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Coastal Wetlands Planning 
Protection & Restoration Act

31st Priority Project List

Region 4

Regional Planning 
Team Meeting

Lead:
Kevin Roy, USFWS

February 2, 2021

Announcements

• PPL 31 RPT meetings to accept project nominees:

o Region IV, Feb. 2, 2021, 10:00 am

o Region III, Feb. 3, 2021, 9:30 am

o Region II, Feb.4, 2021, 10:00 am

o Region I, immediately following Region II

CWPPRA



2

Region 4 Parishes

• Eligible parishes for basins in Region 4 include:

• Calcasieu-Sabine Basin
o Cameron Parish
o Calcasieu Parish

• Mermentau Basin
o Cameron Parish
o Vermilion Parish

CWPPRA

RPT Meetings

• Project proposals should be consistent with the 2017 State 
Master Plan.

• A project can only be nominated in one basin except for 
coastwide projects

• Proposals that cross multiple basins shall be nominated in 
one basin only, based on the majority area of project 
influence.

• If similar projects are proposed within the same area:
o RPT Lead will call for a break
o RPT representatives will then participate in a “breakout session” via 

WebEx to determine the path forward 

CWPPRA
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RPT Meetings

• All proposals submitted in advance will go in the 
order indicated on the agenda. 

• A request for all other proposals will occur after 
advance submissions.

• Limit project proposals to 5 minutes.

• Public comments on project proposals will be 
accepted verbally during the RPT meetings and in 
writing by February 18, 2021.

• Limit comments/questions during meeting to PPL 
31 subject proposals and processes.

CWPPRA

Coastwide Projects

• Proposes a proven technique applicable across the 
coast (e.g. vegetative planting)

• Nominated at any RPT meeting

• Engineering/Environmental Workgroups will validate 
that coastwide projects fit CWPPRA Standard 
Operating Procedures criteria

• All coastal parishes & agencies will vote on selection of 
one coastwide nominee

CWPPRA
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Demonstration Projects

• Demonstrates a coastal wetlands restoration technique or 
material that can be transferred to other areas of the 
coastal zone

• Engineering/Environmental Workgroups will validate that 
demos fit CWPPRA Standard Operating Procedures 
criteria

• All coastal parishes & agencies will vote on selection of up 
to 6 demos.

• Previous demo candidates must be re-nominated for 
PPL 31.

CWPPRA

Coastwide Electronic Vote (Feb. 23rd) to select:

Projects per Basin
(Determined by loss rates, the highest loss rates have the most projects)

4 Barataria
4 Terrebonne
3 Breton Sound
3 Pontchartrain
2 Mermentau
2 Calcasieu/Sabine
2 Teche/Vermilion
1 Atchafalaya
1 Coastwide
22 Total

& up to 6 demos
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PPL 31 Timeline
CWPPRA

Coastwide
Electronic Vote  
(23 Feb)
• 21 Basin 
• 1 coastwide
• Up to 6 demos

April Technical 
Committee Mtg
• 10 candidates
• Up to 3 demos

December Technical 
Committee Mtg
• Recommend up to 

4 projects for 
Phase 1 funding

March – April 2021
• Agencies assigned to projects
• Fact sheets developed
• Workgroup review
• Workgroups may recommend 

that no demos move forward

May – October 2021
• Site visits
• Workgroup evaluations
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Written Comments

• Send written comments on projects & demos proposed 
today to the CWPPRA program manager

• Deadline: February 18, 2021

Sarah Bradley
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

CEMVN-PM-R, RM 331
7400 Leake Avenue

New Orleans, LA 70118

Email: Sarah.C.Bradley@usace.army.mil

(this information has been provided via CWPPRA Newsflash 
and posted on the USACE CWPPRA webpage)

For more info, please visit lacoast.gov or contact Alice 
Kerl at Alice.P.Kerl@usace.army.mil

CWPPRA















PPL31 PROJECT FACT SHEET 
February 2, 2021 

Project Name 
Southeast Pecan Island Marsh Creation 

Project Location 
Region 4, Mermentau Basin, Vermilion Parish, south of Highway 82 and east of Pecan Island 

Problem 
Highway 82 separates the Lakes Subbasin to the north from the marshes to the south.  Low spots between 
cheniers historically allowed drainage from the Lakes Subbasin south into the Chenier Subbasin.  
Virtually all of the project area marshes have become isolated from the movement of freshwater from the 
upper basin and therefore experienced increased tidal exchange, saltwater intrusion, and reduced 
freshwater retention.  Recent hurricanes have impacted the area and scour has resulted in large open water 
areas to form that continue to erode from within.  Loss rates are estimated at -0.76 %/year.  Consequently, 
these marshes are highly deteriorated and considered a priority for restoration in the state’s Master Plan.   

Goals 
The goals of this project are to create and nourish marsh from material dredged from the gulf and create 
several terrace fields to help stabilize the project area.   

Proposed Solution 
The project would construct approximately 400 acres of marsh and 18,000 linear feet of terraces in the 
most degraded location of the project area.  Material will be borrowed from the gulf.  The project site will 
be fully contained but existing berms will be used to maintain much of the marsh creation.   

Preliminary Project Benefits 
The project is expected to create and nourish 400 acres of marsh and an additional 10 acres will 
be created from terracing.   

Preliminary Cost 
The preliminary cost with 25% contingency is $25M - $30M. 

Preparer of Fact Sheet 
Ron Boustany, NRCS, (337) 291-3067, ron.boustany@usda.gov 
Eric Whitney, NRCS, (337) 291-3069, eric.whitney@usda.gov 

R4, ME-02









PPL31 PROJECT NOMINEE FACT SHEET 
February 2, 2021 

Project Name 
Gulf Shore Protection at Beach Prong 

Project Location 
Region 4, Mermentau Basin, Cameron Parish 

Problem 
Between the Rockefeller Refuge and the Mermentau River Ship Channel, the Gulf of Mexico shoreline 
erosion rate in the vicinity of Price Lake Road and Beach Prong has been estimated to be 42 feet per 
year (1998 to 2015).  After recent hurricanes in 2020 the erosion rate is probably even higher..  In recent 
years, the shoreline erosion rates have increased.   

Goals  
The project goal is to halt erosion of the Gulf shoreline erosion along a critical 3-mile-long reach where 
continued erosion will threaten the integrity of Price Lake Road and the watershed within Rockerfella 
Refuge.  Service goals include the protection of shoreline beaches designated as critical habitat for the 
threatened piping plover and beaches used by the threatened red knot.  The project would also prevent 
the loss of back beach marshes which provides habitat for the recently listed black rail and habitat for at-
risk species such as the saltmarsh topminnow. 

Proposed Solution 
To halt Gulf shoreline erosion, 3 miles of foreshore protection consisting of lightweight aggregate core 
foreshore rock armor structures would be installed (as per ME-18 design). 

Preliminary Project Benefits 
1) What is the total acreage benefited both directly and indirectly?

Approximately 323 acres would be benefited directly.  

2) How many acres of wetlands will be protected/created over the project life?
The total net acres protected/created over the project life is approximately 271 acres. 

3)What is the anticipated loss rate reduction throughout the area of direct benefits over the project life
(e.g., 50% reduction in the background loss rate)?

The anticipated loss rate reduction throughout the area of direct benefit is estimated to be 75 to 
100%. 

4) Do any project features maintain or restore structural components of the coastal ecosystem such a
s barrier islands, natural or artificial levee ridges, beach and lake rims, cheniers, etc?

Yes, the project would protect and restore the eroding Gulf shore rim and by reducing shoreline 
erosion and facilitating accumulation of shell hash, that may raise the rim elevations.  

5) What is the net impact of the project on critical and non-critical infrastructure?
The project offers no immediate critical infrastructure protection but may provide indirect 
protection for the community of Grand Cheniere to the north. 

R4, ME-03
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