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COMMUNICATIONS

Normal Lower Mississippi River VHF communication channels:

Channel

Number Usage

International Distress, Safety and Calling Channel.

16 Ships required to carry radio, the USCG, and most coast
stations maintain a listening watch on this channel.
USCG Liaison and Maritime Safety Information

22A Broadcasts. Broadcasts are announced on channel 16.
14 Most locks monitor and work this channel.

13 Devil's Swamp Light, Mile 242.4, AHP and above.

67 Devil's Swamp Light, Mile 242.4, AHP to the Gulf of

Mexico.

Both channels 13 and 67 should be monitored by vessels transiting in
this locality to ensure being altered to all traffic movements in the area.

Maritime Safety Information Broadcasts

The U.S. Coast Guard and other government agencies broadcast
different kinds of maritime safety warnings, using a variety of different
radio systems to ensure coverage of different ocean areas for which the
United States has responsibility, and ensure all ships of every size and
nationality can receive this safety information. All broadcasts except
those over VHF and MF radiotelephone are made by computer.

Coastal Maritime Safety Broadcasts

VHF Marine Radio Broadcasts. Urgent marine navigational and weather
information is broadcast over VHF channel 22A (157.1 MHZ) from over
200 sites covering the coastal areas of the U.S., including the Great
Lakes, major inland waterways, Puerto Rico, Alaska, Hawaii and Guam.
Broadcasts are first announced over the distress, safety and calling
channel 16 before they are made. All ships in U.S. waters over 20m in
length are required to monitor VHF channel 16, and must have radios
capable of tuning to the VHF simplex channel 22A.

U. S. Coast Guard National Distress System

National Distress System VHF site consists of a receiver guarding VHF
Channel 16, the maritime distress, safety and calling channel, and a
transceiver capable of operating on one of six fixed maritime channels.
Two of these channels are always Channel 16 and 22A.

Vessel Traffic Services

The purpose of a Vessel Traffic Service (VTS) is to provide active
monitoring and navigational advice for vessels in particularly confined
and busy waterways. All Vessels transiting the Lower Mississippi River,
New Orleans Harbor area, Mile 103 AHP to Mile 88 AHP are required to
contact New Orleans Vessel Traffic Service on VHF Channel 67 at the
following locations:

Contact Governor Nicholls Light (VHF Ch 67):

[J  All Northbound Traffic at Chalmette Ferry Crossing, Mile 88.6
AHP.

[J  All Northbound Traffic at the Industrial Forebay, Mile 92.8 AHP.

O All traffic exiting the Inner Harbor Navigational Locks, before
entering the Mississippi River.

Contact Gretna Light (VHF Ch. 67):

[J  All South Bound Traffic at Cargill Westwego Grain Elevator,
Mile 103.0 AHP.

[1  All South Bound Traffic at Marlex Docks, The Navy Ships, Mile
99.1, AHP.

All other traffic departing docks within Mile 103 to Mile 88 area,
contact the appropriate Traffic Light to request vessel movements.

NOAA Weather Radio Frequencies

Channel Frequency (MHz)
WX1 162.550
WX2 162.400
WX3 162.475
WX4 162.425
WX5 162.450
WX6 162.500
WX7 162.525

U. S. Marine VHF Channels

Shi Shi
Channel P P
Number Transmit | Receive Usage
MHz MHz
Port Operations and Commercial, VTS.
01A 156.050 156.050 |Available only in New Orleans / Lower
Mississippi area.
05A 156.250 156.250 Port Operations or VTS in the Houston, New
Orleans and Seattle areas.
06 156.300 156.300 |Internship Safety
07A 156.350 156.350 |Commercial
08 156.400 156.400 |Commercial (Internship only)
09 156.450 156.450 Boater Ca_lling. Commercial and Non-
Commercial.
10 156.500 156.500 |Commercial
11 156.550 156.550 |Commercial. VTS in selected areas.
12 156.600 156.600 |Port Operations. VTS in selected areas.
Internship Navigation Safety (Bridge-to-
13 156.650 156.650 |bridge). Ships >20m length maintain a
listening watch on this channel in US waters.
14 156.700 156.700 |Port Operations. VTS in selected areas.
_ Environmental (Receive only). Used by
15 156.750 | Gjass C EPIRBS.
International Distress, Safety and Calling.
16 156.800 156.800 Ships required _to carry _radl_o, U_SCG,_ and
most coast stations maintain a listening
watch on this channel.
17 156.850 156.850 |State Control
18A 156.900 156.900 |Commercial
19A 156.950 156.950 |Commercial
20 157.000 161.600 |Port Operations (duplex)
20A 157.000 157.000 |Port Operations
21A 157.050 157.050 |U.S. Coast Guard only
Coast Guard Liaison and Maritime Safety
22A 157.100 157.100 |Information Broadcasts. Broadcasts
announced on channel 16.
23A 157.150 157.150 |U.S. Coast Guard only
24 157.200 161.800 |Public Correspondence (Marine Operator)
25 157.250 161.850 |Public Correspondence (Marine Operator)
26 157.300 161.900 |Public Correspondence (Marine Operator)
27 157.350 161.950 |Public Correspondence (Marine Operator)
28 157.400 162.000 |Public Correspondence (Marine Operator)
Port Operations and Commercial, VTS.
63A 156.175 156.175 |Available only in New Orleans / Lower
Mississippi area.
65A 156.275 156.275 |Port Operations
66A 156.325 156.325 |Port Operations
Commercial. Used for Bridge-to-bridge
67 156.375 156.375 |communications in lower Mississippi River.
Internship only.
68 156.425 156.425 |Non-Commercial
69 156.475 156.475 |Non-Commercial
70 156.525 156.525 Digital S_elec_tive Calling (voice
communications not allowed)
71 156.575 156.575 Non-Commercial
72 156.625 156.625 |Non-Commercial (Internship only)
73 156.675 156.675 |Port Operations
74 156.725 156.725 |Port Operations
77 156.875 156.875 |Port Operations (Internship only)
78A 156.925 156.925 |Non-Commercial
79A 156.975 156.975 Commercial. Non-Commercial in Great
Lakes only
80A 157.025 157.025 Commercial. Non-Commercial in Great
Lakes only
81A 157.075 157.075 u.s. Gpvernment_ only - Environmental
protection operations.
82A 157.125 157.125 |U.S. Government only
83A 157.175 157.175 |U.S. Coast Guard only
84 157.225 161.825 |Public Correspondence (Marine Operator)
85 157.275 161.875 |Public Correspondence (Marine Operator)
86 157.325 161.925 |Public Correspondence (Marine Operator)
AIS 1 161.975 161.975 |Automatic Identification System (AIS)
AIS 2 162.025 162.025 |Automatic Identification System (AIS)
88A 157.425 157.425 |Commercial, Internship only.
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