














COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT 
 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

APRIL 16, 2013 
 
 
 

MEETING INITIATION 
 

a. Introduction of Technical Committee or Alternates 
b. Opening remarks of Technical Committee Members 
c. Request for Agenda Changes/Additional Agenda Items/Adoption of Agenda 

  



COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

APRIL 16, 2013 
 
 
 

STATUS OF CWPPRA PROGRAM FUNDS AND PROJECTS 
 

For Report: 
 

Ms. Susan Mabry will provide an overview of the status of CWPPRA accounts and available 
funding in the Planning and Construction Programs. 











COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

APRIL 16, 2013 
 

 
SELECTION OF TEN CANDIDATE PROJECTS AND UP TO THREE 

DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS TO EVALUATE FOR PPL 23 
 
For Decision: 
 

The Technical Committee will consider preliminary costs and benefits of the 23rd Priority 
Project List (PPL) project and demonstration project nominees listed below.  The 
Technical Committee will select 10 projects and may select up to 3 demonstration 
projects as PPL 23 candidates to be evaluated for Phase 0 analysis, which will be 
considered later for final selection of projects that will be approved for Phase I (Planning 
and Engineering and Design). 
 

Region Basin PPL 23 Nominees 
1 Pontchartrain Shell Beach Marsh Creation 
1 Pontchartrain New Orleans Landbridge Shoreline Stabilization & Marsh Creation  
1 Pontchartrain Shell Beach Marsh Creation & Nourishment 
2 Breton Sound Marsh Creation South of Lake Lery 
2 Barataria Bayou Dupont Sediment Delivery – Marsh Creation 4 
2 Barataria Caminada Headlands Back Barrier Marsh Creation 
2 Barataria Wilkinson Canal Marsh Creation & Nourishment 
2 Barataria Bayou Grand Cheniere Marsh & Ridge Restoration 
3 Terrebonne Island Road Marsh Creation & Nourishment 
3 Terrebonne Terrebonne Bay Shoreline Protection via Oyster Reef Construction 
3 Terrebonne Grand Bayou Freshwater Enhancement 
3 Terrebonne Bayou Terrebonne Ridge Restoration & Marsh Creation 
3 Teche-Vermilion Southwest Pass Shoreline Protection 
3 Teche-Vermilion North Marsh Island Shoreline Protection 
4 Calcasieu-Sabine East Holly Beach Gulf Shoreline Protection 
4 Calcasieu-Sabine West Cove Marsh Creation & Nourishment 
4 Mermentau Southeast Pecan Island Marsh Creation & Freshwater Diversion 
4 Mermentau South Grand Chenier Marsh Creation – Baker Tract 

 

 PPL 23 Demonstration Project Nominees 
DEMO Artificial Seagrass Bed Shoreline Protection & Sediment Trapping 
DEMO Use of Bioengineering Techniques to Strengthen Previously Stabilized Shorelines & Banks 
DEMO Stabilized Soil Shorelines 

 

  





























































































































































































































COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

APRIL 16, 2013 
 
 
 

FY14 PLANNING BUDGET APPROVAL, INCLUDING THE PPL 24 PROCESS, AND 
PRESENTATION OF FY14 OUTREACH BUDGET (PROCESS, SIZE, FUNDING, ETC.) 

 
For Decision: 
 

The P&E Subcommittee will present their recommended FY14 Planning Program Budget 
development, including the PPL 24 Process.  

a. The Technical Committee will vote on a recommendation to the Task Force to 
approve that the PPL 24 Process Standard Operating Procedures include selecting 
four nominees in the Barataria and Terrebonne Basins; three projects in the 
Breton Sound and Pontchartrain Basins; two nominees in the Mermentau, 
Calcasieu/Sabine, and Tech/Vermilion Basins; and one nominee will be selected 
in the Atchafalaya Basin. 

b. The Technical Committee will vote on a recommendation to the Task Force to 
approve the FY14 Outreach Committee Budget, in the amount of $452,400. 

c. The Technical Committee will vote on a recommendation to the Task Force to 
approve the FY14 Planning Budget, in the amount of $5,070,838. 

  



















































































































COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

APRIL 16, 2013 
 
 
 

FINAL REPORT ON THE ENHANCEMENT OF BARRIER ISLAND VEGETATION 
DEMONSTRATION 

 
For Report: 
 

Dr. Mark Hester will provide a final report on the Enhancement of Barrier Island 
Vegetation Demonstration (TE-53).  







































COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

APRIL 16, 2013 
 
 
 

COASTWIDE REFERENCE MONITORING SYSTEM (CRMS) REPORT 
 

For Report: 
 

Ms. Dona Weifenbach will provide a report on CRMS.  

























COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

APRIL 16, 2013 
 
 
 

REQUEST FOR A CHANGE IN SCOPE AND NAME FOR THE PPL 10 – MISSISSIPPI 
RIVER REINTRODUCTION INTO NORTHWESTERN BARATARIA BASIN 

PROJECT (BA-34) 
 

For Decision: 
 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Coastal Protection and Restoration 
Authority (CPRA) request approval for a change in project scope and name for the 
Mississippi River Reintroduction Into Northwestern Barataria Basin project (BA-34). We 
propose to change the scope of the project by eliminating the siphon, due to limited 
ability to reintroduce Mississippi River water at reasonable cost (i.e. high cost, small 
flows).  Instead, we propose focusing on restoring hydrology within part of the original 
approved project area (impounded) by gapping spoil banks and installing culverts, which 
would be highly cost-effective. We propose to change the project name to Hydrologic 
Restoration and Vegetative Planting in the Lac des Allemands Swamp (BA-34-2).  The 
Technical Committee will vote on a recommendation to the Task Force to approve the 
scope and name change.























































































 
 
 
Modeling - Concurrent with the deauthorization procedures, CPRA was modeling the “Four-Closures” project in 
the same area (See attached report).  The Four Closures project features the complete closure of the opening at 
Weeks Bay, as well as the closures of Delcabre-Avery Canal, Oaks Canal, Boston Canal, and Vermillion River south 
of the GIWW.   We had hoped that this modeling would serve as a surrogate for the TV-19 project.  However, 
because this effort did not specifically model the alignment proposed for TV-19, there is still some uncertainty as 
to whether we can project the changes in salinity and flow regimes that we found in the Four Closures model to 
the TV-19 project.  

Fenstermaker did, however, provide us with a summary of discharge information for the GIWW, gathered from 
the USGS report (cited above), and three circulation models, two of which are MIKE FLOOD-based and a third 
which is ADCIRC-based (see attached “GIWW DISCHARGE SUMMARY” memo).   The models confirm the trends 
shown in the USGS report: that the magnitude of flows in the GIWW west of Wax Lake Outlet decreases by over 
85% before reaching the gage near Cypremort.    The models also showed that west of the Weeks Bay opening, 
GIWW flows were bidirectional with a small net mean flow to the east (Figure 3 in the “GIWW DISCHARGE 
SUMMARY” memo) .  

Conclusion -  The evidence indicates that it is very unlikely that the TV-19 project alone  would significantly 
increase GIWW flows to the west.  Measured discharges from the USGS Study and modeling conducted by 
Fenstermaker and ULL show that the vast majority of Atchafalaya water captured by the GIWW is lost before it 
reaches Weeks Bay.  In the GIWW west of Weeks Bay the discharge is heavily influenced by tidal movements. The 
flow is bidirectional with a small net movement to the east.  The construction of TV-19 could result in localized 
salinity changes in the vicinity of the project, but it is highly unlikely that the project will significantly increase the 
fresh water delivery to the wetlands north and west of Vermilion Bay.   

 

Works Cited 

Swarzenski, Christopher; 2003. Surface-Water Hydrology of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway in South-Central 
Louisiana, 1996-99. U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper 1672  
http://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/pp1672/pdf/pp1672.pdf 

 

 

  





































COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

APRIL 16, 2013 
 
 

 
REQUEST FOR APPROVAL FOR FINAL DEAUTHORIZATION ON SIX PROJECT 

 
For Decision: 
 

CPRA is requesting approval for final deauthorization procedures on the six projects 
listed below.  These projects face technical implementation issues, have an unfavorable 
benefit-to-cost ratio, or have languished for an extended period.  The Technical 
Committee will vote on a recommendation to the Task Force to approve the final 
deauthorization of the following six projects: 

a. Freshwater Bayou Bank Stabilization (TV-11b), PPL 9, USACE 
b. Delta Building Diversion North of Fort St. Philip (BS-10), PPL 10, USACE 
c. Avoca Island Diversion and Land Building (TE-49), PPL 12, USACE 
d. Spanish Pass Diversion (MR-14), PPL 13, USACE 
e. White Ditch Resurrection (BS-12), PPL 14, NRCS 
f. Bohemia Mississippi River Reintroduction (BS-15), PPL 17, EPA 

 
  























Spanish Pass Diversion (MR-14)

Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Task Force

Location

Problems

Restoration Strategy

Progress to Date

Project Status

For more project information, please contact:

The project is located south of The Jump on Grand Pass 
near Venice in Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana. 

Marsh in the project area is not receiving sediment and is 
converting to open water. The principal hydrologic 
changes in the area are caused by the dredging of canals 
for the Venice Oil Field, roads, and other infrastructures. 
These changes have caused Spanish and Red Passes to be 
cut off from the influence of the Mississippi River, thus 
starving the area of fresh water, sediments, and nutrients. 
These processes have resulted in the loss of more than 
3,900 acres of fresh marsh and swamp.

The primary goal of this project is to gain emergent marsh 
to the maximum extent possible by diverting river water 
and sediments into an otherwise open water environment.

The project involves constructing a diversion channel 
capable of diverting 7,000 cubic feet of water per second 
from Grand Pass (a distributary of the Mississippi River) 
into the large open-water receiving area shown on the 
project map. The construction of the 1,300-linear-foot 
diversion channel and its containment levees will 
necessitate placement of a bridge at Tidewater Road, 
which is included in the project’s budget. Outfall 
management measures will be evaluated and incorporated 
to increase benefits to aquatic habitats in the system. 

The Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Conservation and Restoration 
Task Force approved engineering and design funding at their 
January 2004 meeting. The project delivery team has been 
assembled, and a kickoff meeting and site visit was held in 
March 2004. The work plan was submitted to the CWPPRA 
Planning and Evaluation Subcommittee in April 2004. The 
project delivery team is in the process of obtaining right of 
entry to collect survey and water elevation data.

This project is on Priority Project List 13.

June 2004
Cost figures as of: November 2012

www.LaCoast.gov

Federal Sponsor:
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
New Orleans, LA 
(504) 862-1597

The construction of a diversion channel for a similar project, West Bay Sediment 
Diversion (MR-03), is shown above.

 Local Sponsor:
Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority
Baton Rouge, LA
(225) 342-4736

Approved Date:  2004     Project Area: 1,580 acres
Approved Funds: $1.42 M   Total Est. Cost:  $14.2 M
Net Benefit After 20 Years:  433 acres
Status: Engineering and Design
Project Type: Water Diversion
PPL #: 13





White Ditch Resurrection 
and Outfall Management (BS-12)

Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Task Force

Location

Problems

Restoration Strategy

Progress to Date

Project Status

For more project information, please contact:

The project area is located east of the Mississippi River in 
the vicinity of Belair, Louisiana, in Plaquemines Parish. 

The historically  to  marshes
area have completely converted to a brackish 
classification. These marshes are deteriorating due to a 
lack of freshwater input. A siphon built in 1963 at White 
Ditch that used to deliver the fresh water and sediment 
needed to maintain the area’s wetlands has ceased 
operation due to age and various other complications. The 
natural banks of River Aux Chenes block any fresh water 
that may be provided by the Caernarvon Freshwater 
Diversion, a water control structure north of the project 
area. Currently, rainfall provides the only source of 
freshwater input to the area. 

intermediate brackish  in the 

The goal of this project is to reduce the erosion rate by 
introducing fresh water, nutrients, and sediment into the marsh.

This will be accomplished through the rehabilitation or 
replacement of the existing siphon at White Ditch and the 
construction of an additional siphon of similar size. Each 
siphon will be capable of delivering approximately 250 cubic 
feet per second (cfs) of fresh water for a combined total of 500 
cfs of fresh water entering into the project area. The project’s 
proposed strategies also include installing a water control 
structure in the White Ditch outfall channel at the junction with 
River Aux Chenes in order to force water into the interior 
marsh.

The project area is subdivided into Areas A and B in order to 
delineate zones of direct and indirect impact from the siphons. 
Area A, which will be directly impacted, is estimated to have 
the land loss rate reduced by 50 percent, whereas the indirect 
impact in Area B is estimated to yield a 30 percent reduction of 
land loss.

The Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Conservation and Restoration 
Task Force approved engineering and design funding at their 
February 2005 meeting.

This project is on Priority Project List 14.

February 2005
Cost figures as of: November 2012

This project will help restore the highly degraded marshes of the area.

www.LaCoast.gov

Federal Sponsor:

Alexandria, LA  
(318) 473-7756

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Local Sponsor:
Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority
Baton Rouge, LA
(225) 342-4736

Approved Date:  2005     Project Area: 8,224 acres
Approved Funds: $1.59 M   Total Est. Cost:  $14.8 M
Net Benefit After 20 Years:  189 acres
Status: Engineering and Design
Project Type: Water Diversion and Outfall Management
PPL #: 14





www.LaCoast.gov

Approved Date:  2007     Project Area: 5,210 acres
Approved Funds: $1.35 M   Total Est. Cost:  $6.92 M
Net Benefit After 20 Years:  637 acres
Status: Engineering and Design
Project Type: Freshwater Diversion
PPL #: 17

Project Status

Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Task Force

Bohemia Mississippi River 
Reintroduction (BS-15)

February 2010
Cost figures as of: November 2012

Location

Problems

Restoration Strategy

Progress to Date

 

For more project information, please contact:

Federal Sponsor:
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Dallas, TX
(214) 665-7255

Local Sponsor:
Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority
Baton Rouge, LA
(225) 342-4736

The project is located in the Breton Sound basin in 
Plaquemines Parish along the east bank of the Mississippi 
River approximately eight to nine miles southeast of Pointe a 
la Hache, Louisiana, just northeast of, and across the river 
from, Port Sulfur.

The proposed project area is characterized by very low 
wetland loss rates, which may be attributed to the land-
building effects of the existing, nearby Bohemia diversion 
and the seasonal flooding of the Mississippi River, among 
other things. The proposed project is designed to help offset 
wetland losses elsewhere in the State by enhancing deltaic 
growth in the area characterized by lower wetland loss rates.

Existing marsh adjacent to Nestor Canal.

The project will restore natural delta-building capacity by re-
introducing Mississippi River water and sediments into 
shallow, open water and existing wetlands.  This will be 
achieved through the construction of a diversion with a 
capacity of approximately 10,000 cubic feet per second.  
Dredged material from channel improvements will be used 
to fill in existing oil and gas canals to create an estimated 14 
acres of marsh. Three acres of trees will be planted on new 
spoil banks of the improved diversion channel.  Aquatic 
vegetation in interior marsh ponds and channels is expected 
to increase naturally.  An estimated 640 net acres of marsh 
will be created over the 20-year life of the project.

The project is currently in Phase I, Engineering and Design.

This project is on Priority Project List 17.



































COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT 
 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

APRIL 16, 2013 
 
 
 

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  



COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

APRIL 16, 2013 
 
 
 

REQUEST FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS 
  



COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT 
 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

APRIL 16, 2013 
 
 
 

DATE OF UPCOMING CWPPRA PROGRAM MEETING 
 

For Announcement: 
 

The Task Force meeting will be held June 4, 2013 at 9:30 a.m. at the Estuarine Fisheries 
and Habitat Center, 646 Cajundome Blvd., Lafayette, Louisiana.  



COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

APRIL 16, 2013 
 
 
 

SCHEDULED DATES OF FUTURE PROGRAM MEETINGS 
 

For Announcement: 
 

2013 
 
June 4, 2013   9:30 a.m.       Task Force               Lafayette 
September 11, 2013 9:30 a.m.       Technical Committee             Baton Rouge 
October 10, 2013 9:30 a.m.       Task Force               New Orleans 
November 13, 2013 7:00 p.m.       PPL 23 Public Comment Meeting       Baton Rouge 
December 12, 2013 9:30 a.m.       Technical Committee Meeting             Baton Rouge  
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