
























PPL29 Phoenix Marsh Creation – East Increment 
 
 

Project Location: 

Region 2, Breton Sound Basin, Plaquemines Parish  
 

Problem: 
The two major causes of wetland loss for this area are sediment deprivation and saltwater 
intrusion.  Altered hydrology and oil/gas development have exacerbated this loss.  Much of the 
fresh and intermediate marsh that once existed earlier in this century has either converted to 
more saline habitats or has become open water as a result of oil/gas canals, subsidence, and a 
lack of sediment deposition.  The 1984 to 2019 USGS land change rate is -0.78% per year.  

 

Goals: 
The project goal is to restore 392 acres of marsh in the open water areas between Bayou la Croix 

and River aux Chênes through the placement of dredged material via hydraulic dredging.  This 

project will work synergistically with projects to the east by creating continuity with the Breton 

Landbridge Marsh Creation (West) Project (BS-38) and the Mid Breton Landbridge Marsh 

Creation and Terracing Project (BS-32).  This proposed first increment would extend the reach 

of the Breton Landbridge and is part of an overall, long-range, restoration goal to create/nourish 

1,000 to 2,000 acres of intermediate marsh across 5 miles of the Breton Sound Basin from River 

aux Chênes to the Mississippi River. 

 

Service goals include restoration/protection of habitat for threatened and endangered species and 

other at-risk species.  This project would restore habitat potentially utilized by the black rail, 

which is proposed for listing as a threatened species.  The project could also benefit other species 

of concern including the saltmarsh topminnow and seaside sparrow. 

 

Proposed Solution: 
Sediment will be hydraulically dredged from the Mississippi River to create 314 of marsh and 

nourish an additional 78 acres.  The dredged riverine sediments will be pumped via pipeline into 

two semi-confined disposal areas.  Where feasible, existing marsh will be used as containment 

instead of containment dikes.  Vegetative plantings are not proposed in the marsh creation areas, 

and containment dikes will be gapped no later than three years post construction.  

 

Project Benefits:   
The project would result in 297 net acres over the 20-year project life. 

 

Project Costs: 

The total fully-funded cost is $41,683,037. 

 

Preparer of Fact Sheet: 

Kevin Roy, USFWS, kevin_roy@fws.gov, 337-291-3120 
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