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THE LOUISIANA WETLANDS EXPERIENCE -
TEAMWORK AND RESULTS

Public and private parties have been cooperating for the past decade to protect and restore
Louisiana’s coastal wetlands. The effort offers many lessons for other regional efforts, and offers
many examples of the benefits of cooperative efforts involving academia, private parties, local
government, state agencies, and federal oversight.

The Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection, and Restoration Act (CWPPRA), also known as the
Breaux Act, provides funds to defend existing or restore degraded coastal wetlands. While the
program offers assistance nationwide, CWPPRA has been especially effective in coastal
Louisiana. As of early 1998, the program has allocated $57 million in state and federal funds to
benefit 74,663 acres, with immeasurable secondary improvements to the socio-economic-cultural
fabric of Louisiana coastal parishes.

This session will present perspectives of how the Breaux Act works so well in Louisiana, based
on perspectives from the most involved participants:

Chair -- Thomas E. Bigford, NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, Office of Habitat
Conservation.

Louisiana Ferspective -- jack Caidweli, Secretary, or Katherine G. Vaughan, Assistant Secretary,
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources

Federal Leader Perspective -- Col William Conner, New Orleans District Engineer, Louisiana
NGO Perspective -- Mark Davis, Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana
Local/Parish Perspective -- To be determined

Contact;

Tom Bigford

NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
- Office of Habitat Conservation

1315 East-West Highway, Suite 12659
Silver Spring, MD 20910

PH (301)713-2325
Fax  (301) 713-1043
Email thomas bigford@noaa.gov

wp6doc\tesabs.cwp
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M.I "MIKE" FOSTER, JR, JACKC. CALDWEL),

GOVERNOR SECRETARY
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
VIA FACSIMILE
DECEMBER 15, 1997

Colonel William Conner Mr. Thomas E. Bigford, Acting Director
District Engineer Office of Habitat Froteetion
U.S5. Army Corps of Engineers National Marine Fisheries Service
Fax # (504) 862-2452 Fax # (301) 713-0184
Mr. Dave Fruge Mr. Donald Gohmert
Field Office Supervisor State Conservationist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Resources Conservation Service
Fax # (318) 262-6663 Fax # (318) 473-7771
Mr. William B. Hathaway Dr. Len Bahr
Division Director, Region VI Louisiana Governor’s Office of Coastal
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Restoration and Management
Fax # (214) 665-6490 Fax # 342-5214

RE: Adjustments to Monitoring Implementation Costs

Dear Gentlemen:

Since the inception of CWPPRA, funding of monitoxing activities nas
received little support. Monitoring costs approved by the Task Force on October
19, 1992 were over 60% less than those costs recommended by the CWPPRA
Monitoring Work Group (MWG). Even though the estimates were bhased on actual
costs from on-the—ground monitoring programs, including the Department’s, they
waere discounted because they exceeded what was deamed a “reasonable” Percantage
of total project costs (13%).

Upon development of the first few monitoring plans by the CWPPRA Tachnical
Advisory Group (TAG), it was determined by the MWG that all of the project-
specific goals and objectives could not be monitored for the budget allocated.
On July 13, 1994, the Technical Committee met to discuss whether additional

or to reduce the level of monitoring te stay within budget. The Technical
Committee did not want to request additienal money nor reduce the level of

OFPICE OF CoasSTAL RESTORATION AND MaNacGEMENT
P.Q). Box 44487 Baron Rouge, Loussiana TOR04-4487 - Telcphonc (504) 342-137§ + Fux (504) 342-1377

An Equal Gpportunity Employer
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Task Force Members
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We have met with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineesrs, Economic Analysis Branch
and determined that the adjustments needed to account for inflation on the 40
finalized monitoring plans to date is $5,154,875. Once these adjustments are
made, a decision will also be necessary on whether additional funds will be
provided for all future plans or that the level of monitoring will be reduced.

The monitoring Program is an important and successful part of the CWPPRA
program and preserving its integrity is a priority within our Department. We
feel that the monitering costs should be considered on the same basis as the
construction costs and operation and maintenance rosts.

KGV/gs

cc: Secretary Jack Caldwell
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources



STATE OF LOUISIANA

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

4320 Lake Street
P.O. Box 6027
Lake Charles, Louisiana 70606
Telephone: (318) 477-1334
Fax: (318} 477-1336

DAH'EL T. “DAN” FLA‘"N Commerce
District 36 Natural Resources
Retirement

January 14, 1998

Colonel William Conner, District Engineer
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

P. O. Box 60267

New Orleans, La. 70160-0267

Re:  Proposal
Hydrologic Investigation of the Chenier Plain

Dear Colonel Conner:

Enclosed you will find 2 proposal entitled “Hydrologic Investigation of the Chenier Plain.”
I have had an opportunity to review the above referenced proposal and I feel very strongly that this
proposal is right on track.

As you read through the proposal, you will find there are two areas of concern: 1) identifying
the most practical means of lowering excessive water levels in the Mermentan Lakes Sub-basin
while maximizing fisheries productivity and avoiding saltwater intrusion impacts to agriculture and
the historical marsh types with their associated endemic wetland species; and 2) understanding the
hydrologic connection of the Calcasiew/Sabine basins and determining the potential impacts of the
proposed Trans-Texas Water Program (TTWP) on wetland resources in the Calcasieu-Sabine Basin.
You will find that this proposal is divided into two sections including data collection in the
Mermentau Basin and data collection in the Calcasieu Sabine Basin.

As stated in the proposal, this study complements the Coast 2050 planning initiative by
developing a better understanding of regional hydrology in terms of how hydrology affects biotic
and abiotic processes in these ecosystems and how human activities impact ecosystem hydrology.
This information can be applied toward developing technically and scientifically sound management
practices.
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This proposal will be presented at the Task Force Meeting in New Orleans on Friday by the
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources. I urge you to read through this proposal carefully as
it is my feeling that it holds the answer to the direction we need to be taking in dealing with these
major areas of concern. Your serious consideration for favorable funding will be greatly appreciated.

With best personal regards,
Sincerely yours,
OJQA’ 15%&1—-——‘
Dan Flavin
DF/gg
Enclosure

cc: Tom Bigford, Acting Director
National Marine Fisheries Service

Dave Fruge, Field Office Supervisor \/
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Don Gohmert, State Conservationist
Natural Resources Conservation Service

Bill Hathaway, Division Director
Environmental Protection Agency

Honorable Chris John
United States Congressman



1318439217 002
JAN -14" 98(WED) 1134 J.G. GRAY ESTATE TEL:3184392170 P

PROPOSAL

Hydrologic Investigation of the Chenier Plain
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources

January 11, 1998

Background

There are cunrently $350,000 in Breaux Act Planning funds associated with Phase iI of
the Barrier Shoreline Feasibility Study (BSFS). The original intent of the Breaux Act Task Force
Was 10 spend this money on a shoreline study. The Lovisiana Department of Natural Resources
(DNR), in conjunction with the Breanx Act Feasibility Study Steering Team, has concluded that

Accordingly, this proposal is divided inio two sections inchuding data collection in the
Mermentau Basin and data collection in the Calcasien/Sabine Basin.

[
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Through the Coast 2050 initiative, various working groups are currently developing and
evaluating coastal use objectives and priorities and both small and large-scale strategies to
achieve those objectives. All of the study objectives included herein have already been identified
at the regional levet as priority information needs. The culmination of this initiative will include
a plan that lists the strategies which most efficiently achieve the coastal use and Tesource
objectives. There will also be a plan to implement those strategics. In this sense, the 2050
initiative is similar to a reconnaissance phase with the study proposed hersin as the data
collection effort that is prerequisite to the cvaluation of large-scale strategies, A detailed
feasibility siudy phase will follow. Thus, this study serves a phase for the long-term strategy
illustrated below,

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3
Develop Regional Develop the hydrological Evaluate the alternatives
Restoration Plan information needed 1o identifted in phases | and 2
predict project impacts )
PLIRENT RS !r};! B Hydl.' ologic Detailed
_ Investigation Feasibility
" f| =P | s the Chenier | ™==P> Study of
fia N 0 Plain Study Alternatives
-y
COAST 2050| (HICP)
January June July December March December
1998 1998 1998 1999 2000 2001
The over-arching objective of this effort is to determine if the proposed related strategies

of the 2050 plan
national econom:

or new strategies developed in the study scoping pro
ic development consistent with protecting the Nation
the Federal Principles and Guidelines for Water and

cess contribule to the
’s environment as stated in
Related 1.and Resources Implementation

Studies (a.k.a. the Principles and Guidelines or P&G) (U.S. Government, 1983). This study will

be consistent with the P&G in both
intended to be conerete and answerable. Th
will be developed by a team of experts in t
biology. Local govemments and resident

It is acknowledged that the bud
budget will be developed durin
have the study desi gn/scope an
Force and, at that time, will so

approach and imp

lementation. The study objectives are
e study design shall be scientifically defendable and
he fields of ecology, hydrology, fish and wildlife

experts will be coordinated with throughout the siudy.

2

get for this effort is limited to $350,000. A detailed
B the study design phase. By June of 1998, the sludy tean shaijl
d budget in a formal for Preseniation to the Breaux Act Task
licit Task Force notice to proceed. It is understood tha( up lo
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HICP Praposal
1/11/98

$50,000 is available for development of the scope of services for this phase of the effort. The
plan is to complete this 1ask for substantially less than this and utilize remaining funds for study
implementation. If the budget is insufficient to cover the cost of all of the recommended
components, a decision will be made to either solicit more funding, or reduce the level of effort

to fit within the study budget.

It is envisioned that the data collection effort will take place over a minimum period of
one year and a maximum period of two years. Fi gure | illustrates the approximate study area

boundary.

et e
fiw Y

Figure 1

Items to be considered in study design:

1. Identify all existing data collection sites. These wil] essentially be "free” data sources
and it will leave room in the budget for other efforts,

2. Ensure that data collection from the Trans-Texas Water Program is taken intc account in
the study design and data analysis phases of the study.

3. Selection of data collection sites should be coordinated with the Breaux Act Monitoring
Program and other data collection entities.

4. Ensure that existing data sources are compatible in terms of data management, data
quality, and data analysis.

5. Tailor the study design to provide good input daia for a regional hydrologic model.
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HICP Propasa]

1/11/98

6. Examine previous studies of these areas and do nol repeat those thal have already been
conducted.

7. The study period shouid be sufficiently long to collect data under a wide range of
conditions.

8. Data collection efforts at locks and other waier control structures can be confounding

because of operations. This must be accounted for,

L Mermentan Basin Study

Background

The Mermentau Basin js hydrographically and hydrologically separated by chenier ridges
into the Chenier Sub-basin to the south and the L akes Sub-basin to the north. The primary focus
of this study is on the hydrology of the Lakes Sub-basin. The Menmentau River with a drainage
area of more than 1,300 sq mi cuts diagonally across the region and supplies the Lakes Sub-basin
with fresh water that is impounded by 2 series of five locks around the sub-basin perimeter
(figure 1). The Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) traverses the northern portion of the region
near the Pleistocene ridge.

The lock system was mostly completed in 1951, effectively slopping tidal flow into the
area. This significantly reduced the historic inflows of salt water thus creating a freshwater
Teservoir for agriculture (primarily rice farming), and also maintained higher water levels to
fatilitate navigation. Protection from storm-induced flooding is also cited as a benefit of the
structures. In general, the locks are closed on the incoming tide and are opened when inside
slages exceed 2.0 ft. Mean Low Guif (MLG) and flows are adequate to prevent saltwater
intrusion. The result of these activities is that the Lakes Sub-basin no longer serves as an
estuarine nursery as it did historically (Gunter and Shell, 1958). It is notable that this area has
been historically a primarily fresh habitat but historically had periodic events when salt water
would penetrate into the basin during periods of drought and during late summer and early fall.

The 1993 Breaux Act Restoration Plan identified excessive flooding due to prolonged
high water levels as a major cause of interior marsh loss and shoreline erosion around Grand and
White Lake. It appears probable that historic high water levels resulted in increased shore
erosion resulting in loss of the higher ground surrounding the shorelines of Grand and Whitc
Lake. The loss of the lake rim exposes the more fragile marshes to increased wave attack with
resultant Joss. Interior marsh loss due to prolonged flooding is poorly understood and js not
scientifically documented in this region. However, it is acknowledged that during high rainfali
events, water level rises rapidly and it is increasingly difficuit to drain the region due to upsiream
drainage improvements and the limited window of opportunity when there is sufficient
differential (head) between water levels inside and outside of the control structures.

4
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Draft HICP Study Proposal
1/11/98

An additional side effect of lock installation is that fresh water inflow from the
Memmentau River and the Superior Canal into the Chenier Sub-basin was diminished, resulting in
increased saltwater intrusion into this area that has been exacerbated by deepening of the
Mermentan River Ship Channel and construction of highway embankments along Highways 82

and 27.

The nature of the Lakes sub-basin allows for hydrologic management by using the lock
system surrounding the area. However, in order to fine-tune our future management and
restoration efforts in this area, it is essential to have z clearer understanding of regional
hydrology. Ailtheugh modification of the lock operational schedules may be necessary to address
issues of estuarine organism ingress and egress and drainage, the predicted ecological and socio-
economic impacts of modifying this schedule are, at best, a very rough guess. In any case
modification of the current operational schedule will necessitate three elements: 1) the collection
of real time data to monitor and track salinity and water level in the region; 2) establishment of
threshold salinity values that elicit an appropriate response in lock operation; and 3) the
organizational capability to effect such a response.

Mermentay Study Goal;

Improve our understanding of regional hydrology and apply this knowledge to ecosystem level
hydrologic management.

Mementan Study Needs:

1. Maintenance of salinities suitable for healthy fresh/intermediate marsh communily

2. Mazintenance of surface and ground freshwater supplies for rice and crawfish production,
as well as cattle grazing and municipal uses

3. Provisions for and maintenance of mij gration routes from Gu!f to Lakes sub-basin for
estuarine organisms

4. An additional cbjective has been to improve water quality in the Grand/White Lake
system. It is proposed that the EPA and Louisiana Dept. of Environmental Quality
coordinate on addressing point and non-point pollution issucs with particular emphasis on
improving management practices with regard to draining rice fields. This action has the
potential to substantially reduce turbidity in the lakes and thereby improve fish and
waterfowl habital by promoting the growth of submerged aquatic vegetation.

a. It is proposed that this effort be a part of this study but coordinated and paid for
through DEQ’s Non Point Source Pollution Program.
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Draft HICP Study Propasal
1/11/98 :

5.

Utilize the data collected during this study to develop a marsh loss/marsh stability model
that is based roughly on the following interaction:

[soil type] X {vegetalion type(salinity regime)] X [tidal energy] X [wave energy) X
[inundation level and duration] X [amplitude of salinily spikes] X [herbivory pressure].

Breaux Act Objective:

A key Breaux Act objective in the Lakes sub-basin is to reduce marsh inundation.

Although many who use the area agree that inundation is a problem, there are also those who feel
that the Lakes sub-basin is not inundated enough and/or that there is insufficient tidal influence
in the sub-basin.

This study will identify and evaluate, in a quantitative fashion, the frequency and duration

of inundation in the area, and determine what effects current and alternative hydrologic regimes
may have on the area and how modifications in lock operation or new projects such as the
proposed Black Bayou Diversion and/or replacoment of the Calcasieu Lock nmight achieve this

objective.

6.

Determine the most effective and cost efficient mieans to drain the lakes sub-basin of
excessive high water during prolonged high water events

Mermentau Study Components:

1.

Collect data from approximately 30 continuous recorder sites that have been surveyed
with the adjacent marsh 1o NAVD in Mermentau Basin (figure 2)
Continuous recorders will collect the fallowing information:

a. Salmity
b. Watqr surface elevation
c. Directional flow at key stations

* Many continuous recorder sites are now (or soon will be) in place that are associated
with authorized Breaux Act projects.

Survey marsh elevations in the vicinity of the continuous recorders in the Mermentau
Basin, and locate as many existing known marsh clevation point sources as possible.

Develop a freshwater water budget for the Mermentau Basin that takes into account

inflows listed in sections 3. a-d below. I(is essenlial to-understand what water is coming
into the system in order to understand how to effectively drain the system of excessive

fi
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high water.
a. Mementau River inflows
i. Utilize USGS flow data from the station at Mermentau {approx 15 mi.

north from Grand Lake)

b. Freshwater inflow contributions of the Bell City Drainage Canal, Bayou
Laccasine, Gueydan Canal, Bayou Que de Tortue, Black Bayou, Bayou Chene,

and Warren Canal

i This information can be coliecled by surveyed cross-sectional arca, field
velocity readings, and continuous recorder or poteniially using acoustic
Doppler velocimeter.

c. Atchafalaya inflows

i Utilize data collected from the Lower Atchafalaya Study
d. Regional Precipitation minus estimated evapotranspiration
i. Utilize regional precipitation data collected by the local mosquito control

districts and federal and state wildlife refuges in the Mermentau Basin.

€. Utilize (he daily record of lock operation procedures and try to correlate operation
of Catfish Point/Schooner Bayou locks with salinities and water levels in the

basin

HICP Data Collection Sites

= HICP recordor (stage and salinfyj<i! % 1 %h % ek et ) s

-,

= HICP recarder (stage and saiinity and { |-.'_~.-_)_4_g._*1 sl A

a = CWPPRA rocorder NN S g
¢ = axisting DCP C g -
B = mareh alevation M 2y

Scale (mi) -

~

Menre 2
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IL Calcasien/Sabine Basin Study

Background
The Calcasiew/Sabine Basin is in reality two semi-distinct hydrologic units with the

Sabine Basin continuous between Louisiana and Texas. This study will be confined o the
Louisiana region east of the Sabine River and Calcasicu Lake to LA Rwy. 27 (figure 3).
Intermediate and brackish marshes arc the dominant habitats of this well-flushed estuary.

The Calcasieu and Sabine Rivers are the two principal sources of freshwater inflow into
this region and both follow a north to south gradient, however east-west flow occurs between the

basins via the GTWW and existing canals on Sabins Nationa! Wildlife Refuge.

The Calcasicu River/Calcasieu Ship Channel have been maintained for navigation since
the late-1800's and has been progressively widened and deepened until the 1960's when the ship
channel doubled in width and was dredged to a depth of 49 ft (Gosselink et al, 1979). This
allowed for increased salt waler intrusion and tidal invasion into the estuary and resulted in an
overall trend taward more saline habitats in the region. '

The Sabine River has a drainage arca of 9,325 sq mi, crosses the GTWW, then widens
dramatically into Sabine Lake before narrowing and dratning into the Gulf of Mexico. The
channel is maintained at a depth of 45 Al and bifurcates at the Neches River to Beaumont TX and
up the Sabine River to Orange, TX. Hydrology in this area is complex due in part to the effect of
the GIWW that flows bidirectionally through the area and the Toledo Bend Reservoir located
roughly 100 miles upstream from the GIWW that regulates flows to the south.

The Sabine River Compact of 1950 mandates that 50% of the waler in the Sabine River
belongs to the State of Texas and 50% belongs 1o the State of Louisiana. In an cffort to manage
dwindling fresh water supplies in southeast Texas, the state has proposed, and is evaluating, a
plan known as the Trans-Texas Water Program (TTWP} that will divert up to 50% of the Sabine
River from the Toledo Bend Reservoir. In addition 1o studying potential impacts of large scale
diversions to the ecology of the Sabine River and Subine Lake, the Phase II of the TTWP study
calls for an evaluation of several altemative routes for conveying water from the Sabine River o
the greater Houston area.

The TTWP has the potential to deprive the Calcasiew/Sabine Basin of a substantial
portion of its natural freshwater input. It is strongly felt that the impacts will likely be
detrimental however, data is needed to better characterize these impacts to ecosystem hydrology.
[n particular, data describing relationships between discharge in the Sabine River and water
circulation pattems in the marshes of the basin, including the relative effects of rainfall in
moderating salinity, is needed. A sufficient understanding of basin hydrology and the role of the
Sabine River in moderating basin salinity will enable prediclion of how manipulations such as
the TTWP may affect the system, and also determine approximately how much freshwater must
come down the Sabine River to maintain target salinity levels in the ecosystem.

g



JAN. -14" 98 (WED) 11:40  J.G. GRaY ESTATE TEL:5184392170 P O10

Dyaft HICP Study Proposal
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alcasieu/Sabine Siu

Improve our understanding of regional hydrology and apply this knowledge to ecosystem
level hydrologic management.

Evaluate potential impacts of substantial, human-induced, reduction of Sabine River
discharge in terms of how it may affect changes in water circnlation, marsh salinities, and
ultimately, project how flow reductions may impact regional ecology. The informalion gathered

— af_

from these efforts are to be tied into the strategies and altematives outlined in the Coast 2050
initiative.

ieu/Sahine Study Components:
1. Acquire any data produced from the TTWP that may be applicable to the investigation.

2 Utilize Sabine River discharge data collected at the USGS real-lime station near Ruliff,
TX (located approx 15 mi north from the GIWW)_

3. Collect Sahine River discharge data at the mouth of the Sabine River, duning high,
moderate and low flow events.

a. Itis proposed that USGS be contracted for this task.

4, Coliect discharge data at the GIWW near its confluence with the Sabine River, and in the
Calcasien River near Black Bayou and the Alkali Ditch, north of Calcasieu Lake.
a. [t is proposed that USGS be contracted for this task.

5. Regional precipitation minus estimated evapotranspiration
a. Utilize regional precipitation data collected by the local mosquilo control districts

and state and federal wildlife refuge data.

6. Collect data from approximately 40 continuous recorder sites that have been surveyed
with the adjacent marsh to NAVD in Cal/Sab basin *
Continuous recorders will collect the following information:

a. Salinity
b. Water surface elevation
c. Directional flow at key stations

* Many continuous recorder sites are now (or soon will be) in place and are associated
with authorized Breaux Act projects.
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Draft HICP Study Proposal
1/11/58

HICP Data Collection Sites

X = HICP recorder (stage and salinity)
B = HICP recorder (stage and salinity and flow)
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Figure 3

Calcasieu/Sabine Study Data Analysis:

1. Average daily discharge of Sabine River vs, average daily salinity of marsh in Cal/Sab
basin

a. These data will produce a more quantitative understanding of how Sabine River
discharge moderates salinity in the region.

2. Flow direction in Cal/Sab during high/low tides, high/tow Sabine River discharge,
varying wind velocities.

a. This task necessitates establishment of several climatological stations to record
wind direction, wind velocity, and precipitation.

b. A better understanding of flow palterns will improve the understanding of system
hydrology for management purposes,
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Draft HICP Study Proposal
1/11/98

c. This will also allow us (o better predict the impacts of the TTWP.
3. Water surface elevations compared with various marsh elevations

a. This will provide data on the spatial extent and magnitude of marsh inundation for
a given water level

4. The current state of tidal flushing and salinity regime should be compared with the
postulated historic regime where such information exists.

FAUSERS\STEVENG\HICPS\HICPS Proposal.wpd
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M.J. "MIKE" FOSTER, JR. WE
GOVERNOR JACK C. CALDWELL

SECRETARY

DEPARTB&ENT(HTNATURAJ.RESOURCE$

VIA FACSIMTLE

DECEMBER 8, 1987

Colonel William Conner

Thomas E. Bigford, Acting Director

Mr.

District Engineer Office of Habitat Protection

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers National Marine Fisheries Service

Fax # (504) 862-2492 Fax # (301) 713-0184

Mr. Dave Fruge Mr. Donald Gohmert

Field Office Supervisor State Conservationist

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Resources Conservation Service
Fax # (318B) 262-6663 Fax # (318) 473-7771

Mr. William B. Hathaway

Division Director, Region VI

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Fax # (214) 665-6490

RE: Ramifications of CWPPRA project deauthorization on funding
availability

Dear Gentlemen:

During the recent approval of increased funding for the Isles Dernieres and
Atchafalaya projects (AT-2/3, TE-20/24, and PTE-15) there were questions from
some Task Force members regarding the funding source for those increases, and
whether funds related to deauthcrized projects were sufficient to cover the

project increases. Projects for which increases were requested were as follows:

East/Trinity Isles (TE-20/24) Authorized Cost $ 12,553,679
Bid 16,687,984
Overage 4,134,305
Whiskey Isle (PTE-15/TE-27) Authorized cost S 4,440,890
Bid 6,393,840
Cverage 1,952,950
Big Island/Atchafalaya (AT-2/3) Authorized cost § 5,835,000
Bid 7,496,801
Cvearaga 1,561,801
TOTAL OVERAGES REQUESTED $ 7,649,056

OFFICE oF CoasTar, RECTORATION ~h Moasi e e
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At my recommendatien, the Planning and Evaluation (P&E) Subcommittee voted
te recommend to the Technical Committee and the Task Force that funds made
available from deauthorization of the Bayou Boeuf and Avoca Island projects be
used to cover these increased project costs (enclosed is the excerpt from the
minutes of the PiE Subcommittee). The amount of the two projects is $7,438, 400,
within $211,000 of the total amount needed for the overages authorized by the
Task Force.

Qur records reflect that there are a total of seven projects which either
are pending deauthorization, or will be recommended for deauthorization,
representing some $21 millien in funds. The projects, dollar amounts, spensor,
and status of deauthorization are listed in Attachment 1. We also note that
there has been some discussion regarding deauthorization of the MRGO Back Dike
project, although we have not received a recommendation from the Corps on this
matter. Deauthorization of this project would add another $553,900 to the
increased construction funds. We suggest that deauthorization réquests, and
this Department's concurrence, be finalized prior to the next Task Force meating
so that the Task Force may vote on all of these deauthorizations when it meets
in January.

I have also prepared and enclosed a comparative chart for the Seventh List
projects depicting the estimated cost when nominated versus the current fully
funded estimated costs for the Seventh Priority List candidate prcjects. I am
concerned that the fully funded costs of half of the projects are two to almost
ten times higher than the ncminated costs. To me, this presents problematic
issues in our selection of candidate projects. Specifically, some projects
might not have been selected for further consideration as candidate projects had
more complete cost estimates been available in July. This is particularly
relevant because when I presented DNR's recommendations to the State Task Forece
regarding our vote for candidate projects, I followed the CWPPRA Task Force's
guidance to select small projects (i.e., with fully funded costs of $2 to S3
million) and to target a list of about $10 million. Many of the projects on the
candidate 1list would not have met that criteria or have received DNR's
recommendation and vote at the current cost levels.

I hope this information will assist you in yvour deliberations. Please do
not hesitate to contact me in the event that you have any questions regarding
these enclosures.

I am copying Mr. Tom Podany on this lettgf” so that he can check our

deauthorization list against the Corps’. ‘

G. Vaughan
Secretary

KGV/rs

Attachments



DEC-85-1997 16:24 FROM COASTAL RESTORATION DNR T0 B831B2626663 .:'.84/885

cC.

Secretary Jack Caldwell
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources

Dr. Len Bzahr
Louisiana Governor's Qffice of Coastal Activities

Undersecretary Robert Harper
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources

Dr. Bill Good, Assistant Administrator
Coastal Restoration Division

Ms. Verlie Wims, Fiscal Officer
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources

Mr. Robert Tisdale, Deputy District Engineer for Project Management
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (via fax)

Mr. Robert Schroeder, Chief, Planning Division
U.S. Army Corps of Enginsers (via fax)

Mr. Gerry Bodin, Biclogist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (via fax)

Mr. Bruce Lehto, Assistant State Conservationist for Water Resources
Natural Rescurces Conservation Service (via fax)

Mr. Rickey Ruebsamen, Chief, Field Office
National Marine Fisheries Service (via fax)

Ms. Becky Weber, Chief, Marine and Wetlands Section
U.S. Envirconmental Protection Agency (via fax)

Mr. Tom Podany, Chief, Environmental Planning Secticn
U.5. Army Corps of Engineers (via fax)
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ATTACHMENT 1.

A. Deauthorized projects

FROJECT SPONSOR ° | TOTAL COST* DATE DEAUTHORIZED

Lower Bayou LaCache NMFS $1,654,739 February 28, 1%%¢

B. Projects pending deauthorization

PRCJECT SPONSOR | TOTAL COST* STATUS

White’s Ditch . NMES § 766,160 Letter sent by the Federal
sponsQr and concurrence by DNR;
pending final Task Force vote in
January

Bayocu Perot/Rigolettes | NMFS $.1,844,750C Letter sent by the Federal
sponsor and concurrence by DNR:
pending f£inal Task Force vote in
January

Eden Isles NME'S 3 5,018,968 Letter sent by the Fsadaral
sponsor and concurrence by DNR;
pending final Task Force vote in
Januazry

Bayou Boeuf Pump USEPA $ 500,000 Letter sent by EPA and
concurrence by DNR; pending final
Task Force vote in January

Avoca Island Marsh COE 5 6,938,400 Corps to initiate deauthorization
Creation request, DNR will concur
Pa=s a Loutre Crevasse | COE $ 4,112,673 Corps to initiate deauthorization

raquest, DNR will concur

Grand Bay Crevasse | coz $ 2,468,908 Letter sent by the Federal
sponser and concurrence by DNR

TOTAL §21,649,859

* Total cost is the authorized baseline cost and does not reflect any project
expenditures to date.

F: \USERS\LANEER\CORRESPO\ITF, LTR
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FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL HEADER SHEET
For use of this form, sse AR 25-11; tha propenent ageney is ODISC4

NAME/ ~ OFFICE TELEFHONE ., .
COMMAND/ OFFICE NO. ) FAX NO.
OFFICE SYMBOL AUTOVON/Comm.) AUTOVON/Comm.)
FROM:
U.5. Army Corps of Engineers, Edmond J. Russs, Jr. (504) 882-1406 (504) 862-2572
New Orleans Digtrict CELMN-PD-FE ‘
TC:
See below, Group 1

CLASSIFICATION | FRECEDENCE | NO.FAGES | DATE-TIME | MONTH | VEAR RELEASERS SIGNATURE

(Including this ‘

Header) \

Z(
2 28 JAN 8

REMARKS
Recipients:
Dr. Len Bahr Denald Gohmert B. Good (cf) B. Landreneau (cf)
William Hathaway Thomas Bigford N. Thomas (cf) R. Ruebsamen (cf)
Dave Frugé T. Osborn (cf) G. Badin (cf)

MEMORANDUM FOR Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Task Force

SUBJECT: 7" Pricrity Project List Selection Resuits from the Meeting of the Louisiana Coastal Wetiands
Conservation and Restoration Task Force

The Selection Resuits of the Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Task Foree for the 7"
Priority Project List is farwarded for your information and review.

‘ ) . *Qrm‘f'lo;v ens fead
o sed 2( TFaw 98 T wclds w \
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S
Tom Podany

Chairman, Planning & Evaluation Subcommitiee
Space Beiow for Communications Centar Use Only
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venth Priority Project List Approved 1/21/98

by the | oujsiana Coastal Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Task Force®

) ‘ Fully Furded | Cummutlative Fuily
Project No. [Name of Sslected Project on 7th Priority Project List Laad Agsncy TotaiCost | Fundad Totl Cost
Pacan |siand Tarrsl:tng NMFS $§ 2185900 |% 2,185,500
NRCS $ 10,342,700 | 12,628,600
FE g0 Marerta
Sita on Grand Terre lslarld NMF3 3 825,600 | 8 13,457,500
]
(Deme) | Fletant Marsh NACS L] 4go222 | s
Atk H
Total fer Projocts Selsetad and Funded: $ 13,017,722 il
fro-1 Cul Off Bayou Marsh Pastoration COE & 6,510,200 | § 8,510,200
FES-1 Upper Oak River Freshwater Inreductlon Siphon NRCE § 134718008 18,882,000
BA-1) Babihe Rafuge Marsh Crastion, Alt Ne, 1 COE g 0,381,600 $ 28,373,800
Souh Grand CHenmre Freshwater INrogucten
E-42  i(Hog Bayou FW Intraduction) NRCS $ 5,130,500 | § 33,504,100
82 Wine Igland Easiward Expanslon COE g 1,276,100 | & 34,780,200
BA-21 Phase 2° NRCS $  21,283,700[ & 65,043,900
to Dedica ifg and New —
TE-11al  |Closure EPA 8 83147008 82,358,800
#Po-zdh Laka 2orgne Shote Protection, Basa Cnly COE $ 15123400 % 77,493 00
(] n IE : M,
Total for Projccts Selected but Nt Funded: $ 77,492,000 [EW =] -H"'?j p
Proposed Schedule of Allecations for Phased Projects
Name of Phased Preject from [7th Priority Project List{ 3th Priarity Projest | Gummuladve
Pralect No. Previougly Approved Lists Cost List Cosf Cost
£=-):3
BA-20 Bayou Lafeurcha Siphon $ 7,987,000 | & 7,500,000 | § 15,487,000
-3,
PMR-10 Dohs-Wide Cravaszses 3 = |3 2,785,950 | §  18,223.950
BT,
PTE~28| {Penchant Bagln Plan ] - $ 7,051,550 |§ 25,275,500
a8, el Bougresux Basin Freshwater Introduction
7t and Hydrologic Managemant, Altsmative B ] - |8 4,815,850 | § 20,191,150
A2,
XBA-482  IMyrtle Grove Siphon § § 5,000,000 {§ 95,191,150
oin
g Nutria Harvast for Coastwide Rastorafion ] B40.000 1 § 1,100,000 | § 36,831 150
W e
Totalf| $ 8,627,000 1 8 28,30¢,150 |Bherdramieiiie

¥ The selection rneetigg of the Task Feree was conducted on January 16, 1988,

® Phase 2 project cost (for associated work) has bean shown here 1o equal the difference in cost (and work) between
Phasge Q and Phase 1.

® 7th Prierity Project List phased project costs that are now deferred to the 8th Priority Project List.
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VIII.

COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT
TASK FORCE MEETING AGENDA

District Assembly Room
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District Building
7400 Leake Ave.
New Orleans, Louisiana

January 16, 1998
9:30 a.m.

Meeting Initiation
a. Introduction of Task Force Members or Alternates
b. Opening Remarks by Task Force Members

Adoption of Minutes from the 17 September 1997 Meeting .........cccccocevirvvvrenrereeessrsecennn.

Letter from M. NOTIN TROIMNAS ..o eeeeeeeeesaeeseeatesseesassesassessoseesn e s es e s eeeeeesen

Report on Potential Funding Deferrals in Multi-Year Funded Projects:
a. Bayou Boeuf Pumping Station, TE-33, XTE-32i; (EPA)

b. Bayou Lafourche Siphon, BA-25, PBA-20; (EPA)

c. Delta-Wide Crevasses, MR-9, PMR-10; (NMFS)

d. Penchant Basin Plan, TE-34, PTE-26i; (NRCS)

e. Lake Boudreaux Basin Freshwater Introduction and Hydrologic
Management, TE-32, TE-7F; (USFWS)

f. Myrtle Grove Siphon, BA-24, XBA-48A; (NMFS) and

g. Nutria Harvest for Coastwide Restoration, LA-2PTV-5 (USFWS) .......ccccoovviviiininnn,

Consideration for Approval of Project Deauthorizations

a. Eden Isles East Marsh Restoration Project (PPO-4);

b. Bayou Perot/Bayou Rigolettes Restoration Project (BA-21, XBA-65A); and
c. White’s Ditch Outfall Management (BS-4a)

(RObert SCRTOBAET).......couiiiititie ettt tees e s st e e se e e semennns

Tab

Identification of Known Cost Increases in the Program and Potential Deauthorizations

(TOMM POAAIIY) . ..ottt as st eae st e s et an e ee e seeaseses e st seeeeen e eens

. H

Recommendation of the 7% Priority Project List and Discussion of the 8th Priority Project

List (Robert SCRIOAET) .......ocucuieiec ettt e ee e eenes e

Status of Feasibility Studies (Mr. Podany)
a. Presentation on the Barrier Shoreline Feasibility Study (Steve Gammill)
b. Presentation on the Mississippi River Sediment Nutrient and Fresh Water

Redistribution Study (Tim AXHTMAN) ... iiereeneeesseeessseee e seeeeeee s



COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEETING AGENDA
(continued)

District Assembly Room
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District Building
7400 Leake Ave.
New Orleans, Louisiana

January 16, 1998
9:30 a.m.

Tab

X, Report of the Atchafalaya Liaison Group (Tom Podany) ... K
r J A S

X. Status of the State Conservation Plan (Katherine Vaughan/Beverly Ethridge) ................. L
XL Status of the Coastwide Strategy, Coast 2050 (Bill Good) ......cccevvveeivvevenirniireee e, M
XII.  Report of Program Performance and Project Implementation (Steve Mathies)................. N

XIII.  Consideration for Approvals:
a. Construction of Sweet Lake-Willow Lake Hydrologic Restoration, C/S-11b;
b. Construction Cost Increase for West Point a la Hache Outlfall Management, BA-4C; and
c¢. Construction Cost Increase for West Belle Pass, TE-23, PTE-15z;
(Robert SCRIOAET)......cv ittt et O

XIV. Report and Confirmation of Approvals:
a. Construction Cost Increase for Big Island Mining, AT-3/XAT-7;
b. Construction Cost Increase for Atchafalaya Sediment Delivery, AT-2/PAT-2;
¢. Construction with Construction Cost Increase for Isles Dernieres Barrier Island
Restoration Projects (East Island, TE-20 and Trinity Island, TE-24/XTE-41/PTE-15a); and
d. Construction with Construction Cost Increase for Whiskey Island (PTE-15bi)

(RObert SCRTOGAET ).ttt e s s s e s sa s s aess st een P
XV.  Proposed Standard Operating Procedure for Handling Changes in Cost Sharing Under

the Conservation Plan (Robert Schroeder)..........ccccovveivennmnnnccreine e ceerieeeans Q
XVI. Outreach Committee Report (Jay GAMDIE)...........ccovmiemrerreermereineceeierenesesseeseeseesessessesssenns R
XVIL.  Additional Agenda Hems ...t s s e S
XVIIL. Request for Public COMMENTS..........occiveiriree et cec e esee s es s s es e T

XIX. Date and Location of the Next Task FOrce Meeting ...........ccoeceueurmmernesuseeneeoseossseesescsssessonnn. U
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COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEMBERS
Task Force Member Member’s Representative
Governor, State of Louisiana Dr. Len Bahr
Executive Assistant for Coastal Activities
Office of the Governor

State Lands and Natural Resources Bldng.
625 N. 4th Street, Room 1127

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

(504) 342-3968; Fax: (504) 342-5214

Administrator, EPA Mr. William B. Hathaway
Division Director
Water Quality Protection Division
Region VI
Environmental Protection Agency
1445 Ross Ave.
Dallas, Texas 75202
(214) 665-7101; Fax: (214) 665-7373

Secretary, Department of the Interior Mr. Dave Frugé
Field Office Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
825 Kaliste Saloom Rd.
Building 2, Suite 102
Lafayette, Louisiana 70508
(318) 262-6662 ext. 232 ; Fax: (318) 262-6663

01/12/98



COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEMBERS (cont.)

Task Force Member

Member's Representative

Secretary, Department of Agriculture

Secretary, Department of Commerce

Secretary of the Army (Chairman)

Mr. Donald Gohmert

State Conservationist

Natural Resources Conservation Service
3737 Government Street

Alexandria, Louisiana 71302

(318) 473-7751; Fax: (318) 473-7682

Mr. Thomas E. Bigford

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

National Marine Fisheries Service

Acting Director, Office of Habitat Protection

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

(301) 713-2325; Fax: (301) 713-1043

Col. William Conner

District Engineer

U.S. Army Engineer District, N.O.
P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267
(504) 862-2204; Fax: (504) 862-2492

01/12/98



COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND
RESTORATION ACT

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

TASK FORCE PROCEDURES

I. Task Force Meetings and Attendance

A. Scheduling/Location

The Task Force will hold regular meetings quarterly, or more often if necessary to
carry out its responsibilities. When possible, regular meetings will be scheduled as
to time and location prior to the adjournment of any preceding regular meeting.

Special meetings may be called upon request and with the concurrence of a majority
of the Task Force members, in which case, the Chairperson will schedule a meeting
as soon as possible.

Emergency meetings may be called upon request and with the unanimous
concurrence of all members of the Task Force at the call of the Chairperson. When
deemed necessary by the Chairperson, such meetings can be held via telephone
conference call provided that a record of the meeting is made and that any actions
taken are affirmed at the next regular or special meeting,

B. Delegation of Attendance

The appointed members of the Task Force may delegate authority to participate and
actively vote on the Task Force to a substitute of their choice. Notice of such
delegation shall be provided in writing to the Task Force Chairperson prior to the
opening of the meeting.

C. Staff Participation

Each member of the Task Force may bring colleagues, staff or other
assistants/advisors to the meetings. These individuals may participate fully in the
meeting discussions but will not be allowed to vote.

D. Public Participation (see Public Involvement Program)




1.

All Task Force meetings will be open to the public. Interested parties may submit
written questions or comments that will be addressed at the next regular meeting,
Administrative Procedures

A. Quorum

A quorum of the Task Force shall be a simple majority of the appointed members of
the Task Force, or their designated representatives.

B. Voting

Whenever possible, the Task Force shall resolve issues by consensus. Otherwise,
issues will be decided by a simple majority vote, with each member of the Task
Force having one vote. The Task Force Chairperson may vote on any issue, but

must vote to break a tie. All votes shall be via voice and individual votes shall be
recorded in the minutes, which shall be public documents.

C. Agenda Development/ Approval

The agenda will be developed by the Chairperson's staff. Task Force members or
Technical Committee Chairpersons may submit agenda items to the Chairperson in
advance. The agenda will be distributed to each Task Force member (and others on
an distribution list maintained by the Chairperson’s staff) within two weeks prior to
the scheduled meeting date. Additional agenda items may be added by any Task
Force member at the beginning of a meeting.

D. Minutes

The Chairperson will arrange for minutes of all meetings to be taken and distributed
within two weeks after a meeting is held to all Task Force members and others on
the distribution list.

E. Distribution of Information/Products

All information and products developed by the Task Force members or their staffs
will be distributed to all Task Force members normally within two weeks in advance
of any proposed action in order to allow adequate time for review and comment,
unless the information/product is developed at the meeting or an emergency
situation occurs.



II1. Miscellaneous

A. Liability Disclaimer

To the extent permitted by the law of the State of Louisiana and Federal regulations,
neither the Task Force nor any of its members individually shall be liable for the
negligent acts or omissions of an employee, agent or representative selected with
reasonable care, nor for anything the Task Force may do or refrain from doing in
good faith, including the following: errors in judgement, acts done or committed on
advice of counsel, or mistakes of fact or law.

B. Conflict of Interest

No member of the Task Force (or designated representative) shall participate in any
decision or vote which would constitute a conflict of interest under Federal or State
law. Any potential conflicts of interest must clearly be stated by the member prior
to any discussion on the agenda item.



Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act

TASKE FORCE MEETING
September 17, 1997

MINUTES
I. INTRODUCTION

Colonel William Conner, representing the Secretary of the
Army, convened the 28th meeting of the Louisiana Ceocastal Wetlands
Conservation and Restoration Task Force at 9:35 a.m. on September
17, 1997, at the Louisiana Room in the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries Building in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The
agenda is attached as enclosure 1. The Task Force was created by
the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act
(CWPPRA), which was signed into law (PL 101-646, Title TII) by
President Bush on November 29, 1990.

II. ATTENDEES

The Attendance Record for the Task Force meeting is attached
as enclosure 2. Listed below are the six Task Force members.
All members were in attendance.

Dr. Len Bahr, State of Louisiana

Mr. William Hathaway, Environmental Protection Agency

Mr. David Frugé, U.S. Department of the Interior

Mr. Donald Gohmert, U.S. Department of Agriculture

Mr. Thomas Bigford, U.S. Department of Commerce

Colonel William Conner, U.S. Department of the Army, Chairman

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Task Force meeting held on July 23, 1997
(enclosure 3), were approved unanimously with no discussion. Mr.
Frugé made the motion to approve the minutes, and Mr. Hathaway
seconded it. [1/72]!

Iv. TASK FORCE DECISIONS

A. Consideration for Approval of Coast 2050 Funding for
Remainder of FY 1997

Mr. Schroeder presented the Technical Committee’s
recommendation concerning funding of Coast 2050 contracts for the
remainder of FY 1997. To cover these expected contract costs,

Il -The Task Force meeting was recorded on audioc tape. The bracketed figures
represent the tape no./counter no. for the discussion of this item. Multiple
tape/counter numbers are used when an item is discussed more than once during
the meeting.



the Technical Committee recommended that the Task Force use all
the remaining unobligated funds for FY97, along with available
agency contributions from previously budgeted activities as
follows: $20,000 USACE, $5,000 NRCS, $5,000 LADNR, and $2,000
USFWS. The Technical Committee also recommended the use of
$16,000 in decobligated FY 95 funds budgeted to the National
Marine Fisheries Service for use on the Mississippi River
Sediment, Nutrient and Freshwater Redistribution Study.[1/390-
404]

Motion by Dr. Bahr: That the Task Force approve the use of
the remaining unobligated funds for FY 97, reallocated FY97
funds, and deobligated FY 95 funds, for a total of $48,000, to
meet Coast 2050 contract requirements for FY97.

Second: Mr. Gohmert.
Passed unanimously. [1/403]

B. Consideration for Construction Approvals

Mr. Schroeder presented the Technical Committee’'s
recommendation concerning construction approvals. The Technical
Committee recommended that the Task Force approve for
construction the following projects:

1. West Belle Pass Headland Restoration Project (PTE-27)
from the 2nd Priority Project List. The estimated total cost of
this project is $5,750,985 (previously approved by fax vote);

2. TIsles Dernieres Barrier Island Restoration Project,
Phase 0 and Phase 1 on East Trinity Islands (TE-20 and XTE-41)
from the 1lst and 2nd Priority Project Lists. The estimated total
cost of the projects is 8§16,566,706; and

3. Beneficial Use of Hopper Dredge Material Demonstration
Project from the 2nd Priority Project List. The estimated total
cost of this project i1s $375,000. [1/409-418]

Motion by Dr. Bahr: That the Task Force approve
construction of West Belle Pass Headland Restoration Plan (PTE-
27}, Isles Dernieres Barrier Island Restoration Project, Phase 0
and Phase 1 on East Trinity Islands(TE-20 and XTE-41), and the
Beneficial Use of Hopper Dredge Material Demonstration Project.

Second: Mr. Hathaway

Passed unanimously. [1/417]

C. Reguest for Change in Project Scope for Bayou Chevee

Mr. Hicks and Mr. Podany discussed the project and requested
a change in scope for Bayou Chevee (XP0-69) from that approved on
the 5th Priority Project List. The reformulated project provides
for shoreline protection through the construction of a rock dike
and no longer includes a marsh creation component. Dr. Bahr
suggested a title change to reflect the change in scope.[1/420-
453]



Motion by Mr. Frugé: That the Task Force approve the
suggested change in scope for Bayou Chevee (XP0-69).
Second: Mr. Hathaway

Passed unanimously. [1/452]
D. Consideration for Approval of Future Priority Project List
Guidance

Mr. Schroeder presented the Technical Committee’s
recommendation of new guidance for future priority project lists.
The overlap of regions with Coast 2050 was discussed. The
Technical Committee recommended that the Task Force approve a new
procedure (Enclosure 4) as general guidance for the 8th Priority
Project List. [1/489-2/132]

Motion by Mr. Frugé: That the Task Force approve the
revised Priority Project List procedure as general guidance for
the 8th Priority Project List only and possibly for future lists
with the following changes: the "Note to Technical Comm."in the
Team Membership paragraph shall be struck from the document,
there will be four regional teams similar to the Coast 2050
teams, and the words ad hoc shall be deleted from the phrase "one
ad hoc representative appointed by the Governor."

Second: Mr. Gohmert

Passed unanimously. [2/130]
E. Consideration for Approval of Feasibility Steering Committee
Recommendations

Mr. Podany presented the Feasibility Steering Committee’s
recommendations concerning the circumstances of the Barrier
Shoreline Study Phases 2 and 3 and the Phase 1 EIS. The
recommendations were as follows:

1. that Phase 2 of the Barrier Shoreline, as presently
approved, be deauthorized, and that DNR be directed to develop a
new proposal for a feasibility study of wetland loss problems
relating to the shoreline and interior marshes of the Chenier
Plain;

2. that Phase 3 of the Barrier Shoreline Feasibility Study,
as currently approved, be deauthorized; and

3. that the Phase 1 EIS be terminated at this time, and the
unexpended funds (currently estimated to be $420,000) be
transferred this fiscal year to Coast 2050 efforts and carried
over for FY 98 Coast 2050 activities.

A lengthy discussion followed with many members of the
public as well as state and Federal agency representatives
offering comments. Several aspects of the study were called into
question. There was concern about shifting money out of the
Phase 1 EIS, delaying the Phase 1 EIS, the completion date of
Phase 1, the alternatives considered in Phase 1, the amount of

Lad



money budgeted to develop the scope of Phase 2, and the public
perception of shifting resources.

Motion by Mr. Hathaway: To table decision until review of
the next agenda item, which is, Consideration for Approval of FY
1998 Planning Program Budget

Second: Mr. Frugé

Passed unanimously. [2/135-3/243]

F. Consideration for Approval of FY 1998 Planning Program
Budget

Mr. Schroeder presented the Technical Committee’s
recommendation for the FY 1998 Planning Program Budget (Enclosure
5)}. The proposal included:

1. $2,561,612 in funds for agency participation in the
program, completion of Priority Project List 7, and initiation of
Priority Project List 8;

2. a total of §550,000 for the Barrier Shoreline
Feasibility Study ($200,000 to complete Phase 1 work, $150,000 to
develop a Phase 2 feasibility scope that will consider
restoration of both the shoreline and interior marshes of the
Chenier Plain, and $200,000 to initiate Phase 2};

3. a total of $562,900 in FY 98 for the Mississippi River
Sediment, Nutrient and Freshwater Redistribution Study (Funds in
the amount of $150,000 would be budgeted for FY 2% to complete
the study in December 1998 in accordance with the current
schedule; no slippage in the schedule would result);

4, a FY 98 total of $1,066,800 to be budgeted over two
vears for Coast 2050 (FY 27 and FY 98); and

5. a total of $43,424 in unallocated funds.

The Barrier Shoreline Feasibility Study budget was changed
to $50,000 to develop a Phase 2 feasibility scope that will
consider restoration of both the shoreline and interior marshes
of the Chenier Plain, and $300,000 to initiate Phase 2.

The outreach component of the budget was changed to $275,000
from $279,000 (adding $30,000 for a website upgrade and deferring
$34,000 for the coastal youth reader issue). This changed the
total program unallocated balance to $47,424 and the total
unallocated amount to $93,674. [3/245-4/178]

Motion by Mr. Bigford: To approve the Technical Committee’s
recommendation for the FY 1998 Planning Program Budget with the

changes made during the discussion. (See above.)
Second: Mr. Frugé
Passed unanimously. [4/176]

G. Status of Project Deauthorizations

Mr. Ruebsamen of the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
briefed the Task Force on the status of deau;horization for Eden
Isles East Marsh Creation(PP0O-4) from the 3rd Priority Project



List. He also informed the Task Force that the NMFS was ready to
begin the deauthorization procedure for the Restoration of Bayou
Perot / Bayou Rigolettes Marsh{XBA-65a) from the 3rd Priority
Project List.

Motion by Mr. Bigford: To begin the deauthorization
procedures for the Restoration of Bayou Perot / Bayou Rigolettes
Marsh and Eden Isles East Marsh Creation projects.

Second: Mr. Frugé

Passed unanimously. [4/424]

Mr., Gohmert briefed the Task Force on the status of
deauthorization for White’s Ditch OQutfall Management (BS-4a) from
the 3rd Priority Project List. [4/313-425]

Motion by Dr. Bahr: To begin the deauthorization procedure
for the White’s Ditch Outfall Management project.

Second: Mr. Hathaway

Passed unanimously. [4/429]

H. Consideration for Task Force Approval of Memoranda Of
Agreement (MOAs) with the Academic Community for 8th Priority
Project List Work and Coast 2050 work.

Ms. Hawes described the agreements (Enclosure §) and
requested that the Task Force approve them.

Motion by Mr. Frugé: To approve the MOA with the academic
community for 8th Priority Project List work in the amount of

£65,000. )
Second: Dr. Bahr
Passed unanimously. [5/587]

Motion by Dr. Bahr: To approve the MOA with the academic
community for work on the Coast 2050 effort in the amount of
$106,000, including $20,000 for maps.

Second: Mr. Bigford

Passed unanimously. [6/58]

V. INFORMATIONAL AGENDA ITEMS
A. Status of Coastwide Strategy (Coast 2050}

Dr. Good briefed the Task Force on the status of the
Coastwide Strategy (Coast 2050). Mr. Frugé received positive
comments on the CWPPRA program from the White House working
group. [1/86-236]

B. Report of Program Performance and Project Implementation

Mr. Scott Clark of the Corps of Engineers reported on the
implementation status of approved priority project list projects.



Mr. Clark was recognized for his work with CWPPRA. [1/237-
388]

C. Report on Status of the 7th Priority Project List

Mr. .Podany briefed the Task Force on the status of the 7th
Priority Project List. He stated that due to commitment of
7th PPL funds to previously approved multi-year funded priority
list projects, about $10,000,000 could be anticipated for new
projects on the 7th PPL. [4/471-533]

Colonel Conner reaffirmed his instruction at the July 23,
1997 Task Force meeting that the Technical Committee should not
to be constrained by a $10,000,000 cost limit but pick good
projects.

D. Status of the Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Plan
Evaluation Report

Dr. Bill Good of the Louisiana Department of Natural
Regources reported on the status of the evaluation report
required by Section 303(b)(7) of the CWPPRA. He stated that he
expected to receive 2000 copies back from the printer in a month
or two.

Mr. Jimmy Johnson of the Department of the Interior stated
that the brochure "Caring for Coastal Wetlands" was almost
completed and could be linked with the evaluation report.
[4/533-5/192]

E. Consideration for Approval of Dates and Locations of FY 1998
Quarterly Task Force Meetings

The quarterly Task Force meetings were set for the following
dates and locations: 1st qguarter - January 14, 1998 at Bayou
Segnette State Park, 2nd quarter - April 1, 1998 in Abbeville,
3rd quarter - June 24, 1998 in Thibodaux, and 4th quarter -
September 16, 1998 in Baton Rouge. [5/193-448]

F Qutreach Committee Report

Mr. Gamble reported on the committee’s national outreach
program. [5/449-546]

G. Status of Feasibility Studies

Mr. Podany reported to the Task Force on the status of the
Loulsiana Barrier Shoreline Study and the Mississippi River
Diversion Study (MRSNFR). He reported that Phase 1 of the
Louisiana Barrier Shoreline study should be completed in December
1997 and MRSNFR is on schedule to be completed in December 1998.



Colonel Conner directed that each study team provide full
reports on the studies to the Task Force at the January, 1998
Task Force meeting.[5/547-574]

VI. ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS

Mg . Katherine Vaughan of the Louisiana Department of Natural
Resources thanked Mr. Scott Clark for his contribution to the
CWPPRA effort.[6/63-82]

VII. REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENT

No written gquestions or comments were received from the
public.
VIII. DATE AND LOCATION OF THE NEXT TASK FORCE MEETING

The next Task Force meeting was scheduled for 9:30 a.m. on
January 14, 1998 at Bavou Segnette State Park.! Task Force

members will be contacted to confirm the date.

IX. ADJOURNMENT

Colonel Conner declared the meeting adjourned. ([6/87]

I Note: The Task Force meeting was subsequently changed to January 16, 1998, 9:30 a.m., New Orleans District,
District Assembly Room.
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COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEETING
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
17 September 1997
9:30 a.m.

AGENDA
Meeting Initiation

A. Introduction of Task Force Members or Alternates
B. Opening Remarks by Task Force Members

Adoption of Minutes from the 23 July 1997 Meeting...........ccevveemmeecerenemrnecrereinnnne .
Status of the Coastwide Strategy (Coast 2050) Dr. Good ......coecvcveeremmrnmnninscerereenan,

Report of Program Performance and Project Implementation Mr. Clark..................

Consideration for Approval of Coast 2050 Funding

for Remainder of FY 1997 Mr. SChroeder.........ooevvveeriveeeieseseesesiesesesesesessesessesse seesssseees.

Consideration for Construction Approvals:

West Belle Pass Headland Restoration Project;

Isles Dernieres Barrier Island Restoration Project, Phase 0 and Phase 1; and
Beneficial Use of Hopper Dredge Material Demonstration Project

MEI. SCRIOEART ...t s e e e e se et s e s esm e e et et e e e e e s e

Request for Change in Project Scope for Bayou Chevee

Messrs. Hicks and POAany ...t sesesesereessseseesssss s es oo

Consideration for Approval of Future

Priority Project List Guidance Mr. Schroeder.............cccoovomincnrnnnnnn e

Consideration for Approval of Feasibility Steering Committee

Recommendations Mr. POdany ............cccommiomminenrmnnenesn e ceeseenseseessessese s oo

Consideration for Approval of FY 1998

Planning Program Budget Mr. Schroeder...........ccocccommineccnminmmonmnnmnicnnees e

Status of Project Deauthorizations:
Eden Isles East Marsh Creation Mr. Osborn

White’s Ditch Outfall Management Mr. Gohmert .........cccovveiereeecennreeeeeeeee L
Report on Status of the 7t Priority Project List Mr. Podany ............cc.oooevoeeeve .
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COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT
TASK FORCE MEETING
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
17 September 1997
9:30 a.m.

AGENDA
(continued)

XIII. Status of the Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Plan
Evaluation Report Mr. UNderwood ... emieieneensncnmonisie e sesesessscsceneas O

XIV. Consideration for Approval of Dates and Locations of FY 1998
Quarterly Task Force Meetings Mr. Rauber ...

XV. Outreach Committee Report Mr. Gamble ........................cooooriimimmmmsiiocerosiomiiornssseoeoeoierinins
XVL Status of Feasibility Studies Mr. Podany ..........cccocorinnrcnenmicinineecsne e,

XVII. Consideration for Task Force Approval of MOAs with Academic Community
for 8th List Work and Coast 2050 Ms. HAWeS .........ccoocverinrninisncnnnirnnsnsess e esssessecns s

XVIII. Additional Agenda IEemMS ...t raemr s s saees s et oo enenans

XIX. Request for Public Comments..............cccccoovnnnnns

ii 09/16,67
12:35 PM
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Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration act

TASK FORCE MEETING
July 23, 1997

MINUTES

I. INTRODUCTION

Colonel wWilliam Conner, representing the Secretary of the
Army, convened the 27th meeting of the Louisiana Coastal Wetlands
Conservation and Restoration Task Force at 10:15 a.m. on July-23,
1997, at the DoubleTree Hotel, New Orleans Lakeside. The agenda
is attached as enclosure 1. The Task Force was created by the
Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act
(CWPPRA), which was signed into law (PL 101-646, Title III) by
President Bush on November 2%, 1990.

II. ATTENDEES

The Attendance Record for the Task Force meeting is attached
as enclosure 2. Listed below are the six Task Force members. All
members were in attendance, with the exception of Mr. Bigford, who
was represented by Mr. Tim Osborn.

Dr. Len Bahr, State of Louisiana

Mr. William Hathaway, Environmental Protection Agency

Mr. David Frugé, U.S. Department of the Interior

Mr. Donald Gohmert, U.S. Department of Agriculture

Mr. Thomas Bigford, U.s. Department of Commerce

Colonel William Conner, U.S. Department of the Army, Chairman

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PREVIQUS MEETING

The minutes of the Task Force meeting held on April 24, 1997
(enclosure 3), were approved unanimously with no discussien.
Mr. Osborn made the motion to approve the minutes, and Dr, Bahr
seconded it. [1/116]*

IV. TASK PORCE DECISIONS

A. Approval for Construction of the Brown Lake Hydrologic
Restoration (CS-09), Cote Blanche Hydrologic Restoration (TV-04),
Highway 384 Hydrologic Restoration( Cs-21), and Perry Ridge
Shoreline Protection (PCS-26) Projects

Mr. Schroeder presented the four projects to the Task Force
with the Technical Committee's recommendation for approval for
construction. Two of the projects, Brown Lake Hydrologic

! The Tagk Force meeting was recorded on audio tape. The bracketed figures

represent the tape no./counter no. for the discussion of this item. Multiple
tape/counter numbers are used when an item is discussed more than once during
the meeting.



Restoration and Perry Ridge Shoreline Protection, have not
received permits or Section 303(e) clearance from the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers nor water quality certification from the
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality.

The Technical Committee recommended that the Task Force
approve construction for the Brown Lake Hydrologic Restoration
(CS-09) project at a fully funded cost of $3,200,800, the Cote
Blanche Hydrologic Restoration (TV-04) project at a fully funded
cost of $5,947,900, the Highway 384 Hydrologic Restoration (Cs-21)
project at a fully funded cost of $740,000, and the Perry Ridge
Shoreline Protection (PCS-26) project at a fully funded cost of
$2,223,500. The Technical Committee's recommendation for approval
for construction of the Brown Lake Hydrologic Restoration and

Motion by Mr. Frugé: That the Task Force approve construction
of the Brown Lake Hydrologic Restoration (CS~09), Cote Blanche
Hydrologic Restoration (TV-04), Highway 384 Hydrologic
Restoration{ CsS-21), and Perry Ridge Shoreline Protection (PCsS-26)
Projects.

Second: Dr. Bahr.
Passed unanimously. [2/403)

B. Approval of Monitoring Plans for the Perry Ridge (CS-24) and
the Beneficial Use of Hopper Dredge Material

Mr., Schroeder presented monitoring plans for the two projects
to the Task Force with the Technical Committee's recommendation
for approval.

The Technical Committee recommended that the Task Force
approve monitoring plans for the Perry Ridge (CS-24) and the
Beneficial Use of Hopper Dredge Material.[2/410-413]

Motion by Dr. Bahr: That the Task Force approve monitoring
pPlans for the Perry Ridge (CS~24) and the Beneficial Use of Hopper
Dredge Material

Second: Mr. Gohmert

Passed unanimously. [2/415]

C. Revised standard Operating Procedure for Demonstration
Projects

Mr. Podany briefly reviewed the revised standard operating
procedure for demonstration projects to the Task Force with the
Technical Committee's recommendation for approval.

The Technical Committee recommended that the Task Force
approve the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection, and Restoration



Act Revised Standard Operating Procedure for Demonstration
Projects (enclosure 4).[2/420-492]

Motion by Dr. Bahr: That the Task Force approve the Coastal
Wetlands Planning, Protection, and Restoration Act Revised
Standard Operating Procedure for Demonstration Projects.

Second: Mr. Osborn

Passed unanimously. [2/493]

D. Approval of Academic Advisory Group Budget for Priority
Project List 7 '

The Task Force formalized the decision made by facsimile vote
on June 23, 1997, in accordance with the Technical Committee's

The Technical Committee recommended that the Task Force
approve the transfer of funds in the amount of $40,000 from the

Motion by Dr. Bahr: That the Task Force approﬁe the transfer
of funds in the amount of $40,000 from the Corps of Engineers
Fiscal Year 1997 planning allocation to the Academic Advisory
Group.

Second: Mr. Frugé
Passed unanimously. [3/31)

Ms. Hawes asked that $103,000 be added to LUMCON's budget for
Dr. Suhada's hydrologic modeling.[3/33-94)

Motion by Dr. Bahr: That the Task Force approve $103,000 for
LUMCON's budget.

Second: Mr. Frugé
Passed unanimously. [3/96]

V. INFORMATIONAL AGENDA ITEMS

A. Report on the Atchafalaya Liaison Group and the Corps' Lower
Atchafalaya Study

Mr. Constance briefed the Task Force on the activities of the
Atchafalaya Liaison Group and the Corps' Lower Atchafalaya
Reevaluation study.

The Atchafalaya Liaison Group reviewed alternatives and
explored outlet options to recover the 1986 flow line within one
foot. Mr. Oneil Malbrough, Jr. stated his desire to invite



representatives of the DOTD and the South Terrebonne Levee
District to the next group meeting. Mr. Constance agreed.
[1/120-357]

B. Status of Coastwide Strategy (Coast 2050)

Dr. Good briefed the Task Force on the status of the effort to
develop a coastwide strategy for addressing the problem of wetland
loss. Dr. Good informed the Task Force that at the regional
meetings, the attending parish participants would be asked what
they want their respective parishes to look like in the year 2050
and encouraged to help develop a Strategy to accomplish their
desires. Four regional meetings are scheduled. .

Mr. Jimmy Johnson was recognized for his work on the CWPPRA
website by Mr. Osborn. (1/360-487]

C. Report of Program Performance and Project Implementation

Mr. Scott Clark of the U.s. Army Corps of Engineers reported
that 17 projects have been completed to date. There is
$47,000,000, with a possible additional $9,000,000, to be used to
complete projects until December 1997. Another 29 projects are
scheduled for FY98 with a budget of $111,000,000.

Ms. Vauhgan of the Department of Natural Resources presented a
"wish list" of projects to be completed,

Mr. Frugé invited the Task Force to the August 12, 1997,
groundbreaking ceremony at Cameron-Creole. [1/490-2/265]

D. Report on Estimated Construction Funds Available for the 7th
Priority Project List

Mr. Podany reported to the Task Force on the estimated amount
of funds available for the 7th Priority Project List. He referred
to two tables (enclosure 5). The first table forecasted funding

all money received for construction of the first six Priority
Project Lists. Mr. Podany recommended to the Task Force that any
project deauthorizations which are currently contemplated should
be finalized by November 20, 1997, to allow the funds to be used
for the 7th Priority Project List. Colonel Conner supported this
position. [2/268-389)

E. Report on Technical Committee Guidance to the Planning and
Evaluation Subcommittee on Preparation of the Fiscal Year 1998
Planning Budget

.Mr. Schroeder reported on the Technical Committee's quidance
concerning the preparation of the Fiscal Year 1998 planning
budget. He reported that there is more demand than supply. The



Mr. Steve Smith informed the Task Force that DNR had already
contracted with his firm for work on Phases 2 and 3 of the
Louisiana Barrier Shoreline study. [2/496-3/6]

F. Report on Status of the 7th Priority Project List

Mr. Podany briefed the Task Force on the status of the
development of the 7th Priority Project List. He reported that
there are currently ten pProjects on the list (enclosure 6), seven
of which are from the public. Colonel Conner advised the
Technical Committee not to be constrained by the $9,000,000
budget. [(3/107-200]

G. Report on Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Plan
Evaluation Report

Mr. Underwood of the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources.
reported on the status of the evaluation report called for in
section 303(b)(7) of CWPPRA. He stated that an advanced copy of
the report was sent to Washington. The Task Force signed the -
signature page of the report. [3/205-525]

H. Status of Development of the State Conservation Plan

Mr. Thomas briefed the Task Force on the status of the
Conservation Plan authorized by section 304 of the CWPPRA. He
reported that the plan was submitted in May 97. He assured the
Task Force of expedient review and return to the State. He
projected completion in September 1997. [3/328-585]

I. Outreach Committee Report

Mr. Addison reported on the committee's national outreach
program. He informed the Task Force that the State of Louisiana
had recently awarded a contract for public outreach services from
its own funds. He advised the assembly that anyone can place
items on the CWPPRA home page. Mr. Jay Gamble reported on his
public outreach efforts and the availability of a CWPPRA CD-ROM.
He initiated a dicussion about the public relations value of
posters. Mr. Jim Johnson's work on data bases, CD-ROMS, and the
internet were also discussed in the context of furthering CWPPRA
outreach efforts.

Mr. Norm Thomas informed the Task Force of an EPA initiative
to have Dr. Denise Reed and/or Mr., Woody Gagliano deliver CWPPRA
presentations to the White House Wetlands Task Force. Mr. Bob
Whalen would arrange for the presentations. A lengthy discussion
ensued as to who should be invited and who should be informed.
Mr. Thomas will pursue the issue with Mr. Whalen. Dr. Bill Good



asked the Task Force to consider supporting the concept of a
CWPPRA time capsule. [3/588-5/53]

J. Status of Feasibility Studies

Louisiana Barrier Shoreline Study and the Mississippi River
Diversion study. A lengthy discussion developed concerning Phases
2 and 3 of the Louisiana Barrier Shoreline study and the need to
complete the EIS for Phase 1 of the study. The Task Force
directed the Feasibility Studies Steering Committee to develop a
recommendation on Phase 2 and Phase 3 by the next Task Force
meeting. {5/56-553]

VI. ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS
A. Monitoring Results

Dr. Len Bahr led a discussion on what to do with the
monitoring results. Dr. Bill Good informed the Task Force that
DNR was establishing an e@cosystem section which could utilize the
monitoring results. The general consensus was that project
performance and analyses of feature effectiveness could be
performed after sufficient information is collected. [5/556-6/63]

VII. REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENT
No written questions or comments were received from the

public.

VIII. DATE AND LOCATION OF THE NEXT TASK FORCE MEETING
The next Task Force meeting is tentatively scheduled for

9:30 a.m. on September 17, 1997, in the Louisiana Room at the

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Building. Task

Force members will be contacted to confirm the date.

Colonel Conner directed that a site evaluation for the next
four Task Force meetings be presented on September 17, 1997,

IX. ADJOURNMENT

Colonel Conner declared the meeting adjourned. [6/194)
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9/17/97
SELECTION PROCESS FOR PRIORITY PROJECT LIST (PPL) No. 8

Policy on preparation of PPL would be set by CWPPRA Task Force

Strategic guidance that determines what sort of projects are eligible for nomination to PPL No. 8. For
instance: at least 2/3 funds could be dedicated to strategic impact projects in the regions that need sediment
and freshwater, determine how many projects over $25 million can be nominated in each region, how
many projects can be nominated per regions, team make-up, etc.'

Regional Teams set up by C'VPPRA Task Force
Cheniere Plain - Calcasieu/Sabine and Mermentau Basins,
Western Deltaic Plain - Teche/V ermilion, Atchafalaya, Terrebonne and Barataria,
Eastern Deltaic Plain - Miss. Delta, Breton Sound, and Pontchartrain. (Barataria might go better
here)

Team membership - official voting members, with teams set up under the same geographical makeup as
in Coast 2050,

one from each Federal Agency

one academic advisor

one from State

one from among the local CZM representatives in the Region

one representative appointed by the Governor
Each team will select its own leader. '
Local government representatives, landowners, consultants, environmental groups, fishers, etc. will all be
active participants in the regional meetings.

Public Coordination

Planning and Evaluation Subcommittee sets dates and location of Regional Meetings, using LSU Extension
Service and/or local CZM representatives for help in mailing list and finding local meeting places,
Outreach person insures that key People are notified of ali mectings of Regional Teams. P&E, Technical
Comm., and Task Force,

Helps develop project nomination form and disseminate this along with Task Force Strategic Guidance.

Regional Meeting No. 1 - The Rules and New Information
Facilitated, interactive forums similar to initial Restoration Planning sessions in 1993,
Meeting format:
Description of new selection process
CWPPRA Task Force Strategic Guidance
Brief review of all Basin Restoration Plans in Region
Review Basin strategies
Review lists of Basin projects
New knowledge about the area and its problems not known in 1993 (current wetland loss, model
projections of future shoreline, etc.)
Review new studies/projects (LAR, Morganza to Gulf, HNC Lock, MRSNFR, etc.)
Identification of focus areas - greatest need or best opportunities for system projects
Discussion of highest priority restoration strategies for Region
Identify Basin projects that best address highest priority strategies
implementability of projects - land ownership, oyster leases, relocation

! Edited for clarification after P&E vote.



Local Meetings - Early planning

These are one-day meetings, heid in various parishes, team members are present to discuss any project that
locals (parishes, landowners, etc.) or team members want to nominate. The team will help locals develop
their ideas, find a Federal sponsor, and fill out nomination forms.

Integrated groups of projects can be developed.

Project nominators have face-to-face meetings with key community leaders, landowners, etc in projects
areas to help gauge implementability and aid in cost estimates,

Suggested locations of meetings:

Cheniere - Cameron and Vermilion

Western Delta - Iberia, St. Mary, Terrebonne, Lafourche, and Jefferson
Eastern Deltaic - Plaquemines, St. Bemard, Orleans, and St. Tammany

Regional Meeting No. 2 Interactive project development
Team gathers to discuss project possibilities.
Preliminary peer/local interest review of projects.

Regional Meeting No. 3 Daytime Session - Project nominations

All candidate projects presented to group. Describe features and how project relates to Task Force
guidance and highest priority strategies for Region,

Projects placed on regional map.

Discuss possibility of combining projects.

Develop greater detail for projects, if necessary.

Team reviews nomination packages for completeness and identifies additional information needs,

Regional Meeting No. 3 Evening Session - first cut at candidate selection
Team members pick regional candidate projects using 2 or 3 criteria such as:
a) implementability
b) Fits Task Force strategic guidance
¢) Systemic project
d) Preliminary benefits
€) costs

Criteria must be flexible enough to allow small projects to be selected.
Limit is 10 projects per region.

Notify all of these first cut results.

Provide nomination packages to P&E and Tech. Cornm,

Coastwide Meeting - committee selection of candidate projects

Each Task Force Representative will send one representative to vote on the selection of candidate projects.
Committee select top 15-20 candidate projects for further evaluation based on same criteria as Regional
Team selection.

Lead agencies continue preparing details on projects features.
WVA Team meets

Agrees on boundaries for all candidate projects.
Does field trips and office WVA'’s.



Engineering Work Group meets
Encourages agencies to finalize project plans and approves costs of each project as soon as WVA Team is
finished with that project.

Economics Work Group meets
Prepares average annual costs.

Public Meetings for Presentation of Candidate Projects

The features, benefits and costs of all 15 to 20 candidate projects are presented at two or three meetings
across the coastal zone,

P&E Subcommittee and Technieal Committee Joint Meeting - selects PPL No.8 projects

Task Force Meeting - approves/modifies P&E/Tech. Comm. selection

State presents PPL No. 8 and State-only projects to La. Legislature

153
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Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act
Technical Committee's Proposed Fiscal Year 1998 Budget

2 §700 added for printing, 15 Mar 96 (TC)

3 transfer $600k from '97 to 98

4 transfer $204k from MRSNFR TO Barrier Shoreline Study

§ increase of $15.1k Gppraved on 24 Apr §7

6 increase of $35k opproved on 24 Apr 97

7 Increase of 540k approved on 26 Jul 97 from Corps Plonning Funds
8 Includes 5200k 1o complete Phase 1 EIS, ond $350k to devalop

Phase 2 feasibility scope

12 Sep 97 Proposed Estimated
FYg5 FY9% Fy97 FY9s FY99
Amount ($) Amount ($) Amount (3) Amount (§)  Amount ($)
State of Louisiana
DNR 416,700 495,500 371,100 360,073
Gov's Ofc 94,200 84,900 95,300 93,505
LDWF 20,000 20,000 15,800 15,800
Total State 530,900 600,400 482,200 469,378
EPA 252,300 310,700 354,700 346,270
Dept of the Interior
USFWS 152,400 183,600. 235,800 232,136
NBS 87,500 67,800 73,200 45,219
NBS Mntrng 62,000 0 a0
USGS Reston 8,800 8,800 8,800
USGS Baton Rouge 7,800 10,600 12,000 12,000
Total Interior 247,700 332,800 329,800 258,155
Dept of Agriculture 509,500 595,900 434,500 438,099
Dept of Commerce 331,900 304,800 317,300 335,909
Dept of the Army 759,200 862,100 2 792,000 673,801
Agency Total 2,631,500 3,006,700 2,710,900 2,561,612 150,000
Feasibility Studies
‘Barrier Shoreline Study 1,007,600 594 400 ¢ 107,600 9 550,000 s
Miss R Diversion Study 919,500 993,000 4 1,457,600 3 562,900 150,000
Total Feasibility Studies 1,926,900 1,587,400 1,565,200 1,112,900 150,000
Miscellaneous
Academic Advisory Group 117,000 75,000 115,000 7 95,000 215
Public Qutreach 56,050 129,000 165,000 6 _279.086—
DNR Video Repro 1,000
GI5/Oyster Lease Maps 40,000 105,100 5 80,264 85,086
Gov's Office Waorkshep 15,000
GIWW Data collection 68,000
COAST 2050 239,000 10 827,800 103,400
Taotal Miscellaneous 214,050 204,000 707,100 1,282.064 188,486
T 12,00
Total Allocated 4,772,450 4,798,100 4,983,200 4,956,576 488,486
Y7, J2¢
Unallocated Balance 227,550 201,900 16,800 43424~ 1,188
Total Unallocated 227,550 429,450 446,250 489,674 1,188
L amended 28 Feb 96

Total

2,259,000
4,083,400

1,473,200

9 Assumes a total of $420,000 is removed

from the Bamier Shoreline Stugy
over 2 years from Phase 1 EIS.

10 Excludes $20k COE, $5k NRCS, $5k DNR,
$2k USFWLS, and $16k NMFS moved to
COAST 2050 during FY 97 for contracts &
@$255k absorbed In agsncy FY 97 budgets

for a total of:

$303.000
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FY 98 MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
CORPS OF ENGINEERS

AND THE
LOUISIANA UNIVERSITIES MARINE CONSORTIUM

FOR PRIORITY LIST #8

I. Purpose

This agreement, between the Department of the Army, hereinafter referred to as the "Corps,"
represented by the District Engineer, New Orleans District, and the Louisiana Universities
Marine Consortium, hereinafter referred to as LUMCON, represented by the Executive Director,
is hereby entered into under the authority of the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and
Restoration Act (CWPPRA).

The Corps has requested professional assistance from LUMCON to provide the expertise of
university scientists in various aspects of coastal restoration under CWPPRA. LUMCON is
willing to provide the requested services.

II. Scope of Work

LUMCON agrees to provide the following services (summarized below and detailed in
Attachment I, Plan of Work.

A. Management - appoint a project manager to oversee day-to-day operation of the project,
participate in Task Force activities, and aid in review of the CWPPRA Plan Evaluation Report.

B. Solicitation - Develop and distribute solicitations of interest and enter information concerning
respondents into a CWPPRA Scientific Assistance database. Conduct a preliminary screening of
the responses. With help of Scientific Steering Committee, established as in 1994, evaluate
which interested scientists meet the minimum selection criteria and if sufficient qualified
university scientists can be identified, provide Task Force with list of names for consideration
which exceeds the number of scientists actually required by no more than 50 percent.

C. Workshop - organize and conduct an informal CWPPRA information transfer workshop
during the spring or summer of 1998.

D. Priority Project List Selection - provide nine scientists to attend Wetland Valye Assessment
(WVA) field trips, WVA group meetings and meetings of the Planning and Evaluation
Subcommittee and Technical Committee for final project selection.



E. Monitoring - provide a group of scientists of varying disciplines to assist the Technical
Advisory Group in the development of monitoring plans for individual CWPPRA projects.

III Terms of Agreement

A. This agreement becomes effective on the date of the last official signature and expires on 30
December 1998.

B. LUMCON will make known to the Corps the need for any changes to the awarded agreement
as soon as possible. Any revisions to the agreement shall be coordinated with the Academic
Assistance Subcommittee of the CWPPRA Task Force.

C. In disputes concerning a question of fact relating specifically to the work to be performed, the
decision of the Corps Point of Contact shall be final, subject to appellate review.

D. The Corps will reimburse LUMCON for expenses as per Attachment 2, Cost Estimate, and all
mutually agreed upon expenditures.

E. The Corps will provide all funds required for completion of the services outlined in the
attached Plan of Work. In no case will expenditures be allowed to exceed the funds available. If
available funds are exhausted, the Corps will direct LUMCON to stop or suspend work pending
final resolution and decision on the course of action necessary.

F. Should additional funds be required in one of the above tasks, LUMCON may rebudget
between tasks after consultation with Representativ;.

G. This agreement shall be terminated on 30 December 1998; provided that upon thirty (30) days
written notice, either party to this agreement may terminate or suspend this agreement without

penalty.
IV. Liability

The Corps, its agents and employees assume no responsibility for injury to property or persons
resulting from or related to work under this agreement.



V. Payment

The Corps, upon acceptance of this agreement, will obligate and reserve $65,000 for services to
be completed under the terms of this agreement. These funds wil] be furnished to LUMCON on a
reimbursable basis as costs are incurred. LUMCON will provide a quarterly billing and
accounting to the Corps for agreement costs.

Address for Billing
Suzanne R. Hawes
Planning Division
Corps of Engineers

P. O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160

Payment for billing will be made payable to Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium and
mailed to LUMCON, Accounts Receivable, 8421 Highway 56, Chauvin, LA 70344.

Point of Contact for LUMCON project management is Denise Reed 504 851-2800.

Point of Contact for Corps billing and funding is Suzanne R. Hawes 504 862-2518.

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY LOUISIANA UNIVERSITIES
CORPS OF ENGINEERS MARINE CONSORTIUM
BY: BY:

William L. Conner Michael J. Dagg, Ph.D.
TITLE: Colonel, District Engineer TITLE: Executive Director

DATE: DATE.:
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PLAN OF WORK
FOR

UNIVERSITY SCIENTISTS ASSISTANCE TO
LOUISIANA COASTAL CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION TASK FORCE -
Priority Project List 8

by

LOUISIANA UNIVERSITIES MARINE CONSORTIUM
8124 Hwy. 56
'Chauvin, LA 70344
Tel (S04) 851-2800 FAX (504) 851-2874

This Plan of Work includes activities to provide scientific assistance to the Louisiana Coastal
Conservation and Restoration Task Force (hereinafter Task Force”). It has been developed by the
Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium (LUMCON) and covers the period through 30

September]998.

M
The Chief Pnoject Manager will be the Executive Director of LUMCON, who will appoint a
Project Mangger to work on the project.

The Project (PM)wﬂlbcresponsibleformznagingtheremainingmsksmnlinedinﬂ:is
Plan of Wo asdescﬁbedbelow.ThePMmaybeassistedinsomeoftheTuksbya
Coordinaior and LUMCON clerical staff. The specific duties of the Project Manager have been
divided iuto p number of subtasks: )

Subtask 1. Oversee day-to-day aperation of project
The Project anager will facilitate execution of the main contract; draft subcontracts to
Louisiana urjiversities for implementation by LUMCON Grants and Contracts personnel:

approve all spending including subcontract invoices; prepare breakdowns by task for invoices
submiﬂadmainconmc:mdactuaxinglepointofeonnctfortheTaskFome.theScienﬁﬁc
Steering ‘ttee,subeann-nctors,lndﬂ:ebroadenadmiccommmhy.TaskFom

. theappmpﬁaterespom’blepuﬁes,wﬂlinfomthe?mjectangeroftheduemd
oftheTaskForce,ﬂ:eTechniealCommittee,theWVAmup.andthe

Repre ive (COTR) will provide a single point of contact for contracting arrangements, and
for other actjvities where Task Force action is required.
Subtask 2. cipate in Task Force Activities

LY
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The PM, or a designated alternate, will attend all Task Force and Technical Committee meetings,
and any other meetings as outlined in subtask 1. The Project Manager will also communicate
information af Task Force activities to the broader scientific community.
Management Task Deliverables:
List of meetings attended and summary of Management Activities .
Report on the status of subcontracts and summary of university scientists participation
Finantial report

all activitics related 1o the search for and selection of umiversity scientists to
provide advige and assistance to the Task Force.

Subtask 1. PRA Sclentific Assistance Database.

Information ¢oncerning respondents, their areas of interest/expertise and their availability has
been added % the CWPPRA Scientific Assistance database from previous Solicitations of
Interest. Original CVs and information sheets are kept on file, and will be used by the PM and
the Scientific Steering Committee to provide a list of appropriate scientists to conduct the tasks
outlined in this Plan of Work.

Subtask 2. Selection of University Scientists

The Project Manager will conduct a preliminary screening of the data base and remove from
conside:atioq this year those with expertise outside the desired fields. The Scientific Steering
Committee will evaluate which of these interested scientists are best suited for the activities to be
performed. The Scientific Steering Committee will provide the COTR with a list of names for
consideration which exceeds the number of scientists actually required by no more than 100%
(c.g., where ¢ne person is required, no more than 2 names will be provided). The COTR will
consult with the Academic Assistance subcommittee to make the final selection of scientists.
This final sefection stage will include input as necessary from the Scientific Steering Committee.
The COTR wi notify the Project Manager of the final selections within ten working days of
being provided with the list.

Solicitation [l‘uk Deliverables:
List of interested university scientists meeting the minimum selection criteria
Copy of the CWPPRA Scientific Assistance database
Costs: '
025 man months

. . . . K
The develo of Priority Project List 8 (PPL8) includes the screening meeting for the initjal
project selection, Wetland Value Assessment (WVA) field trips, WVA group meetings, and
meetings of the Planning and Evaluation Subcommittee and Technical Committee for final
project selection. For PPL8 up to five university scientists will participate in these tasks. The
scietitists wﬁll provide advice and assistance to Task Force personnel. The Task Force estimates
that there will be approximately 10 projects considered in detail for PPLS.

PPL Task Deliverables:
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The main deliverable for this Task is the direct input provided by the University
scientists. No written deliverable will be provided.

Workshop Task
LUMCON will organize and congduct an informal information transfer workshop. This will be

held during early Spring 1997. The meeting will last one day. Task Force personnel will be
invited to give presentations conceming the CWPPRA process and the current status of project
implementatiop, monitoring and feasibility studies. The Scientific Steering Committee, in
association with representatives of Task Force agencies, will develop a schedule of presentations
ﬁomacﬁw'pﬂmdrmrchus.mgodoﬁhueprumﬁomwmbeminfomdnhska
ofcmtrsramhpmjecupelﬁnmtmmhueaﬁonmdmstomﬁonmwmshopﬁﬂbe
publicized to the scientists on the CWPPRA Scientific Assistance database who may attend at
their own cost. Travel funds and honoraria will be provided to those scientists giving
presentations. Travel funds will be provided to members of the Scientific Steering Committee. A
questionnaire will be distributed to al] attendees requesting feedback on the usefulness of the
meeting and how any future such meetings might be improved.
Workshop Task Deliverables:

List af workshop attendees

Synopsis of attendee comments
Costs

4 Project Manager Days

2 rdinator Days

3 Clerical Days
plus travel, honoraria, supplies for mailing, copying, operating services (inc. postage), and

meeting ements.
iy

A group ofsbienﬁstsofvaryingmdemicdisciplinswiﬂbenss'anbledandwiﬂbeca]ledupon
to assist the Tochnical Advisory Group (TAG) in the development of Monitoring Plans for
individual CWPPRA projects.
Monitoring Task Deliverables:

The geliverables for this task will be direct input of the scientists to the TAG and the
toring Plans. No specific written deliverable will be provided.

TAG meetings - 11 scientist days approx.

cost for this plan of work, not including Feasibility Stdy tasks, is §64,979.

The costs fo, sala:iesmd&ingebeneﬁsintthUMCONcomponentofthebudgetmbased
upon actual palaries and have been calculated on a per meeting basis. As with all other
categories, should the number of Tesk Force meetings increase, costs will increase accordingly.
Travel costs have also been estimated. They cannot be final until personnel are appointed and
meetmglocltnonsmﬁmlmd.
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The costs for Falu.ries and fringe benefits on subcontracted tasks are by necessity estimated.
Scientists salary is estimated to average $400/day including fringe benefits and indirect costs.
Universities will provide more accurate information as subcontracts are established. Direct costs
will be limited to salaries, and fringe benefits. All travel reimbursements will comply with
current Louisiana state regulations and will be reimbursed directly from LUMCON.

LUMCON indirect costs hare been charged at a rate of 40% on direct costs excluding
subcontracts. LUMCON will charge an overhead rate of 10% on subcantracted funds.

The Project will over see the budget for the project, and ensure that appropriate
documentatian of costs is provided. Should an increase in the budget be required, the Project
Manager will contact the COTR as soon as these noeds are foreseen.

|

f
|
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FY 98 MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
CORPS OF ENGINEERS
AND THE
LOUISIANA UNIVERSITIES MARINE CONSORTIUM

FOR COAST 2050

1. Purpose

This agreement, between the Department of the Army, hereinafter referred to as the "Corps,"
represented by the District Engineer, New Orleans District, and the Louisiana Universities
Marine Consortium, hereinafter referred to as LUMCON, represented by the Executive Director,
is hereby entered into under the authority of the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and
Restoration Act (CWPPRA).

The Corps has requested professional assistance from LUMCON to provide the expertise of
university scientists in various aspects of coastal restoration under CWPPRA. LUMCON is
willing to provide the requested services.

IL. Scope of Work
LUMCON agrees to provide the following services (summarized below and detailed in
Attachment I, Plan of Work, as amended).

A. Provide academic assistance on the Regional Teams as needed.
B. Utilize data provided by the COE and prepare computer-generated maps of the future land
loss and gain at years 50 and 100 for the area from the Atchafalaya River to the Sabine River.

III Terms of Agreement
A. This agreement becomes effective on the date of the last official signature and expires on 30

December 1998.

B. LUMCON wiil make known to the Corps the need for any changes to the awarded agreement
as soon as possible. Any revisions to the agreement shall be coordinated with the Academic
Assistance Subcommittee of the CWPPRA Task Force.

C. In disputes concerning a question of fact relating specifically to the work to be performed, the
decision of the Corps Point of Contact shall be final, subject to appellate review.

D. The Corps will reimburse LUMCON for expenses as per Attachment 2, Cost Estimate, and all
mutually agreed upon expenditures.

E. The Corps will provide all funds required for completion of the services outlined in the



attached Plan of Work. In no case will expenditures be allowed to exceed the funds available. If
available funds are exhausted, the Corps will direct LUMCON to stop or suspend work pending
final resolution and decision on the course of action necessary.

F. Should additional funds be required in one of the above tasks (II A through F), LUMCON
may rebudget between tasks after consultation with Representative.

G. This agreement shall be terminated on 30 December 1998; provided that upon thirty (30) days
written notice, either party to this agreement may terminate or suspend this agreement without

penalty.

IV. Liability
The Corps, its agents and employees assume no responsibility for injury to property or persons
resulting from or related to work under this agreement.

V. Payment
The Corps, upon acceptance of this agreement, will obligate and reserve $106,000 for services to

be completed under the terms of this agreement. These funds will be furnished to LUMCON on a
reimbursable basis as costs are incurred. LUMCON will provide a quarterly billing and
accounting to the Corps for agreement costs.

Address for Billing
Suzanne R. Hawes
Planning Division
Corps of Engineers

P. O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160

Payment for billing will be made payable to Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium and
mailed to LUMCON, Accounts Receivable, 8421 Highway 56, Chauvin, LA 70344.

Point of Contact for LUMCON project management is Denise Reed 504 851-2800.

Point of Contact for Corps billing and funding is Suzanne R. Hawes 504 862-2518.

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY LOUISIANA UNIVERSITIES
CORPS OF ENGINEERS MARINE CONSORTIUM
BY: ‘ BY:

William L. Conner Michael J. Dagg, Ph.D.
TITLE: Colonel, District Engineer TITLE: Executive Director

DATE: DATE:




PLAN OF WORK
FOR
UNIVERSITY SCIENTISTS ASSISTANCE TO
LOUISIANA COASTAL CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION TASK FORCE
COAST 2050
by
LOUISIANA UNIVERSITIES MARINE CONSORTIUM
8124 Hwy. 56
Chauvin, LA 70344
Tel (504) 851-2800 FAX (504) 851-2874
This Plan of Work includes activities to provide scientific assistance to the Louisiana Coastal
Conservation and Restoration Task Force (hereinafter "Task Force"). It has been developed by

the Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium (LUMCON) and covers the period through 30
December 1998.

The Chief Project Manager will be the Executive Director of LUMCON, who will appoint a
Project Manager to work on the project. The Project Manager (PM) will be responsible for
managing the tasks described below.

Coast 2050 Task

Six umver51ty sclennsts will be requested to prov1de input, as appropnate, to Task Force =
activities under the Coast 2050 planning effort. This will involve participation in the Regional
Planning Teams. University scientists will conduct tasks appropriate to their fields of expertise
at the direction of the Regional Team Leader and the Planning Management Team.

The LSU Natural Systems Engineering Laboratory wﬂl be requested to utlllze the data furnished
by the COE to prepare a computer-generated Future with No Action Map for the area from the
Atchafalaya River to the Sabine River (referred to as "Cheniere Plain"). This map will indicate
the land loss (due to various causes) and the land gain (from CWPPRA Priority Lists 1-6 and
other restoration projects) at years 50 and 100.

The "Cheniere Plain" map will be merged with the previously developed "Deltaic Plain” map to
prepare a land loss/gain map of the entire Louisiana coastal area.



Deliverables

Subtask 1

Direct input of the scientists to the Coast 2050 meetings will be the main deliverable. A list of
meetings attended will also be provided.

Subtask 2

Twenty copies of the "Cheniere Plain” map will be furnished on 11x17 paper. One copy of the
map of the entire coastal area will be provided, at a yet to be agreed upon scale.

Costs
Project management costs for this effort will be covered by funds already allocated for Project

Management in existing Memoranda of Agreement concerning CWPPRA. Each participating
scientists in Subtask 1 will receive approximately two months of salary for their efforts and an
allowance for travel and supplies. The cost for Subtask 2 will be $20,000.

Cost Estimates

The estimated cost for this Plan of Work is $105,336. See attachment.

All travel reimbursements will comply with current Louisiana state regulations. Direct costs will
be limited to salaries, fringe benefits, travel and supplies. LUMCON will charge an overhead
rate of 10% on subcontracted funds.

The PM will oversee the budget for the project and ensure that appropriate documentation of
costs is provided. Should an increase in the budget be required, the PM will contact the COTR
as soon as these needs are foreseen.



09/09/87 14:35 FAX 504 851 2874 LUMCON

Cost Estimate 1998
Coast 2050

Subcontracts for Chenjer Plain No Action Map
Subcontracts for R.egfioml team members (four in total)
Total Direct Costs

LUMCON Indirect Costs @ 10% on subcontracted funds
TOTAL COST

Coast 2050

20000
75760
95760
9576
105336

K 008/008



COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEETING
July 23, 1997

ENCLOSURE 7

CWPPRA PPL 7 CANDIDATE PROJECTS

Encl 7



Project No. Nominee Project Name
iPBs-1 Upper Oak River Froshwater Introduction Siphon
IxBA-sa
BA-21 [Selected Shoreline Stab. Along Bayou Perot and Rigoletites Ba. Basin Land Bridge
|PPO-2dh |L. Borgne Shore Prot., E&W, of Sheli Beach
CS-48

{SA-1) Sabine Refuge Marsh Creation

PO-11 |[Cut Off Bayou Marsh Restoration

XBA 1a "i" lVegelative Plantings of Dredge Material Disposal Site on Grand Terre Island
TE-11a"ii" ||Lake Pelto Dedicated Dredging and New Cut Closure

IXTE-62 lNine Isiand Eastward Expansion

IXME-22 Pecan Island Terracing

IXME-42 Hog Bayou FW Intro. (South Grand Chenlere Freshwater intro.}

7110/97



COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEETING
January 16, 1998

LETTER FROM MR. NORM THOMAS

Prepared 01/15/98

Tab E
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T DALLAS, TX 75202-2733

To reslore coastal Louisiana wetlands. What a story!!

To the Task Force, the Technical Commitice, the Plan and Kvaluation
Conumittee, the Coalition, the Academics, the Consultants, all the people
who have contributed.....] thank you for allowing me to be a part of the
cffort. For being a part of (his massivc undcrtaking has heen the highlight
of my career. Also, having known all of you has been the highest of
rewards. As Jcanenc has so often said, “Don’t ever give up!™ Please, all of
you, never give up the goals that the peuple of Louisiana have entrusted ycu
with,

Sincercly,

Norm Thomas
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COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEETING
January 16, 1998

REPORT ON POTENTIAL FUNDING DEFERRALS
IN MULTI-YEAR FUNDED PROJECTS

For Task Force Decision.
The Technical Committee reviewed the following multi-year funded projects to
determine the potential for deferring the FY 98 funding of these projects to FY 992,

FY 98 Amount that may
Programmed be Deferred to
Amount FY 99
a. Bayou Lafourche Siphon,
BA-25, PBA-20; (EPA) $15,487,000 $7,500,000
b. Delta-Wide Crevasses,
MR-9, PMR-10; (NMFS) $2,736,950 $2,736,950
c. Penchant Basin Plan,
TE-34, PTE-261; (NRCS) $7,051,550 $7,051,550
d. Lake Boudreaux Basin Freshwater
Introduction and Hydrologic
Management, Alternative B,
TE-32, TE-7f; (USFWS) $4,915,850 $4,915,650
e. Myrtle Grove Siphon,
BA-24, XBA-48a; (NMFS) $5,000,000 $5,000,000
f. Nutria Harvest for Coastwide
Restoration, LA-2PTV-5; (USFWS) $1,740,000 $1,100,000

2 Bayou Boeuf Pumping Station, Increment 1, TE-33, XTE-32i; (EPA) is a potential
deauthorization at this time.

#at M
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COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEETING
January 16, 1998

CONSIDERATION FOR APPROVAL OF PRO]ECT DEAUTHORIZATIONS

For Task Force Decision.

Mr. Schroeder will present the Technical Committee’s recommendation for
deauthorization of the projects listed below. The enclosure contains details of these
requests.

a. Eden Isles East Marsh Restoration Project (PPO-4);
b. Bayou Perot/Bayou Rigolettes Restoration Project (BA-21, XBA-65A); and
c. White’s Ditch Outfall Management (BS-4a)

Standard Operating Procedures for deauthorization (enclosed) have been followed in
the process for this request.

Recommendation of the Technical Committee:
That the Task Force approve the projects presented for deauthorization.

Prepared 01/15/98 Tab G



COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION, AND RESTORATION ACT

FACT SHEET

Eden Isles East Marsh Restoration Project (PP0O-4),
4th Priority Project Lisat

Location: The project is located on a tract of land {about

2,536 acres) in St. Tammany Parish adjacent to Interstate 10 and
Lake Pontchartrain (see attached project map) .

Purpose: The project consists of operating and maintaining the

current pumping station and levee along the southern portion of
the property at The Rigolets. This effort would increase water
levels in the impoundment to facilitate the conversion of
pasture land into fresh and intermediate marsh. Water levels
would be maintained at +1.90 ft National Gecdetic Vertical Datum
(NGVD) rather than the present -6.0 ft NGVD level that has
drained the area. Waster water from the Slidell sewerage
disposal plant would likely have been fed into the area.

Status: Under this project, there was a proposal to acquire the
required tract of land. Twice, the Fish and Wildlife Service
and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) placed bids
with the Resolution Trust Corporation to seek to acquire the
land. Both times, the bids were turned down due to higher bids
being received by private developers., Presently, we understand
that development is underway on the tract at this time. 1In
consequence, the Federal sponsor NMFS in concurrence with the
State of Louisiana have requested that the project be
deauthorized, as no apparent opportunity exists to move forward
with this project. The project's current cost estimate is
$5,018,968; to date, there has been no funding expenditure on
the project. For more information concerning this bProject,
please contact Mr. Tim Osborn, (301) 713-0174, NMFS,

Silver Spring, Maryland.
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COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION, AND RESTORATION ACT

FACT SHEET

Bayou Perot/Bayou Rigolettes
Restoration Project (BA-21, XBA-65A),
3rd Priority Project List

Location. The proposed project would cover approximately 1,065

acres 2 miles west of Barataria and Lafitte in Jefferson Parish,
between Bayous Perot and Rigolettes (gee attached project map).

Purpose. The project plan calls for spray dredging sediment
from the bayous to create a low, wide berm 250 ft wide and 1 ft
above marsh level when settled. This would reestablish the
shoreline on the peninsula and protect the interior marsh.
Access would be maintained in the project area through existing
bayous and cuts, and an existing canal in the center of the
peninsula. Borrow areas would be located not to increase
erogion or cause a dissolved oxygen problem.

Statua. The project has been on hold for some time due to the

very unstable and rapidly eroding site. In consequence, the
Federal sponsor NMFS in concurrence with the State of Louisiana
has requested that the project be deauthorized. The project's
current cost estimate is $1,834,750; to date, $6,074 has been
spent. For more information concerning this project, please
contact Mr. Tim Osborn, (301) 713-0174, NMFS, Silver Spring,
Maryland.
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COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION, AND RESTORATION ACT

FACT SHEET

White’s Ditch Outfall Management (BS-4a),
3rd Priority Project List

Location. The project is intended to benefit approximately
5,243 acres of wetland habitat to the east of the Mississippi
River near Belair in Plaquemines Parish. Bayou Garelle and Oak

River are respectively located to the south and east of the
project (see attached map) .

Purpose. The purpose of the project is to manage the White's
Ditch ocutfall area for marsh restoration and enhancement
through: maintenance dredging of the Belair Canal, constricting
channels to encourage sediment deposition, freshwater inflow,
and nutrient retention in the marsh.

Status. The major landowner in the area has objections to some

of the project features and believes the project area is _
benefiting satisfactorily from the Caernarvon Diversion. The
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) (the project's
Federal sponsor) and the State of Louisiana has requested that
the project be deauthorized. The project's current cost
estimate is $766,160;: to date, $24,353 has been spent. For more
information concerning this project, please contact Mr. Donald
Gohmert, (318) 473-7816, NRCS, Alexandria, Louisiana.
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CWPPRA STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES

Project Deauthorizati

5.r. Project Deauthorization,

(1) When the Lead Agency and the Local Sponsor agree that it is ,
necessary to deauthorize a Project prior to construction, they shall submit a Istter to the
Technical Committee explaining the reasons for requesting the deauthorization and
requesting approval by the Task Force.

(2) If agreement between the Lead Agency and the Local Sponsor is not
reached, either party may then appeal directly to the Technical Committee. The
Technical Committee will forward to the Task Force a recommendation conceming
deauthorization of the project. Nothing herein shail preciude the Lead Agency or the
Local Sponsor from bringing a request for deauthorization to the Task Force
irespective of the recommendation of the Technical Commiiitse.

(3) Upon submittal of a request for deauthorization to the Technical 7
Committes, all parties shall suspend ali future obligations and expenditures as toon as?
practicable, until the issue is resolved.

(4) Upon receiving preliminary approval from the Task Force to
deauthorize a Project, the Chairperson of the Technical Committea shiall sand notice to
the Louisiana Congrassional delegation, the State House and Senate Natural
Resources Committee chairs, the State Senator(s) and State Representative(s) in
whose district the project falls, senior parish officials in the parish(es) whers the
ijoctisbcated.anyhndowmnwhoupropeﬂywouldbedirocﬂyaﬂo@edbyme
Project, and any interasted parties, requasting their comments and advising them that,
at the next Task Force meeting, a final decision on dsauthorization will be made.

(5) Whan the Task Force determines that a Project should be sbandoned
or no longer pursued because of economic or other reasons, all expenditures shall
cease immediately or as soon as practicable. Congress and the State House and
Senate Natural Resources Committee chairs will be informed of the decision.

(8) Cnce a Project is deauthorized by the Task Force, it shall be
categorized as “completed” and closed-out as required by paragraph 5.s.

-
-+



COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEETING
January 16, 1998

IDENTIFICATION OF KNOWN COST INCREASES IN THE PROGRAM
AND POTENTIAL DEAUTHORIZATIONS

For Information.
Mr. Podany will present to the Task Force an analysis of the known program cost
increases and deauthorizations, which is enclosed. This information was used to form a

“snapshot” of the program’s fiscal status to assist in sizing the 7th and 8t Priority Project
Lists. '

Prepared 01/15/98 Tab H
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CEMVN-PD-FE 15-Jan-98
PROGRAM STATUS
ADDITIONAL KNOWN INCREASES

Cumulative
Federal Federal Funding
Total Costs Costs Status
Starting Point (20 Dec 97 Spreadsheet) ($4,352,000)
1. Adjustments (Assume 85-15 Cost Sharing)
a. Fully-Funded Cost Increase of West Belle Pass $300,000 $255,000 ($4,607,000)
b. Fully-Funded Cost of Grand Bayou $100,000 $85,000 ($4,692,000)
Expansion, $2.9M vs. $2.8M
c. Fully-Funded Cost of Approved Monitoring Plans* $£,000,000 $4,250,000 ($8,942,000)
d. Fully-Funded Cost of Unapproved Monitoring Plans* $4,140,000 $3,519,000 ($12,461,000)
e. Anticipated Qyster Lease Impacts* $625,000 $531,250 ($12,992,250)
{. Anticipated O&M Increases” $12,000,000  $10,200,000 ($23,192,250)
2. Additional Potential Deauthorizations
None $0 $0
Cumulative
Fed. Share of  Federal Funding
3. Deferrals 7th List Cost Total Deferred Deferrad Ami Status
a. Delta-Wide Crevasses $2,736,950 $2,736,950 $2,326,408  ($20,865,843)
b. Penchant Basin Plan $7.051,550 $7,051,550 $5,993,818 {$14,872,025)
¢. Lake Boudreaux Basin $4,915,850 $4,915,650 $4,178,303  ($10,693,723)
d. Nutria Harvest Demo $1,740,000 $1,100,000 $935,000 ($9,758,723)
e. Bayou Lafourche Siphon $15,487,000 $7,500,000 $6,375,000 {$3,383,723)
f. Myrtle Grove Siphon $5,000,000 $5,000,000 $4,250,000 $1,616,278
Subtotal $36,931,350 $ 28,304,150 $24,058,528
4. Other Adjustments
Amount
a. FY 99 Federal Aliotment $42,100,000 $43,716,278
b. 8th List Federal Funding $24,058,528 $19,657,750
of Deferred Projects
Amount
5. Federal Funds Available for New Projects on 7th and 8th List $19,657,750
Non-Federal Matching Share $3,468,083
Total Funds Available for New Projects On 7th & 8th Lists $23,126,733

* Preliminary estimates provided by the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources

Page 1



COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEETING
January 16, 1998

RECOMMENDATION OF THE 7TH PRIORITY PROJECT LIST
AND DISCUSSION OF THE 8™ PRIORITY PROJECT LIST

For Task Force Decision.

Mr. Schroeder will present the recommendation of the Technical Committee for the
7% Priority Project List and introduce discussion of the 8t Priority Project List.
Background information is shown in the enclosure.

Recommendation of the Technical Committee:
The Technical Committee recommends to the Task Force:

a. the selection of the following projects for the the 7% Priority Project List (total
fuily funded costs are shown for each project in parantheses):

e Vegetative Plantings of Dredge Material Disposal Site

on Grand Terre Island, XBA 1a "i" ($928,900)

¢ Pecan Island Terracing, XME-22 ($2,185,900)

e Cut Off Bayou Marsh Restoration, PO-11 ($6,510,200)

¢ Selected Shoreline Stabilization Along Bayou Perot and Rigoletttes,

Barataria Basin Land Bridge, Phase 1, XBA-63i/BA-21I ($10,342,700)

e Effects of Sediment and Nutrients on Thin-Mat Flotant Marsh, CW-(Demo)
($460,222)

Total = $20,427,922

b. consideration for composing the 8t Priority Project List of the remaining phases
of the multi-year funded projects approved on prior Priority Project Lists.

Prepared 01/15/98 Tab I



Table 5

Projects Selected for Impiementation
on the Sixth Priority Projects List®

3 -
Cummuiative
Project Name of Selecieq Project on Fully Funded Bth List 7th List Fully Fundeq
No. Sth Prority Proct List Tatal Cast Phase 1 Cost | Phase 2 Cost Total Cost
IXCS44 [Black ayou Hydroiogx: Restoration $ 8316800 | § 6316800 $ 831680
TE-32i |Bayou Bosul Pump Station, incrament 1 $ 500,000 | § 150,000 | 8 2500003 8818800
R-10 [Cetta-Wide Cravasses $ S473000]s 2738950 |§ 2789501 ¢ 12,200,100
Marsh Isend Hydrologic Restoration $_ 409490035 4,084,500 $ 16,385,500
E‘E-Zﬂ Penchant Basin Plan without Shorgling 51 $ 141031008 7054550 |§ 70515503 30,488,700
TV-150 ;| Sedimant Trapping at the Jaws $ 3187400 |8 2.187.400 § 33.880,100
Caha/Avery Canals Hydrologic Restoration
PXTV-25i |Increment 1 (8ana Stabilization Oniy) $§ 2387.700{$ 2387700 $ 38,023,800
Lake Boudreawux Basin Frashwater Introduction and|
TE-7t__ [Hydrologic Managemant - Aftemative 8 § 9.831.300{% 4.915650|8 491585 $ 45,835 v00
[IPBA-120 [Baratania Bay Waterway Bank Protection Sast $§ 5019900|% 5019.900 $ %0,875,000
Marsh Creation East of the Alchafalaya River -
W-3i JAvoca isiand (Incremant 1) $ 543840035 5.438.400 $ 57.313.400
Sub-totais:f § 57,313,400 | 3 42,259 250 $ 14,954,150
Oustpan /Cuttarhead Dredging for Marsh Creation
MR-12bin the Missinsipgs River Deita Region $ 180000018 1,800,000 | § . $ 58.913,400
E""’ Nutria Harvest for Wettand Rastoration $ 21400008 400,000 15 1,740,000 | § 81,083,400 l
Ig'rv-s Cheniers ay Tigrs Sediment Trapping Device 3 81,583,400
f Totals; i
Proposed Schedule of Allocations for Phased Projects
e | ame o Tojct o
No. Praviously Approved Listy Sth List Cost | &th List Cost | 7th List Cost Cost
nPBAAZG Bayou Lafourche Siphon § 10000008 8.000.000 3 15.487.000 | § 24.487.000
LEM&. Myrtis Grove Siphan $ 4500000 |8 5.000,000 $§ 50000003 15,500,000
110 | Sweet'Wilow Lakes mmin Rostoration § 2300,000{% 2.500.000 $ - $ 4800000
’ | Annual Totaly; 7.800.000 | § 16.500.000 | § 20.487.000 X o *
$ 61258250 $ 37.181,1%0

'nmwhggecamwam

Grand Totals for §th ang 7th List:

Conservation and Restoration Task Force,
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CVA/COASTAL WETLANDS BRIEFING - 2/24/98

Coastal Wetlands Grant Programs

Three coastal wetlands grants programs, the Louisiana Program, the Coasta| Wetlands
Conservation Grant Program, and the North American Grant Program, are authorized
by the Coastal Wetiands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act of 1990 to conserve,
protect, restore, Mmanage and enhance cogstaj wetlands in the U.S. The three Grant
Programs receive the receipts from the small engine fuels tax or 18% of the total
deposits in the SFR Account, whichever is greater. Authority to transfer small engine
fuels tax receipts to the SFR Account from the Highway Trust Fund (through the
Aquatic Resources Trust Fund) expires on October 1, 1998, Receipts from FY 1998
will be available for the Program in FY 1998 but no further deposits will be made into
the SFR Account for this program after FY 1998, Of the 18%, the LA wetlands project
receives 70%, the Service's coastal wetlands program receives 15% and the North
American Wetlands Conservation Fund receives 15%. g3

H#

The Louisiana program developed a Restoration Plan to resto(e 211,000 acres of z&z
wetlands, and is near completing a Conservation Plan for the' State. About $180 miliion

in Federal and State matching funds have been obligated for'ss restoration projects to

date; @projects have been completed, and 6 more are under construction,

Construction will begin on'1Zmore Projects in FY 1997, These projects wil protect,

create, restore and enhance nearl@acres of wetlands in coastal Louisiana, The
FWS is implementingq@of the%'gT Task Force-approved projects, and has completed 5

The Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant Program has been Successful with 24 of 35
Coastal States and Territories participating. QOver 48,000 acres of wetlands ecosystems
have been acquired and over 4,000 acres have been restored. States consistently
féquest more than double the funds available, and revenues have averaged only abaut
47% of the maximum funding limit.



construction. The FWS ig implementing 9 projects, 5 of which have been completed. Of the 93
projects approved to date, 10 projects have been de-authorized or recommended for de-
authorization.

The Task Force is also funding large-scale feasibility studies of Mississippi River sediment
diversion and barrier island shoreline Testoration; both studies will be completed in 1998

The Conservation Plan goal is to achieve no net development-related wetlands loss. EPA the
Corps, and the FWS are responsible for assisting the State in plan development, Teview, approval,
and evaluation. The State submitted a plan for approval in May 1997. The F ederal agencies
approved that plan in November 1997, at which time the State's cost share for restoration projects
dropped to 15 percent, and (in accordance with Section 532 of the Water Resources
Development Act of 1996) 10 percent for Projects approved in calender years 1996 ang 1997

DISCUSSION:

Louisiana.

The Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana (Coalition) supports the “Coast 2050 Planning effort;
they have also advocated 2 stronger funding commitment by the State of Louisiana,

Prepared by: David W. Frugé, FWS, Lafayette, LA (318) 262-6662 (Ext. 232)
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The Honorable Bryce Babbir
Secretary
Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Mr. Secrerary:

I would tike to cordially invite yoy o testify before the Subcommittes on Fisheries

_Consexvation, Wildli d Oceans og Tuesday, Mareh 3, 1998, at :00 .. in Room 1334
Longwonh Hopse Office Building.

The purpose of this hearing wil] be to obtain testimony on H.R. 2973, the Sportfishine
and Boating Impmy Act of 1997, A fundamenml goal of this legislation is ta exteny the
Federal Aid in Spert Fish Restoration Program uari] October 1, 2005.

The Subcommines is also intmtsg in%t procedures have begp implemented 1o
monitor the effectiveness of the tunds, distribution of funds, the collaction of excise taxes (&
@nd whether the amount of money st aside for administrative costs I3 ¢xcessive, Any

@ comments on the scape, focus, and o cradon of this program Wil be appreciated.

be submitted to the Subcomumittee (Roam H1-805 O'Neill House Office Building) Do later
than of busj op Friday, Fe 27, 1958, Pleasc keep in mind that while your
wrinen testimony will be made part of the official record in jes entirety, your oral testimony
will be limited 1o five mirmites. Enclosed is a ser of guidelipes further derailing the
Tequirements for hearing Stitements, written comments, and exhibits. Consisterre with the

htpfererer. ha usa,govrovoucees!
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5,23/98 _MON 10:41 FAX 202 208 7058 FWS/LS e Bus
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ppearance, please contact Subcommittes staff. Should you have
dny questons or need further information, please contact Joeseph Love at (202) 2260200,

Sincerely,

aa— M%ht
Jim ShSeon
Ghairipan
Subcommities on Fisheries Conservation,
Wildlife and QOceans

Enclosure
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C 202 208 7o T FWs/LsT T R @oo
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON prspmrirs CONSERVATION,
- WILDLIFE & OCEANS

Committee ¢p Resources
U.S. House ar Representativay
H1-805 O*Neill House Office Building
Washingmy, D.C. 20515
(202) 226.0300 (phone)

(202) 225-1542 (fax)

AS you prepare 1o testify, please keemy i ming the fallawing formaging rquircments for tha
ponige of hearing SRlements, writen Comments, and exhibirs.

e Bollowing miﬂmmmyumywnﬁukkth:l@uh&emhﬁmm Duriny
puw:%youmqnbmi:‘mcﬁwﬁnmnmu:mudcm&h 8¢ Spplemcntnry’ smaterier olely for distribuion o e

Bach statemeps ang exhih&pmmdmma&mmi&aaforinduinninthepu'nmd record muse
cagform @ the gridelineg listed below, we will nutpﬁntstzrqnenrsnrc:!ﬁbis ROt iNl compliznea
with rhm:gtﬁdﬁneg we wmmainsudzm:hﬁalsinthecﬂmmiu:ﬁlesfar:Eﬁswandusebythc
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a0y
dkﬁbuﬁmmm&mmiuummsudthapm Flease nes sig
_lilic__r;siz:('siix II)EE—Mtn exceed 3 total of 12 Dages.
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Author: Robert Pacific at 9AR~FA1
Date: 2/24/98 11:04 aM

Priority: Urgent

TO: R4FWE ILALa (David Fruge) at 4AT~ES

The House Subcommittee on Fisheries Conservation, Wildlife and Oceans
invited the Dept. of the T
13%8, at Z2pm in rm 1334 Longworth House Office Bldyg.

We got the invitation Yesterday afternoon, and I just completed a
writeup for the testimony. 1 will fax You the fequest, and I am
attaching my draft testimony on the coastal wetlands bPortion. of
course they want it this morning.

The attached Writeup was done last year for a similar briefing, ang
reviewed by you. Should thig writeup be updated? Let me know asap.






CVA/COASTAL WETLANDS BRIEFING - 2/24/98

Clean Vessef Act Pumpout Grant Program

The 1992 Clean Vessel Act Pumpout grant program, authorized for $40 million through 1997 to instal)
pumpout and dump stations to heip clean our nation's waters from sewage contamination, has been a
successful program. Forty-nine of the 56 States and Territories will have canstructed 2,200 pumpout
stations and 1,400 dump stations, which will more than double the facilities in the U.S, All coastal
States have participated in the CVA program. States report a significant increase in the use of
pumpouts and report needing an additional 3,200 pumpout and dump stations and neary $60 million,
Funds in the amount of $10 million per year for five years should be allocated through a competitive
grant program, with inland and coastal States receiving equai consideration. Funds should be available
for three years for obligation.

Coastal Wetlands Grant Programs

Three coastal wetiands grants programs, the Louisiana Program, the Coastal Wetlands Conservation
Grant Program, and the North American Grant Program, are authorized by the Coastal Wetlands
Planning, Protection and Restoration Act of 1990 to conserve, protect, restore, manage and enhance
coastal wetlands in the U.S. The three Grant programs receive the receipts from the small engine fuelg
tax or 18% of the total deposits in the SFR Account, whichever s greater. Authority to transfer sall
engine fuels tax receipts to the SFR Account from the Highway Trust Fund (through the Aquatic
Resourcss Trust Fund) expires on October 1 , 1988. Receipts from FY 1898 will be available for the
program in FY 1898 but no further deposits will be made into the SFR Account for this program after Fy
1998. Of the 18%, the LA wetlands project receives 70%, the Service's coastal wetlands program
receives 15% angd the North American Wetlands Conservation Fund receives 15%.

The Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant Program has been successfui with 24 of 35 coasta States
and Territories participating. Over 48,000 acres of wetlands ecosystems have been acquired and over
4,000 acres have been restored. States consistently request more than double the funds available, and
revenues have averaged only about 47% of the maximum funding limit.

Since 1991, the North American Wetlands Conservation Fund has SUpported 67 projects that span 25
States and represent the conservation of more than 160,000 acres of coastal wetland ecosystems,
‘Through the Fund's highly succassful matching grants program, $46 miliion in CWPPRA monies have
generated more than $87 million in non-Federal matching dollars and about $170 million in total partner
funds,

Extending the small engine fuels tax transfer is vital to ail three wetlands grant programs authorized by
CWPPRA, and the Service supports the extension of this tay transfer,
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BRIEFING STATEMENT

BUREAU: Fish and Wildlife Service

ISSUE: Department of Interior (Departme‘nt) Involvement in Implementation of
Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration A ¢t (CWPPRA) in
Louisiana

BACKGROUND:



I@Qmugqmwmm of the 7th Priority Project List* 1/13/98

Project No. Nominee Project Name DNR EPA | NRCS | FWS | NMFS | GoE Total
XME-22 Pecan island Terracing 15 17 8 16 16 13 8

Barataria Basin Land Bridge Shoreline
IXBA-63 Stabilization Along Bayou Perot and .
lBi\-21 Rigoletttes, Phase 1 13 7 16 15 14 17 a2

egetative Planting of Dredge Materia] q 6

XBA 1a " |Disposal Site on Grand Terre Island 16 16 1 17 17 14 81 ;Yi 1
PO-11 Ut Off Bayou Marsh Restoration —# 14 8 13 9 15 12 71

Upper Oak River Freshwaler introduction
~BS-1 Siphon 10 15 14 14 7 11 71

,Sabine Refuge Marsh Creation, Alt No. 3 6 13 6 11 11 15 62 dﬂiﬂ&?

x_
Sabine Refuge Marsh Creation, Alt No, 1 12 g 2 8 13 16 80yl

outh Grand Cheniere Freshwater ;]
IXME-42 Introduction (Hog Bayou FW Introduction) " 5 15 6 6 10 5
?gi\?:)ts fSabine Refuge Marsh Creation, Alt No. 5 8 11 4 13 9 [+ 51 m
‘ z(s?fﬁa "Sablne Refuge Marsh Creation, Alt No. 4 7 12 5 12 10 5 51 D(V%
I(S(i\-;)a ,Sabine Refuge Marsh Creation, Alt No, 2 5 10 7 10 12 4 4 ldazL‘.tj

Wine Island Eastward Expansion 17 & 3 5 5 g 45

BA-21 Rigoletttes, Phase 0 2 4 17 7 8 3 41
Lake Pelto Dedicated Dredging and New Caf
E-11aii Closure 1 14 10 4 4 8 41
PPO-2dh  |iLake Borgne Shore Protaction, Base v 9 3 12 1 1 1 27
Lake Borgne Shore Protection, Base + East
PPO-2dh  [land West 3 1 9 3 3 7 26 ldﬁl’:&‘
PPO-2dh "Lake Borgne Shore Protection, Base + East 4 2 11 2 2 2 2—3" M
Cummulative Project Votes of Each Agency: 153 153 153 153 153 153

X 4+ b {«w_‘w vie CE Qhepam
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e Haton Rauge

M. J "MIK;:;OSTER JA, POST CFFIiCE BOX 94004

GIVERYDE 70804-9004 {504} 342-7018
DATE: January 12, 1998
TO: CWPPRA Task Force Members
C
FM: 5) Cathy Mitias and Cullen Curole, Governor’s Office
RE: State Task Force Resolution of Support for Holly Beach

CWPPRA Priority List process. This portion would support beach nourishment in three
$5,000,000 phases.

Please accept the following copy of the resolution and attachments as prepared by the Department
of Natural Resources and approved by the State Wetlands Task Force.



COASTAL WETLANDS PLAN NING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEETING
January 16, 1998

STATUS OF FEASIBILITY STUDIES

For information.

Mr. Steve Gammill will report to the Task Force on the status of the Louisiana
Barrier Shoreline Study and Mr. Tim Axtman will provide a status report on the
Mississippi River Sediment Nutrient and Fresh Water Redistribution Study. Enclosed
are fact sheets for the two studies.

Prepared 01/15/98 Tah ]
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January 13, 1997
PROJECT FACT SHEET

PROJECT: Louisiana Barrier Shoreline Feasibility Study

1. PURPOSE: To assess and quantify wetland loss problems linked to protection provided by
barrier formations along the Louisiana coast. The study will identify solutions to these problems,
attach an estimated cost to these solutions, and determine the barrier configuration which will best
protect Louisiana’s significant coastal resources from saltwater intrusion, storm surges, wind/wave
activity and oil spills. These resources include, but are not limited to, oil and gas production and
exploration facilities, the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, pipelines, navigable waterways, and fragile
estuarine and island habitats.

2. FACTS:

a. Study Authorjty. This study is authorized pursuant to the Coastal Wetlands Planning,
Protection and Restoration Act (CWPPRA). The study is funded by 100 percent federal funds from
the CWPPRA planning budget. The CWPPRA Task Force, which implements the Act, directed the
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources to be the lead agency for the barrier shoreline feasibility
study. The Louisiana Governor’s Office of Coastal Activities also assists in the implementation of
the study. A steering committee composed of federal agency representatives provides input and
oversight to the study.

b. Locatigy. The study area encompasses the barrier shoreline formations between the
Mississippi and Atchafalaya Rivers, the chenjer plain barrier formations in Vermilion and Cameron
Parishes, and the Chandeleur Islands.

c. lems and Soluti i vesti - The study will investigate coastal wetland
coastal use and resource loss linked to barrier shoreline deterioration.

d. Status. A contract for the feasibility study was let to T. Baker Smith and Sons of Houma,
Louisiana. Funds for year one (31,007,000) were approved by the Task Force at the June 1995

meeting.

The three year study is broken into three geographic phases. Phase 1 (year 1) focuses on the
region between Raccoon Point and the Mississippi River. Phase 2 (year 2) focuses on the chenier
plain. Phase 3 (year 3) focuses on the Chandeleur Islands, the Lake Pontchartrain/I.ake Borgne land

bridge, and the coastal wetlands cast of the Mississippi River.

The feasibility study will generate the following information for each phase: A. Review of
prior studies, reports, and existing projects; B. Conceptual and quantitative system framework: C.
Assessment of resource status and trends; D. Inventory and assessment of physical conditions and
parameters; E. Inventory and assessment of existing environmental resource conditions; F.
Inventory and assessment of existing economic resource conditions; G. Forecast trends in physical
and hydrological conditions with no action; H. Forecast trends in environmental resource conditions
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with no action; I. Formulation of strategic options; J. Assessment of strategic options; K.
Identification and assessment of management and engineering alternatives; L. Description and
rationale for the selected plans; M. Project implementation plans and; N. Final report and EIS

collaboration.

Report Status -
({talics indicate that the draft report is under review by the CWPPRA

Feasibility Study Steering Team and Bold indicates that the draft report is
under revision by the contractor following Steering Team comment.
Projected dates reflect the best optimistic estimate for report completion of

the study manager.

A. Review of prior studies, reports, and existing projects

B. Conceptual and quantitative system framework

C. Assessment of resource status and trends

D. Inventory and assessment of physical conditions and parameters

E. Inventory and assessment of existing environmental resource conditions
F. Inventory and assessment of existing economic resource conditions
G. Forecast trends in physical and hydrological conditions with no action
H. Forecast trends in environmental resource conditions with no action
Ha. Forecast trends in economic resource conditions with no action

1. Formulation of strategic options

J. Assessment of strategic options

K. Identification and assessment of management and engineering
alternatives

L. Description and rationale for the selected plans

M. Project implementation plans and

N. Final report and EIS coliaboration.

Total estimated cost (100% federal) $3,775,000

Allocated for FY 95 $1,007,000
Allocated for FY 96 - $704,000
Allocated for FY 97 $418,000
Allocated for FY 98 $550,000

Status

Final
Final
Final
Final
Final
Final
Draft
Draft
1/97

Drajt
1/98

Draft

2/98
2/98
4/98

. d3r ey

e. Issues. The potential use of Ship Shoal sand in rebuilding the barrier islands has meant
that Minerals Management Service (MMS), the agency which manages minerals on federal property,
must be consulted for EIS work. A contract for an EIS has been let and managed by the MMS with
the input of the other CWPPRA agencies. The Departinent of Natural Resources, the National
Marine Fisheries Service, and the MMS have signed a Memorandum of Agreement which assigns

outcome of the Phase 1 and a determination of the economic effectivness of
sedimerit source for island restoration.

responsibility to the agencies in completing the EIS. The EIS effort is currently on hold pending the

using Ship Shoal as a

The scope of Phase 2 is being revised per Task Force recommendations from the September
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1997 meeting. Schedules and budgets are being developed by DNR and will be available for
Steering Team review in early January 1998.

STUDY MANAGER: Steven Gammill, Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, (504) 342-
0981
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FACT SHEET
CELMN-PD-FE NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT

SUBJECT: Mississippi River Sediment, Nutrient and Freshwater Redistribution Study

1. PURPOSE: To determine means to quantify and optimize the available resources of the
Mississippi River to create, protect and enhance coasta] wetlands and dependent fish and wildlife
populations in coastal Louisiana. To plan, design, evaluate and recommend for construction
projects utilizing the natural resources of the Mississippi River in order to abate continuing
measured loss of this habitat and restore a component of wetland growth.

2. FACTS:

a. Status.

i Tasks Completed: Initial analyses completed include land use, habitat type and land
loss, endangered and threatened species documentation, and existing water supply
demand. Spatial distribution of these parameters has also been developed for the study
area, The development of concept plan receiving area footprints are being completed.
Basic structure sizings, channel and levee requirements are being developed for each
plan as the hydraulics is completed. Hydraulic modeling of riverine impacts for multi-
diversion combinations is complete. Data and design information development for the
intermediate concept plans are complete. A quality assurance review of the mode! was
completed and H&H Branch review of the output is underway. A workshop to address
issues stemming from project scope, sponsorship, implementation and operational
complexity was held in mid Mar 97. Attendees reach consensus on a number of points
although there was serious discussion over several technical issues.

ii. Tasks Underway: Tasks involving the development of future without action conditions
are being initiated through the MOA with LUMCON. Modeling of the hydraulic
effects of the combined MRSNFR and Barrier Shoreline study alternatives in the
Barataria basin are being run. Landscape modeling runs of the Barataria alternatives
are also being run. The wetland evaluations for the intermediate study alternatives have
been initiated and the field data collection phase is finished. Real Estate cost estimates
for the individual alternatives are ongoing. The study efforts are being closely
coordinated Coast 2050 planning process. This coast wide multi-interest public
planning process will directly influence the implementability of all study alternatives.
Information from the outfall and landscape modeling efforts as well as the completed
engineering analysis should be available in mid J anuary. Environmental benefit
analyses are scheduled to be completed by mid February. A new completion date of
mid June 1998 is projected for the draft study report. A completion date of December
1998 is still anticipated for the final report.

'1ii. Budget: The current total time and cost estimate calls for a study duration of 41
months and a cost of $4.1 million, including 25 percent contingencies. The Task Force
also established a steering committee to oversee and coordinate all CWPPRA funded
studies and approve the study scopes and estimates.
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Total Estimated Cost (100% Fed) $4,082,500

Allocated through FY 1995 $919,000

Allocated for FY 1996 $993 400

Allocated for FY 1997 $1,458,600

Allocated for FY 1998 $458,600

Balance to Complete After FY 1998 $712,500
b. Issues.

i.  Coordination of existing water resources uses is, and will continue to be, a major issue
in project development. While specific measures may not effect all uses uniformly, or
on a consistent annual or seasonal basis, it should be anticipated that some use will be
impacted for virtually every action.

ii. Legal issues involving outputs that would be commonly measured as benefits will also
require attention. There are numerous liability issues stemming from proprietary
interests, assumed or real, in surface conditions as related to specific user interests.

iii. The composite of these issues has a direct effect on the local sponsors ability and
willingness to participate in these projects. The resultant project and legal costs and
operational conflicts can potentially be a deterrent to local sponsorship.

The Coast 2050 effort should be an effective means of coordinating and addressing these
issues.

c. Study Authority. This study was authorized by the Louisiana Coastal Wetlands
Conservation and Restoration Task Force established under the Coastal Wetlands Planning,
Protection and Restoration Act (CWPPRA) and is funded with CWPPRA planning funds. The
Corps of Engineers was directed by the Task Force to be the lead agency in the execution of this
study.

d. Location. The study area is comprised of the entire Mississippi River Deltaic Plain, from
the East Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee eastward to the Louisiana-Mississippi state border.
The area is bounded to the south by the Gulf of Mexico. The area encompasses approximately
6.4 million acres or 10,000 square miles.

¢. Problems and Solutions Being Investigated. The study will investigate existing

modifications to natural deltaic processes and resultant loss of coastal wetlands and assess
potential uses of the sediment, nutrient and freshwater resources found in the Mississippi River
to modify or reverse these trends. Hydraulic modeling will be used to establish the availability
of the riverine resources which are to be applied and the effect of reallocation of these resources.
After an intermediate screening, lump sum component costs, unit habitat outputs, and the value
of resultant attendant resource outputs will be developed Alternative analysis will be
accomplished primarily with existing information. Economic evaluation of the interinediate
alternatives will consider positive and negative National Economic Development type impacts as
credits and debits toward the cost of each alternative. The final recommendations will be based
on the evaluation of environmental outputs versus costs of an alternative as described in Draft
EC 1105-2-20e6.

STUDY MANAGER: TIM AXTMAN, (504) 862-1921
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COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNINI G, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEETING
January 16, 1998

'REPORT OF THE ATCHAFALAYA LIAISON GROUP

For Information.
Mr. Tom Podany will present a report on the Atchafalaya Liaison Group.

Prepared 01/15/98 Tah K



COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEETING
January 16, 1998

STATUS OF THE STATE CONSERVATION PLAN

For information.

Ms. Katherine Vaughan and Ms. Beverly Ethridge will report on the status of the
State Conservation Plan.

Dee Dara — Fypgreed o Moy

Prepared 01/15/98

Tab L



COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEETING
January 16, 1998

STATUS OF THE COASTWIDE STRATEGY (COAST 2050)

For information.

Dr. Bill Good will brief the Task Force on the status of the effo

rt to develop a
coastwide strategy for addressing the problem of wetland loss.
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Prepared 01/15/98
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COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEETING
January 16, 1998

REPORT OF PROGRAM PERFORMANCE AND PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION

For information.

Mr. Steve Mathies will report on the implementation status of approved priority
project list projects. The current status report on the projects is enclosed.

#Q\(gﬁ; M Oe~strete
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Prepared 01/15/98
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COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEETING
January 16, 1998

CONSIDERATION FOR APPROVALS

For Task Force Decision,
Mr. Schroeder will present the Technical Committee’s recommendation

concerning Task Force consideration of the following approvals:

a. Construction of Sweet Lake-Willow Lake Hydrologic Restoration, C/S-11b
($4,762,700);

b. Construction Cost Increase for West Point a 1a Hache Outlfall Management,
BA-4C (from $881,100 to $4,081,100 for an increase of $3,200,000); and

c. Construction Cost Increase for West Belle Pass, TE-23, PTE-15a (from
$6,067,625 to $6,367,625 for an increase of $300,000).

The enclosure contains the details of these requests.

Recommendation of the Technical Committee:
That the Task Force approve the requested project approvals as shown.

Tab O

Prepared 01/15/98
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United States 3737 Goverament Street
USDA Natuzal R ocndia oo

Department of
— | Agriculnsre Conservation Service 71302
November 21, 1997
Mr. Tom Podany
Chairman

CWPPRA Planning and Evaluation Subcommittes

U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 60267
New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

Dear Mr. Podany:
RE: Approval for Construction of Sweet Lake/Willow Lake (CS-11b)

— Tk USDA Natural Resources Conservation Seric cyqUests 3
Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection, andRestorauon
Lake/Willow Lake (CS-11b) Project. The project consists § gl
GIWW at Sweet Lake and Willow Lake, constructing ‘ temcesmshallowwaterarmand
planting riarsh vegetation along shoreline of Swweet Lake. l'heprqectwasappmvedbythel'ask
Force as r.art of the Sth Priority Project List. 1he current & n cost estimate 15 $3,848,600.
This figuy ), mmblnedwnhthesszz,mformuneetmgmddemgn,lmdnghuandamemuonand
adnnmsttanon, $143,100 for monitoring, md&%GOOforopaaﬂomandmamtmanoe,totah
$4,762,700 in flly-finded coste over the 20 —eur life of the project. This cost estimatr is within the

tota] autharized by the Task Force.

IheNMuﬂEnwmmentalPohqAacomp.\umeforﬂnsprqecthasbemaccomphshed A
Finding o1’ No Significant Impact was published in the Federal Register on May 20, 197, The U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers issued a permit for this project on October 10, 1997. TheRealEstate
DmsxonoftheCorpshasnsmed303(e)cleamceﬁ:rthepmjwt.

Cultural resources clearance was provided in a letter dated February 25, 1997, from the State

Historic Preservation Officer. ThelomsmeepamnentofNamralRmurces(DNR)Coastal
ManangmmnmedaconsamydaumnondatedImeﬂ 1997. The cost-sharing
agreenembawemthemoﬂommmdmeNamaleomcaConwmonSmms

signed on June 23, 1997. Ammm]uymﬁmonwasmwedbythebepamnmtof
Eavironmental Quality on July 22, 1997.

Ova'grazingintheprojeetamisnotaproblm
Our agency procedures do not call for an HRTW assessmént on this project.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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Mr. Tom Podany

Page2
November 21, 1997

Therefore, we request that the Task Force approve the expenditure of construction funds for this
project.
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please call me at (318)473-7751.

Ma/ Mo

Donald W. Gohmert
State Conservationist

cc: Bmeelehtg Assictant State Conservatiomist/Water R...ourc..., NRCS, Alexandria, LA
" W. Britt Paul, Water Rwr:mes P'am:mg Stsz T.,es", . Alexandria, LA

Clay Midkiff, District Conservationist, NRCS, Lake Chadie, ]
Q- iin Kinler, Resource Conservationist, NRCS, BatonRouge,LA

3,3
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- _Uol.)r\_ - R . B L 2137 Government Street
=—=  Deparunent of Naturai Resources Alexandria, Louisiana
- Ccuiure Conservation Service 71302

December 15, 1997

Mr. Tom Podany

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 701 60-0267

Dear Mr. Podany:
RE: Additional Funds for West Point 2 la Hache Outfall Management Project

Ma

low. The revised fully funded cost is $4,068,000. The benefits do not change;
therefore, the revised cost-effectiveness is $714/AAHU. This is less than the
average of the other projects on the third iist ($714 vs $786). The original cost-
effectiveness was $140/AAHU. The project ranked second and was selected on
the third priority list. With the reviced cost-effectiveness, the project wouid rank
eighth out of the fourteen projects selected on the third list.

With the ariginal numbers, the project ranked fifth overall and with the revised
numbers, it ranks thirty-fifth overall and is well below the overall average cost-
effectiveness of $1,392/AAHU. The original fully funded cost was $881,100;
therefore we need $3,200,000 additional funds. Based on this, we are seeking
approval of the needed funds to cover the increase on the West Point a la Hache
Project. Please put this on the agenda of the upcoming joint P&E and Technical

Committee meeting.
If you have any questions, please contact Britt Paul at 318/473-7816.

Sincerely, :

onald W. Gohmert
State Conservationist

cc:  Britt Paul, Water Resources Planning Staff Leader, NRCS, Alexandria
Randolph Joseph, Area Conservationist, NRCS, Carencro
Allen Bolotte, District Conservationist, NRCS, New Orleans
Bruce Lehto, Assistant State Conservationist/Water Resources, NRCS,
Alexandria
Cindy Steyer, Coastal Vegetative Specialist, NRCS, FOPSS, Lafayette
Faye Talbot, Staff Leader, FOPSS, Lafayette

Conearvation Sepvics, AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
formerly the Soil Conservation Service, i an
agency of the Unitad States Department of Agriculture



CWPPRA West Belle Pass Construction Cost Increase:

The bids for the CWPPRA West Belle Pass Project were opened on Friday, 9Jan98. In order to
proceed through bid opening, the bid schedule had two optional items listed: (1) the foreshore
protection above Evan's Canal, and (2) additional wetland restoration over 2 million cubic yards.
While these items were listed as optional, they are, in fact, part of the original scope of work as
described in the PPL 2 report and are necessary components if the full benefits of the project are
to be achieved. TL James was the low bidder with an estimate of $4,834,155, including both
options. However, there is not adequate funds to do both optional items. The Corps’
Engineering Division estimates it will take approximately 2.5 million cubic yards of material to
fill the open water areas. Thus, the Corps, with DNR's concurrence, proposes to partially award
the contract with Option 2 above. The contract can be awarded as early as 23Jan98.

Concurrently, the Corps, with DNR's concurrence, requests additional funds in the amount of
$300,000 so that Option 1 above can also be constructed. TL James' estimate for all of the
contract work ($4,834,155), including both options, brings the total cost for the project
(86,317,625) over the 125% baseline cost ($6,067,625) by about 5.2% or $250,000. However, as
the bid was very low, we are also requesting an additional $50,000 (about 1% of the construction
contract cost) to cover any minor contract mods and/or claims that may arise during or after
construction.



COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEETING
January 16, 1998

REPORT AND CONFIRMATION OF APPROVALS

For Confirmation Approval by the Task Force.
Mr. Schroeder will present the projects listed below for confirmation of Task

Force approvals (Task Force voting approval of the projects was completed on
November 3, 1997 via telephone poll).

a. Construction Cost Increase for Big Island Mining, AT-3/XAT-7 and
Atchafalaya Sediment Delivery, AT-2/PAT-2 (The projects have been bid under
one solicitation. Together, the cost of the projects has gone from $5.9 million to
$7.5 million);

b. Construction with Construction Cost Increase for Isles Dernieres Barrier
' Island Restoration Projects (East Island, TE-20 and Trinity Island, TE-24/XTE-

41/PTE-15a) (The projects have been bid under one solicitation. Together, the

cost of the projects has gone from $12.6 million to $16.7 million); and
d. Construction with Construction Cost Increase for Whiskey Island (PTE-15bi)
(The cost of the project has gone from $4.4 million to $6.4 million.)

Recommendation of the Technical Committee:
That the Task Force confirm approval of these projects.

Prepared 01/15/98 Tab P



COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEETING
January 16, 1998

PROPOSED STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE
FOR HANDLING CHANGES IN COST SHARING
UNDER THE CONSERVATION PLAN

For information.

Mr. Schroeder will present the proposed standard operating procedure for
handling changes in cost sharing under the State Conservation Plan.

Prepared 01/15/98 Tab Q



January 15, 1998

CWPPRA STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES

7. Revised Cost Sharing.

a. General: As provided for in the Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Conservation Plan,
effective December 1, 1997, cost sharing is reduced for unexpended funds from 75% F ederal and
25% non-Federal to 85% Federal and 15% non-Federal for all future Priority Lists projects and
Priority Lists 1 chrough 4 projects. For Priority Lists 5 and 6 projects,sffeetive-Decermber-—
1997, cost sharing is reduced fessmexpendod-aads 75% Federal and 25% non-Federa] to
90% Federal and 10% non-Federal .

e wmEsTy

b. Defipitions': The term "total Project expenditures", as stated in paragraph 4.i., shall
mean the sum of all Federal expenditures for the project and all non-Federal expenditures for
which the Lead Agency has granted credit. An expenditure is a disbursement of funds for
charges incurred for goods and services.

¢. Implementation; All expenditures that were incurred through November 30, 1997
(invoices that were submitted to CEMVN-PM-P and all funds disbursed by check), will be
considered part of the original cost sharing percentages. These expenditures will be subtracted
from the approved current estimates and cost shared at 75% Federal and 25% non-Federal. The
remaining funds expended beginning December 1, 1997 will be considered part of the revised
cost sharing provisions.

d. Cost Sharing Agreements; Future cost sharing agrecments will reflect the new cost

sharing percentages and existing cost sharing agreements will be amended to reflect the new cost
sharing percentages.

e. Database: As stated in paragraph 5.a., the Corps of Engineers will act as bookkeeper,
administrator, and disburser of ail Federal and non-Federa] funds. A database is in place at
present to record all estimates, obligations, and expenditures. Lead agencies will keep the Corps
of Engineers informed of current approved project estimates and schedules in order to have the
latest information in the database.

'At the December 16, 1997 Joint Meeting of the P&E Subcommittee and the Technical
Committee the term "expenditure" was further clarified as being on a cash basis. For example,
work-in-kind (WIK) and costs paid would be considered expenditures. However, costs
submitted would not be considered an expenditure.



COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEETING
January 16, 1998

OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT

For information.

Mr. Jay Gamble will report on the committee's national outreach program. The
Outreach Committee Report is enclosed.

Prepared 01/15/98 Tab R



CWPPRA OUTREACH COMMITTEE REPORT
January 16, 1998

Action Item Summary: See Attachment A
Conferences and Conventions

Project Dedication

Public Groups, Schools, and Governments
Coast 2050

Watermarks

Budget

Recommendations

Minutes of 12/18 Meeting. See Attachment B

O PN R W

-

Action Item Summary: See Attachment A

. Conferences and Conventions:

(o8]

Louisiana Science Teachers Association (Shreveport, November 6-7):

CWPPRA was represented at this event by displaying the tabletop display with the
CWPPRA mural/message. CWPPRA partnered with a representative of the Environmental
Protection Agency's Public Outreach Section. Ms. Terry Branch from the EPA's Regional Office
assisted with the activities at the booth. Approximately 300 science teachers from around the
state participated in this event. Outreach materials from CWPPRA as well as wetland materials
from the EPA were available to the teachers for their classroom use.

National FFA (Future Farmers of America) Convention (Kansas City, November
12-14):

Herb Bourque (NRCS) and Jay Gamble (CWPPRA-EPA) traveled to Kansas City to
represent CWPPRA and set up the large display at an assigned booth (#611). The display
consisted of the large CWPPRA mural, interactive CD/computer (NWRC), and various handouts
(pamphlets, brochures, fact sheets, posters, etc.). There were approximately 32,000 registered
convention attendees by late Thursday afternoon. Needless to say, there was a lot of noise and
activity. The traditional blue and gold FFA jackets being worn by the young people were nice to
see, as well as their politeness and good conduct.

It's really difficult to assess the impacts of attending an activity like this. It was relatively
expensive (approximately $3500) to attend and this particular audience was very diversified. We
did not distribute all of the material we had taken with us and ultimately shipped some of the
material back. Many people went past the display and read the message on the mural depicting
coastal wetland loss in Louisiana. Herb and I both had numerous one-on-one conversations with
individuals and groups. But was it cost effective and did we "get the message out" to a national
audience in an effective way? Herb and I agreed that we did not.



Our joint recommendation to the CWPPRA Task Force is that we do not attend this
particular function as an exhibitor in the future. While the number of attendees was certainly
impressive, it turned out to be an unmanageable task to do effective outreach from an exhibitor
setting. It may be better to target segments of the agricultural community to do public outreach
regarding coastal wetland losses and not to such a diverse national group.

From a regional perspective, working with LSU-CES in their various wetland program
endeavors around the state (Wildwoods Wanderings, Marsh Maneuvers, various 4-H Camps) has
shown to be effective in getting the CWPPRA message out to a largely agricultural group.

3. CWWPRA Project Dedication:
Lake Salvador (October 15):

The remoteness of this particular CWPPRA project dedication provided many challenges
for the multi agency group committed to the logistics of this ceremony. To the attendees of the
dedication ceremony, the challenges were transparent and that is the main indicator of our
success. NMFS/LADNR were the overall coordinators of the project dedication with various
other agencies and departments taking the lead for various subtaskings. This was the first
occasion for many of us to eat nutria in it's various forms (sausage and barbecued).

4. Public Groups/Schools/Governments:

During the last quarter, the CWPPRA outreach coordinator has been active in talking to
various public and private groups relating to CWPPRA/Coast 2050. It has been my experience,
that when beginning the talk with Coast 2050, some regression is necessary to CWPPRA. From
there, some additional regression is necessary to elaborate on the basic functions and values of
coastal wetlands. That indicates we need to continue with the very basic message that wetlands
are important and they perform vital functions in our environment. CWPPRA is a
method/vehicle for restoring-protecting-enhancing lost functions and values of Louisiana's
coastal wetlands in crisis. Some of the groups that were given programs include the following:

Buras High School (Plaquemines Parish)

Ponchatoula High School (Tangipohoa Parish)
Tangipohoa School Superintendent & staff

Lake Maurapas Society (Tangipohoa & St. John Parishes)
Sixth Ward Association-Lafitte (Jefferson Parish)

League of Women Voters (St. Tammany Parish)
Tangipohoa Parish Council

St. Tammany Parish Council

EPA Region 6 Outreach Staff



5. Coast 2050

The CWPPRA outreach coordinator and members of the outreach committee have been
involved with the Objectives Development Team (ODT) and Regional Teams of the Coast 2050
effort. Many meetings with the ODT, Coastal Zone Managers, fisheries agents, and county
extension agents have taken a lot of time and mileage. Hopefully, those efforts will result in
meaningful public input to the Coast 2050 effort. It has been interesting the responses from the
public regarding this new planning effort. To say they are a little skeptical would be to put it
mildly. One political figure from St. Tammany Parish referred to Coast 2050 as more
beaurecratic nonsense. We have our work cut out for us.

6. Watermarks:

Following budget approval by the Task Force permitting the quarterly publication of
Watermarks, the outreach committee began development of themes to be used as a guide to the
publishers. A preliminary summary of those themes can be found in Attachment B.

7. Budget:

The Outreach Committee met on January 15 in a special meeting devoted to
institutionalizing the process the committee uses to make budget recommendations to the
Technical Committee/Task Force. The outreach committee will distribute those decisions and
recommendations after a review and comment period.

8. Recommendations:

A. That specific line item changes or additions to funding to the CWPPRA Outreach
Committee budget by the Task Force or Technical Committee are reviewed by the
Outreach Committee prior to becoming final.

B. Extend membership of the CWPPRA Outreach Committee to the Gulf of Mexico
Program, Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program, Coalition to Restore
Coastal Louisiana, and the LSU-Cooperative Extension Service with full voting
privileges except for budgetary items.

C. That a permanent full-time CWPPRA Outreach Coordinator/GS-12 be established at
one of the Breaux Act federal agencies.

D. The chairmanship of the CWPPRA Outreach Committee rotate among the various
member agencies for a duration to be determined later. Or, the chairmanship duties
are assumed by the full-time outreach coordinator position as a part of his/her job
description.

9. Minutes of 12/18 Qutreach Committee: See Attachment B



ATTACHMENT A:

Status of CWPRA Outreach Committee Action Assignments:

1.

Develop feature stories that highlight scientific, environmental and economic aspects
Lead: National Marine Fisheries Service

Gordon Helm is the lead person on the committee to direct this on-going activity.
There have been several regional feature stories this past year including Point Au Fur
and Lake Salvador. The outreach committee will pursue this area more aggressively
in the coming months.

Conduct project tours for media, constituents, and school groups

Lead: Environmental Protection Agency & US Fish and Wildlife Service

This assignment has become the action portion of the project dedications. Due to
funding limitations, the project tours have been accomplished during dedications.
CWPPRA has received favorable press from these activities. This activity is on-

going.

Refine/expand mailing lists, identify key media contacts

Lead: Outreach Coordinator

There is a project to merge the LADNR, Coast 2050, Coalition to Restore Coastal
Louisiana, BTNEP, and Watermarks mailing lists. This will provide a mailing
database that is more comprehensive than the present one.

Develop/maintain event calendar focusing on regional and local civic government
events

Lead: Outreach Coordinator

This issue is being addressed through the CWPPRA Homepage. There have been
start-up difficulties and a protocol is being developed that will allow easier in-put
of activities onto the calendar. Additionally, the mailing database will be used to

sort individuals and groups targeted for information.

Provide materials for CWPPRA Task Force member briefings to high levels

Lead: Outreach Coordinator

This activity is on-going. The CWPPRA slide show has been developed as a basic
tool for use by presenters. The tabletop/full size displays are available. A color
CWPPRA brochure has been developed. A'full size poster of Louisiana coastal
wetlands will be available for mass distribution. Material can and will be developed
as needs become apparent and activities dictate.

. Develop/distribute information for outside puBlic officials use

Lead: Outreach Coordinator

This activity has been combined into activity number 4. It relates to the mailing
database, Homepage development, material development, and CD-ROM
development.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Identify/develop personal contacts with environmental, industry, and civic groups
(stakeholders)

Lead: Outreach Coordinator

This activity has been greatly advanced by the involvement in Coast 2050. The
coordinator will increase efforts to interact with industry/business interests and large
land owners.

Identify/establish contacts with “issue leaders™ from above groups
Lead: Outreach Coordinator
This activity has been rolled into activity number 7.

Identify opportunities to participate in conventions, meetings, develop exhibit
calendar

Lead: Outreach Coordinator

A calendar of events will be developed to participate in those regional and national
events identified as being a priority. Thai calendar wiil be developed in draft by the
end of January. It will reflect activities proven to be effective in the past to include
National Wetlands Month/Alexandria, Va., National Science Teachers Association
National Convention, etc.

Promote/maintain CWPPRA Internet Homepage

Lead: Corps of Engineers

A budget increase was executed and a Homepage Workgroup was formed to assist
the NWRC/NBS in their upgrade of the CWPPRA Homepage. This activity is on-

going,

Develop speakers bureaw/identify agency speakers/provide canned presentations
LADNR/Qutreach Coordinator

LADNR (Sharon Thompson) has taken the lead to develop a speaker’s bureau. The
thrust of this endeavor comes from the Coast 2050 Initiative and the need to reach
various groups of people. This activity is on-going.

Procure/develop tabletop displays

Lead: Outreach Cocrdinator

The tabletop display has been procured and is in the inventory. The development of
constantly changing themes for use on the display is on-going.

Biannual publication of Watermarks, expand distribution
Lead: Corps of Engineers/Natural Resources conservation Service
The publication has expanded to quarterly.

Conduct project dedications
Lead: All
On-going



15. Finalize publication of general overview brochure and slide presentation &
individual project pamphlets
Lead: Environmental Protection Agency
The overview brochure and the slide presentation have been completed under a
contract with Dr. Paul Coreil of LSU-CES. Individual project pamphlets will
continue to be developed as an on-going activity.



ATTACHMENT B:

Minutes-CWPPRA Outreach Committee Meeting
Efferson Hall, Louisiana State University
December 18, 1997

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson James Addison of the US Army Corps of
Engincers. Members present included: Beverly Ethridge (USEPA), Gordon Helm
(NOAA/NMEFS) and Dr. Paul Coreil (LSU-CES). Members not present included: Herb Bourque
(NRCS), Jane Ledwin (USFWS) and Phyllis Darensbourg (LADNR). The following non-
members were in attendance: Dr. Bill Branch (LSU-CES), Scott Wilson (NWRC), Karen
Gautreaux (Governor's Office), Mark Davis (CRCL) and Jay Gamble (CWPPRA Outreach
Coordinator).

Dr. Bill Branch of the LSU Cooperative Extension Service was present to facilitate the new
business portion of the agenda. His presence was greatly appreciated and his contribution to the
meeting effectiveness was helpful.

Scott Wilson of the National Wetlands Research Center gave a written and oral report to the
committee regarding the status of the CD-ROM/mobile kiosk and the CWPPRA Homepage.
Discussion of the committee centered around the identified unresolved issues. They are:

Mobile kiosk: Schedule for the placement of the kiosk

Decision: The outreach coordinator will work with members of the committee to develop a
schedule of events for the kiosk. It is anticipated that the kiosk will be housed at places such as
Jean Lafitte National Park, Bayou Savauge National Wildlife Refuge, Barataria-Terrebonne
National Estuary events, Wetlands Month-State Capitol, Cameron Creole National Wildlife
Refuge, and at special events to be identified. Date for completion of the draft schedule is

February 27th.

CWPPRA Homepage: CWPPRA sponsored events are not being posted to the calendar of
events.

Decision: The outreach committee decided to republicize the protocol for events to be posted
on the calendar of events. State and Federal agencies as well as non-government organizations
will have the opportunity to place their events on the calendar. A letter containing the
protocol/process to place events on the calendar will go out in mass to those organizations
identified as critical to the success of the calendar.

CWPPRA Homepage: CWPPRA press releases are not being posted to the web site

Decision: It was recommended that news releases be the responsibility of the originating
agency to E-mail the release to the Homepage manager with a copy furnished to the outreach
coordinator. Coordination would be required between the committee representative and their
respective agency's public affairs office.

CD-ROM: Does the outreach committee want to pursue exhibits with the Audubon group?



Decision: The committee agreed that working with the Audubon group was a positive
endeavor. Attendance at the various Audubon facilities is approximately 2 million international
and national visitors per year. Included in this group of visitors are school children from the
surrounding parishes. The answer was unanimously "yes". If yes, then:

CD-ROM: The CD-ROM distribution could be delayed by 2 months.

Decision: The committee agreed the 45-60 day delay would not be critical provided the
finished product was available in April for Earth Day and Wetlands Month activities. The best
case was for the NWRC to move rapidly in meeting the Audubon's requirements and then meet
the outreach committee's expectations.

CD-ROM: Depending on the amount of modifications required for each Audubon exhibit,
additional funding might be necessary to complete the project.

Decision: NWRC was asked to estimate the "worst case scenario” for a funding increase.
Scott Wilson responded it would not be over $10K. The committee decided that a funding
increase of that amount, if required, would need to be requested from the CWPPRA Task Force
because it is not presently budgeted. NWRC is to keep the outreach committee advised of
production costs associated with the Audubon group.

CD-ROM: Maintenance and upgrades to the software package will be in issue an FY'99

Decision: The committee agreed that the exhibit's software will need to be maintained and
updated to be an effective outreach tool. Scott Wilson was asked to prepare cost projections
associated with this issue and report to the committee for consideration in the FY'99 outreach
budget request.

Tim Axtman (Planning Division) had furnished the outreach committee with a print-out of the
expenses for the end of FY'96 and FY'97 incurred by the committee. The outreach committee
agreed that the budget matter should be taken up in detail as a separate issue in a meeting
dedicated to budget discussions. That meeting date was set for January 15 at a time to be
determined after a poll by the full committee. There was a motion by Beverly Ethridge and a
second by Gordon Helm that:

Motion: That specific line item changes or additions to funding to the CWPPRA
Outreach Commitiee budget by the Task Force or Technical Committee be reviewed by the
Outreach Committee prior to becoming final.

Vote: 3-0 in favor

The Watermarks publication is scheduled to become a quarterly document. Discussion
centered on themes that could be developed to assist the outreach committee and the Watermark's
publication staff in developing effective and informative articles. The following were proposed
for consideration: Mark Davis; 1) A Lock Back at Beaux Act, 2) CWPPRA and Coast 205 0, 3)
Lessons Learned. Gordon Helm; 4) Preserve, Improve, Enhance Essential Fish Habitat, 5)
Partnerships, 6) Sellable Results. Beverly Ethridge; 7) Stewardship Ethics in a Changing Time,
8) Sustainability, 9) The Public's Role-Ordinary People in Coastal Restoration. Paul Coreil; 10)
Clearing the Hurdles-Water Quality, Compensation, Hypoxia, Real Estate and Ways of



Jay Gamble was directed to look at the existing job description along with Jim Addison and
adjust it to reflect actual and projected duties. It was also discussed that any of the federal
agencies willing to provide the required FTE be given the opportunity to support the position.
Additionally, it was recognized that this motion needed to be reviewed by the Technical
Committee prior to presentation to the Breaux Act Task Force.

Jay Gamble proposed to the committee that the chairmanship of the outreach committee either
be rotated among the various committee members for a duration to be determined or that the
outreach coordinator position chair the committee as a part of the full-time job description.

There was a lengthy discussion with a motion by Jim Addison and a second by Gordon Helm
that:

Motion: The chairmanship of the CWPPRA Outreach Committee be rotated among the
various member agencies for a duration to be determined later. Or, the chairmanship
duties be assumed by the full-time outreach coordinator position as a part of his/her job
description.

Vote: 3-0 in favor

It was recognized that this motion would have to be reviewed by the Technical Committee prior
to presentation to the Breaux Act Task Force.

Since there was no further new business, a motion was made by Gordon Helm and seconded by
Beverly Ethridge to adjourn the meeting. There being no discussion, Jim Addison adjourned the
meeting.
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COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEETING
January 16, 1998

REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS

The Task Force chairman will offer members of the public an opportunity to
comment on issues of concern.
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COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

TASK FORCE MEETING
January 16, 1998

DATE AND LOCATION OF THE NEXT TASK FORCE MEETING

The next Task Force meeting will be held at 9:30 am in Baton Rouge, on AprilA,.
1998. Confirmation is currently pending for a meeting location at Bluebonnet Swamp
Nature Center. Final details will be provided via public notice and the CWPPRA
Internet Web Page.

Prepared 01/15/98 Tab U



COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION & RESTORATION ACT
Public Law 101-646, Title {11

SECTION 303. Priority Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Restoration Projects,
e Section 303a. Priority Project List
e NLT 13 Jan 91, Sec. of Army (Secretary) will convene a Task Force
Secretary
Administrator, EPA
Governor, Louisiana
Secretary, Interior
Secretary, Agriculture
e Secretary, Commerce
*  NLT 28 Nov. 91, Task Force will prepare and transmit to Congress a Priority List of wetland
restozation projects based on cost effectiveness and wetland quality.
*  Priority List is revised and submitted annually as part of President’s budget.
*  Section 303b. Federal and State Project Planning
+  NLT 28 Nov. 93, Task Force will prepare a comprehensive coastal wetlands Restoration Plan for
Louisiana.
*  Restoration Plan will consist of a list of wetland projects, ranked by cost etfectiveness and wetland
quality. _
Completed Restoration Plan will become Priority List.
Secretary will ensure that navigation and flood conirol projects are consistent with the purpose of the
Restoration Plan.
¢ Upon submission of the Restoration Plan to Congress, the Task Force will conduct a scientific
evaluation of the completed wetland restoration projects every 3 years and report findings to Congress.
SECTION 304. Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Conservation Planning.
¢ Secretary; Administrator, EPA; and Director, USFWS will:
*  Sign an agreement with the Governor specifying how Louisiana will develop and implement the
Conservation Plan. ;
*  Approve the Conservation Plan,
*  Provide Congress with periodic status reports on Plan implementation. )
*  NLT 3 years after agreement is signed, Louisiana will develop a Wetland Conservation Plan to achieve no net
loss of wetlands resulting from development. '
SECTION 305. National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grants.
¢ Director, USFWS, will make matching grants to any coastal state to implement Wetland
=  Conservation Projects (projects to acquire, restore, manage, and enhance real property interest in coastal lands
and waters).
e Cost sharing is 50% Federal / 50% State.
SECTION 306, Distribution of Appropriations.
* 70 % of annual appropriations not to exceed (NTE) $70 million used as follows:
¢  NTE $15 million to fund Task Force compietion of Priority List and Restoration Plan -- Secretary
disburses the funds,
e NTE $10 million to fund 75% of Louisiana’s cost to complete Conservation Plan Administrator
disburses funds.
*  Balance to fund wetland restoration projects at 75% Federal/ 25% Louisiana Secretary disburses
funds,
¢ 15% of annual appropriations, NTE $15 miilion for Wetland Conservation Grants -- Director,
USFWS disburses funds.
®  15% of annual appropriations, NTE $15 million for projects authorized by the North American Wetlands
Conservation Act -- Secretary, Interior disburses funds.
SECTION 307. Additional Authority for the Corps of Engineers.
e Section 307a. Secretary authorized to:
¢ Carry out projects to protect, restore, and enhance wetlands and aquatic/coastal ecosystems.
*  Section 307b. Secretary authorized and directed to study feasibility of modifying MR&T to increase flows and
sediment to the Atchafalaya River for land building wetland nourishment.
*  25% if the state has dedicated trust fund from which principal is not spent.
®  15% when Louisiana’s Conservation Plan is approved.



TITLE IIT--WETLANDS

Sec. 301. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the "Coastal Wetlands Planning,
Protection and Restoration Act™.

Sec. 302. DEFINITIONS.
Az used in this title, the term--

(1) "Secretary" means the Secretary of the Army;

(2) "Administrator" means the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency;
(3) "development activities" means any activity, including

the discharge of dredged or £fill material, which results
directly in a more than de minimus change in the hydrologic
regime, bottom contour, or the type, distribution or
diversity of hydrophytic wvegetation, or which impairs the
flow, reach, or circulation of surface water within wetlands
or other waters;

(4) "State"” means the State of Louisiana;

(5) "coastal State" means a State of the United States in,
or bordering on, the Atlantic, Pacific, or Arctic Ocean, the
Gulf of Mexico, Long Island Sound, or one or more of the
Great Lakesa; for the purposes of this title, the term also
includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and the Trust
Territories of the Pacific Islands, and American Samoca;

(6) '"coastal wetlands restoration project" means any
technically feasible activity to create, restore, protect, or
enhance coastal wetlands through sediment and freshwater
diversion, water management, or other measures that the Task
Force finds will significantly contribute to the long-term
restoration or protection of the physical, chemical and
biological integrity of coastal wetlands in the State of
Louisiana, and includes .any such activity authorized under
this title or under any other provision of law, including,
but not limited to, new projects, completion or expansion of
existing or on-going projects, individual phases, portions,
or components of projects and operation, maintenance and
rehabilitation of completed projects; the primary purpose of
a "coastal wetlands restoration project" shall not be to
provide navigation, irrigation or flood control benefits;

(7) "coastal wetlands conservation project" means--

(A) the obtaining of a real property interest in
coastal lands or waters, if the obtaining of such
interest is subject to terms and conditions that will
ensure that the real property will be administered for
the long-term conservation of such lands and waters and
the hydrology, water gquality and fish and wildlife
dependent thereon; and



(B) the restoration, management, or enhancement of
coastal wetlands ecosystems if such restoratiocn,
management, or enhancement is conducted on coastal lands
and waters that are administered for the long-term
conservation of such lands and waters and the hydrology,
water quality and fish and wildlife dependent thereon;

(8) "Governor" means the Governor of Louisiana;

(9) "Task Force" means the ILouisiana Coastal Wetlands
Conservation and Restoration Task Force which shall consist
of the BSecretary, who shall serve as chairman, the

Administrator, the Governor, the Secretary of the Interior,
the Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of Commerce;
and

(10) "Director" means the Director of the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service.

SEC. 303. PRIORITY LOUISIANA COASTAL WETLANDS RESTORATICN
PROJECTS.

(a) PRIORITY PROJECT LIST.--

{1} PREPARATION OF LIST.--Within forty-five days after the
date of enactment of this title, the Secretary shall convene
the Task Force to initiate a process to identify and prepare
a list of coastal wetlahds restoration projects in Louisiana
to provide for the long-term conservation of such wetlands
and dependent fish and wildlife populations in order of
priority, based on the cost-effectiveness of such projects
in creating, restoring, protecting, or enhancing coastal
wetlands, taking into account the quality of such coastal
wetlands, with due allowance for small-scale projects
necessary to demonstrate the use of new techniques or
materials for coastal wetlands restoration.

(2) TASK FORCE PROCEDURES.--The Secretary shall convene
meetings of the Task Force as appropriate to ensure that the
list is produced and transmitted annually to the Congress as
required by this subsection. If necessary to ensure
transmittal of the list on a timely basis, the Task Force
shall produce the list by a majority vote of those Task Force
members who are present and voting; except that no coastal
wetlands restoration project shall be placed on the 1list
without the concurrence of the lead Task Force member that
the project is cost effective and sound from an engineering
perspective. Those projects which potentially impact
navigation or flood control on the lower Mississippi River
System shall be constructed consistent with section 304 of
this Act.

(3) TRANSMITTAL OF LIST.--No later than one vyear after the
date of enactment of this title, the Secretary shall transmit
to ‘the Congress the 1list of priority coastal wetlands
restoration projects required by paragraph (1) of this
subsection. Thereafter, the list shall be updated annually
by the Task Force members and transmitted by the Secretary to
the Congress as part of the President's annual budget
submission. Annual transmittals of the list to the Congress



shall include a status report on each project and a statement
from the Secretary of the Treasury indicating the amounts
available for expenditure to carry out this title.

(4) LIST OF CONTENTS.--

(A) AREA IDENTIFICATION; PROJECT DESCRIPTION--The 1list of
priority coastal wetlands restoration projects shall
include, but not be limited to--

(i) identification, by map or other means, of the
coastal area to be covered by the coastal wetlands
restoration project; and

(ii) a detailed description of each proposed
coastal wetlands restoration project including a
justification for including such project on the
list, the propogsed activities to be carried out
pursuant to each coastal wetlands restoration
project, the benefits to be realized by such
project, the identification of the lead Task Force
member to undertake each proposed coastal wetlands
regtoration project and the responsibilities of each
other participating Task Force member, an estimated
timetable for the completion of each coastal
wetlands restoration project, and the estimated cost
of each project.

(B) PRE-PLAN.--Prior to the date on which the plan
required by subsection (b} of this section becomes
effective, such 1list shall include only those coastal
wetlands restoration projects that can be substantially
completed during a five-year period commencing on the
date the project is placed on the list,

(C) Subsequent to the date on which the plan required
by subsection (b) of this section becomes effective,
such list ghall include only those coastal wetlands
restoration projects that have been identified in such
plan.

(5) FuNDING.--The Secretary shall, with the funds made
available in accordance with section 306 of this title,
allocate funds among the members of the Task Force based on
the need for such funds and such other factors as the Task
Force deems appropriate to carry out the purposes of this
subsection.

(b) FEDERAL AND STATE PROJECT PLANNING. - -

(1) PLAN PREPARATION.--The Task Force shall prepare a plan to
identify coastal wetlands restoration projects, in order of
priority, based on the cost-effectiveness of such projects in
creating, restoring, protecting, or enhancing the long-term
conservation of coastal wetlands, taking into account the
quality of such coastal wetlands, with due allowance for
small-scale projects necessary to demonstrate the use of new
techniques or materials for coastal wetlands restoration.
Such restoration plan shall be completed within three vyears
from the date of enactment of this title.

(2) PURPOSE OF THE PLAN.--The purpose of the restoration plan
is to develop a comprehensive approach to restore and prevent
the loss of, coastal wetlands in Louisgiana. Such plan shall



coordinate and integrate <coastal wetlands restoration
projects in a manner that will ensure the long-term
conservation of the coastal wetlands of Louisiana.

(3) INTEGRATION OF  EXISTING PLANS.--In developing the
restoration plan, the Task Force shall seek to integrate the
"Louisiana Comprehensive Coastal Wetlands Feasibility Study"
conducted by the Secretary of the Army and the "Coastal
Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Plan" prepared by the
State of Louisiana's Wetlands Conservation and Restoration
Task Force.

(4) ELEMENTS OF THE PLAN.--The restoration wnlan developed
pursuant to this subsection shall include--

(A) identification of the entire area in the State that
contains coastal wetlands;

(B} identification, by map or other means, of coastal
areas in [Louisiana in need of <coastal wetlands
restoration projects;

(C) identification of high priority cocastal wetlands
restoration projects in Louisiana needed to address the
areas identified in subparagraph (B) and that would
provide for the long-term conservation of restored
wetlands and dependent fish and wildlife populations;

(D) a 1listing of such coastal wetlands restoration
projects, in order of priority, to be gsubmitted
annually, incorporating any project identified
previously in 1lists produced and submitted under
subsection (a) of this section;

(E) a detailed description of each proposed coastal
wetlands restoration project, including a justification
for including such project on the list;

(¥) the proposed activities to be carried out pursuant
to each coastal wetlands restoration project;

(G) the benefits to be realized by each such project;

(H) an estimated timetable for completion of each
coastal wetlands restoration project;

(I) an estimate of the cost of each coastal wetlands
restoration project;

(J) didentification of a lead Task Force member to
undertake each proposed coastal wetlands restoration
project listed in the plan;

(K) consultation with the public and provision for
public review during development of the plan; and

(L) evaluation of the effectiveness of each coastal
wetlands restoration project in achieving long-term
solutions to arresting coastal wetlands 1loss in
Louigiana.

(5) PLAN MODIFICATION.--The Task Force may modify the
restoration plan from time to time as necessary to carry out
the purposes of this section.

(6) PLAN SUBMISSION.--Upon completion of the restoration
plan, the Secretary shall submit the plan to the Congress.
The restoration plan shall become effective ninety days after
the date of its submission to the Congress.



(7) PLAN EVALUATION.--Not less than three years after the
completion and submission of the restoration plan required by
this subsection and at least every three years thereafter,
the Task Force shall provide a report to the Congress
containing a scientific evaluation of the effectiveness of
the coastal wetlands restoration projects carried out under
the plan in creating, restoring, protecting and enhancing
coastal wetlands in Louisiana.

{c) COASTAL WETLANDS RESTORATION PROJECT BENEFITS.--Where such a
determination is reguired under applicable law, the net
ecological, aesthetic, and cultural benefits, together with the
economic benefits, shall be deemed to exceed the costs of any
coastal wetlands restoration project within the State which the
Task Force finds to contribute significantly to wetlands
resatoration,

(d) CoNsiSTENCY.-- (1) In implementing, maintaining, modifying, or
rehabilitating navigation, flood control or irrigation projects,
other than emergency actions, under other authorities, the
Secretary, in consultation with the Director and the
Administrator, shall ensure that such actions are consistent with
the purposes of the restoration plan submitted pursuant to this
gection.

(2) At the reqguest of the Governor of the State of Louisiana,
the Secretary of Commerce shall approve the plan as an amendment
to the State's coastal zone management program approved under
section 306 of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C.
1455) .

(e) FUNDING OF WETLANDS RESTORATION PROJECTS.--The Secretary shall,
with the funds made available in accordance with this title,
allocate such funds among the members of the Task Force to carry
out coastal wetlands restoration projects in accordance with the
priorities set forth in the list transmitted in accordance with
this section. The Secretary shall not fund a coastal wetlands
restoration project unless that project 1s subject to such terms
and. conditions as necessary to ensure that wetlands restored,
enhanced or managed through that project will be administered for
the long-term conservation of such lands and waters and dependent
fish and wildlife populations. »

(£) COST-SHARING. ~-

(1) FEDERAL SHARE.--Amounts made available in accordance with
section 306 of this title to carry out coastal wetlands
restoration projects under this title shall provide 75
percent of the cost of such projects.

(2) FEDERAL SHARE UPON CONSERVATION PLAN APPROVAL.--Notwithstanding
the previous paragraph, if the State develops a Coastal
Wetlands Conservation Plan pursuant to this title, and such
conservation plan is approved pursuant to section 304 of this
title, amounts made available in accordance with section 306
of this title for any coastal wetlands restoration project
under this section shall be 85 percent of the cost of the
project. In the event that the Secretary, the Director, and
the Administrator jointly determine that the State is not
taking reasonable steps to implement and administer a
conservation plan developed and approved pursuant to this



SEC.

title, amounts made available in accordance with section 306
of this title for any coastal wetlands restoration project
shall revert to 75 percent of the cost of the project:
Provided, however, that such reversion to the lower cost
share level shall not occur until the Governor, has been
provided notice of, and opportunity for hearing on, any such
determination by the Secretary, the Director, and
Administrator, and the State has been given ninety days from
such notice or hearing to take corrective action.

(3) ForM OF STATE SHARE.--The share of the cost required of

the State shall be from a non-Federal source. Such sState
gshare shall consist of a cash contribution of not less than 5
percent of the cost of the project. The balance of such

State share may take the form of lands, easements, or right-
of-way, or any other form of in-kind contribution determined
to be appropriate by the lead Task Force member.

(4) Paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of this subsection shall
not affect the existing cost-sharing agreements for the
following projects: Caernarvon Freshwater Diversion, Davis
Pond Freshwater Diversion, and Bonnet Carre Freshwater
Diversion,

304. LOUISIANA COASTAL WETLANDS CONSERVATION PLANNING.

{(a) DEVELOPMENT OF CONSERVATION PLAN, --

(1) AGREEMENT. --The Secretary, the Director, and the
Administrator are directed to enter into an agreement with
the Governor, as set forth in paragraph (2) of this
subsection, upon notification of the Governor's willingness
to enter into such agreement.

(2) TERMS OF AGREEMENT. --

(A) Upon receiving notification pursuant to paragraph
(1) of this subsection, the Secretary, the Director, and
the Administrator shall promptly enter into an agreement
(hereafter in this section referred to as the
"agreement") with the State under the terms set forth in
subparagraph (B) of this paragraph.

(B) The agreement shall--

(i) set forth a process by which the State agrees
to develop, 1in accordance with this section, a
coastal wetlands conservation plan (hereafter in
this section referred to as the ‘'"conservation
plan");

(ii) designate a single agency of the State to
develop the conservation plan;

(iii)}) assure an opportunity for  participation in
the development of the conservation plan, during the
planning period, by the public and by Federal and
State agenciesg;

(iv) obligate the State, not later than three
years after the date of signing the agreement,
unless extended by the parties thereto, to submit
the <conservation plan to the Secretary, the



Director, and the Administrator for their approval;
and

(v) upon approval of the conservation plan,
obligate the State to implement the conservation

plan. .
(3) GRANTS AND ASSISTANCE.--Upon the date of signing the
agreement--

() the Administrator shall, in consultation with the
Director, with the funds made available in accordance
with section 306 of this title, make grants during the
development of the conservation plan to assist the
designated State agency in developing such plan. Such
grants shall not exceed 75 percent of the cost of
developing the plan; and

(B) the Secretary, the Director, and the Administrator
shall provide technical assistance to the State to
agsist it in the development of the plan.

(b) ConserRVATION PraN GoaAnL.--If a conservation plan is developed
pursuant to this section, it shall have a goal of achieving no
net loss of wetlands in the coastal areas of Louisiana as a
result of development activities initiated subsequent to approval
of the plan, exclusive of any wetlands gaing achieved through
implementation of the preceding section of this title.

(c¢) ELEMENTS OF CONSERVATION Pran.--The conservation plan authorized
by this section shall include--

(1) identification of the entire coastal area in the State
that contains coastal wetlands;

(2) designation of a single State agency with the
respongibility for implementing and enforcing the plan;

(3) identification of measures that the State shall take
in addition to existing Federal authority to achieve a goal
of no net loss of wetlands as a result of development
activities, exclusive of any wetlands gains achieved through
implementation of the preceding section of this title;

(4) a system that the State shall implement to account for
gains and losses of coastal wetlands within coastal areas for
purposes of evaluating the degree to which the goal of no net
logs of wetlands as a result of development activities in
such wetlands or other waters has been attained;

(5) satisfactory assurance that the State will have
adequate personnel, funding, and authority to implement the
plan;

(6) a program to be carried out by the State for the
purpose of educating the public concerning the necessity to
conserve wetlands;

(7) a program to encourage the use of technology by
perscons engaged in development activities that will result in
negligible impact on wetlands; and

(8) a program for the review, evaluation, and
identification of regulatory and nonregulatory options that
will be adopted by the State to encourage and assist private
owners of wetlands to continue to maintain those lands as
wetlands.

(d) APPROVAL OF CONSERVATION PLAN. - -



(1) IN GENERAL.--If the Governor submits a conservation plan
to the Secretary, the Director, and the Administrator for
their approval, the Secretary, the Director, and the
Administrator shall, within one hundred and eighty days
following receipt of such plan, approve or disapprove it.

(2) APPROVAL CRITERIA.--The Secretary, the Director, and the
Administrator shall approve a conservation plan submitted by
the Governor, if they determine that -

(A) the State has adequate authority to fully implement
all provisions of such a plan;

(B) such a plan is adequate to attain the goal of no
net loss of coastal wetlands as a result of development
activities and complies with the other requirements of
this section; and

(C) the plan was developed in accordance with terms of
the agreement set forth in subsection (a) of this
section.

(e} MODIFICATION OF CONSERVATION PLAN, --

(1) NowcoMPLIANCE.--If the Secretary, the Director, and the
Administrator determine that a conservation plan submitted by
the Governor does not comply with the requirements of
subsection (d) of this section, they shall submit to the
Governor a statement explaining why the plan is not in
compliance and how the plan should be changed to be in
compliance. _

(2) RECONSIDERATION.--If the Governor submits a modified
conservation plan to the Secretary, the Director, and the
Administrator for their reconsideration, the Secretary, the
Director, and Administrator ghall have ninety days to
determine whether the modifications are sufficient to bring
the plan into compliance with requirements of subsection (d)
of this section.

(3) APPROVAL OF MODIFIED PLAN.--If the Secretary, the Director,
and the Administrator fail to approve or disapprove the
conservation plan, as modified, within the ninety-day period
following the date on which it was submitted to them by the
Governor, such plan, as modified, shall be deemed to be
approved effective upon the expiration of such ninety-day
pericd.

(f£) AMENDMENTS TO CONSERVATION PLAN.--If the Governor amends the
conservation plan approved under this section, any such amended
plan shall be considered a new plan and shall be subject to the
requirements of this section; except that minor changes to such
plan shall not be subject to the requirements of this section.

(g) IMPLEMENTATION OF CONSERVATION PLAN.--A conservation plan approved
under this section shall be implemented as provided therein.

(h) FEDERAL OVERSIGHT. - -

(1) INITIAL REPORT TO CONGRESS.--Within one hundred and eighty
days . after entering into the agreement required under
subsection (a) of this section, the Secretary, the Director,
and the Administrator shall report to the Congress as to the
status of a conservation plan approved under this section and
the progress of the State in carrying out such a plan,
including and accounting, as required under subsection (c) of



this section, of the gains and losses of coastal wetlands as
a resgult of development activities.

(2) REPORT TO CONGRESS.--Twenty-four months after the initial
one hundred and eighty day period set forth in paragraph (1),
and at the end of each twenty-four-month period thereafter,
the Secretary, the Director, and the Administrator shall,
report to the Congress on the status of the conservation plan
and provide an evaluation of the effectiveness of the plan in
meeting the goal of this section.

SEC. 305 NATIONAL COASTAL WETLANDS CONSERVATION GRANTS.

{(a) MATCHING GRANTS.--The Director shall, with the funds made
available in accordance with the next following section of this
title, make matching grants to any coastal State to carry out
coastal wetlands conservation projects from funds made available
for that purpose.

(b) PRIORITY.--Subject to the cost-sharing requirements of this
section, the Director may grant or otherwise provide any
matching moneys to any coastal State which submits a proposal
substantial in character and design to carry out a coastal
wetlands conservation project. 1In awarding such matching grants,
the Director shall give priority to coastal wetlands conservation
projects that are--

(1) consistent with the National Wetlands Priority
Conservation Plan developed under section 301 of the
Emergency Wetlands Resources Act (16 U.S.C. 3921); and

(2) in coastal States that have established dedicated
funding for programg to acquire coastal wetlands, natural
areas and open spaces. In addition, priority consideration
shall be given to coastal wetlands conservation projects in
maritime forests on coastal barrier islands.

(c) CoNDITIONS.--The Director may only grant or otherwise provide
matching moneys to a coastal State for purposes of carrying out
a coastal wetlands conservation project if the grant or
provision is subject to terms and conditions that will ensure
that any real property interest acquired in whole or in part, or
enhanced, managed, or restored with such moneys will be
administered for the long-term conservation of such lands and
waters and the fish and wildlife dependent thereon.

(d) CosT-SHARING. --

(1) FEDERAL SHARE.--Grants to coastal States of matching
moneys by the Director for any fiscal year to carry out
coastal wetlands conservation projects shall be used for the
payment of not to exceed 50 percent of the total costs of
such projects: except that such matching moneys may be used
for payment of not to exceed 75 percent of the costs of such
projects if a coastal State has established a trust fund,
from which the principal is not spent, for the purpose of
acquiring coastal wetlands, other natural area or open
spaces.

(2) FORM OF STATE SHARE.--The matching moneys required of a
coastal State to carry out a coastal wetlands conservation
project shall be derived from a non-Federal source.



(3) IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS.--In addition to cash outlays and
payments, in-kind contributions of property or personnel
services by non-Federal interests for activities under this
gection may be used for the non-Federal share of the cost of
those activities.

{(e) PARTIAL PAYMENTS. --

(1) The Director may from time to time make matching
payments to carry out coastal wetlands conservation projects
as such projects progress, but such payments, including
previous payments, if any, shall not be more than the Federal
pro rata share of any such project in conformity with
subsection (d) of this section.

(2) The Director may enter into agreements to make
matching payments on an initial portion of a coastal wetlands
conservation project and to agree to make payments on the
remaining Federal share of the costs of such project from
subsequent moneys if and when they become available. The
liability of the United States under such an agreement is
contingent upon the continued availability of funds for the
purpose of this section.

(£) WETLANDS ASSESSMENT.--The Director shall, with the funds made
available in accordance with the next following section of this
title, direct the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's National
Wetlands Inventory to update and digitize wetlands maps in the
State of Texas and to conduct an assessment of the status,
condition, and trends of wetlands in that State.

SEC. 306. DISTRIBUTION OF APPROPRTATIONS.

(a) PRIORITY PROJECT AND CCUISERVATION PLANNING EXPENDITURES.--0Of the
total amount appropriated during a given fiscal year to carry out
this title, 70 percent, not to exceed $70,000,000, shall be
available, and shall remain available until expended, for the
purposes of making expenditures--

(1) not to exceed the aggregate amount of $5,000,000
annually to assist the Task Force in the preparation of the
list required under this title and the plan required under
this title, including preparation of--

(A) preliminary assessments;

(B) general or site-specific inventories;

(C) reconnaissance, engineering or other studies;

(D) preliminary design work; and

(E) such other studies as may be necessary to identify
and evaluate the feasibility of coastal wetlands
restoration projects;

(2) to carry out coastal wetlands restoration projects in
accordance with the priorities set forth on the list prepared
under this title;

(3) to carry out wetlands restoration projects in
accordance with the priorities set forth in the restoration
plan prepared under this title;

(4) to make grants not to exceed $2,500,000 annually or
$10,000,000 in total, to assist the agency designated by the



State in development of the Coastal Wetlands Conservation
Plan pursuant to this title.

(b) COASTAL WETLANDS CONSERVATION GRANTS,--Of the total amount
appropriated during a given fiscal year to carry out this title,
15 percent, not to exceed $15,000,000 shall be available, and
shall remain available to the Director, for purposes of making
grants--

(1) to any coastal State, except States eligible to
receive funding under section 306(a), to carry out coastal
wetlands conservation projects in accordance with section 305
of this title; and

(2) in the amount of $2,500,000 in total for an assessment
of the status, condition, and trends of wetlands in the State

of Texas.
(c) NORTH AMERICAN WETLANDS CONSERVATION.--Of the total amount
appropriated during a given fiscal year to carry out this

title, 15 percent, not to exceed $15,000,000, shall be available
to, and shall remain available until expended by, the Secretary
of the Interior for allocation toc carry out wetlands conservation
projects in any coastal State under section 8 of the North
American Wetlands Conservation Act (Public Law 101-233, 103 Stat.
1%68, December 13, 1989)., )

SEC. 307. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

(a) ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY FOR THE CORPS OF ENGINEERS.--The Secretary is
authorized to carry out projects for the protection, restoration,
or enhancement of aquatic and associated ecosystems, including
projects for the protection, restoration, or creation of wetlands
and coastal ecosystems. In carrying out such projectsa, the
Secretary shall give such projects equal consideration with
projects relating to irrigation, navigation, or flood control.

(b) STupY.--The Secretary is hereby authorized and directed to
study the feasibility of modifying the operation of existing
navigation and flood control projects to allow for an increase in
the share of the Migsissippi River flows and sediment sent down
the Atchafalaya River for purposes of land building and wetlands
nourishment.

SEC.308. CONFORMING AMENDMENT.

16 U.s.C. 777c is amended by adding the following after the
first sentence: "The Secretary shall distribute 18 per centum of
each annual appropriation made in accordance with the provisions
of section 777b of this title as provided in the Coastal Wetlands
Planning, Protection and Restoration Act: Provided, That,
notwithstanding the provisions of section 777b, such sume shall
remain available to carry out such Act through fiscal year
1999.",
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