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USACE Comment Response: Via Email: Hi Mr. Pulaski, Please accept this email as receipt and 
acknowledgement of the Terrebonne Parish Planning and Zoning Department/Planning & 
Zoning Division’s no additional comments or objections for Reach F DSEA #602 and Draft 
FONSI. Thank you! Best, Jordan  
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USACE Comment Response: Thank you for your comment. 
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USACE Comment Response: Via Email: “Good afternoon, DEQ SOV# 260309/0115 response 
letter received. Thank you, Marissa! Best, Jordan” 
General comments were further addressed with LDEQ during the Water Quality Certification 
process (see Appendix A).  



Reach F, Hurricane and Storm Risk Reduction Project Morganza to the Gulf of Mexico, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana  
Appendix N: Public Comments 

 
 

9 

 

 

 



Reach F, Hurricane and Storm Risk Reduction Project Morganza to the Gulf, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana  
Appendix N: Public Comments 
 

10 

 

 

 

 



Reach F, Hurricane and Storm Risk Reduction Project Morganza to the Gulf of Mexico, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana  
Appendix N: Public Comments 

 
 

11 

 

 

 
 



Reach F, Hurricane and Storm Risk Reduction Project Morganza to the Gulf, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana  
Appendix N: Public Comments 
 

12 

 

 

USACE Comment Response:  
Thank you for your comment.  
Specific Comments: 

• Page 25, Section 3.2.5: Correction to status of the monarch butterfly has been made. 
• Page 6, Appendix H: Correction to molting period dates (February 1-April 30 and August 

1-October 31) for the Eastern black rail in Appendix C Best Management Practices for 
Protection of the Environment has been made.  

General Comments: 
• USACE acknowledges the general comments and will continue to coordinate with 

USFWS regarding the use of soils during levee construction and revegetation. 
Coordination of EFH impacts with NMFS was completed on 27 March 2026 (see 
Appendix A). 
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USACE Comment Response Matrix for CPRA Comments Received 30 March 2026 
Reference CPRA Comment USACE Comment Response  
Induced Flooding  Information is lacking in Section 2.3 

of the draft SEA. 
This comment is acknowledged.  
More information about the 
anticipated impacts of the MTG 
project on induced flooding may 
be found in Appendix H. 
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As indicated in the Reach F SEA, 
USACE is not developing mitigation 
measures for induced flooding in 
communities outside of flood 
protection at this time but would do 
so prior to implementation. USACE 
has indicated that the NFS would be 
responsible for acquiring real 
property interests to implement such 
mitigation measures. CPRA is 
concerned by the lack of information 
on impacts from induced flooding as 
well as potential mitigation measures 
available in the draft SEA. 

As stated in Section 2.3 of the 
Reach F SEA, the USACE Real 
Estate Division, in consultation 
with the NFS, will identify 
properties that may be subject to 
project-induced flooding 
associated with MTG and assess 
mitigation measures, such as the 
acquisition of easements and/or 
fee interests. The NFS, pursuant 
to their Lands, Easements, 
Rights-of-Way, Relocations, and 
Disposals (LERRD) 
responsibilities outlined in the 
PPA, would be responsible for 
acquiring the necessary real 
property interests identified for 
each contract concurrent with the 
acquisition of ROW for levee 
construction. 

H&H Modeling Reach F environmental impacts are 
analyzed in the draft SEA separate 
from the rest of the NFS-constructed 
reaches of the Morganza to the Gulf 
flood protection system as Reach F 
has authorized funds for 
construction. USACE conducted 
H&H modeling for the entire flood 
protection system during preparation 
of the Draft SEIS but Reach F was 
excluded from the impacts analysis 
discussion in the Draft SEIS. 
However, analysis discussion on the 
impacts of the NFS-constructed 
reaches of the Morganza to the Gulf 
system on storm surge and waves in 
the Draft SEIS is used il1 this draft 
SEA to discuss the impacts of Reach 
F by itself. CPRA believes use of text 
from the Draft SEIS presents an 
inappropriate analysis for a single 
reach analyzed independently from 
the rest of the flood protection 
system. 

Similar to the Draft SEIS, the 
Reach F SEA is a supplement to 
the 2013 PACR/RPEIS that was 
completed for the overall MTG 
system and incorporates 
information related to the system 
by reference. The SEA #602 
contains a more detailed analysis 
specific to Reach F. Reach F is 
considered a critical component 
of the MTG levee system and the 
H&H inducement modeling of the 
system included Reach F in ADH 
HEC-RAS as well as the 
CSTORM-MS. This modeling 
represents the best available 
data for analyzing the potential 
impacts associated with Reach F 
as a component of the MTG 
system. 
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Direct Wetland 
Impacts 

Section 4.1.2 states "a total of 96.8 
acres of wetlands would be directly 
impacted by construction of the 
Reach F earthen levee, resulting in a 
loss of 44.03 Average Annual Habitat 
Units (AAHUs)." The total impacted 
wetland habitat acres in Table 4-1 is 
115.9 acres and 48.53 AAHUs, not 
96.8 acres and 44.03 AAHUs. This 
discrepancy calls into question 
USACE's calculation of direct 
wetland impacts from the 
construction of the Reach F levee. In 
addition, analysis of the construction 
footprint indicates that the total 
project footprint for the floodside 
levee enlargement appears to be 
only 60 acres in size; this 60 acres 
should be used for determining direct 
wetland impacts. The right-of-way 
footprint should only be used for 
determining direct wetland impacts if 
the construction footprint extends to 
these limits. Operations and 
maintenance (O&M) of 
compensatory wetland mitigation 
sites is a NFS responsibility and 
over-estimation of direct wetland 
impacts from construction of the 
proposed federal project increases 
NFS costs. 

Acknowledged. There was an 
error in the geospatial dataset 
and all tables and info have been 
updated with correct AAHUs and 
acres. This has been updated in 
the Final Reach F SEA. 

US Fish and Wildlife Coordination 
Act Report states total of 62.4 ac 
brackish marsh (19.93 AAHUs), 25 
ac saline marsh (11.09 AAHUs), and 
9.4 ac BLH {3.65 AAHUs). Total 
Reach F direct wetland impact is 
96.8 ac (34.67 AAHUs). The draft 
SEA overestimates direct wetland 
impacts. However, the Wetland 
Value Assessment (WVA) is not 
included in Appendix E. The Habitat 
Evaluation Team (HET) reviewed the 
potential wetland impacts and 
USFWS ran the WVA model. CPRA 
was provided the WVA's on March 
26,2026 and has not reviewed these 
document, including completeness of 
the provided data. 

Acknowledged. There was an 
error in the geospatial dataset 
and all tables and info have been 
updated with correct AAHUs and 
acres. This has been updated in 
the Final Reach F SEA. 
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Appendix E, The Compensatory 
Mitigation Plan, states on p. 50 that 
the total direct impact to 
brackish/saline marsh is 170 acres 
(44.03 AAHUs). The total Reach F 
wetland habitat construction direct 
impact, which includes BLH, is 44.03 
AAHUs per text in Section 4.1.2 of 
the SEA. Contradictions across 
documents prepared for the Reach F 
draft SEA call into question the 
veracity of USACE's calculations of 
the direct wetland impacts from 
Reach F levee construction. Please 
also note that the construction 
footprint impact is substantially less 
than the acres identified in this plan. 
CPRA requests that this issue be 
addressed prior to investigating 
methods to mitigate direct wetland 
impacts from construction. 

Acknowledged. There was an 
error in the geospatial dataset 
and all tables and info have been 
updated with correct AAHUs and 
acres. This has been updated in 
the Final Reach F SEA and the 
Compensatory Mitigation Plan 

Compensatory 
Wetland 
Mitigation 

 
USACE is no longer carrying 
forward the West Terrebonne 
mitigation project as the tentatively 
selected plan (TSP) for Morganza 
to the Gulf compensatory wetland 
mitigation. Three Mile Bay, located 
in the Pontchartrain Basin, is the 
next ranked mitigation alternative in 
the final array. CPRA's 2023 
Master Plan for a Sustainable 
Coast identifies the Three Mile 
Pass Marsh Creation and 
Hydrologic Restoration as a project 
for marsh creation and 20,000 
acres of oyster reef creation to 
reduce hydrologic connectivity 
between Mississippi Sound and the 
interior of the Biloxi Marsh 
Complex. However, CPRA has not 
pursued a project in this location 
due to its high-energy environment. 
CPRA is concerned that the 
proposed Three Mile Bay 
brackish/saline marsh mitigation 
project in the final array of 
mitigation alternatives for Morganza 
to the Gulf Reach F would not meet 
the ecological success criteria 
established in the draft SEA 

The Recommended Plan for 
mitigating brackish/saline marsh 
impacts for the overall Morganza 
to the Gulf system is the 
combination of up to 25% of 
impacts mitigated by the 
purchase of in-kind mitigation 
bank credits and 75% of impacts 
mitigated by construction of 
Corps constructed marsh 
creation projects. The impacts to 
brackish/saline marsh from 
construction of Reach F are well 
within the 25% limit for 
purchasing in-kind mitigation 
bank credits for all Morganza to 
the Gulf.  As such, in-kind 
mitigation bank credit purchases 
will be pursued first to mitigate 
Reach F impacts. If such 
purchases become infeasible, the 
Corps will evaluate the Corps 
constructed mitigation 
alternatives discussed in the 
Compensatory Mitigation Plan 
and determine whether 
construction of a portion of one of 
these projects can be 
implemented to mitigate Reach F 
impacts.    
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Mitigation Plan (Appendix E, page 
54), resulting in a wasted 
expenditure. Therefore, CPRA does 
not support the investigation of the 
Three Mile Bay for addressing 
wetland impacts. There are other 
locations in the Terrebonne Basin, 
closer to Reach F direct 
construction impacts, more suitable 
for siting compensatory wetland 
mitigation projects. In addition, NFS 
has identified marsh creation areas 
near Reach E and along the 
Houma Navigation Canal (HNC) 
that would provide the necessary 
AAHUs associated with the Reach 
F construction footprint impacts. 

 

 
CPRA requests that USACE mitigate 
for wetland impacts as construction 
impacts occur on funded levee 
segments only and not mitigate for 
future impacts on currently unfunded 
portions of Reach F. WVA models 
should then be reassessed on the 
conditions that exist when the next 
constructible feature of Reach F is 
ready for implementation. 
 

This comment is acknowledged. 
As per 33 USC 2283, CEMVN 
would mitigate prior to or 
concurrent with unavoidable 
project impacts to habitat. 

Non-Federal Sponsors provided 
proposed mitigation sites that were 
included for analysis in the Draft 
SEIS. CPRA requests these NFS 
wetland mitigation sites be included 
in the Reach F SEA as well. 

This comment has been 
acknowledged. The NFS sites 
provided in May of 2024 were 
included in the evaluation 
outlined in Section 10 Appendix 
F. 

CPRA previously provided State 
Master Plan projects for inclusion in 
the Draft SEIS analysis; however 
these sites were not included in the 
Draft SEIS. CPRA requests that 
these be included into the Reach F 
SEA. 

This comment has been 
acknowledged.  State Master 
Plan projects were considered 
during plan formulation and many 
have been incorporated into the 
final array of mitigation projects. 
All potential mitigation measures 
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provided by CPRA were 
considered by USACE and 
evaluated. 

CPRA requests that compensatory 
wetland mitigation site selection 
should prioritize a multiple layer of 
defense approach to preserving 
marsh and protecting levees by 
placing marsh platforms closer to the 
hurricane levees, i.e. implementation 
of mitigation measures adjacent to 
Reach E and Upper Reach F. This 
would allow the use the HNC as a 
potential borrow source. 

This comment has been 
acknowledged. These 
considerations were evaluated 
consistent with applicable 
mitigation planning guidance, 
engineering constraints, and 
environmental compliance 
requirements. The Reach F SEA 
includes analysis of the feasibility 
and suitability of the proposed 
areas. 

Appendix B - 
Draft USFWS 
CAR 

Appendix B USFWS Draft 
Coordination Act Report: CPRA 
disagrees with the position to 
exclude the marsh that is created 
within the interior borrow area 
footprint from calculating 
compensatory mitigation acreage. An 
assessment should be made post-
construction to determine if the fill 
areas that coincide with the internal 
borrow area footprint have the ability 
to meet success criteria. 

This comment is acknowledged. 
The borrow pits that are 
anticipated to be used for Reach 
F are currently in use and, as 
designed, are not suitable for 
mitigation.  

Appendix F, 
Attachment F1 

Appendix F, Attachment Fl: USACE 
Civil Works has strict criteria for 
determining success of 
compensatory wetland mitigation 
projects. However, the sites included 
in the Reach F SEA for 
compensatory wetland mitigation are 
in areas where tidal extremes, 
subsidence, and exposure to storm 
events could affect the ability to 
achieve success. CPRA requests 
that USACE's compensatory wetland 
mitigation sites for the Morganza to 
the Gulf system, including Reach F, 
be located outside of areas 
experiencing these conditions. 

During mitigation planning and 
alternative comparison and 
assessment, tide, subsidence, 
and storm events were 
considered. The CEMVN is not 
aware of any area in coastal 
Louisiana that is not affected by 
the aforementioned processes. 
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Appendix F, Attachment Fl: USACE 
indicates that surveys of the 
mitigation sites are no longer 
required after achieving initial 
success; however, the NFS is 
required to conduct vegetative 
surveys until the end of the 50 year 
mitigation project life. The vegetation 
coverage success criteria relies on 
the marsh mitigation site maintaining 
healthy elevations and relative sea 
level rise, subsidence, and tidal 
inundation for marsh mitigation 
projects identified in the 
Supplemental Environmental 
Assessment will negatively affect this 
success criterion. Vegetation 
coverage percentage should be 
calculated based on the marsh 
platform that remains viable in that 
reporting year. 

There are a variety of surveys 
required at different phases of 
mitigation monitoring. Please see 
Appendix F Attachment F1 
Section 3 (Mitigation Success 
Criteria), Section 4 (Mitigation 
Monitoring Guidelines), and 
Section 5 (Mitigation Monitoring 
Schedule and Responsibilities).  

Appendix F, Attachment Fl: CPRA 
requests a meeting to discuss 
Mitigation Success Criteria and 
Mitigation Monitoring requirements to 
ensure the successful 
implementation of compensatory 
mitigation for the project and the 
post-construction project life. 

Concur. The Reach F mitigation 
success criteria and mitigation 
monitoring requirements reflect 
the general mitigation guidelines 
developed in coordination with 
the CEMVN, CPRA, and the 
resource agencies.  If necessary, 
this could be discussed at the 
recurring MTG mitigation 
meetings between the CEMVN, 
the Non-Federal Sponsors, and 
the resource agencies.   

Appendix M Appendix M Environmental Design of 
Mississippi River Levee Borrow 
Areas: CPRA requests the exclusion 
of this appendix. Contoured borrow 
pits lead to increased land 
requirements necessary to provide 
borrow material for the project. 
Typical borrow depths are 
approximately twenty feet and the 
reduction of the excavation depth 
would require additional borrow pits 
to provide the same cubic yardage. 
This would also adversely affect 
landowners which would bear the 
burden of unnecessary acquisition of 
their property. Environmental Design 
of the borrow pit would also result in 
increased costs to the project and 

This comment is acknowledged. 
The design criteria relevant to 
borrow locations minimize 
impacts to habitat and 
recreational resources.  The 
USACE acknowledges that these 
designs require additional real 
estate, which is why they are not 
required.   
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especially the NFS who is 
responsible for providing Lands, 
Easements, Rights-of-Way, 
Relocations and Disposal. In 
addition, the graphic provided 
appears more relevant to a 
Mississippi River levee raising 
project and not a hurricane protection 
project where borrow could be 
obtained throughout the project area. 
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