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SPECIAL PUBLIC NOTICE 

PROPOSED GENERAL PERMIT 1 REISSUANCE

INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF CAMPS AND ASSOCIATED STRUCTURES FOR THE 
PRIVATE USE IN CERTAIN NAVIGABLE WATERS  

General Permits have proven to be an effective method to authorize certain projects within the 
New Orleans District in a timely manner without the need for a public notice and its related costs.  
Evaluating applications under the general permit procedures for projects that qualify because of their 
minor impacts allows for better use of personnel resources, yet still allows adequate impact review.  A 
copy of the general permit is attached. 

 Interested parties are requested to review the enclosed general permit authorizing the 
installation and maintenance of camps and associated structurers for private use in certain navigable 
waters.  

Specific legislation requiring Department of the Army permits for work of this nature are:  [X] 
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of March 3, 1899 (30 Stat. 1151:  33 USC 403); and/or [X] 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (86 Stat. 816:  33 USC 1344). 

Pre-filing request and application will be submitted to the Louisiana Department of 
Environmental Quality, Office of Environmental Services, for a Water Quality Certification (WQC) in 
accordance with statutory contained in Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, Title 30, Chapter 11, Part 
IV, Section 2074 A(3) and provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (P.L. 95-217). 

The comment period for the Department of the Army Permit will close 30 days from the date of 
this public notice.  Written comments, including suggestions for modifications or objections to the  
reissuance of this general permit, stating reasons thereof, are being solicited from anyone having 
interest in this general permit and must be mailed so as to be received before or by the last day of the 
comment period.  Letters concerning this Corps of Engineers general permit must reference the general 
permit application number above, and be mailed to the Corps of Engineers at the address above, 
ATTENTION: REGULATORY BRANCH.   



 

 

 Corps of Engineers Permit Criteria 
 
     The decision whether to reissue this general permit will be based on an evaluation of the 
probable impacts, including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That 
decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The 
benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its 
reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be 
considered, including the cumulative factors thereof; among those are conservation, economics, 
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and wildlife values, flood 
hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water 
supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, 
consideration of property ownership and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people. 
 
     The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and 
local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate 
the impacts of this proposed general permit reissuance.  Any comments received will be considered by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to determine whether to reissue the general permit.  To make this 
decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water 
quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above.  Comments are 
used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement 
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are also used to determine the need for 
a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity. 
 
 Our initial determination is that work authorized under this general permit will not adversely 
affect (1) Section 106 and tribal resources; (2) threatened and endangered species and/or their critical 
habitat; or (3) Essential Fish Habitat.  
 
 If the proposed work involves deposits of dredged or fill material into navigable waters, the 
evaluation of the probable impacts will include the application of guidelines established by the 
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency.  Also, a certification that the proposed activity 
will not violate applicable water quality standards will be required from the Department of Environmental 
Quality, Office of Environmental Services before a permit is issued. 
 
 Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that a 
public hearing be held to consider this application.  Requests for public hearings shall state, with 
particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing. 
  
 You are requested to communicate the information contained in this notice to any other parties 
whom you deem likely to have interest in the matter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Martin S. Mayer 
 Chief, Regulatory Branch  
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
 

GENERAL PERMIT 
 

INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF CAMPS AND ASSOCIATED STRUCTURES 
FOR PRIVATE USE IN CERTAIN NAVIGABLE WATERS 

 
AUTHORIZATION NO: CEMVN-ODR (General Permit) – 1 
 
Initial Effective Date:  31 JAN 1978 
 
Expiration Date: (5 years from the date of reissuance) 
 
Under authorization granted by applicable sections of Parts 320 through 332 of Title 33, 
Code of Federal Regulations, and delegated authority from the Commander, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, the District Engineer at New Orleans has determined that it 
is not contrary to the public interest to issue a general permit time extension for the 
installation and maintenance of camps and associated structures for private use in 
certain navigable waters (see enclosed sample drawings). 
 
Specific legislation requiring Department of the Army permits for work of this nature: 
 

a. Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 3 March 1899 (33 USC 403) 
 

b. Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1344) 
 

This authorization pertains specifically to construction of camp buildings and associated 
structures used for noncommercial and nonprofit purposes in navigable waters of the 
United States located within the boundaries of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New 
Orleans District.  The attached map (attachment 1) shows the approximate boundaries 
of the New Orleans District; and, navigable waters of the United States are defined in 
Part 329 of Title 33, Code of Federal Regulations. 
 
Associated structures include outbuildings, septic tanks, small wharves or landings, 
gazebos (at grade or on pilings), walkways, boathouses, bulkheads limited to 500 feet in 
length with no backfill, and similar structures normally found at recreational camps. 
 

a. No dredging or filling may be performed under this authorization, except that 
necessary to install a state-approved sewage treatment facility. 
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b. Work authorized under this general permit may not be performed in the 
following areas and waterways: 

(1) In or adjacent to waterways in the Louisiana Natural and Scenic River 
System without prior written approval or concurrence from the Scenic River Coordinator 
of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  A list with description as well as 
access to mapping of Louisiana Scenic Rivers is available at: 
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/page/scenic-rivers-descriptions-and-map.      
Questions regarding the LDWF Scenic Rivers program can be directed to LDWF staff 
for assistance if needed.  Inquiries can be sent to staff via: 
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/page/scenic-rivers.  

(2) Within the boundaries of a wildlife refuge, public park, or similar area,
unless written permission is obtained from the appropriate refuge/park authority. 

(3) In any area where construction of camps is forbidden by state or local 
law or ordinance. 

(4) At or in close proximity to any known historic or archeological sites or 
within the boundaries of a historic district. 

(5) Within any area where the activity is likely to adversely affect federally 
listed threatened or endangered species, or that is likely to destroy or adversely modify 
the critical habitat of such species. 

(6) Private residences, camps, habitable structures and non-water 
dependent structures may not be built over state-owned water bottoms, with the 
exception of appurtenances such as docks, wharves, piers, walkways, boat slips and 
similar water-related structures. 

(7) Work that might alter US Army Corps of Engineers Civil Works projects 
will not qualify for this general permit until Permission pursuant to 33 USC 408 is 
granted by the District Commander. 

c. This general permit will be effective until (5 years from the date of 
reissuance).  It may be further extended at that time. 

Each person wishing to perform work must submit a complete application to U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Branch, 4700 Leake Avenue New Orleans 
Louisiana 70118 when the project falls outside of the coastal zone (attachment 1).  
Applications for projects that fall within the Louisiana Coastal Zone (attachment 1) must 
be submitted via the Louisiana Department Natural Resources, Office of Coastal 
Management, Post Office Box 44487, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-04487 or 
www.sonris.com.  The New Orleans District’s Programmatic General Permit generally 
supersedes this general permit for activities within the Louisiana Coastal Zone as 
incorporated within the New Orleans District Boundary.  A complete application includes 
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the following items:  application form (ENG FORM 4345) or Joint Permit Application (for 
work within the Louisiana Coastal Zone), a complete set of plans to include a vicinity 
map, plan view showing complete project including the deposition sites, and cross-
sections with all dimensions. 
 

Applications for work within the boundaries of any state or federal wildlife refuge 
or management area must include the written consent of the appropriate Division Chief 
or Refuge Manager to be considered under the general permit 
 

Work authorized by the general permit will be subject to applicable conditions on 
ENG Form 1721, Department of the Army Permit (attachment 2), and the following 
special conditions: 

 
a. An individual-type domestic waste disposal system (i.e., septic tank, 

mechanical plan, etc) shall be installed for authorized camps.  Local health unit approval 
shall be secured, as is required by the State Sanitary Code. 

 
b. No work is allowed in jurisdictional wetlands beyond that shown in the permit 

drawings. 
 
c. Non-biodegradable components used in construction will be removed upon 

termination of the project. 
 
d. Work authorized by this general permit may not be performed until the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District has reviewed the application and has 
issued a written approval. 

 
e. Additional conditions may be added to this general permit by the District 

Engineer if it is found to be in the public interest to do so. 
 
f. No work may be performed under this general permit unless and until all 

required local, state and other federal permits, licenses, authorizations, and 
certifications are obtained.  This includes, but is not limited to: 

 
(1) A Coastal Use Permit or waiver signed by the Secretary of the Louisiana 

Department of Natural Resources or his designee 
 
g. This general permit may be suspended, in whole or in part, by the 

District Engineer if it is found to be in the public interest to do so. 
 
h. The District Engineer may choose not to grant approval under this general 

permit and require the applicant to go through regular permit processing procedures 
when he finds that such action is in the public interest. 

 
i. If the proposed project requires any additional work not expressly 

permitted herein, the permittee shall obtain a separate authorization prior to the 
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commencement of work. 
 
j. The permitted activity must not interfere with the public's right to free 

navigation on all navigable waters of the United States. 
 
k. The permittee must install and maintain, at the permittee's expense, any 

safety lights, signs, and signals prescribed by the U.S. Coast Guard, through 
regulations or otherwise, on the permittee’s authorized facilities. 

 
l. The permittee understands and agrees that, if future operations by the 

United States require the removal, relocation, or other alteration, of the structure or 
work herein authorized, or if, in the opinion of the Secretary of the Army or his 
authorized representative, said structure or work shall cause unreasonable 
obstruction to the free navigation of the navigable waters, the permittee will be 
required, upon due notice from the Corps of Engineers, to remove, relocate, or alter 
the structural work or obstructions caused thereby, without expense to the United 
States. No claim shall be made against the United States on account of any such 
removal or alteration. 

 
 Individual approvals granted under this general permit allow 5 years from the date 
of the approval letter to complete the project. 
 
BY AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY: 
 
 
 
       Martin S. Mayer 
       Chief, Regulatory Branch 
       For 
       Stephen F. Murphy 
       Colonel, U.S. Army 
       District Commander 

 
 












