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JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE for Clean Water Act Section 404(b)(1) AND Section 401 
Water Quality Application  

 
Introduction. The New Orleans District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the 
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality are issuing this Joint Public Notice to 
announce the proposed Clean Water Act Section 404(b)(1) Evaluation and Section 401 
Water Quality Certification application for the Port of Iberia, Louisiana, Project. This 
notice is issued in accordance with Title 33, Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 
336.1(b)(1) and 337.1, and Title 40, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 121, which 
govern Federal actions involving the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of 
the United States. The proposed action involves initial deepening of 34 miles and 
subsequent maintenance dredging of up to 57.5 miles of navigation channels to provide 
a continuous channel at -16 feet Mean Lower Low Water with a 150-foot bottom width 
between the Port of Iberia and the Gulf of America. Environmental effects of the 
proposed action are being evaluated in Draft Environmental Assessment # 611, which 
will be available for a thirty-day public comment and review period from August 2026 
through September 2026. 
 
Project Authority. Project authorization for the proposed navigation improvements at 
the Port of Iberia is established under multiple federal legislative acts that direct the 
scope, economic evaluation, and environmental parameters of the deepening project. 
Section 431 of the Water Resources Development Act of 2000 first authorized the 
feasibility study to determine the Federal interest in navigation improvements at the Port 
of Iberia, Louisiana. This authorization was subsequently expanded by Section 6009 of 
Public Law 109-13, which mandated the inclusion of future energy exploration and 
production fabrication contracts alongside transportation cost savings in the National 
Economic Development benefits calculation. The recommended plan was formally 
authorized under Section 1001(25) of the Water Resources Development Act of 2007, 
which was later modified by Section 6004(a)(7) of the Water Resources Reform and 
Development Act of 2014 to eliminate the requirement for incidental storm surge 
protection along the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway and Freshwater Bayou. 

Location. The geographical location of the proposed Federal action spans Vermilion 
and Iberia Parishes in south-central Louisiana, extending from the inland terminus of the 
Commercial Canal at the Port of Iberia, through the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, and 
southward along the Freshwater Bayou navigation channel to the Gulf of America. 
Specifically, the dredging starts approximately 7.5 miles north of the Gulf Intracoastal 
Waterway, continuing west along the waterway, and then south through the Freshwater 
Bayou Inland and Bar Channels. This alignment serves as a critical commercial 
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shipping corridor connecting regional heavy industrial fabrication yards directly to 
offshore deepwater areas in the Gulf of America. 

Description of Work. The proposed action includes initial deepening of 34 miles and 
subsequent maintenance dredging up to 57.5 miles of existing navigation channel to a 
depth of -16 feet Mean Lower Low Water. Channel modification will include the non-
federally constructed Commercial Canal, a 1.7-mile portion of the Gulf Intracoastal 
Waterway near Intracoastal, and the Freshwater Bayou Inland and Bar Channels. 
Dredging will be executed via a hydraulic cutter-head dredge. Work will incorporate 
standard New Orleans District overdepth dredging practices alongside two feet of 
advanced maintenance for inland reaches and four feet for the offshore bar channel. 
The proposed action also includes dredging the FWB bypass channel to -16 feet Mean 
Lower Low Water, removing and replacing the existing sunken barge swing gates at the 
north and south entrances with modern swing gates that provide a 200-foot clear 
opening and act as a salinity barrier, and relocating existing utilities. Additionally, 3,650 
feet of rock-dike shoreline protection will be constructed south of the Freshwater Bayou 
Lock across three reaches. Approximately 5.2 million cubic yards of excavated material 
will be transported via slurry pipeline to seven unconfined beneficial disposal sites (D1, 
D2, D3, D4, D5, D7, and D8) adjacent to the dredging reaches, totaling 1,943.7 acres of 
recently formed open water in degraded intermediate marshland habitats. The 
construction and pipeline placement will result in 37.82 acres of direct environmental 
impacts to intermediate marsh (7.47 average annual habitat units [AAHUs]) and 1.08 
acres to Bottomland Hardwood Forest (0.43 AAHUs), which will be fully mitigated 
through the purchase of in-kind mitigation bank credits. 

Discharges by Others. There are known discharges of fill material by Coastal 
Wetlands Planning, Protection, and Restoration Act (CWPPRA) to the West and North 
of the proposed project site. 

Coordination. This public notice is being coordinated with the relevant State, Federal 
and Tribal entities as appropriate.  
 
Properties Adjacent to Disposal Sites. List of adjacent properties is available upon 
request. 
 
Evaluation Factors. Evaluation includes application of the Section 404(b)(1) guidelines 
promulgated by the Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, through 
40 CFR 230. Despite efforts to avoid, minimize, rectify, and reduce habitat impacts 
associated with the proposed action, unavoidable impacts to fish and wildlife resources 
remain. Mitigation would occur within the same geographic boundaries as the impacts: 
forested impacts would be mitigated within the Vermillion-Teche Basin, tidal marsh 
impacts within the Deltaic Plain, and all impacts within the Louisiana coastal zone would 
be mitigated within that zone. Given the minimal nature of the impacts, the primary 
approach would be the purchase of in-kind mitigation bank credits. Should sufficient and 
cost-effective credits not be available, the Corps would evaluate potential mitigation site 
construction, with associated impacts subject to additional NEPA review. 



3 

 

 
Public Involvement. This Joint Public Notice for the 404(b)(1) Evaluation and 401 
water quality application is available for a 30-day public review and comment period 
beginning August 24, 2026 and ending September 24, 2026 due to the routine nature of 
the action and the limited public feedback received on Environmental Assessment (EA) 
#611 (Port of Iberia, Louisiana).The purpose of this notice is to solicit comments from 
the public; federal, state, and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other 
interested parties under the Clean Water Act Sections 401 and 404. The draft Section 
404(b)(1) Evaluation is available online and for download as Appendix C to the draft 
Environmental Assessment beginning August 24, 2026, at the following weblink: 
https://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/About/Projects/Port-of-Iberia/ 
  
Comments on the 404(b)(1) evaluation must be transmitted by September 24, 2026. 
Interested parties may express their views on the draft document. All comments 
postmarked on or before the expiration of the comment period will be considered. 
 
Any person who has an interest that may be affected by deposition of excavated or 
dredged material may request a public hearing. The request must be submitted in 
writing to the District Engineer within the comment period of this notice and must clearly 
set forth the interest that may be affected and the manner in which the identified interest 
may be affected by the proposed action. You are requested to communicate the 
information contained in this notice to any parties who may have an interest in the 
proposed action. 
 
Comments on the LEDQ 401 Water Quality application must be transmitted by 
September 24, 2026. A copy of the application is available for inspection and review at 
the LDEQ Public Records Center at 602 North Fifth Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802, 
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  The available information can also be accessed 
electronically on the Electronic Document Management System (EDMS) on the LDEQ 
public website at www.deq.louisiana.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/About/Projects/Port-of-Iberia/
http://www.deq.louisiana.gov/
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COMMENTS CONCERNING THE 404(b)(1) EVALUATION MAY BE MAILED TO: 
 

Department of the Army 
Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 

ATTN: Samuel Kosiborod (CEMVN-PDS-C) 
7400 Leake Avenue 

New Orleans, Louisiana 70118 
 

Comments may be submitted by email to mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil 
 
 

COMMENTS CONCERNING THE 401 APPLICATION: 
 

Comments concerning this application can be filed with the Water Permits Division 
during the public comment period by referencing WQC 260702-02, Agency Interest 

(AI) 251695 to the following address: 
 

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
Water Permits Division 

P.O. Box 4313 
Baton Rouge, LA  70821-4313 

Attn: Water Quality Certifications 
  

Comments may be submitted by email to DEQ-WaterQualityCertifications@la.gov. 
            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
                                                                            Jason A. Emery 
       Chief, Environmental Planning Branch 
 
COMMENT PERIOD FOR THIS PUBLIC NOTICE EXPIRES: September 24, 2026 

mailto:mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil
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