DONALDSONVILLE TO THE GULF OF MEXICO

HURRICANE LEVEE ALIGNMENTS

DATA SHEET

	
	Bayou Lafourche
	Highway 90
	Pipeline Canal
	Gulf Intracoastal Waterway

	Length of Levee (miles)
	163.3(1)
	52.9
	34.5
	22.7(2)

	Number of Large Navigable Flood Gates
	None
	2 (3)
	2 (3)
	2

	Protected Area (square miles)
	335
	547
	759
	1,171

	Hurricane Evacuation Routes Protected
	LA 308
	US 90
LA 308
	US 90
LA 308
	US 90
LA 308

	Population Protected
	93,000
	93,000
	93,000
	356,000

	Residential Homes Protected
	20,000
	20,000
	20,000
	119,000

	Multiple Levels of Hurricane Protection(4)
	No
	No
	No
	Yes

	Large Ponding Area Within Protection  (5)
	No
	No
	No
	Yes

	Provides Storage Area for Wave Splash
	No
	No
	No
	Yes

	Storage Area in Case of Levee Overtopping
	No
	No
	No
	Yes

	Fewest Landowners Impacted
	
	
	
	X

	Waterway Access Close to Alignment (6)
	No
	No
	No
	Yes
GIWW

	Included in LACPR Category 5 Assessment
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	Preferred by Environmental Community
	X
	
	
	

	Preferred by Residents in Storm Surge Area
	
	
	
	X

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


(1) Includes 39 miles of ring levees to protect the ridges west of Lac des Allemands.  The crown elevation of levees north of Hwy 90 taper to ground elevation, on the northern end.
(2) The only levee alignment that provides hurricane protection for the communities of Lafitte, Barataria, and Crown Point.

(3) The Gate Structure across the GIWW at Larose will be constructed by the Morganza to the Gulf project and the structure at Bayou des Allemands will be constructed by the Donaldsonville project.  The Gulf Intracoastal Waterway levee alignment eliminates the need for the gate structure at Larose.

(4) Levee along the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway will be the first line of hurricane protection, and existing levees on the west bank of St. Charles Parish, West Bank and Vicinity Hurricane Protection project, west bank of Orleans Parish, and a portion of the levee system in Plaquemines Parish will become secondary hurricane protection levees.

(5) Gate closures will prevent storm surge from entering the protected area and diminishing the storage capacity of the basin. The low-lying areas also provide additional storage.

(6) Waterway can be used to transport equipment and building materials to construct the hurricane levee. 

