
United States Department of the Interior 

Colonel Edward R. Fleming 
District Commander 
US. Army Corps of Engineers 
Post office Box 60267 
New Orleans, LA 70160-0267 

Dear Colonel Fleming: 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
646 Cajundome Blvd. 

Suite 400 
Lafayette, Louisiana 70506 

September 24 , 2010 

This document is the Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service) biological opinion based on our review of 
the New Orleans District Corps of Engineers ' (Corps), proposed Medium Diversion at White Ditch 
located in Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana, and its effects on the endangered pallid sturgeon 
(Scaphirhynchus a/bus) per section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 
US.C. 1531 et seq.). Your May 14, 2010, request for formal consultation was received on May 17, 
2010. Additional information necessary to initiate consultation was provided by letter dated July 15 , 
2010, and received in this office on July 19, 2009. 

This biological opinion (BO) is based on information provided in the May 14,2010, biological 
assessment (BA), the July 15, 2010, letter providing supplemental information, the subsequent 
telephone conversation of August 27, 2010, regarding reasonable and prudent measures and methods 
for estimation of take, electronic mail between the Service and the Corps, and other sources of 
information. A complete administrative record of this consultation is on file at the Ecological 
Services office in Lafayette, Louisiana. 

Consultation History 

FWS Log No: 43440-2009-F-3314 
Date Started: May 14, 2010 Ecosystem: Lower Mississippi River 
Action Agency: US. Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
Project Title: Medium Diversion at White Ditch 
County: Plaquemines Parish 
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Appendix A-4 
 

Formal Section 7 Consultation Receipt 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 








