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Lﬂarbo, Jordan Rita CIV (USA)

From: Logarbo, Jordan Rita CIV (USA)

Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2026 12:07 PM

To: [ ]

Ce: Cade, Anna E CIV (USA); Smith, Patrick W CIV USARMY CEMVM (USA); Hebert, Shaun B
CIV USARMY CEMVN (USA); MVN Environmental

Subject: RE: DSEA #602 & Draft FONSI Comments - Reach F, Hurricane and Storm Damage Risk

Reduction Project Morganza to the Gulf

Hi Mr. Pulaski,

Please accept this email as receipt and acknowledgement of the Terrebonne Parish Planning and Zoning
Department/Planning & Zoning Division’s no additional comments or objections for Reach F DSEA #602 and
Draft FONSI. Thank you!

Best,
Jordan

Jordan R. Logarbo

Biologist

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Otrleans District

Regional Planning and Environment Division, South

jordan.rlogarbo@usace.army.mil
office: (504) 862-1158

From: Christopher Pulaski < ]

Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2026 8:52 AM

To: MVN Environmental <MVNEnvironmental @usace.army.mil>

Subject: [Non-DoD Source] DSEA #5602 & Draft FONSI Comments - Reach F, Hurricane and Storm Damage Risk Reduction
Project Morganza to the Gulf

Ms. Logarbo,

The Terrebonne Parish Planning and Zoning Department/Planning & Zoning Division has no additional
comments or objections relative to the draft Supplemental Environmental Assessment or the Finding of
No Significant Impact for the Reach F project.

Thank you for bringing this to our attention and giving us an opportunity to review. | believe this same
notice of public comment was sent to other Departments/Divisions within the Parish so you may be
getting multiple responses.

Best Regards,

USACE Comment Response: Via Email: Hi Mr. Pulaski, Please accept this email as receipt and

acknowledgement of the Terrebonne Parish Planning and Zoning Department/Planning &
Zoning Division’s no additional comments or objections for Reach F DSEA #602 and Draft
FONSI. Thank you! Best, Jordan
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REGION 6
DALLAS, TX 75270

March 26, 2026

Jason Emery

U.5. Army Corps of Engineers
7400 Leake Avenue

New Orleans, Louisiana 70118

mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil

Re: EPA Draft Supplemental Environmental Assessment Comments for the Reach F, Hurricane and
Storm Damage Risk Reduction Project, Morganza to the Gulf, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana

Dear Mr. Emery:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has reviewed the U.5. Army Corps of Engineers Draft
Supplemental Environmental Assessment for the above referenced project. EPA’s review is provided
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act and our NEPA review authority under Section 309 of
the Clean Air Act.

The project consists of an approximately four-mile-long earthen levee along the Houma Navigation
Canal, starting at Falgout Canal Road and situated about 12 miles south of the City of Houma. The
construction of Reach F is expected to impact up to approximately 106.5 acres of brackish and saline
marsh and up to approximately 9.4 acres of bottomland hardwood wetlands. EPA has no comment to
provide on this Draft Supplemental Environmental Assessment.

EPA appreciates the opportunity to review this project and looks forward to continued participation in
the NEPA process. If you have any questions, please contact me at (214) 665-8565, or contact Gabe
Gruta, Lead Reviewer for this project af br }.

Sincerely,
Digitally signed by
RO BERT ROBERT HOUSTON
Date: 1
HOUSTON  Xitece
Robert Houston

Acting Office Manager
Office of the Regional Administrator

USACE Comment Response: Thank you for your comment.
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JEFF LANDRY CoURTNEY J. BURDETTE

” STATE OF LOUISIANA

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

March 27, 2026

Jordan Logarbo

New Orleans Environmental Branch, CEMVN-PDS-R
7400 Leake Avenue

New Oreans, LA 70118
mvnenvironmental@usace.army.mil

RE: 260309/0115

Draft Supplemental Environmental Assessment (DSEA #602) for the Reach F, Hurricane and Storm
Damage Risk Reduction Project, Morganza to the Gulf (MTG)
US Army Corps of Engineers Funding
Terrebonne Parish

Dear Ms. Logarbo:

The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) has received your request for comments on the
above referenced project.

After reviewing your request, the Depariment has no objections based on the information provided in your
submittal. Howeuver, for your information, the following general comments have been included. Please be
advised that if you should encounter a problem during the implementation of this project, you should
immediately notify LDEQ's Single-Point-of-Contact (SPOC) at (225) 219-3640.

Please review all items below that may affect your project/s success:
1. Please take any necessary steps to obtain and/or update all necessary approvals and environmental
permits regarding this proposed project.
2 If the project concerns flood control in residential and business areas that medify
infrastructure and/or drainage:

a. Modeling for areas of interest, as well as both upstream and downstream
connecting waterways, is preferred to evaluate potential impacts of increased flow
on up/downstream flooding, hydrology, and water quality

b. Channels proposed to be modified and neighboring upstream and downstream
channels should be designed and sized with consideration of natural channel
design methodologies and principles, as improper design can result in increased
velocities and channel degradation (scouring), erosion, bank instability, and water
quality degradation

i. Natural and formerly natural channels should be assessed using
Watershed Assessment of River Stability and Sediment Supply (WARSSS)
methodologies as appropriate, including the Bank Erosion Hazard Index
(BEHI) and Bank Analysis Nonpoint Contribution of Sediment (BANCS).

ii. Increased stream velocities can jeopardize residential properties, pipelines,
bridges, and other infrastructure, and may cause increased pollutant loads
(e.g., sediment, metals, low oxygen levels) to waterways through
channel(s) realignment and reestablishment of naturally vegetated banks,
meanders, and original lengths and slopes for stabilization

Post Office Box 4301 » Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-4301 ¢ Phone 225-219-3953 « Fax 225-219-3971

www.deqlonisiana.gov
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JEFF LANDRY q . CourTNEY J. BURDETTE
GOVERNOR e SECRETARY

STATE OF LOUISIANA

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

iii. MNature-based solutions should be considered to address these, and storm
water issues, before entry to downstream waters
(1) https://watershed.la.govinature-based-solutions
(2) https://www.epa.govigreen-infrastructure/green-
infrastructure-planning-design-and-implementation

¢. Detention pond design and operating practices, including but not limited to high
flow releases, can affect channels as described above

d. Flood control projects should be evaluated in combination with other flood
mitigation projects proposed or ongoing in the watershed

3. If the project involves bridge and/or lateral/inline structures (e.g., culverts, weirs, sluice/lift
gates)

a. Design to allow water to flow freely at the structure without restrictions during all
flow regimes to preserve the natural functions of the stream channels, maintain
appropriate channel dimensions, and flow regimes

i. Consequences of improper design and maintenance can lead to debris
build-up against structures restricting flow, leading to decreases in
velocity, reaeration, and dissolved oxygen levels

4. If your project results in a discharge to waters of the state, submittal of a Louisiana Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (LPDES) application may be necessary.

a. The applicant must follow regional/local permitting requirements for sewage and storm
water management

5. Ifthe project results in a discharge of wastewater to an existing wastewater treatment system,
that wastewater treatment system may need to modify its LPDES permit before accepting the
additional wastewater.

6. All precautions should be abserved to control nonpoint source pollution from construction
activities. LDEQ has stormwater general permits for construction areas equal to or greater than
one acre. Itis recommended that you contact Debbie Bissett (Debbie Bissett@la.gov) or Melissa
Reboul (Melissa.Reboul@la.gov) with the LDEQ Water Permits Division at (225) 219-3590 to
determine if your proposed project requires a permit.

7. If your project will include a sanitary wastewater treatment facility, a Sewage Sludge and
Biosolids Use or Disposal Permit is required. An application form or Notice of Intent will need to
be submitted if the sludge management practice includes preparing biosolids for land application
or preparing sewage sludge to be hauled to a landfill. Additional information may be obtained on
the LDEQ website at https://deq louisiana.gov/page/sewage-biosalids or by contacting Ronda
Burtch with the LDEQ Water Permits Division at (225) 219- 3213 or Ronda Burtch@la.gov.

8. If any of the proposed work is located in wetlands or other areas subject to the jurisdiction of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, you should contact the Corps directly regarding permitiing
issues. If a Corps permit is required, part of the application process may involve a water quality
certification from LDEQ.

. All precautions should be observed to protect the groundwater of the region.

10. Please be advised that water softeners generate wastewaters that may require special limitations
depending on local water quality considerations. Therefore if your water system improvements
include water softeners, you are advised to contact the LDEQ Water Permits to determine if
special water quality-based limitations will be necessary.

Post Office Box 4301 « Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-4301 e Phone 225-219-3953 o Fax 225-219-3971

www.deq louisiana gov
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11. Please refer to the following regulations as they may apply to your project: LAC 33:1ll.Chapter 28
(Lead-Based Paint Activities); LAC 33:lll. Chapter 27 (Asbestos Training and Accreditation
requirements); LAC 33:111.5151, Emission Standard for Asbestos (for any renovations or
demolitions); and LAC 33:111.1305.Control of Fugitive Emissions (prevention of Particulate Matter
from becoming airborne).

12. If any solid or hazardous wastes, or soils and/or groundwater contaminated with hazardous
constituents are encountered during the project, notification to LDEQ’s Single-Point-of-Contact
(SPOC) at (225) 219-3640 or SPOC@la.gov is required. Additionally, precautions should be
taken to protect waorkers from these hazardous constituents.

13. If the project will involve the removal or disturbance of any soils which may have
contaminant concentrations that exceed the Screening Option Standards established by
the LDEQ Risk Evaluation/Corrective Action Program (RECAP) Regulation, these materials
may be considered a waste and disposed of at a permitted facility, or might be managed
as part of a Solid Waste Beneficial Use or Soil Reuse Plan in accordance with LAC
33:VIl.Chapter 11. Alternately, a site-specific RECAP Evaluation might be conducted and
submitted to the LDEQ.

14. The following comments are provided by the Water Planning and Assessment Division:

+ Best Management Practices (BMPs) are essential throughout each individual project, and
at all levels, to minimize impacts to existing conditions in both affected and downstream
waters. The following may worsen or promote new impairments:

o Borrowingl/excavation

o Debris storage, uncontrolled windrows

o Wetland disturbance/encroachment

o Transportation on waterbodies (equipment, debris, waste) including temporary
waterway access points and shallow water disturbance

o Construction including activities both in and adjacent to water.

* Monitoring, reporting, and maintenance (including replanting) should be a part of all
habitat restoration associated with these projects.

* ltis the responsibility of the ACOE, partners, and all contractors and subcontractors to
understand that maintaining the project footprint, adhering to plans, and upholding BMPs
is necessary for healthy functioning of Louisiana waterbodies and may require hiring
qualified personnel to directly assist and/or train staff in addressing concerns above.

15. If any underground storage tanks are encountered during the project, they must be in
compliance with the regulations found in LAC 33:Xl of the Environmental Regulatory
Code. If any contaminated soil or groundwater is encountered, the findings should be
reported to LDEQ.

16. We agree with the USACE that the site-specific Environmental Assessment(s) should be
updated as needed for the project area to insure the safety of workers and citizens.

Currently, Terrebonne Parish is classified as attainment with the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards and has no general conformity determination obligations.

Flease send all Solicitation of Views (SOVs) requests and guestions to SOVs(@la.gov.

For Air Planning & Assessment question/inquiries, please contact Chance Henderson

at Chance.Henderson@la.qgov.

For Water Planning & Assessment questionfinquiries, please contact Kori Blitch at Kori Blitch@la gov.
For Remediation question/inquiries, please contact Keith Horn at Keith.Horn(@la.gov.

For Underground Storage Tank guestions/inquiries, please contact Chris Means at Chris.Means@la.gov.

Post Office Box 4301 « Baton Rouge, Louisiana T0821-4301 « Phone 225-219-3953 » Fax 225-219-3971

www.deq lonisiana gov
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Sincerely,

Marissa Jimenez
Environmental Scientist Manager

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
Office of the Secretary

Post Office Box 4301 » Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-4301 » Phone 225-219-39533 ¢ Fax 225-219-3971
www.deqlouisiana.gov
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USACE Comment Response: Via Email: “Good afternoon, DEQ SOV# 260309/0115 response

letter received. Thank you, Marissa! Best, Jordan”
General comments were further addressed with LDEQ during the Water Quality Certification
process (see Appendix A).
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Lowsiana Ecological Services
200 Dulles Drive
Lafayette. Louisiana 70506

March 27. 2026

Mr. Jason Emery

Environmental Planning Branch Chief
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Post Office Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

Dear Mr. Emery:

The .S, Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed the Draft Supplemental Environmental
Assessment #602 (DSEA #602) for the Reach F. Hurricane and Storm Damage Risk Reduction
(HSDRR) project. Morganza to the Gulf (MTG), Terrebonne Parish. Louisiana. and associated
Draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). Those documents. transmitted February 27, 2026,
via electronic mail and letter, describe the U.S. Army Corps of Engmeers’ (USACE) proposed
work. The objective of the MTG HSDRR project 1s to reduce huiricane-related damages up to 100-
year recurrent frequency storm events in the Louisiana coastal area between the cities of Lockport
and Gibson. The project features are deseribed in the Final Post Authorization Change Report
(PACR) and Revised Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (RPEIS) dated May 2013.
The MTG project consists of the construction of approximately 98 miles of levees and associated
floodgates, ete.. in the Terrebonne Basin. Approximately 84 miles of the proposed levees would
overlay existing hydrologic barriers such as natural ridges. roadbeds, and existing levees. Reach F is
one four-mile component of that system and is evaluated in DSEA#602.

We offer the following comments under the authority of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act
(FWCA) (48 Stat. 401, as amended: 16 U.S.C. 661 et seq.) and the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (NEPA) (83 Stat. 852, as amended; 42 U.S.C. 4321- 4347).

General Comments

DSEA#602 provides a good deseription of fish and wildlife resources in the project area and project
impacts on those resources. Wetlands in the project area provide important habitat for several
Federal trust species. A draft FWCA report submitted to the USACE on November 22, 2024,
transmitted the Service’s evaluation of the project, project area. and impacts of the proposed project
on fish and wildlife resources, mecluding migratory birds (e.g.. wading birds. neotropical migrants,
waterfowl), candidate. proposed. and listed species. and other at-risk species that could oceur in the
project area. Additionally. the Service’s draft report provided recommendations to avoid or reduce
impacts and quantified those impacts that the USACE determined could not be avoided. The
wetland value assessment (WVA) included in the FWCA report found that the proposed project
would directly impact brackish and saline marsh and bottomland hardwood (BLH) habitat types.
The acre and average annual habitat units lost over the 60-year period of analysis have been updated
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since that initial analysis. Those updated impacts and our final recommendations will be included in
our final FWCA report. The Corps has indicated in DSEA#602 that mitigation for all impacts would
be implemented.

The USACE concurred with 15 of 19 Service recommendations in the FWCA report and provided
further detail for the other five recommendations. For recommendation number three, the USACE
agreed to work with the Service to determine the feasibility of implementing the Service’s
recommendation to beneficially use any soils removed prior to levee construction. The USACE also
agreed to coordinate with the National Marine Fisheries Service regarding recommendation number
eight concerning Essential Fish Habitat impacts. For the Service’s recommendation number nine
advising revegetation of disturbed areas with native plants, the USACE agreed to plant species that
will ensure the integrity of the levee. Finally, regarding recommendation number 14, the USACE
agreed to work closely with the Service to determine if there may be additional impacts beyond
what is disclosed in DPEA#602 due to recent changes in wetland regulations. If any further impacts
are found to be applicable to the project. the USACE would prepare a supplemental NEPA
document to address those impacts.

Consistent with our previous concurrence on April 25, 2025, with the USACE s determination that
the activities proposed in DSEA#602 are not likely to adversely affect any listed or proposed
threatened or endangered species or their critical habitat, the Service maintains our concurrence
with the USACE determination. No further Endangered Species Act consultation with the Service
will be required for the proposed project unless there are changes in the scope or location of the
project elements. The Service recommends that the USACE contact the Service regarding
threatened and endangered species if the project has not been initiated within one year.

Specific Comments

Page 25. Section 3.2.5 Threatened. Endangered. and Protected Species. paragraph 2: The monarch
butterfly 1s now proposed as threatened as noted in Table 3-6 on page 23 of the SEA. Remove
“candidate” and replace with “proposed threatened™.

Page 6. Appendix H. Eastern Black Rail Conservation Measures. paragraph 2: There is new

mformation about the molting periods for the threatened eastern black rail. Change *“(February 1-
April 30 and July 1-September 30)7, to ““*(February 1-April 30 and August 1-October 31)".

We appreciate the cooperation of your staff and the opportunity to review DSEA #602. If you need
further assistance or have any questions regarding this letter, please contact David Castellanos
I lof this office.

Sincerely,

Bugto ) formin)

Digitally signed by BRIGETTE FIRMIN
BRIGE‘I-I-E FI RMIN Diate: 20260327 151252 -05'00°

Brigette D. Firmin
Field Supervisor
Louisiana Ecological Services
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ce: Environmental Protection Agency, Dallas, TX
CEMVN-RPEDS, PDS
National Marine Fisheries Service. Baton Rouge, LA
LA Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheries, Baton Rouge. LA
LA Dept. of Natural Resources (CMD). Baton Rouge, LA
Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority (CPRA), Baton Rouge, La
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USACE Comment Response:
Thank you for your comment.
Specific Comments:

o Page 25, Section 3.2.5: Correction to status of the monarch butterfly has been made.

e Page 6, Appendix H: Correction to molting period dates (February 1-April 30 and August
1-October 31) for the Eastern black rail in Appendix C Best Management Practices for
Protection of the Environment has been made.

General Comments:

¢ USACE acknowledges the general comments and will continue to coordinate with
USFWS regarding the use of soils during levee construction and revegetation.
Coordination of EFH impacts with NMFS was completed on 27 March 2026 (see
Appendix A).
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étatt ut luuiﬁiana JEFF LANDRY

GOVERNOR

March 30, 2026

Ms. Jennifer Vititoe

Chief, Regional Planning and Environmental Division - South
New Orleans District, US Army Corps of Engineers

7400 Leake Ave.

New Orleans LA 70160-0267

Dear Ms. Vititoe,

CPRA was provided the Reach F, Hurricane and Storm Damage Risk Reduction Project
Morganza to the Gulf, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana Supplemental Environmental
Assessment for review and comment. After review, CPRA is providing the attached
comments for USACE's response

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Sincer

es McMenis, P.E.
Project Management Administrator, Project Management Division
Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority

Attachment

oe: Mr. Andrew Beall, Chief, Project Management Division

Ms. Elizabeth Davoli, Coastal Resources Scientist Manager,
Planning & Research Division

Mr. Adam Linson, P.E., Engineer 7 Manager, Engineering Division

Mr. Daniel Dearmond, P.E., Regional Operations Manager, Operations Division

Ms. Angela Hidalgo, Executive Director,
Terrebonne Levee and Conservation District

Mr. Mitch Marmande, P.E., Delta Coast Consultants

Mr. David Boudreaux, P.E., Delta Coast Consultants

Ms. Lacy Shaw, P.E., Project Manager, USACE

Ms. Ashley Bransom, Project Manager, USACE

Post Office Box 44027 « Baton Rouge, Louisiana 7T0804-4027 » The Water Campus * 150 Terrace Avenue * Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802
{225) 342-7308 » Fax (225) 342-4004 » http://www.coastal la.gov
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Reach F, Hurricane and Storm Damage Risk Reduction Project,
Morganza to the Guif, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana
Supplemental Environmental Assessment #602- Comments

Induced Flooding
Information is lacking in Section 2.3 of the draft SEA.

As indicated in the Reach F SEA, USACE is not developing mitigation measures for induced flooding in
communities outside of flood protection at this time but would do so prior to implementation. USACE has
indicated that the NFS would be responsible for acquiring real property interests to implement such
mitigation measures. CPRA is concerned by the lack of information on impacts from induced flooding as
well as potential mitigation measures available in the draft SEA.

H&H Modeling

Reach F environmental impacts are analyzed in the draft SEA separate from the rest of the NFS-
constructed reaches of the Morganza te the Gulf flood protection system as Reach F has authorized funds
for construction. USACE conducted H&H modeling for the entire flood protection system during
preparation of the Draft SEIS but Reach F was excluded from the impacts analysis discussion in the Draft
SEIS. However, analysis discussion on the impacts of the NFS-constructed reaches of the Morganza to the
Gulf system an storm surge and waves in the Draft SEIS is used i this draft SEA to discuss the impacts of
Reach F by itself. CPRA believes use of text from the Draft SEIS presents an inappropriate analysis for a
single reach analyzed independently from the rest of the flood protection system.

Direct Wetland Impacts

Section 4.1.2 states "a total of 96.8 acres of wetlands would be directly impacted by construction of the
Reach F earthen levee, resulting in a loss of 44.03 Average Annual Hahitat Units (AAHUs).” The total
impacted wetland habitat acres in Table 4-1 is 115.9 acres and 48.53 AAHUs, not 96.8 acres and 44.03
AAHUs, This discrepancy calls into question USACE’s calculation of direct wetland impacts from the
construction of the Reach F levee. In addition, analysis of the construction footprint indicates that the
total project footprint for the floodside levee enlargement appears to be only 60 acres in size; this 60
acres should be used for determining direct wetland impacts. The right-of-way footprint should only be
used for determining direct wetland impacts if the construction footprint extends to these limits.
Operations and maintenance (O&M) of compensatory wetland mitigation sites is a NFS responsibility and
aver-estimation of direct wetland impacts from construction of the proposed federal project increases
NFS costs.

US Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act Report states total of 62.4 ac brackish marsh (19.93 AAHUs), 25 ac
saline marsh (11,09 AAHUs), and 9.4 ac BLH (3.65 AAHUs). Total Reach F direct wetland impact is 96.8 ac
{34.67 AAHUs). The draft SEA overestimates direct wetland impacts. However, the Wetland Value
Assessment [WVA) is not included in Appendix E. The Habitat Evaluation Team (HET) reviewed the
potential wetland impacts and USFWS ran the WVA model. CPRA was provided the WVA’s on March 26,
2026 and has not reviewed these document, including completeness of the provided data.
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Reach F, MTOG, Supplemental Environmental Assessment #6502
March 30, 2026
Page 2

Appendix E, The Compensatory Mitigation Plan, states on p. 50 that the total direct impact to
brackish/saline marsh is 170 acres (44.03 AAHUs). The total Reach F wetland habitat construction direct
impact, which includes BLH, is 44.03 AAHUs per text in Section 4.1.2 of the SEA. Contradictions across
documents prepared for the Reach F draft SEA cali into question the veracity of USACE’s calculations of
the direct wetland impacts from Reach F levee construction. Please also note that the construction
footprint impact is substantially fess than the acres identified in this plan. CPRA requests that this issue
be addressed prior to investigating metheds to mitigate direct wetland impacts from construction.

Compensatory Wetland Mitigation

USACE is no longer carrying forward the West Terrebonne mitigation project as the tentatively selected
plan (TSP) for Morganza to the Gulf compensatory wetland mitigation. Three Mile Bay, located in the
Pontchartrain Basin, is the next ranked mitigation alternative in the final array. CPRA’s 2023 Master Plan
for a Sustainable Coast identifies the Three Mile Pass Marsh Creation and Hydrologic Restoration as a
project for marsh creation and 20,000 acres of oyster reef creation to reduce hydrologic connectivity
between Mississippi Sound and the interior of the Biloxi Marsh Complex. However, CPRA has not pursued
a project in this location due to its high-energy environment. CPRA is concerned that the proposed Three
Mile Bay brackish/saline marsh mitigation project in the final array of mitigation alternatives for Morganza
to the Gulf Reach F would not meet the ecological success criteria established in the draft SEA Mitigation
Plan {Appendix E, page 54), resulting in a wasted expenditure. Therefore, CPRA does not support the
investigation of the Three Mile Bay for addressing wetland impacts. There are other locations in the
Terrebonne Basin, closer to Reach F direct construction impacts, more suitable for siting compensatory
wetland mitigation projects. In addition, NFS has identified marsh creation areas near Reach E and along
the Houma Navigation Canal (HNC) that would provide the necessary AAHUs associated with the Reach F
construction footprint impacts,

CPRA requests that USACE mitigate for wetland impacts as construction impacts occur on funded levee
segments only and not mitigate for future impacts on currently unfunded portions of Reach F. WVA
models should then be reassessed on the conditions that exist when the next constructible feature of
Reach F is ready for implementation.

MNon-Federal Sponsors provided proposed mitigation sites that were included for analysis in the Draft SEIS.
CPRA requests these NFS wetland mitigation sites be included in the Reach F SEA as well.

CPRA previously provided State Master Plan projects forinclusion in the Draft SEIS analysis; however these
sites were not included in the Draft SEIS. CPRA requests that these be included into the Reach F SEA.

CPRA requests that compensatory wetland mitigation site selection should prioritize a multiple layer of
defense approach to preserving marsh and protecting levees by placing marsh platforms closer 1o the
hurricane levees, i.e. implementation of mitigation measures adjacent to Reach E and Upper Reach F. This
would allow the use the HNC as a potential borrow source.
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Reach F, MTOG, Supplemental Environmental Assessment #602
March 30, 2026
Page 3

Appendix B USFWS Draft Coordination Act Report: CPRA disagrees with the position to exclude the marsh
that is created within the interior borrow area footprint from calculating compensatory mitigation
acreage. An assessment should be made post-construction to determine if the fill areas that coincide with
the internal borrow area footprint have the ability to meet success criteria.

Appendix F, Attachment F1: USACE Civil Works has strict criteria for determining success of compensatory
wetland mitigation projects. However, the sites included in the Reach F SEA for compensatory wetland
mitigation are in areas where tidal extremes, subsidence, and exposure to storm events could affect the
ability to achieve success. CPRA requests that USACE's compensatory wetland mitigation sites for the
Morganza to the Gulf system, including Reach F, be located outside of areas experiencing these
cohditions.

Appendix F, Attachment F1: USACE indicates that surveys of the mitigation sites are no longer required
after achieving initial success; however, the NFS is required to conduct vegetative surveys until the end of
the 50 year mitigation project life. The vegetation coverage success criteria relies on the marsh mitigation
site maintaining healthy elevations and relative sea lavel rise, subsidence, and tidal inundation for marsh
mitigation projects identified in the Supplemental Environmental Assessment will negatively affect this
success criterion. Vegetation coverage percentage should be calculated based on the marsh platform that
remains viable in that reporting year.

Appendix F, Attachment F1: CPRA requests a meeting to discuss Mitigation Success Criteria and Mitigation
Monitoring requirements to ensure the successful implementation of compensatory mitigation for the
project and the post-construction project life.

Appendix M Environmental Design of Mississippi River Levee Borrow Areas: CPRA requests the exclusion
of this appendix. Contoured borrow pits lead to increased land requirements necessary to provide borrow
material for the project. Typical borrow depths are approximatety twenty feet and the reduction of the
excavation depth would reguire additional borrow pits to provide the same cubic yardage. This would
also adversely affect landowners which would bear the burden of unnecessary acquisition of their
property. Environmental Design of the borrow pit would also result in increased costs to the project and
especially the NFS who is responsible for providing Lands, Easements, Rights-of-Way, Relocations and
Disposal. In addition, the graphic provided appears more relevant to a Mississippi River levee raising
project and not a hurricane protection project where borrow could be obtained throughout the project
dred. :

USACE Comment Response Matrix for CPRA Comments Received 30 March 2026

Reference CPRA Comment USACE Comment Response
Induced Flooding | Information is lacking in Section 2.3 | This comment is acknowledged.
of the draft SEA. More information about the

anticipated impacts of the MTG
project on induced flooding may
be found in Appendix H.




Reach F, Hurricane and Storm Risk Reduction Project Morganza to the Gulf of Mexico, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana
Appendix N: Public Comments

As indicated in the Reach F SEA,
USACE is not developing mitigation
measures for induced flooding in
communities outside of flood
protection at this time but would do
so prior to implementation. USACE
has indicated that the NFS would be
responsible for acquiring real
property interests to implement such
mitigation measures. CPRA is
concerned by the lack of information
on impacts from induced flooding as
well as potential mitigation measures
available in the draft SEA.

As stated in Section 2.3 of the
Reach F SEA, the USACE Real
Estate Division, in consultation
with the NFS, will identify
properties that may be subject to
project-induced flooding
associated with MTG and assess
mitigation measures, such as the
acquisition of easements and/or
fee interests. The NFS, pursuant
to their Lands, Easements,
Rights-of-Way, Relocations, and
Disposals (LERRD)
responsibilities outlined in the
PPA, would be responsible for
acquiring the necessary real
property interests identified for
each contract concurrent with the
acquisition of ROW for levee
construction.

H&H Modeling

Reach F environmental impacts are
analyzed in the draft SEA separate
from the rest of the NFS-constructed
reaches of the Morganza to the Gulf
flood protection system as Reach F
has authorized funds for
construction. USACE conducted
H&H modeling for the entire flood
protection system during preparation
of the Draft SEIS but Reach F was
excluded from the impacts analysis
discussion in the Draft SEIS.
However, analysis discussion on the
impacts of the NFS-constructed
reaches of the Morganza to the Gulf
system on storm surge and waves in
the Draft SEIS is used il1 this draft
SEA to discuss the impacts of Reach
F by itself. CPRA believes use of text
from the Draft SEIS presents an
inappropriate analysis for a single
reach analyzed independently from
the rest of the flood protection
system.

Similar to the Draft SEIS, the
Reach F SEA is a supplement to
the 2013 PACR/RPEIS that was
completed for the overall MTG
system and incorporates
information related to the system
by reference. The SEA #602
contains a more detailed analysis
specific to Reach F. Reach F is
considered a critical component
of the MTG levee system and the
H&H inducement modeling of the
system included Reach F in ADH
HEC-RAS as well as the
CSTORM-MS. This modeling
represents the best available
data for analyzing the potential
impacts associated with Reach F
as a component of the MTG
system.
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Direct Wetland
Impacts

Section 4.1.2 states "a total of 96.8
acres of wetlands would be directly
impacted by construction of the
Reach F earthen levee, resulting in a
loss of 44.03 Average Annual Habitat
Units (AAHUSs)." The total impacted
wetland habitat acres in Table 4-1 is
115.9 acres and 48.53 AAHUSs, not
96.8 acres and 44.03 AAHUSs. This
discrepancy calls into question
USACE's calculation of direct
wetland impacts from the
construction of the Reach F levee. In
addition, analysis of the construction
footprint indicates that the total
project footprint for the floodside
levee enlargement appears to be
only 60 acres in size; this 60 acres
should be used for determining direct
wetland impacts. The right-of-way
footprint should only be used for
determining direct wetland impacts if
the construction footprint extends to
these limits. Operations and
maintenance (O&M) of
compensatory wetland mitigation
sites is a NFS responsibility and
over-estimation of direct wetland
impacts from construction of the
proposed federal project increases
NFS costs.

Acknowledged. There was an
error in the geospatial dataset
and all tables and info have been
updated with correct AAHUs and
acres. This has been updated in
the Final Reach F SEA.

US Fish and Wildlife Coordination
Act Report states total of 62.4 ac
brackish marsh (19.93 AAHUSs), 25
ac saline marsh (11.09 AAHUSs), and
9.4 ac BLH {3.65 AAHUSs). Total
Reach F direct wetland impact is
96.8 ac (34.67 AAHUSs). The draft
SEA overestimates direct wetland
impacts. However, the Wetland
Value Assessment (WVA) is not
included in Appendix E. The Habitat
Evaluation Team (HET) reviewed the
potential wetland impacts and
USFWS ran the WVA model. CPRA
was provided the WVA's on March
26,2026 and has not reviewed these
document, including completeness of
the provided data.

Acknowledged. There was an
error in the geospatial dataset
and all tables and info have been
updated with correct AAHUs and
acres. This has been updated in
the Final Reach F SEA.
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Appendix E, The Compensatory
Mitigation Plan, states on p. 50 that
the total direct impact to
brackish/saline marsh is 170 acres
(44.03 AAHUSs). The total Reach F
wetland habitat construction direct
impact, which includes BLH, is 44.03
AAHUs per text in Section 4.1.2 of
the SEA. Contradictions across
documents prepared for the Reach F
draft SEA call into question the
veracity of USACE's calculations of
the direct wetland impacts from
Reach F levee construction. Please
also note that the construction
footprint impact is substantially less
than the acres identified in this plan.
CPRA requests that this issue be
addressed prior to investigating
methods to mitigate direct wetland
impacts from construction.

Acknowledged. There was an
error in the geospatial dataset
and all tables and info have been
updated with correct AAHUs and
acres. This has been updated in
the Final Reach F SEA and the
Compensatory Mitigation Plan

Compensatory
Wetland
Mitigation

USACE is no longer carrying
forward the West Terrebonne
mitigation project as the tentatively
selected plan (TSP) for Morganza
to the Gulf compensatory wetland
mitigation. Three Mile Bay, located
in the Pontchartrain Basin, is the
next ranked mitigation alternative in
the final array. CPRA's 2023
Master Plan for a Sustainable
Coast identifies the Three Mile
Pass Marsh Creation and
Hydrologic Restoration as a project
for marsh creation and 20,000
acres of oyster reef creation to
reduce hydrologic connectivity
between Mississippi Sound and the
interior of the Biloxi Marsh
Complex. However, CPRA has not
pursued a project in this location
due to its high-energy environment.
CPRA is concerned that the
proposed Three Mile Bay
brackish/saline marsh mitigation
project in the final array of
mitigation alternatives for Morganza
to the Gulf Reach F would not meet
the ecological success criteria
established in the draft SEA

The Recommended Plan for
mitigating brackish/saline marsh
impacts for the overall Morganza
to the Gulf system is the
combination of up to 25% of
impacts mitigated by the
purchase of in-kind mitigation
bank credits and 75% of impacts
mitigated by construction of
Corps constructed marsh
creation projects. The impacts to
brackish/saline marsh from
construction of Reach F are well
within the 25% limit for
purchasing in-kind mitigation
bank credits for all Morganza to
the Gulf. As such, in-kind
mitigation bank credit purchases
will be pursued first to mitigate
Reach F impacts. If such
purchases become infeasible, the
Corps will evaluate the Corps
constructed mitigation
alternatives discussed in the
Compensatory Mitigation Plan
and determine whether
construction of a portion of one of
these projects can be
implemented to mitigate Reach F
impacts.
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Mitigation Plan (Appendix E, page
54), resulting in a wasted
expenditure. Therefore, CPRA does
not support the investigation of the
Three Mile Bay for addressing
wetland impacts. There are other
locations in the Terrebonne Basin,
closer to Reach F direct
construction impacts, more suitable
for siting compensatory wetland
mitigation projects. In addition, NFS
has identified marsh creation areas
near Reach E and along the
Houma Navigation Canal (HNC)
that would provide the necessary
AAHUs associated with the Reach
F construction footprint impacts.

CPRA requests that USACE mitigate
for wetland impacts as construction
impacts occur on funded levee
segments only and not mitigate for
future impacts on currently unfunded
portions of Reach F. WVA models
should then be reassessed on the
conditions that exist when the next
constructible feature of Reach F is
ready for implementation.

This comment is acknowledged.
As per 33 USC 2283, CEMVN
would mitigate prior to or
concurrent with unavoidable
project impacts to habitat.

Non-Federal Sponsors provided
proposed mitigation sites that were
included for analysis in the Draft
SEIS. CPRA requests these NFS
wetland mitigation sites be included
in the Reach F SEA as well.

This comment has been
acknowledged. The NFS sites
provided in May of 2024 were
included in the evaluation
outlined in Section 10 Appendix
F

CPRA previously provided State
Master Plan projects for inclusion in
the Draft SEIS analysis; however
these sites were not included in the
Draft SEIS. CPRA requests that
these be included into the Reach F
SEA.

This comment has been
acknowledged. State Master
Plan projects were considered
during plan formulation and many
have been incorporated into the
final array of mitigation projects.
All potential mitigation measures
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provided by CPRA were
considered by USACE and
evaluated.

CPRA requests that compensatory
wetland mitigation site selection
should prioritize a multiple layer of
defense approach to preserving
marsh and protecting levees by
placing marsh platforms closer to the
hurricane levees, i.e. implementation
of mitigation measures adjacent to
Reach E and Upper Reach F. This
would allow the use the HNC as a
potential borrow source.

This comment has been
acknowledged. These
considerations were evaluated
consistent with applicable
mitigation planning guidance,
engineering constraints, and
environmental compliance
requirements. The Reach F SEA
includes analysis of the feasibility
and suitability of the proposed
areas.

Appendix B -
Draft USFWS
CAR

Appendix B USFWS Draft
Coordination Act Report: CPRA
disagrees with the position to
exclude the marsh that is created
within the interior borrow area
footprint from calculating
compensatory mitigation acreage. An
assessment should be made post-
construction to determine if the fill
areas that coincide with the internal
borrow area footprint have the ability
to meet success criteria.

This comment is acknowledged.
The borrow pits that are
anticipated to be used for Reach
F are currently in use and, as
designed, are not suitable for
mitigation.

Appendix F,
Attachment F1

Appendix F, Attachment Fl: USACE
Civil Works has strict criteria for
determining success of
compensatory wetland mitigation
projects. However, the sites included
in the Reach F SEA for
compensatory wetland mitigation are
in areas where tidal extremes,
subsidence, and exposure to storm
events could affect the ability to
achieve success. CPRA requests
that USACE's compensatory wetland
mitigation sites for the Morganza to
the Gulf system, including Reach F,
be located outside of areas
experiencing these conditions.

During mitigation planning and
alternative comparison and
assessment, tide, subsidence,
and storm events were
considered. The CEMVN is not
aware of any area in coastal
Louisiana that is not affected by
the aforementioned processes.




Reach F, Hurricane and Storm Risk Reduction Project Morganza to the Gulf, Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana

Appendix N: Public Comments

Appendix F, Attachment FI: USACE
indicates that surveys of the
mitigation sites are no longer
required after achieving initial
success; however, the NFS is
required to conduct vegetative
surveys until the end of the 50 year
mitigation project life. The vegetation
coverage success criteria relies on
the marsh mitigation site maintaining
healthy elevations and relative sea
level rise, subsidence, and tidal
inundation for marsh mitigation
projects identified in the
Supplemental Environmental
Assessment will negatively affect this
success criterion. Vegetation
coverage percentage should be
calculated based on the marsh
platform that remains viable in that
reporting year.

There are a variety of surveys
required at different phases of
mitigation monitoring. Please see
Appendix F Attachment F1
Section 3 (Mitigation Success
Criteria), Section 4 (Mitigation
Monitoring Guidelines), and
Section 5 (Mitigation Monitoring
Schedule and Responsibilities).

Appendix F, Attachment FIl: CPRA
requests a meeting to discuss
Mitigation Success Criteria and
Mitigation Monitoring requirements to
ensure the successful
implementation of compensatory
mitigation for the project and the
post-construction project life.

Concur. The Reach F mitigation
success criteria and mitigation
monitoring requirements reflect
the general mitigation guidelines
developed in coordination with
the CEMVN, CPRA, and the
resource agencies. If necessary,
this could be discussed at the
recurring MTG mitigation
meetings between the CEMVN,
the Non-Federal Sponsors, and
the resource agencies.

Appendix M

Appendix M Environmental Design of
Mississippi River Levee Borrow
Areas: CPRA requests the exclusion
of this appendix. Contoured borrow
pits lead to increased land
requirements necessary to provide
borrow material for the project.
Typical borrow depths are
approximately twenty feet and the
reduction of the excavation depth
would require additional borrow pits
to provide the same cubic yardage.
This would also adversely affect
landowners which would bear the
burden of unnecessary acquisition of
their property. Environmental Design
of the borrow pit would also result in
increased costs to the project and

This comment is acknowledged.
The design criteria relevant to
borrow locations minimize
impacts to habitat and
recreational resources. The
USACE acknowledges that these
designs require additional real
estate, which is why they are not
required.
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especially the NFS who is
responsible for providing Lands,
Easements, Rights-of-Way,
Relocations and Disposal. In
addition, the graphic provided
appears more relevant to a
Mississippi River levee raising
project and not a hurricane protection
project where borrow could be
obtained throughout the project area.
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