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Attention: Christopher Koeppel
P PP oy, NV o7
RE: Water Quality Certification (WQC 110520-01/A1 101235/CER 20110002) A% r_ yz. p.0$o. /
New Orleans to Venice Hurricane Risk Reduction Project '
Incorporation of Non-Federal Levees from Oakville to St. Jude
Plaquemines Parish

Dear Mr. Koeppel:

The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (the Department) has reviewed your
application to excavate land and place spoil material for the improvement of hurricane
protection levees, in the vicinity between Oakville & St. Jude, Louisiana.

Based on the information provided in the application, the Department made a
determination that the requirements for a Water Quality Certification have been met and
concludes that the placement of the fill material will not violate water quality standards of
Louisiana as provided for in LAC 33:IX.Chapter 11. Therefore, the Department hereby
issues a Water Quality Certification to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers- Vicksburg
District.

If you have any questions, please call Jamie Phillippe at 225-219-3225.

Sincerely,

Post Office Box 4313 * Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-4313 « Phone 225-219-3181 « Fax 225-219-330Y
www.deq. louisiana.pov




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P.0. BOX 60267
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF May 15, 2017
Regional Planning and
Environmental Division, South
New Orleans Environmental Branch

Elizabeth Hill

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
Water Quality Certifications Section

P.O. Box 4313

Baton Rouge, LA 70821-4313

Dear Ms. Hill:

Pursuant to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New
Orleans District, requests water quality certification modification for Environmental Assessment
(EA) #543 entitled “Mitigation for the New Orleans to Venice Hurricane Risk Reduction Project:
Incorporation of Non-Federal Levees from Oakville to St. Jude and New Orleans to Venice
Federal Hurricane Protection Levee, Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana. The anticipated public
release of EA #543 is July 2017. The purpose of this project is to evaluate the proposed new
right of way (ROW) impacts for construction of the Non-Federal Levees (NFL) and the New
Orleans to Venice (NOV) levee projects and impacts associated with mitigation for wetlands and
bottomland hardwoods as result of the construction of the NFL NOV project.

The NFL project was originally documented and assessed in the Final Environmental
Impact Statement titled “Final Environmental Impact Statement New Orleans to Venice,
Louisiana Hurricane Risk Reduction Project: Incorporation of Non-Federal Levees from
Oakville to St. Jude, Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana” with a Record of Decision signed October
31,2011. The NOV project was documented and assessed in the Final Supplemental
Environmental Impact (SEIS) titled “Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement New
Orleans to Venice Federal Hurricane Protection Levee Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana” with a
ROD signed October 31, 2011. The Supplemental Environmental Assessment (SEA) #537 titled
“Supplemental Environmental Assessment #537 New Orleans to Venice Hurricane Risk
Reduction Project: Changes to the Non-Federal Levees Project, Oakville to St. Jude,
Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana.” A Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for SEA #537 was
signed March 25, 2016. This SEA #537 described impacts for changes to the NFL including the
Lower Level of Risk Reduction (LORR) to the 25-year/4 percent in levee Sections 2-5 of the
NFL.

Three water certificates were issued previously for this NFL NOV project: 1) NOV SEIS
WQC 110718-04/A1 101235/CER 20110006, approved August 18, 2011; 2) NFL EIS WQC
110520-01/AI1 101235/CER 20110002, approved July 6, 2011; and 3) SEA #537 WQC 110520-
01/AI 101235/CER20160001, approved January 7, 2016.



Please send all inquiries or comments to Mr. Daniel Meden either by mail or email. Mr.
Meden’s address is U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (PDN), 7400 Leake Ave, New Orleans, LA
70118. Mr. Meden’s phone number is (504) 862-1014 and his email address is
daniel.c.meden@usace.army.mil.

Sincerely,

Moottt i #rpe—

Marshall K. Harper
Chief, New Orleans District
Environmental Branch
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