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PUBLIC MEETING RE INDUSTRIAL LOCK

[ T'd ike to welcome you

15 all to tonight’s public meeting, This

& public meeting is on the Industrial Lock

m Replacement Project for the U.S, Army

i Corps of Engineers. If you're here for

@ the post-Supetbowl party, you're in the
no] wrong room, My name is Colonel Bill
p1} Conner.I'm a Commander of the New
1t Orleans Office of the Corps of Engineers,
13 and I want to officially welcome you to
p4 tonight's proceedings,
ns The agenda for this
1t6) evening is on the slide posted to your
(17 right, We’ll follow this agenda to the
ne) conclusion of the meeting. With me at the
1) head table for this evening is Mr. Pat
o) Galiwey, representing our partner for this
;211 project, which is the Port of New Orleans,
[ and also at the table for the evening’s
123 proceedings is Mr. Joe Dicharry, who is
129 the project manager for this project out
iz5 of my office, At this time, I'd like to

{4 was revamped so that there are now no
w; residential relocations.The ideas of the
s neighborhood residents have been
1@ incorporated into the project. The
1 project has been vasty improved through
1 listening to the concerns of the residents
® anct through advances in construction
1o iec.hnology. Concerns about access, design
111 features of bridges, community housing,
(13 job training, beautification, recreation
113 projects and many others have been
14 incorporated into the project. We have
15 listened to the concerns about isolation
1151 and the need for better access, and we
o believe that this project will provide
fte} safe and secure and convenient access 1o
pg the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward, the
9 Holy Cross area and the St. Bernard area
21 well into the future,
1 The impacts and the
jza) benefits have been documented, We believe
124) that it is possible to build this project
25 50 that everyone benefits, The lock is

REPIACEMENT PROJECT Januvary 27, 1997
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(1 turn the microphone over to Pat for his
(71 opening comments.
ol . MR. GALLWEY:
“ 4  Thanks very much,
PUBLIC MEETING 51 Colonel. Good evening to everyone and
“ YW'THPS SEE G i#el welcome. Mr. Brinson, our President and
S A Ai‘? m CEQ, is not able 1o be here tonight, He’s
©  PORTOF NEW ORLEANS @ at home with the flu. He sends his
o) REGAHDING i apologies and he asked me to present our
[41]  INNER HARBOR NAVIGATION CANAL 1oy remarks tonight.
(121 INDUSTRIAL LOCK REPLACEMENT PROJECT v The Port of New Orleans
(13l 1121 supports the construction of the new lock
{141 pa project and further strongly supports the
115) p4 concept of providing mitigation in the
(16} 15 form of community improvements, projects,
07 & programs and compensation. We believe
(8 117 this project should be¢ and will be
ne e sensitive to the community’s needs and
(20 Date: Menday, January 27, 1987 (199 concerns and the mitigation programs
[21] Place: Holy Cross Schoal g9 should also be designed and administered
Sl L I w1 by the people it directly impacts.
= Attt T 22 Our record on this issue
&3 g has been clear. Almost six years ago when
4 i24) this project was last proposed, it would
=l 5 have demolished over 200 homes and
Page 2 Page 4
t PROCEEDINGS 11 relocated some 800 people. The voice of
: g COLONEL CONNER: 2 the residents was heard and the project
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(1 the single busiest lock in the nation, and i a period of two years, which would mean
@ the delays associated with it increase the tz that $t. Claude Avenue would not be
@ cost of moving goods used to make this @ available to the communities for that
i nation strong and competitive. And so we 4 two-year period.And that seemed to be
5t come together tonight again this evening 5 pretty unacceptable. So what we did after
(&1 to hear your concerns, the concerns of the (5 Wednesday is we got together and sketched
r people on this most recent plan, and to M out a solution to that particular issue,
i listen so that this project can help in @ and that's what you'’re looking at here,
@ the revitalzation of the communities 1 which is a temporary bridge which will be
(o) bordering along the canal. Thank you very ti0] put in at St. Claude Avenue. And the idea
11 much. (11] is that we would buy an erector set kind
1z COLONEL CONNER: 1121 of kit that’s available. It's been used a
v Thank you. Before we get u13 lot in the Northeast on the interstates
(4] to the main portion of the meeting, which 114 there, We'd buy that, We'd build it next
(19 is to hear your comments, the comments of 15 to the existing bridge and then we’d build
ey the public, for purposes of summarizing e a lirtle tie-in road that would go into
117 the Corps’ current idea of what the 17 St.Claude Avenue, and that's what that
ng projec: would look like and bringing us 1y red line is on the slide. On your
s all onto the same sheet of music, we have 19 handouts, it's all in black because that's
29 a 15-minute video that we would like to o) all’s we could get to reproduce was black
tan] play at this time that kind of lays out 1) and not red.And so what that would mean
@2 the scope of the project and our current p2 is that the St. Claude Avenue would only
{23 plan for design. So if I could ask that 23 be closed during the time it would take us
te4) the video be run at this time and give fz4) to physically tie in this new road and
25 your attention t¢ the screen. 125 bridge with the existing $t. Clande
Page & Page 8
m -~ (Videotape played.) m Avenue.And so we're guesstimating ar
- COLONEL CONNER: 3 this time that that would probabiy take 2
@ That's the plan that we @ couple or three months had to do.
) have right now except there is one change (4 Probably, if we could swing it right, we'd
151 that we’ve just recently worked out. I 15 even want to go ahead and have that happen
e don’t expect you to be able to identify @@ over the summer months period so as not to
m exactly what that is, but we have m impact on the school session for the folks
te) available some photocopies of this slide @ attending Holy Cross School. That may or
@ that were at the front door when you @ may not happen. That's kind of toward the
o] walked in, and if you want additional pa end of the whole project anyway so it
(11 copies, we can hand those out 10 you at 1111 would be kind of hard to tell at this time
(1) this time, ¢12 exactly when it would. So that’s the only
(%  What happened is last 113 change from the video is the concept of
irq Wednesday, I met with some of the local (14 atempting to at feast keep St. Claude
s} interest groups, neighborhood residents [1s) Avenue open, if not the whole time during
tte) from the community, to talk about the el the project, at least 2 period of time or
17 project a little bit to kind of get me (7 most of the time and only have it closed
18} simart, since I'm new here, and one thing {va for a couple of months.
ne; that was loud and clear to me as a result nsy  Now, this hasn’t been
=0 of that meeting was that the closure of g approved yet. This isn’t part of the
tz1] the 5t. Claude Avenue bridge is easily, if 1 511-million-dollar program. But l have
(2 not the biggest sticking point of the 22 checked with my bosses and they indicate
®9 project, one of the biggest. And right @2y that it sounds like a pretty good idea 1o
(24] NOW of up until Jast Wednesday, we were 24 them and they're going to go ahead and
15 tzlking about that bridge being closed for {25 carry the torch forward to Washington to
Page 5 - Page 8 (4) Min-U-Script®
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i1 get a final resolution on that, So that's (11 aempt to tie in or work with those as
iz the only difference from the movie. (@1 well so there's no duplication of effort.
#  These are some of the ®  This is the schedule that
w folks that we have been working with on @] we're going to be working off of for this
5] this project. We call them the B project,and I'd like to spend a minute to
6] Neighborhood Working Group. Some of these 6 go over that with you before we go to the
m individuals we've spoken to quite a bit. m public comiment period. Tonight we have
g Some we've only touched on periodically. 18 this public meeting, and this is required
! And the discussions have lasted a long i9 by law but this is not the end of the
ro) time. I mean, they have gone on for (o) official public comments. We will take
11 numbers of years.And this is the rest of 11 everything that you say this evening and
1171 the list of the folks that we're currently 112 we will include that in for the record.
{19] calling the group but that was, just to 13  Now, the official
(14 give you the idea of the flavor of what 114] forthe-record proceedings is the audio
15 we're attempting to do, which is to (15 tapes that are being made to your front
s} provide 100 percent commumnication between 116, here, to the gentleman on my left. That's
17 the Corps and the local interests. And so 7 the official record for the meeting. Now,
g if you want to be added to that group or s behind you is a video camera that's being
19 subtracted, just please let Joe know and (o] run but it will be turned on and off
ra he'll be bappy to accommodate you. = during the course of the evening. It's
1 What we would like to do =1 just there to provide us some additional
[z as part of the project is enter into what - 2] assistance. So you can rest assured that
ra we call a formal partnering agreement, and 23 100 percent of your comments will be
re4] this agreement would be executed for the 24 recorded. They'll be recorded audially
126 sole purposc of spending the 33 million es and every single person who wants to speak
Pags 10 Page 12
iy dollars of mitigation money that would be 111 will have that submitted as part of the
- 1 part of the project. And that parmership 1@ record for the transcript we'll make for
@ would be 50/50 between the Corps and @ the record,
4} whoever wants to be part of the group. @  Inaddition, if you have
= And so far we haven'’t built this group. @ written comments that need to be
1 We don'’t have anybody who is a member of 1@ submitted, someone handed me one this
@ the group yet. We open it up to any and m evening just before the meeting started,
ta all volunteers. So if you're interested @ that’s fine, too, and we will accept those
@ in being a player in this, either @ this evening. If you want to tead your
nop representing some particular neighborhood (10) comments into the record and then hand
(111 group or business or faction or interest 1] them to us, that's okay.And then after
112 or just as a citizen at large, please 11z that, you have until the 24th of February
1y again tell Joe that. (3 to submit your written comments to my
14 I don’t know if you can n4) office in mail. And so if you don’t have
t151 read his phone number there, What's your {15 your comments written out tonight but you
(16) phone number, Joe? 862-1929 That's ps) Want to write them up, that’s fine but you
1n 862-1929. 171 got to get them to me by the 24th, After
ne  We also are pianning to {1g] the 24th, the comment period for this
ne make all of this work tie in with existing i1s) meeting is officially closed. And the
120 programs that are ongoing, and we arc =9 teason for that is that I then have to
tz1} famniliar with the ones that are shown here 121 submit a report through my chain of
2 on this slide.As we get more familiar ez command that has to leave my office by the
iz3 with the area and learn of other s end of March, So that gives me from the
(241 initiatives, cither ongoing or ones that tz4) end of February to the end of March to put
1251 begin after the project does, we will t25 that report together.
Min-U-Script® (5) Page9 - Page 12
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m During that time, I will
12 also be preparing a written response to
1 every question that’s raised either here
[ at the meeting tonight verbally or through
13 Your written comments, and so you'll all
& be receiving answers to your questions
1 that way, I don’t have the time tonight
@ to be able to go ahead and put together an
m oral dialogue nor do I know enough about
o) the project to be able to answer all your
111 questions this evening, so you'll receive
|12 written responses to every question that
g you have.
w4  That report then goes up
115 through my chain of command and gets to
g Washington, at which time we expecta
n response by June of this year. And once
ne} that response is made, that is effectively
9 the end of the Corps of Engineers’
g involvement for this period of time. What
@11 will then happen is the report will be
2z sent over to the Congress for decision,
3 and the Congress is the one that decides
24 as to whether or not this project will go.
{29) Let me explain that

Page 14
i everything that you saw in the video,
@ everything you've ever read about this
B project, every discussion point that will
@ be made here tonight, these are all based
5] on an idea and only an idea. This project
16 does not have any money right now assigned
M to it for the work to be done.That must
1 be done by the Congress and it has not
@ been done yet. And, therefore, the
o Congress will make one of several
() decisions as to what to do with this
12 project after they receive all of the
113 input. They'll either decide to go ahead
114 and fund it or they'll decide to fund it
151 with some changes or they'll decide not to
p5 fund it at all. Those are basically their
{t7] options, I'm sure there are a lot of
i8] other permutations and combinations of
vg those ideas, but that’s basically the gist
o) of what will happen to it,
et That will take place from
22 the period of June of this year until
23] October of 98.The 1st of October of *98
@4 is what the government czlls the beginning
s of fiscal year "99, and if the project in

Page 15
11 its current configuration or some small
(21 modification of that configuration, if
13 that project is to go forward, then that
# will happen with the period that begins
® October of '98 or what we call fiscal year
= "99.If the project is not funded for
7 that period of time, then effectively it
8 goes into limbo and we start over again.
®  Sothat’s why this
meeting tonight is so important, because
this is a very key opportunity for
everyone here to voice their opinions
about this project. And it’s certzinly no
secret to the folks at this table that
there is a very strong local opposition to
115 the project, and we expect to kear that
p7 tonight. In fact, I demand of you to
e provide your opposition tonight becaunse
ng it's very important as part of the
i20; political process that you have the
11 opportunity to have your say. So please
2 make your say known. Please speak up,
23 speak clearly, speak as coherently, get
[24) your point across.
51 Now,you’'ll notice that

(10]
{11
h
139]
(4]
(18]

Page 16
1y the acoustics in this room are not the
@ greatest, It's the gymnasium. So T ask
@) that we only have one speaker at a time
@) and that you give your undivided attention
i to that individual so we can make sure
@1 that his or her comments are heard and can
7 be responded to.
o) I think that pretty much
® covers the time frame on that. And so at
t1y this point, what I would like 10 do is go
11 ahead and begin the official comment
p21 portion of the meeting. We'll start with
v our elected officials or the designated
14 representatives. Joe has a list of cards
ns that have been filted out by individuals
ne ' who have asked to speak. They look like
7 this and they were at the table available
118 when you came in the front doer., If you
oo didn’t fill out 2 card and you would like
0] to fill out a card and speak, you're free
1] to do that any time during the course of
2 the evening, We won't leave here until
9 everybody who has asked to speak is given
24 the oppormnity to do that. Therefore, I
{25 sincerely ask you to limit your comments

Page 13 - Page 16 (6)
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{1} to a period not to exceed five minutes in
@ length. That's five minutes. That way we
¥ can get to all of the folks who want to
t speak tonight, We'll start with the
@ elected officials or designated
®] representatives, We'll work through them,
7 make sure that every elected member of
® either the local or the federal
) legislatures has a chance to speak.Then,
noy we'll turn it over to the public at large.
1 Okay. So at this time,
n1z we'll begin. Right now, Joe tclls me that
131 none of the federal U.S, officials from
{14) the National Congress have asked to speak.
15t Are there any members in the audicnce at
1ie] this time or the representatives who would
17 like o make 2 statement? Okay, Very
18 good, sir. We will ger ro you.
119 All right. With no one
0 from the federal government here to speak
211 then, we will turn it over to the state
27 government for their comments. Who's the
{23 first speaker?
I24) MR. DICHARRY:
28] The first speaker will be

Page 17

m Senator john Johnson,
] SENATOR JOHNSON:
@) I'd like to start off by
(4 expressing my appreciation to all of the
(51 residents 2nd the constituents and
1) individuals who are out on tonight to
m listen to the presentation. I would
(8 imagine to rmany, many people who are here
(9] on tonight, this is not new. You've
(10j probably been through this more times than
(111 you want to come and voice your opinion on
(121 this particular project. I was ata
13 meeting here last week,and Isaidtoa
114 small group of individuals on last week
115 that I can remember when I was 17 years
18] old, the largest community meeting that 1
n called down here in the Lower Ninth Ward
i1e] had to do with the Industrial Canal and
151 the possibility of replacing those locks.,
1z0) Most of you know how old I am today, so L
1 don't need to tell you my age, but it was
2 - Tell them? No, ne, I'm not going to do
(23 that. It was a long tirne ago, a long,
(24 long time ago. So we've been discussing
1ze this project now for a long time, and 1

Page 18

(1 would assume every time we get a new
(2 district engincer, we're going to have to
@ go through the process of discussing this
4} project all over again. This is the first
ts) time that this colonel has had an
il Opportunity to listen to the community on
m this project, so, Colonel, I would imagine
#] you have to go back and dig up the old
{# reports and see what they said, and what
(10) you're probably going to find is that the
(1] reports are going to be pretty consistent
(12 with what the people in this community
i3] bave said in the past.And I think, and
14 I'm going to allow the people to speak for
its] themselves, but I think pretty profoundly
(e and pretty loudly and pretty
17 comprehensively, people are going to say
p1g] in this community that they don't want
9] this project.
@ Now I frankly don’t know
[21] how many times we're going to have to say
23 that, but I would assume we will say it as
{z3) mrany times as you ail waat to hear it.
24 Now, I've been through this many times and
s} I'm not going to spend a lot of time

Page 19

() rehashing what I said in the past s¢ many
@ times. I know that one of my colleagues
13 in the Senate, Senator Dean ~ Is Senator
4 Dean here tonight? 1 know that Senator
i5) Lynn Dean is going to want to have some
® comments and some things that he’s going
@ to want to say. He's a newly elected
® senator from the 5t. Bernard-Plagquemines
% area and he’s going to have some very
{1n strong comments 10 make on this project on
{11 tonight. I hope you all wouk! give him
n3 the time to make his presentation and to
g listen to what he has to say.
g Butl just want to say,
ns as the senator whose district that the
te project or the proposed project is located
n71 in and as the state senator in whose
g senatorial district the present locks are
p9 locared in, I am poing to represent the
rq views, the needs and the concerns of my
1 constituents. And I think from having
r2 represented chis district and this
% community in the state legislature for a
ey number of years, I know how the people

pa feel

Page 20
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(1)) Now, I frankly think as
2 one voter in this district that it is an
m insult for the Corps of Engineers to come
14 into this community and talk about the
1= possibility of bringing a half-a-billion-
& doliar project into this community and by
m the time the project is developed, if it
& were to be developed, which it won’t, but
@ if it were to be developed, it would be a
19 billion-dollar project, at least a
1 billion-dollar project, and to talk about
1z a mediation program of 33 million dollars,
e that is an insult. 33 million dollars
41 would not even pay for the problem and the
(15 losses that the businesses will lose or
i1e] experience in this community over the 10
117 to 12 years that they would be negatively
1y impacted. And I see Miss Morris over here
pg clapping, who is 2 business lady in this .
o community. She knows what I'm talking
zt) about. And there are several small
22 business people in this community who own
23 small businesses who have worked all of
4 their lives to get their businesses to
zs] where they are today. 33 million dollars

Page 21

1 wouldn't even come close to helping those
(3 people experience the kind of losscs that
a1 they would experience if this project were
4 to become a reality.
| So I'would strongly
& suggest to you that if, with the crooked
M letter, if you want to continue to tatk
s about this project, and I'm not suggesting
[ in any way, shape or form that I support
1o the project, but if you want to continue
111} to talk about it, you talk about putting
(12) at Yeast 500 million dollars on the table
(14 so that every house in this community that
114 needs to be renovated or replaced will be
115 replaced, every street that needs to be
e replaced, so thar this community can icok
17 like a model community, then you might be
(18 able to do a little talking. And I would
ng think that it would take at lcast a half a
2q billion dollars in order to do that, at
211 least SO0 million dollars, at least.
=1 Now, that’s the point
23 that I want to make to you all as the Port
iz of New Orlcans and the Corps of Engineers,
tz5) and let me just say that you all are my

Page 22

Page 23
1] friends. The Port of New Orleans is a
I state agency. I'm a state senator. [
r work very closely with the Port of New
1 Orleans. Any time they need money to
5 enhance the port in order to create jobs
61 and economic development, I try to wotk
m with them in order to get the money
(el because I know what that port means to
@ this community and to this state. The
no) Corps of Engineers, which is a federat
1] agency, as a state elected official, I try
it to work with them. But let’s stop
13 hassling the community. Let’s stop
114 ‘insulting the people in this community
115 with this project. If the people have
1e; said unequivocally that they don't want
17 the project, leave it alone.
18 COLONEL CONNER:
pa Thank you, Senator.
o] Appreciate those comments,
1] At the meeting Iast
122 Wednesday that the Senator refers to, the
[23) comment was made that this discussion has
241 gone on through 15 Corps of Engineers
1255 colonels who have sat in my chair. And

Page 24
1] I'm here to tell you tonight that that’s
1 not true. There were 16 because I counted
@ them today. So it was pretty close

u] though,
1  Who is the next speaker?
© MR. DICHARRY:

& Next speaker will be
@ Senator Lynn Dean,
= SENATOR DEAN:
i1a Good evening, gentlemen,
11 ladies and gentlemen. Thanks for the
n2 privilege. I have some comments here
3 that's written down. They take me a
14 little over five minutes. I hope that’s
s allowed.
e  Why don't we start off
p71 with saying I'm strongly disappointed that
ite] with all the technology we have in the
ng world today, all the engineering we have
rz0] in the world today, that we say we're
@11 going to do a project like this that’s
22 going to take 12 years and that fora
[23 couple of years’ period a certain bridge
©4] may be down, a couple years’ period
125 another bridge may be down, and when you

Page 21 - Page 24 (8)
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i get through, you'll have a project that
1 bridges still go up and down.You're
@ going to have a set of locks there that's
4] much bigger than it was before so there
5 will be a longer period while those boats
{6 go in and out. I don't think you're going
i to speed up any of them boats. Fact of
(&) the matter, if the reguiations keep up,
m we'll siow them down a little bit. So
no when you put all that together, it's time
{11) for us to stop and go back to the drawing
11z board instead with our technology and our
(13 engineering and say there's ways to do
p4 things better,
15 Most of us do not want
e change, yet the only way to improve our
n7 society is by meaningful change. I
(18 started to say many citizens of St.
ne Bernard, but after talking to them a few
201 days, I'd have to say most of the citizens
21 orall of the citizens of 5t. Bernard do
(221 not want a canal, a cut if you will, in
123 St. Bernard Parish, We remember the
fzq) Mississippi River Gulf Qutet, that nasty
@5 erodic cut that daily proves it was a

Page 25

[ mistake, St. Bernard citizens were
2 promised industry with good-paying jobs
m for our citizens znd our children. I just
# now heard you all tatking about promising
5 some jobs, You didn’t mention the fact
[ that you’re going to wipe out the Gaivez
@ Street dock and all these areas in there
) that's furnishing jobs and they'll be
& gone. But we can forget about all the
10 investment we got in the Galvez Street
(11 dock, and as a little boy about 12 years
{12 old back in the ’40s, the '30s,I used to
i1y see 50 to 100 barges tied there, the
t14) Mississippi Valley Barge Line, the Federal
ns) Barge Line, loading and unloading barges
i1g there all the time, and I was working for
7 a company called the Red River Barge Line
ug and we'd come in there and picked up cargo
19 there. But that's going to be all gone
120 and dead.
e Today, over 30 years
2z later, not one industry is on the MRGO.
123) Not one job came from the MRGO. But we
24 had to build an expensive levee to provide
125} us protection in St. Bernard from

Page 26

1) hurricane flooding. The MRGO still harmed
2 our parish where the levee was never buile
@ at Reggio, Florissant, Ycloskey and
# Hopedale.These are people live there.
5 Sometimes school buses pick up children or
# do not pick up children due to flood
m waters caused by high tides coming up the
g MRGO, The taxpayers of our patish have
(o paid over four million dollars to build
pa some levees out there that we didn't need
11 before, and now we still owe about seven
121 million dollars that the federal
113 government hasn't forgive that extra debt.
{14 And St, Bernard got nothing for all of
15 that. St. Bernard does not want another
1] cut. Neither does St. Bernard want 11
(7 years of delay caused by construction on
(e three bridges at St. Claude, Claiborne
1151 Avenue and Florida Avenue.
{20) And you've made a nice
211 little statement. You're saying, weil,
2z only one bridge will be shut down at that
(28 particular time.That’s the delay you'll
24) have.You forgot to mention how much
% you're going to jam the traffic on them

Page 27

(1 other bridges, which means there will be
[ jammed traffic in there for several years
2 on ali the bridges you make. People’s
(4 time are worth money and the fuel and oit
(5 in the cars are worth money, and I don't
1 know how many hundreds of millions that
1 will be before it’s over with but thar
(8 adds up to quite a bit. In the final
(8! analysis, we’'ll still have, the final
oy result, we'll stifl have to stop for
1 raised bridges when the ships and
2 equipment goes through.
k| Yet, if we wani progress
4) and the jobs and a better kiving which
5] comes with it, some changes must be made.
16} History accords that in 1825, the Erie
{1n Canal in New York State was the first
a1 canal built in the United States. And it
ne] made New York State all the greater,
2 helping to develop the economy all the way
21 to the Great Lakes, It was $0 successful,
r22] it ‘was made wider and deeper several
27 times. One of the greatest engineering
24) feats that was done by the United States

125] 'was when it built the Panama Canal, a

Page 28
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14 canal cut on a continentai scale as it cut
@ North America in two from South America.
@ But the Uaited States did the job, and the
1 same can be said for the Suez Canal.The
151 United States built the Gulf Intracoastal
¥ Waterway which extends from Brownsville,
 Texas and New Orleans 1o St. Marks,
® Florida. That canal system carries
= several hundred times probably more
ng freight than people ever dreamed it would.
itn It had proved a great advantage to our
13 economy of the United States and
(3 patticuiarly was benefitive to the
141 economies of Texas, Louisiana,
115 Mississippi, Alabama and Florida. kk has
e heiped our nation’s economy grow and has
17 furnished thousands of people good jobs
18 all the way around.
(19] So, if done right, we can
20 benefit from new canals.We need more
tz1) bigger and better locks and waterways to
2z handle the increased traffic and large
iz3 barges and ships which in turn employ more
24 people and reduce the price of goods you
126 buy at the store.
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m ° Youknow,today we're
@ talking about fixing this lock, and we’re
¥ going to go back to the techanology and the
i faules of transportation of World War 11,
151 But since that time the ships have gotten
16 bigger, they draw more water, but the
M canals on the other side of this lock are
e not deep enough so you're not going to do
o1 that, So we're going to do a patch-up job
1o or 2 band-aid job on a thing that’s
11 outmoded when the modern day’s
(t2] transportation with the RO-RO ships and
ita the big container ships, some of them that
p41 deaws 50 to 60 foot of water, the big
115 tankers, nothing's going to be done about
e that kind of thing at all. We're not cven
171 talking about the Mississippi River, which
g should carry traffic from the Guif of
e Mexico all the way up to Baton Rouge of
o ships drawing 60 feet, We're not doing
{21 anything about that.
22 So we're going to let the
23} New Orleans area, our port, the greatest
24 in the world, should be, 1ag behind and
@9 try to do the same thing from World War
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(n I.It’s like we tried to fight World War

@ I with the equipment of World War I till

[ we got our tanks and stuff and got out

®) there about it. We need 10 modernize

151 ourselves. As a state senator, as an

18 industrialist, a8 a consumer and as an

m American, [ realize that good changes -

o shouid be made.

@  First let us consider
te truly the proposed changes on the
1 Industrial Canal locks is a poor band-aid
na for a massive problem. The probiem is the
{13 delay alf citizens of the Ninth Ward and
pn4) Otleans Parish and St. Bernard have to
ps endure while waiting on the bridges that
e go up.That problem is reflected in the
117 cost we as motorists bear in wasted time
rte] or in wasted gasoline spent idling in
pe line, the cost of wasted time for towboats
o} and ships waiting for locks to open and
@1 close and for bridges to mise and lower.
g5 'We all share those costs in the way of
231 higher prices for our €lectric power,
4 manufacrured goods and food, and yes, the
9 loss of our valuvable time spent in

Page 32
(11 waiting, We peed a solution that
@ eliminates all three costs, if possible,
w1 and it is possible.
@  Forinstance, let us
5 raise the St. Claude bridge to the heighth
w1 of the Claiborne bridge and, likewise,
@ raise the Florida Avenue bridge to the
) heighth of the Claiborne bridge and then
o} weld all three bridges shut so it will
i) never open and close again, That way
[t1) automotive raffic will never stop becavse
113 some boat or some barge goes through
1% there.That’s no big technology to do
4] that.
(18] Of course, at the same
ne time or before you do that, you need to
(#7] build a canal thar the taller ships and
(s marine equipment can go through, And if
(t9) you do that though, you should design this
{20 new canal with a high-rise, neverto-open
121 bridge in place before we start digging
{22 the canal so that people that live on the
e other side of that canal, if it ever gets
{24 dug, will never have one hour's delay av

s all to get across it. This, simply said,
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¢ we’ll build a bridge first, tie the iy businesses needing deep-water
@ fourlane road into it first, and when you [ transpomation can locate on each side so
3 build your locks, let’s be a littie t we can have good-paying jobs for our
W innovative on it. St. Bernard has two [4) citizens without harm to out environment,
() main arteries, $t. Bernard Highway and @  This goes back to the
i Judge Perez Drive.You build that {1 MRGOQ. We promised them all those plants
@ high-level bridge for Judge Perez Drive m and equipment. Yet the Corps of Engineers
] and build it before the canal is there so (# and others made regulations where you
F people can actually drive across the ® couldn’t have the land on either side to
o) bridge and lock down while you're doing 16 build a dock, only thing you let the ships
(11 all your wotk, even be curious abour it. (111 go by, but yet you had promised people all
rg They won’t be mad because they're delayed 12 these good-paying jobs with these big
143 every time you turn around for something 113 plants. Of course, today they have no
p4) like that, n4 faith in what we say or you s$ay or even
s When you build the locks, ns) me, I guess, because of how we've been
e make your lock gates strong enough to 1e) lied to, they've been lied to in the past.
i catry bridge traffic right across them. 7 To mitigate the anxiety
s The way you operate locks always, with s and improve the looks of the area, we
e very few exceptions, one set of lock gates i8] could use this area 2150 1o build some
rz0) are closed. So if you have two sets of {20 nice parks and such for the benefit of
211 lock gates and you tie the roads in right, 1 peopie.And most important is when that
{22 a little old red light and a green light 1221 canal cut is made, if it's made in St.
a1 will telt the guy which one’s open and he 231 Bernard Parish, the money will have to be
124 can always drive through and never have to rz4) certified in advance to close off and dam
(25 wait. 125 up the MRGO cut forever. In fact, unless
Page 24 Page 36

M So what you do, you build
-1 your locks first, your gates first. You
1 build your bridges first. Get all that
4 work.And then after all that’s done
s right, then you go dig your canal. And
s there wouldn’t be any delay. In the
7 meantime, 21l the people up in Orleans and
1 Ninth Ward or whatnot would never see a
1] delay whatsoever and their economy and
oy their business could go right on growing.
111] Before the canal is dug, build the lock
12 gates so designed as to carry two-way
113 traffic on either lock gate so if one gate
(4] is open, the traffic could go to the other
ps) gate, and when it is turned open, the
pe) wraffic go onto the other gate. This
#n means never will both gates be open at the
its] same time, which helps traffic always,
1% When all this is done,
o] then and only then will we dig the canal
{21 or the cut, if you will. Of course you
2] must have two levees which prevent a
123 rising river or a hurriczne from harming
4 the people. The levees must be far enough
128 apart that fabricating plants and other

i that money’s tied up where it cannot be
3 siphoned off somewheres eise, I wiil fight
gl it till the end. But we should start,
14 after the canal's in there, at the mouth
@ of the MRGO and dam it off with a dam and
i cover the rocks so it could never wear
m through.Then we should go upstream on
e that MRGO to the old Bayou le Loutre and
8] build a dam on both sides of that near the
i1 MRGO and let Bayou la Loutre go on out in
r1) the Gulf like it always did.And then we
12 should come up that canal to the Bayou
(13 Ycloskey. At Bayou Ycloskey, when the
114} MRGO is cut, you cut a road in two and you
ns make the valuc of people's property go to
(el pot. We should build two dams across it
7 at that point. The dam on the eastern
ne side should then be the new road built on
(9] it and repair that road that's already
20 there, put the water lines and things back
(21 in so that piece of property all the way
23 cut to Lake Borgne could be used again.
z7) That would only be fair.

24 I can remember when we
25 buiit the canal back there then, and these
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i) people that own land that the canal was
i1 dug on got paid for it. There was one
@ wise gentleman, name of Joe Meraux, since
.19] deceased, made a headline in the Picayune
i that he got paid more for a little piece
16] of property he had near the Violet Canal
7 for the MRGO cut than all the other land
18] owners combined. That was injustice to
= the other land owners I'm sure. 'm sure
el Mr. Meraux got fair treatment, But the
(11 point is, we should correct those wrongs
t1z7 and make those people’s land back valuable
(3 again.
4 And then, finalty, we’ll
ps close off the MRGO next to where your cut
e is,and when that's done, you'll have 2
i1t bunch of freshwater lakes in there that
18 the tide cannot go back and forth and
ng) erode away. If you'll remember right, 1
20 believe my figure’s correct, that channel
1] was at one time 36 foot deep and about 500
122 foot wide. Today you've got places 2,000
2% foot wide, Today it’s gotten so bad
24 you'll be able ta eat into that levee and
rs the whole levee will collapse, $o now
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m you're spending multi-millions of dollars
to put rocks around them to protect them,
1 And we're going to have 1o do more of
i that,
(] Ladies and gentlemen, I _
@ will support such construction only if all
@ the financing is arranged so that it is
@ completed to eliminate the dangers to our
1 citizens, to stop the waste of their time
(19 and stop the economic waste t0 OUr eConoEmy
111 of a canal that frustrates all of us, some
112 on a daily basis. I will rigorously
112 oppose a new Industrial Canal lock that
(14) will destroy the Galvez Street dock, and
{15 the same thing goes for the other side.
18 Industry should be allowed to work there
07 1o give good-paying jobs to people,
ne] industry that doesn’t hurt the
Its environment, doesn’t pollute the air or
o) what have you. But when you put this big
t21) set of locks in there the way you're
2 talking about doing it, it's a mess-up.
1z If you did it the way I'm talking about
24 it, then you could weld down those bridges
g and people could say forever they don’t
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11 have to wait for a bridge to go through
there. Isn't it terrible to talk about
ty the advanced economy of the United Seates
1w of America, the richest nation on eartth,
15 that we're telling people, you got to come
t6] up and stop every day of your life at that
m bridge if a boat has to go through there.
i And then you're telling boats, who should
© keep our economy going and keep our costs
o) down in transportarion costs, you have to
1 come up there and wait, like you said, 10
iz hours to 30 hours. Some of those boats
(13 are worth $200, $500 an hout. And if you
114 hold one ten hours for two, that’s just
rs $2,000. If you've got piles and piles of
pe them all the time, that adds up to that
pn bitlion dollars in a few years’ time that
ey could easily do all this right.
g - Soif we use our
20 technology and engineering correct, we can
i1} do all these jobs without hurting these
@z people at all, without harming their
(25 businesses, and at the same time make it
4 so that they’d never have to wait for
=5 another bridge to go up and down. And if

Page 40
(1 we do the job right in St. Bernard, if
@ that’s where you put this cut, put those
3 bridges in advance. Make it a crime for
1 anybody to start to dig a cut uatil those
19 bridges are in place, those locks are in
@ place, where the traffic could go through.
in  Certainly I didn't speak
] about it, there’s a railroad bridge that's
g1 got to be taken care of there. He can’t
155 be the high-level thing but you can put
it lock gates there where he goes through the
uz levee and he comes on across there to keep
na that economy going for down the river
14 where they need that kind of traffic. All
1151 these things can be done by your ability
a1 of engineering and technology and bring
17 back to the people some faith in our
i8] government that’s that so severely
neg stressed them when they did that MRGO. I

20} thank you,

21] COLONEL CONNER:
Thank you, sir.

3 Appreciate it. Who is our next speaker?

78 MR. DICHARRY:

28 State Representative
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i1t Sherman Copeland. i1 there will still be disruption. Now, 1
(2] REPRESENTATIVE COPELAND: @ would hope that onc thing comes out of
51  To the Colonel and the (3 this, and that is that you write a report
4} Dock Board and ail of my constituents and 4 that just says no.That's all. Because I
1 all the visitors from St. Bernard, you (5 heard rumors floating around that the Dock
& know, I started not t¢ come up here, and  Board was going to pass the baton to the
7] the reason why I started not 10 come up m Department of Transportation and
@ here is because I've been doing this for ] Development. I guess the heat is getting
® 32 years now.And I really think that you ® t00 hot. They going to pass it on. Well,
(1o ought to just shut that screen down and v Idon’t know exactly what that means,
(11 leave, Now, the problem I have with this o What you ought to do and
12 whole process is that you stand here and 1121 what we will do and what I hope everybody
pa I'd like for you at some point in the 1 in here does is call Senator Breaux, call
14 discussion to tell everybody in here how 14 Senator Landrien, call Congressman
15 much it cost to produce that film that we 1) Jefferson, Livingston, Tauzin, and say,
1e) saw for 15 minutes at the beginning. I'm 1e; “Balance the budget. Don’t waste the
(171 willing to bet you you've already spent 50 (17 taxpayers’ doliars." Now, they're all my
el million dollars trying to shove it down my e friends, but let me tell you. They made a
ne constituents’ throat for the last 32-plus 19 promise last year, they was going to bail
tt) years. Now, before you came, Colonel, we ra out the Medicaid program, and now they're
1 had these public hearings. I have videos 11 telling the State, if you don’t raise
121 produced by your shop. I have audio and 2 taxes, we'se not going to bail out the
{23 tape where there was a complete process w3 Medicaid program any more.
iz4] and everybody unanimously said no, and 4] You're talking about 30
1251 then you come back, The film talks about @5 million dollars. I'm like the Senator.
Page 42 Page 44

() authorizations. There's no authorization.
@ The Congress hadn’t put a dime into this,
® not one nickel into this, And if they're
# going to balance the budget, they're
{5 sutely not going to balance it by starting
% new projects like this for some special
m interest group who happens to have a trust
® fund somewhere. It’s only going to have a
® 15 percent impact on the state from what I
o understand. That's all.
14 Now, I know you weren't
1z kere, but some of the people in this room
(13 remember 1965, Hurticane Betsy. They
(14 remember that and all of the promises that
(15 were made with that. This project is
(16 going 1o make the land-based casino look
i1 like kindergarten. Ten years? Twenty
t1e) years. Five hundred million dollars?
na Probably two billion.
129 Now I want 1o tell you,
(1] when it got titme to fix Tennessee Street
22 from Floridz to Claiborne, it was a
[z nightmare. It was a pightmare. Can you
{24} imagine what this is going to do to this
rs neighborhood? I'll be dead and gone and

m If it was a billion dollars, unless the

@ money was in the bank, no deal. I mean,

@ this is ridiculous. This is an insult,

# It’s like taking trees off St. Charles

151 Avenue, or what happened to Claiborne

5 Avenue. How many false promises? You all
@ ought to quit, go home, stop. Just leave

{8) the people alone. Now, either you think

¥ you got the most awesome power in the
o] world or we have none, and my position is
(11 now, I'm not coming to any more public
{12 hearings.You can call them all you want.
i3 The next public hearing I'm going to is

(14 going to be in Washington, D.C. I mean,

15 you take all these fancy stuff and books

e and package them up and send them to the
17 United States Congress and the United

g States senators. Those folks in this room
(] are not at those meetings. And if you

1201 look at this, you'd think it was a great

1] project. Why doa’t you send them the

{22 tapes of the last 30 years? Any

123 congressman with good sense would say,
tzq "Hey, we ought not continue to waste out

@51 moncy like this."
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m Now, I understand the
2 special interest power. I understand the
@ shipping industry. I understand
(4 everybody, I understand all the
18] consultants in here who can make some
(& prerty good bucks off this, But I also
7 understand people in my district.
1 understand Mrs. Leontine Luke who called
o1 me last week, said, "Sherman, I'm ill. I
(1} can’t come. We've been fighting this
t1] thing half my lifetime. Please don't let
(i it happen.”
ny  Now, I'd just like for
(4] you to tell us before you leave, publicty,
ns] with the cameras rolling, if in fact it's
ne documented that 2 majority of the people
v in this district do not want this project,
(18] that you will go before the United States
s} Congress, Colonel, and say, "We should
20y cease and desist, abandon the mission. No
r21) g0." Now, if you're not prepared to say
r22) ‘that tonight, then we're all just kind of
123 being taken for a ride, because po matter
4 what we say, you're going to package your
25 dog-and-pony show and try to argue along
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11 with the shipping industry to the Congress
i} that they ought to just level the road and
[) run over us.
M Now, I got to tell you,
(5 that won't happen. It will not happen.
[ But it’s an insult for you to even attempt
@ it on whatever banner you want to put it,
@ 15 colonels later, ot is it 167 You're
© 16.I'm not impressed. Nothing personal.
{to1 But it’s an insult to send 16 military
9 colonels to my little district to try and
1z wipe it out like it’s the Guadal Canal or
13 something. I mean, what's the deal?
14 There’s got to be something else going on
p1s) that we haven't heard about. I don'’t
ne understand it. [ mean, people need to
17 talk a little louder.
[1eg I mean, let’s put all the
119 cards on the table and not that. I don'’t
o] understand that. And [ would hope that we
i21] have those kind of discussions because
[22 sooner or later, we're going to have them.
a1 If we don’t have them tonight, we’re going
124 to have them somewhere. I'm on a crusade
125) now. I used to be objective about it. 1
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111 think an elected official ought to be
12 objective.l have been objective for the
13 last decade,Iam no longer objective. I
] want it stopped. If you want to go put it
5 somewhere else, that’s fine. If you want
18] 10 pack your bags and go home, that's
m fine. Not personally.I mean, I hope you .
@ love our beautiful town and your wife and
g family enjoys it and you stay here and we
rtot have a great time. Just fold the
(t1} bricfcase that says widen the Industrial
n1z2 Canal in this area.That's all.
{131 Now, I'm going to close
14 by saying this. I think also when you put
(18 that film, because I understand that some
pe of the churches, they were saying there
nn would be no relocation. What happened
118 'was, the first plan didn't want to
g interrupt the traffic, so they was going
{20} to wipe out everything from Deslonde on
121} over to Caffin or Forstall, which was
2] completely foolish And then they say,
tz3 "Oop, to0 much opposition.” So all of a
te¢t sudden, I think your Hyde-Ebasco - Is
izs1 that the name of the firm? Ebasco, paid

Page 48
v them all this money and they came up with
g that brilliant idea, we’re going to float
@ the lock in, Well, if they knew that, why
4] didn’t they do that in the first place?
] But that’s not where the
& displacement takes place.It’s the
m bridges, Nobody’s talk- - I didn't see
@) one thing on there about bridges, Tell me
s how you expand Florida, St. Claude and/or
t10) Claiborne without disruption. That’s the
111 disruption, That's the dispiacement that
112) nobody taiks about. It's impossible, You
113) know it and I know it. You've got two
(141 choices, Either you have the displacement
115 and you have an antiquated project the day
g} you finish, or you do not have the
17 displacement - or you do have the
(15 displacement and you do it right. In
(1e} order to do it right, you've got to wipe
=0 out the neighborhood. You can’t
(21 compromise it.
22 Now, we have money in the
@3 budget. You need to understand this. We

(24 put money in the budget. Nothing to do
125 with the feds, state gencral fund money,
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(9 to build a new bridge at Florida.And

[ guess what I found out at a meeting up at

@ the Corps last week? Unless the

() legislature reauthorizes the time program,

& which means raising some mote taxes or

i extending taxes, they don’t even have

7 enough money to finish that one. Now,

(& remember what happened? If you have this

@ peany sales tax on gas, never again will

to you have to come up with another nickel to
(11 fix the highways in Louisiana. ki didn't
112) work then and it’s not going to work now.
(i3 Any congress at any time can come anywhere
(4 and change anything they want to do.
s My good friend, Bob
(5] Livingston, was a freshman United States
(i7 congressman when this thing first started.
pa Now he's Chairman of the Appropriations
9] Committee, You know how long that's been.
o) And then he introduced an amendment to the
{211 bill 50 it couldn’t go down to St. Bernard
21 or Senator Dean, Smart move. Well, maybe
(23] we ought to start a littte disruptions and
24 some introductions.
28] Now, my five minutes is

111 up but I really want to hear what others
iz are going to say, s0 I'm going to sit down
@ and shut up. But I want you to just keep
) it simple and go to Congress and just say
15| no. Can you say that? Do you all know
5 how to say that? Just say no. Just say
m no. Say no. :
T COLONEL CONNER:
ol Thank you, sir. Eloguent
(0] as atways, Do we have any other state
1) officials, Joe?
(121 MR. DICHARRY:
3 State Representative
(4] Tommy Watner,
ns REPRESENTATIVE WARNER:
18] Thank you.I'll be much
(17 briefer, I promise. You won't have to
na worry about that.
ve)  Basically, I came to
20 listen. I wasn’t going to say a whole
r1] lot, My main objective was to make sure
2] that we play a linde defense here for St.
23] Bernard Parish because I heard some things
4 could happen as far as St. Bernard Parish
25 goes. So I didn’t hear that. I didn'’t
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i) see that today. Senator Dean said
@ something about Bayou le Loutre and Bayou
® Ycloskey and all that. I don't know what
1 his thoughts are on that and I don’t think
5 he was quite clear on that, but anything
t] that happens in St. Bernard we have a deep
i concern with, In my estimation and what
181 we think should happen and what we're
@ concerned about is something that

o) Representative Copeland just said, you

111] know, you might have to have some

1z) displacement.

(13  Well, we think without

4 all of that we're looking at perhaps a

5] high-rise facility or bridge that wonld

ne) traverse this canal, and I don't want to

t7 tell you exactly where to put it. I think

1) there are some different locations and all

9] that. But we think before you do

ra anything, if you ate going to do anything,

211 and whether you're going to do anything

ez} with the canal or the locks or anything

29) else, we believe we need a high-rise

124 bridge. We'd like to run it along that

125 Florida Avenue canal up in there and have

Page 51

(11 something that also lets the traffic get
@ off in the Ninth Ward, Lower Ninth Ward,
1] as well as at Paris Road, We think that
) will be a wemendous asset for us not only
# for hurricane evacuation but for economic
(¢ development, and that’s our call here and
1 we hope that you will look at that as
@ perhaps anything you're going to do out
1) there,
140] The only other thing I
1] would say, I'd just have to agree, I
1z looked at a plan tonight and I see twelve
(3] years divided into six and then five and
1141 then rwo years of displacement or
(s priorities and all that, and all T came
(16] out of it was some low-level bridges which
(171 causes us about the same amount of problem
(18] or more as somebody said than what we
pe presently have. So if we're going to do -
20 anything - and we put up some time moncy.
iz The State put up some time money.As
22) Representative Copeland said, we alrcady
(23] have 33 million dollars in the pot for

fze} that.You give us z little bit of that
5] federal money, put that there, puta
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1) high-rise, and I think we’fl do much

2 better. Thank you.

& COLONEL CONNER:
@  Thank you for your brief

5 comments, sit. Who's next?

] MR. DICHARRY:

m  Representative Ken

@ Odinet.

® REPRESENTATIVE ODINET:

o Thank you, gentlemen, for

{11] giving me this opportunity 1o speak.I'm
na a little younger than Sherman is. I've

131 only been at this for about ten years so

(14 - I've been making some notes on your

1ts] dates that you intend to have your plan to
e Washington. We met last week with some of
7 the delegation from Washington, some of
rg their representatives, in an attempt to go
ns; ahead and get the Fiorida Avenue project
ro under way and get a high-rise bridge at

fzn Florida so we can tie in the intermodal

(g highway from 610 all the way 10 510 and
13| ultimately across the river. So we think,

9 if we can get this moving by the dates you
1251 have in here or some type of commitment
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m that you could probably have this

@ high-rise in ready to go before you start
m displacing the existing bridges and

14 causing some inconvenience, I think that
15 would mmke your project a lot more

1§ palatable and it would keep your project
m out of BayouYcloskey. Thank you.

&) COLONEL CONNER:
g  Thank you.

1y MR. DICHARRY:
(D)) Edward Johnson,

i1z Legislative Assistant, State

191 Representative District 101,

(4] MR. JOHNSON:

[15) Good evening. I

116 represent the representative from District
7 101 out of 101, and that abuts District

1y 99, Sherman Copeland’s district.

(g Effectively, the Florida Avenue high-rise
0] wilt come through our district. The

{21] tepresentative in that district, Naomi

1zz1 Farve, has instructed me 10 inform all of
123} you here in the Holy Cross area that we
{24) generally support the constituents of Holy
5] Cross but, at the same time, no mention

Page 54

Page 55
{11 was made in the presentation as to what
1 happens to the so-called high-rise as it
@ leaves the Industrial Canal and comes into
@1 our district. That's totally unacceptable
& to us. We want it stated on the record
) here tonight that we oppose any high-rise
{71 coming into District 101 to disrupt the .
(1 community we have at Florida Avenue. We
@ do mot want our businesses along that
i corridor killed by a high-rise. Those
1] people have been thete for years. There's
i1z} nothing in your presentation that
t13] addressed them, nothing, High-rise,
14 absolutely not. Thank you.

i) COLONEL CONNER:
s  Thank you, sir.
n MR. DICHARRY:

f1a) State Representative

vg) Arthur Morrell.

20 REPRESENTATIVE MORRELL:
21 Good evening, Colonel,

2 other guests and constituents. Colonel,

21 I've been standing in the back there and

124 listening to what some of the speakers

s} have been saying, but I've been looking
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(a1 around and trying to look at the reaction
2 of the people sitting out here.And let
) me say, this is a prime example, of the
1) seriousness of what you plan to do. Look
B at the people out here now. This is a
1] serious gathering here.This is a real
7 expression of whether or not they want to
@ have those locks enlarged, moved or what
@ have you.You know. I've been living in
1 this city for 53 yezr..and [ look at
(19] progress as something that's going to help
2 the community. But I'm still waiting for
13 that progress to help the community.
4 You know, ycars ago, and
15 someone mentioned it before, down
e Claiborne Avenue used to be one of the
(171 thriving small business areas in the city.
pe) 25 years ago, they had almost a million
s people in New Orleans only. Now it's less
(20 than a half a miltion. Why? Progress.
21 They brought in I-10, 1610.They put
ez high-tises. They come into the city, they
3 work and they leave. You're looking at

@4 people here who live here.This is their
i2s; conmununity. All they want you to do is
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(1 say, "Listen, we want to know what you
(2 want to stop distupting your community.
15 We want to keep you where you are.”
« You're going to move these people out of
15 the City of New Orleans where they want to
@ make it their home, and all they want to
@ say is, "We've been expressing this for
18 years."
i@  Iusedto five ahalfa
oy mile from here in 1965 when Betsy came and
[11) they were talking about the locks then.
1z Nething has happened. I know you're just
13 one of a succession that may come in, and
(4 I made the crack early on that maybe if
{151 you get an approval, you may make general,
e and that's just 2 comment. But because of
(171 the seriousness of it, you got to take
(18] what these people are saying just by being
itgy here. They don’t have to get up and say
r20) anything. Just by being here is showing
i1 that it's a concern enough for them to
221 come out here in this hot building and
23 really express their views on what is
t24 planned. I'm here because this is going
8 to touch on a part of my district. I'm
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M MR. DICHARRY:
@ T have one more,
# Councilwotnan Ellen Hazeur-Distance,
] COUNCILWOMAN HAZEUR-DISTANCE:
151 Good cvening. Colonel, 1
# know this is going to be a very tough feat
m for you, but in case you didn't know, here
@ in New Orleans, we have a little saying
@ about lagniappe and it usually means that
poyp when you get something, you get a little
111 something extra. But when I lock at this
(7 plan that you give me, I don't see
t13] anything extra on here. I just see basic
(4] quality-of-life issues that people should
(15 have anyway.And if Congress really wants
ne to do something to help this community,
1171 make the bridges high-rise from the
18 beginning. Put more money in here for
e housing rehab, for better playgrounds and
f20] parks. Don't try to hold 2 community
n hostage for 10 to 20 years for things that
12z they should be getting anyway.
I don't know if any of
iz4) you have much contact or daily experience
25 in the Lower Ninth Ward or any of the

1 here because this is my City. I'm here

= because if any progress is going to be

m done, let it be for the communitics, not

4} for anyone else.

|  We're talking about the

e Florida corridor. What is that going to

m do? That’s progress. All that's going to

@ be is another escape route for people to

9 leave New Orleans. But people really want
(o] to stay here, make this their home., It's
111 a good city and it's one of the few cities
1z that have generations after generations
(13 staying in the city, not growing up and
(14] MOVINg out.
118} So if anything, please
tel remember this:The community is speaking,
17 Listen to what we're saying and go back
e and tepott it, not progress, what the
(9 community wants, and these people are
2oy speaking now.Thank you very much.
=1 COLONEL CONNER:
ez  Thank you.Arc there any
1z3) other state legislators in attendance that
24 would like to say something? Any other
25 elected officials, representatives?
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11 other neighborhoods, but if you ride
@ through here, you will see new homes being
@ built, you will see homes being renovated.
1 You will see streets being resurfaced and
(s others are going to be completely redone.
| You will see lights on playgrounds where
1 there have not been lights before, Now,
@ when we make all these improvements, how
a1 are people who have struggled here for
(o) years, their property values are going to
1) suffer because of this project. How are
1z we supposed to bring new home owners into
(31 this community when you want z 10- to 20-
(14 year construction project? And the
115 saddest thing is, when it’s all over,
s those millionaire ship owners and those
{171 big industty people are going to have a
e wider lot and we're going to be starting
1y from ground zeto all over again,
ey  Isee that you briefly
1] listed some of the mitigation plan
22 features, but some of the things I don't
3 see on here and maybe you didn't have

4 room, but it was in the big book that you
25 gave me.And first of all, Senator
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(1 Johnson said 33 million dollars is just, I
@ guess that's lunch money for the people
1 who are going to build this thing. But
{41 1.5 million approximately was fora
® parking lot for your construction workers.
i I don't consider that to be mitigation for
M the commmunity, and that wasn't laid out on
@ here, But that's things people need to
@ know, How is that going to help us?
{10} We're the ones and the peopie who live
v here every day are the ones who are going
i1z to have to be stuck in the traffic jams,
[13 not even you guys, this community.
4] And when we talk about
115 mitigation, I guess we’re just supposed to
(151 believe that even though this Congress
n7) seriously considered cutting Medicaid and
pe affecting millions of senior citizens,
e they're supposed to care so much a2bout
0 four little old neighborhoods in the Ninth
1] Ward that they’'re going to give us 33
22 million doltars? I don’t think so, We
le3) don’t want it, and that's just the bottom
124 line,
5 COLONEL CONNER:
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1 Thank you, ma’am. Do we

ta have any other elected officials or their

{5 designated representatives in the room at

14 this time who would like to speak? Last

15 call before we open it to the public.

] Okay. Joe, who is the

m first public speaker?

] MR. BROWN:

) I'm Lioyd Brown,
rop President of the Lower Ninth Ward
1111 Neighborhood Council and also part of the
t1z) working group with the widening of the
113 Industrial Canal locks. As was mentioned
1i4] before, and I ditto what cepresentative
s Sherman Copeland and aiso Senator Johnson
e} mentioned, I want to ditto that. And you
in know from the beginning, Georgietta
na Warren, who is deceased now, Rudy Muse,
e who is one of the proponents of this
[20 particular project, we opposed it,and I
@1} want to go on the record, as the
122 representative from the Lower Ninth Ward
3 Neighborhood Council, that we totally

{24] oppose it.
2] As I may quote from one
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(1 of our working group members, we want you
@ to look at the comprehensive study that
@ was made in St. Bernard years ago that it
@] was given and it was the preference of
&1 Congress to build or widen the locks in
I8 the Violet Canal area.And I notice that
r no mention of that has been made, for the
) exception of the representative who
1o represented St. Bernard Parish was here
107 and they wanted to make sure that it
it11 doesn’t go there, and yon gave us a
112 defense mechanism as if to say that, hey,
115 we're not going to build that lock down
4] there becaunse of the Environmental
115 Protecrion Agency. We want the
1) Environmental Protection Agency in our
(17 area as well. Representative of the Holy
pe Cross area, Rudy Muse, who is now
19 deceased, also opposed it. We mitigated
20 this thing night after night, We talked
1211 about this project. We talked about the
ez widening of the Industrial Canal. We
23 talked about how hard many of the Vietham
24 Veterans work and those who were in the
25 Korean War wotked to help build this area
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m to make it a viable, livable place for
rz1 this community, And during Betsy, we
(3 suffered. You ask these people here who
1) suffered about what is happening with the
51 widening of the canal. They blew that
1 levee and poured all that water on us.
M We've never been compensated for it,
i We still would like to go
) on record opposing this project. We said
(19 it and you Iook in the minutes that were
111] taken during our meetings. We met at
t12) Jackson Barracks repeatedly. We met here
113 at Holy Cross. You read the minutes and
14 you'll nodce in each one of the minutes
ns as we talked.And each of you guys who
p1e1 are up here, including the project
(17 managers and Mr, Pat Gallwey from the Port
(18 of New Orleans, the Colonel, I think this
19 is my, what, fourth colonel whom I've
z0) worked with in regards to about the
e} widening of the canal. We still going on
25 record that we oppose it.
23 The comprehensive study

(24 that was made for the Lower Ninth Ward/
51 Hely Cross/Bywater area, this thick; the
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151 ope for St. Bernard Parish, thin as my
t1 finger. So what I'm saying is that we
@ don’t want it. St. Bernard don't want it.
@] We want to be compensated for when Betsy
ts] 'was. We flooded out in this area. We
15 suffered. We walked this walk, We know
(71 what it is. We know what the problem is.
@ And you alking about fleecing America,
9 You are fleecing Louisiana, the Lower
tto) Ninth Ward. The Neighborhood Council will
{11 go on record as saying that we totally
11z oppose this project.Thank you.

L) COLONEL CONNER:
rg  Thank you, sir.

18] MR. DICHARRY:
rner  Linda Potts?

(171 Linda Potts?

118 (No response.)

)] Elizabeth Blaise.,

0] MS. BLAISE:

ey} My name is Elizabeth

122 Blaise and I do live at 5033 North Rampart
[23 Street in the Holy Cross Historic District
1241 and I've been a resident -

{281 You can't hear? It's too

Page 65

1) that was the only way you could get by
@ foot out of the area. And we have no,
i@ absolutely, we have absolutely no
¥ emergency measures at all whenever there's
15 any kind of flooding, Fortunately, we
61 haven't flooded lately and for a good
1 while, But there’s absolutely no place,
@ whenever they announce emergency buildings
@ for people to get to, there’s never any in
10 our area. And the only way we survived
11 Betsy was 10 just - I tell you, it wasa
{121 mess. It took weeks and weeks, and I
(13 won't go through all of that because the
14 people who went through it really know
¢s) what it was.
[6] We've tried to do as much
(17] 2§ we ¢an in our area because we are
ita) isolated from the city. We're this listle
rts) pocket.And it's been neglected fora
w0 long time. Nobody's paid much attention
@1 to it. Some people don't even know we
r2 exist. And we've had Christmas in
9 October, We put up 2, what was it,
4 $80,000 playground that we built. We're
1251 renovating homes with the Holy Cross

i1 low? How about there? Is it

@ better? Should I go closer? Is this

@ better? Okay. Good.

W T've lived here just

iy 2bout all my life. I was born here, spent

(8 a few years in Chicago when my family

@ moved there and then came back, and I'm

(# still living on property that my

@ grandparents farmed on in the early 1900s.
e I've been a member of the Holy Cross
11 Neighborhood Association since its
(121 inception in 1981, and I am against the
113 widening of the canal. And most of these
114) very eloquent spezkers stole three-fourths
15 of my speech, but this is such a
e mopumental undertzking and the people who
17 are going to feel it the most are those
n8) who live near the bridges, live near the
ng) levee where a lot of the work is going on,
o and I have no idea how they’re going to
(211 blow up the 5t. Claude bridge to remove
2 all that concrete. Please, don’t even
fza) think about a high-rise bridge at St.
[z Claude, Many people don’t have
s transportation, and when Betsy hit us,
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11 Community Dévelopment Corporation, tecent
{7 street paving this administration has
@ helped us with.

#  And, you know,all these

{5 statistics are just print on paper. You

[5] pretty weill really have to consider that

1 these are people living here. And when

@ you talk about replacing the St. Clande

@ bridge and you think about the people who

o are living only a street apart from chat

t11) bridge, I have no idea how they would

112 stand this. At least I'm a block or so

1ty away. But I still will feel it. And I

n4 can tell you and I can tell you the things

ta that have made me make this decision, too,

ttg that we do not want. We don’t want huge

117 ships going through our neighborhood with

pa possibly dangerous cargoes and rattling

ps) houses as they go by, We know there will

1200 be long delays in traffic when these ships

[211 pass through. We don't want our beautiful

22 scernic levee to be cut back and topped

2y with concrete walls, That would be where

rz4 the graffiti artists can ply their trade,

=1 and if you look around where these walls
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i1 already exist, it is disgusting. We don’t
@ want to have to leave our homes because of
@ the noise and the vibration heavy
] equipment produces. We don’t want to lose
= Holy Cross School, a mainstay and support
@ of our neighborhood because the students
71 can't get to school with, at this time, it
® was only onc bridge was going to be open
9 at a ime,
oy And no amount -
o1 $500,000? No amount of mitigation can
(13 justify that,And I do remind the Corps
v of Engineers on their statement on several
1¥4) occasions that if the residents did not
115, want this project, it wou:d not take
e place, Is this just thetoric now and out
17 area just considered expendable to the
g needs of the maritime industey? I hate to
ne sce this project put in any locality where
e it would have a devastating effect on the
@1} community.And I just think there must be
2 some other way to solve this problem for
@3 the big ships other than sacrificing our
2q neighborhood and its residents. Thank
@S you.
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i COLONEL CONNER:
@  Thank you, ma’am.

[ MR. DICHARRY:

1] Ken Weils.

] ‘MA.WELLS:

®  Good evening. Thaok yon

@ for letting me comment tonight, My name
@ is Ken Wells. I represent the American

@ Waterways Operators. We are the trade
1o} association, national trade association

1y for the barge and towing industry. I will
tia be brief as much as-anything else because
i3 I'don't want to inflicy this voice on

(4 anybody tonight, I also think 'm going

15 to lose it pretty soon.

na  Obviously this is an

17 important project for our indusiry. 1

1 won't bore you tonight by going into the
tte detail of what it means to our industry.

o I'll reserve that for my written comments,.
e If I could though, tonight I want to talk
22 about the real beneficiaries of this

#9 project, companies that don't own barges,
124 pecpie that don't work on towboats. This
5 isn't just a bock that lets towboats and
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{11 barges move back and forth out of the
Mississippi River. This is an economic
@ development tool that benefits the entire
w1 southeastern United States. When people
(s in Florida and Alabama flick on a light
® switch, it's very likely that the coal
m that produced that power moves through
@ this lock When people in Mississippi gas
@ up their cars, it’s very likely that the
1y raw product that made that gasoline moved
(11 through this lock, moved up to Baton
12 Rouge, moved across 1o Mobile. It's all
na part of an economic chain,
i)  The reason this is such 2
5 busy lock, one of the busiest in the
iig nation, is because it serves the economic
o7 needs of six states. This makes this
18 transportation link an important part of
ng our entire regional development here in
{20 the South.And the Corps has done a very
211 good job, a great job, of measuring the
22 impact that this lock will have on
(22 existing businesses and existing
g industries as well as the impact that the
1es] new lock could have.
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¢1  But onec thing is missing
i fiom the analysis. And rather than go
1 into the statistics of the existing
w1 business, the Corps has done that,I'd
@ like to takk about what the statistics do
@ ot capture, That is the role that a new
m lock could play in the future development
@ of our area, not only Louisiana but the
19 entire South. If you're thinking about
107 the costs and benefits of locating an
i1 industry are, then you have to weigh the
12 transportation costs. You have to weigh
g the reliability. Right now, this is not a
4 reliable lock on which you'd base an
115 entire facility on the Gulf Coast. It's
na old. It's cranky. It breaks down a lot.
17 In our industry, we live with that every
iy day, but if you're thinking about moving a
19 new industry in, you're going to think
29 twice about pinning your hopes on this
r=n lock, However, if this lock is replaced
rz and if suddenly we have available
=9 inexpensive transportation in a reliable

12 manoer, if we have a reliable way to move
29 products into the Mississippi River up
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[ into the Lonisiana Industrial Canal, if

i# you will, that’s going to be one of the

# biggest selling points that this region

# can have nationally and internationally.

@ If you build this lock, you are setting a

6t course of economic development for the

m next century. If we don’t build it, we

@ will never have a way to measure how much

B economic opportunity was lost, how many
(19 jobs never came to the Gulf Coast, to the
(11] South of this country.
ua  And finally, I'd like to
113 speak a little bit to some of the members
1141 of the community who have come out for
15 this meeting, whose parents came out for
e meetings, whose parents’ parents came out
n7 for meetings, In terms of our industry,
(19 you've earned our respect. I think you've
pe) earned everyone’s respect. On and on and
0] on the projects have come, and cach titme
i} you've said back, it has to work for this
i22) comemunity.The earlier plans didn’t work
(23 for this community, but I think if you
4 will lcok coolly at these plans, they do
5 work for the community,
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m ~ You've said you needed
.13 jobs and job training being more important
@ than anything This program has job
[ training. You've said the roads here need
= 10 be fixed up. We all drove over them to
® get here, There's money here to fix the
m roads.The houses here do need repair,
(8 renovation.A lot of people in this
(¥ community don’t have air conditioning.A
pa lot of them don’t have weatherproofed
n1 houses.There is money here for those
11z things. In other words, you won. It may
ns not seem like it, but you won, especially
p4) if you consider that there is not a pot of
us cash out there at the federal level. The
[16] senators, representatives, have all been
a7 very clear. They understand that, We
us) understand that. I mean, we can all agree
pg on that. The federal government is
120) cutting back The state is cutting back.
121 If you want to talk about shield the
{zz) money, the money is here.There may not
23] be another program to come for some time.
124) It’s a victory for the neighborhood, I
25 think, It’s a victory for us.It's a
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11 victory for the South and the economic
development in this area. And thank you
13 for letting me speak tonight.
@l COLONEL CONNER:
5] Thank you, sir.
@ MR. DICHARRY:
m  Mary Penny Thompson.
C] MS. THOMPSON:
& My name is Mary Pepny
1) Thompson, ] am a student attorney at the
(1] Tulane Environmental Law Clinic.Iam
121 not, however, appearing today on behalf of
ng Tulane Law School or the university but
(14] I'm instead appearing sclely on the behalf
s of the Holy Cross Neighborhood Association
ne and the Louisiana Eavironmental Action
(17 Network.
(8 My clients oppose this
s project because it fails to comply with
o the faw, namely, the National
n Environmental Policy Act and its
[z impiementing regulations. The Corps of
st Engineers and the local sponsor, the Port
9] of New Orleans, are pushing this project
125 through the neighborhood surrounding the
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i Industrial Canal without adequately

) addressing impacts or alternatives,

@ First, the project does

# not adequately analyze the different

9 alternatives for expanding the Industrial

] Canal. It has tentatively selected a

m channel 1200 feet long by 36 feet deep

i over a shorter, shallower draft channel

@ which the Corps picked as an overall cost-
o effective one with bencefits outweighing
f11) the costs. The deeper channel was
ig selected, as noted in your report, due to
13 the sponsorship of the Port of New
14 Orleans. The Port will pay the
j15 construction costs Of increasing the depth
e and length. But why go forward with an
(17} alrernative that will cause more adverse
e impacts than produce benefits just because
(e the Port dumps additional money into it?
tz If the true goal is to solve a so-called
i1 bottleneck in navigation and the Corps’
22) chosen alternative will do that, why are
1z we being bought off by the Port?

@4  Second,the project
51 cannot move forward without the
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i replacement of the Florida Avenue bridge,
@ yet the project fails to include any
@3 detailed analysis of the replacement
@ process in its report or draft
1 Environmental Impact Statement. It then
1 goes on to usc the replaced bridge as part
[ of its trapsportation plan for relieving
] congestion in the affected areas. If the
o City’s and State’s plan for relieving
119y congestion in this construction area is so
(1] important and so crucially interrelated to
11z the Corps’' planned project, why is there
1131 no detailed analysis of how it will be
14 funded, how it will proceed or how that
ns} construction will impact this area?
e Third, the project’s
(171 adverse impacts are severe, yet the
p18] analysis of those impacts is incomplete,
(9] For example, construction will impact two
=0 neighborhoods on the National Register of
(21 Historic Places, the Holy Cross
221 neighborhood and Bywater neighborhood, for
[23) approximately ten years. Also, the St.
29 Claude Avenue bridge as well as the
s current lock are both eligible for
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1 historic listings and they will be

122 destroyed. A memorandum of agreement

@ required by the National Historic

4! Preservation Act has not yet beent

® executed. Nowhere are the impacts of

® piledriving or other construction

™ activities analyzed and their effect on

te) these fragile districts.

@  Another example of the
to] Corps’ analysis, 2ir quality, consists
13 only of old air quality samples and the
11z) EPA regs. There is no analysis or
(13 projected increase of pollutants during
n4 the construction phase arising from the
ns emissions of construction vehicles in the
(e area, like traffic due to traffic
1171 congestion, or simply the amount of dust
it generated, There is no analysis or
ns projected of projected increase of
29 pollutants which will arise from the
{211 anticipated increase in water traffic or
122 the Industrial Canal after construction.
(23] This is just a sampling. .
=4 The Corps’ report is riddled with holes
@s1 when it comes to analysis of adverse
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{1 impacts. As required under the National
= Environmental Policy Act, it should be
) clear that the full impacts have never
@ been analyzed or comprehensibly addressed.
5 Since the impacts are so severe, the Corps
ts} of Engineers recognizes in its own report
@ that full mitigation of impacts is
@ impossible. What can compensate for a
(@ five-foot flood wall erected upon the open
pop green area of the current levee, cutting
tr1) off visnal access to the water for all
vz residents of the nearby areas? What can
3 compensate for emergency response time
p41 delays, including fire, rescue, ambulance
ps and police, due to at least one of three
re bridges connecting the neighborhoods to
1171 these services being out of commission
e during construction time?
19 The Corps admits that
{20] urban mitigation is a unique case, far
1 different from the Corps’ accustomed
(29 natural resources mitigation, vet the
23] Corps ignores its own contractor’s
124) conclusions regarding preconstmction
s phase mitigation and proceeds with its own
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ty mitigation plan. This plan consists of
12 only 34 pages of vague, flexible promises
@ and a budget of only two pages for a plan
1) of spending 33 million dollars. Is this
5 adequate planning by anyone’s standards?
16 Until the details of this plan are fixed,
) analyzed and in biack and white, how can
m they be considered adequate?
)] Finaily, the project will
(o1 occur in an area consisting of an
i1 overwhelmingly minority population. Why
3 must the neighborhoods of the Lower Ninth
pa; ' Ward, Bywater, St. Claude and Holy Cross
(4] bear the severe impacts of this project
(159 which will certainly result in further
n8 decline of the residential areas, further
117 blight, slower emergency response time,
vey loss of access to the city and a flood
9] wall barricading them in like a prison
za) wall? Is this another replay of the
{21 improvements of Claiborne Avenue, which
22 'was built to facilitate vehicular traffic?
23] Have these residents been targeted because

(24 they have less political clout than other
lzs) previously considered sites? The draft
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1 Evaluation Report and draft Environmental
ta Impact Statement does little to answer the
@ questions asked here.There can be no
¥ meaningful public comment until the report
181 is supplementcd with a detsiled analysis
18 required by the National Environmental
 Policy Act.
1  These neighborhoods
| deserve more than what you've given them.
(o) There needs to be details and we urge you
111 to reconsider and reevaluate this project
21 and these terms, Thank you,

03 COLONEL CONNER:
[44] Thank you.

s MR. DICHARRY:
ne  Brother Stephen Walsh,

n7 BROTHER WALSH:

(oL} My name is Brother

e Stephen Waish of the congregation of Holy
o] Cross, While I am a resident of the Holy

121 Cross Historic Disttict neighbothood, I

=z} address you this evening as headmaster of
123 Holy Cross Middie School and High School.
24 The first members of the congregation of
1251 Holy Cross came to New Otrlcans from the
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11 Ctoss. Nearly half of our students ride a
tz Holy Cross-owned bus to school, some
@5 happily beginning their day at 6:15 a.m,
#-in order to attend the same schoal as
s their great grandfather, grandfather,
) father, brothers, uncles and cousins have
m attended or now attend, Rerouting of
@ buses or delays due to revised traffic
@ patterns would result in inconvenient,
i unacceptable and unsafe ride times for our
1] students. Similarly, traffic problems
iz would negatively affect student
1 participation in our athletic and music
(14 programs and impede parent accessibility
ng and patticipation i school evems.In a
e word, your plans threaten our famity
nn legacy.
vg  Theaccompanying
{ig mitigation proposes a modest dollar amount
tz3 t0 compensate for the passible loss of
1] enrollment. For us, the loss of one
2 student is intoferable. You present an
123 extensive list of temporary jobs this
4 project will create.And might I suggest
@5 that these may be at the expense of lost

) University of Notre Dame 148 years ago to
. [@ assume responsibility for St. Mary's
] Orphan Asylum located in the present-day
# Bywater neighborhgod. The present site of
is1 Holy Cross has been in continuons
@ educational use since its purchase in
m 1859. However, the Jand is not our
9] legacy. Our true legacy ate the lives of
9] generations of Holy Cross men and their
[o] families,
(8] 1 should like to remark
1121 on two aspects of your plans to renovate
nay the locks which will adversely affect Holy
41 Cross Middle School and High School,
usi Despite the emergence at the 12th hour
1+¢) this evening of 2 proposed bridge over St.
it71 Clande, I would like to enterinto the
e record my concern and our concern of the
119 proposed two-year closure of the St.
o Claude Street bridge which is projected
121 for the cighth year of the construction
[za project. Presently, 65.7 percent of the.
123 students earolled reside west of the
124 Industrial Canal, passing most of out
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(1 peemanent jobs, such ds teachers and

(2 janitors at Holy Cross.

@  Inthe course of the past

{4 several years, as virtually every clement
m of this plan has been altered, the one

® thing that has remained constant is the

m closure of the St. Claude bridge for two
1 years. Your video this evening proudly

] boaststhatdmmgthc construction, there
po will be no intersuption in navigational

(1] traffic. We want nothing less, an

na uninterrupted flow of students across the
3 St. Claude bridge. Fot generations of

14 Holy Cross men, a time-worn if

ns unacceptable escuse for tardiness has

114 been, "Brother, the bridge was up." The
17 irony now is that the bridge is down will
ey very likely be the reason for the absence
1e of some,.

ey It has not escaped our

;1) attention that the otiginal consttuction
7 of the Incustrial Canat dispossessed

s Ursuline Academy and Convent, causing it
R4 to be relocated clsewhere in the city in
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l25) competitor schools on the way to Holy

5 1912 to make way forthe canal. After
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(1 years of discussion and despite this (1 mission is the protection and restoration
® evening's temporary proposed bridge, what @ of the Pontchartrain Basin, and in that
@ evidence is there that you have seriously @ capacity, we have reviewed the draft
14 considered alternatives to the two-year 1t Environmental Impact Statement in regards
& closure of St. Claude? Is it not time to 18 to its impacts on the water quality and
1 disregard conventional wisdom and are you i1 habitat of lake Pontchartrain. We do
m really aware of the adverse consequences @ also, however, recognize that there are -
8 of your actions? It i5 one thing to learn @ many other potential impacts to the
@ to live beyond the bridge and now, with I neighborhoods surrounding this proposed
to] these new plans, we find that we are 1y project, neighborhoods that the Foundation
nn destined to live behind a wall, albeit 2 111 has worked closely with since our creation
liz) sea wall, proposed to replace the (ta over eight years ago. We appreciate,
13 graceful, sioping levee on the southern 1% understand and support each of the
n4 end of cur campus and beyond. Are you 4 neighborhood’s concerns and we do believe
5] aware that this stretch is virmually the (15 that we can best serve the needs of the
1&gy only part of the city's levee ffom which 18 community by focusing cur attention on the
117 one can approach the river without (17 environmental impacts of the proposed
1e crossing a raitroad track? Have you taken 114 project. In our role as a public entity,
1g) into consideration that ours is a national (18} we will gladly share any information we
ro historic neighborhood and this imposing 20} obtain on the potential environmental
125) wall erodes our historical integrity and (21 impacts with the various community groups
12 robs of us an asset that makes the 2z as we continue to review this project.
= neighborhood attractive to home owners? 23] From our preliminary
24  As Robert Frost has 4} review of the EIS, it is apparent there is
rs suggested, "Fences do not good ncighbors (25} @ significant problem with contaminated
Page 88 Page 88

m make " Trecs and lawns on top do not

12 soften the offensive nature of what is

11 petceived to be a barrier by those of us

{01 destined to live at the bottom of your sea

5 wall, Will you plcase justify the

© necessity of extending this sea wall or

m flood wall doewnriver from the canal?

8 I should like to conclude

1 with the words of Daniel Webster when he
(1a1 argued the landmark Danforth College case
1111 before the United States Supreme Court.
(121 Applying these words to our school and our
113 neighborhood, “It is, sirs, a small school
114 but there are those of us who love it."

{8l Thank you.

(18} COLONEL CONNER:
nn Thank you, sit,

i8] MR. DICHARRY:
e Neil Armingeon,

(20 MA. ARMINGEON:

)] Good evening My name is

2] Neil Armingeon. I'm the Environmental

23 Director for the Lake Pontchartrain Basin -
24) Foundation and I am here tonight on behalf
251 of our members. The Lake Foundation’s

117 sediments in and around the area of the

i 1Inner Harbor Navigation Canal. In

ja addition, we befieve that the dredging and

) disposal of these materials as described

15 in the Corps’ plan has the potential to

161 spread these toxic materials to other

M areas within the Pontchartrain Basin, It

1 is our opinion that the New Orleans

@ District has failed to adequately address
e the subsequent potential human and
1] enviroamental health concerns related to
11z the removal and disposal of these
3 contaminated sediments and we believe this
14] wotk must be addressed before any review
(15 process can move forward,
18] I have a few initial
17 remarks I'd like to enter into the record.
pe Some of the sediment core samples taken by
(1 the Corps from within the canal show very
20 high levels of heavy metals, specificaily
@1 mercury contained in the sediments, Some
23 of these sediments had levels of mercury
&3 of 20 parts per million or 40 times the

e level considered safe by the State of
e Louisiana. Many other samples contained
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111 high levels of heavy metals. Yet in the
@ public notice advertising this meeting,
13 the New Orleans District described the
@ levels and contamination as moderate, We
= believe this is misleading and itg
& designation is based on faulty science.
m  This proposed project
i will require the removal and disposal of
® almost 1,4 million cubic yards of
o) contaminated sediments. Clearly, there is
(11] 4 public health issue involved with the
{171 removal and the safe disposal of these
(13 materials that must be addressed in
(141 greater derails.
ne We also believe that the
e EIS uses questionabie science 1o describe
(7 the sediment quality, averaging sediment
18] samples rather than identifying them in a
(19] single basis. We believe that, again,
t20) this misleads the public as to extent of
[21] the contamination. The District, rather
(22 than utilizing a method that adequately
(23} describes the potential health risks and
(z4) environmental impacts, uses a methodology
125 which potentially misieads the public.
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it leaking toxins,
2 We question the Corps and
13 ask, how will these facilities be
4 maintzined? Will they contain settling
15 ponds?Will they contain water quality
@ treatment? How will they be omaintained?
1 Who will maintain them? How often will
(s they be monitered? Who will monitor them?
8 Will the information be shared with the
po affected communities?
uy  Finally, we question the
na Corps’ disposal site choice. Why would
113 you place hazardous material next to the
n4 Mississippi River Gulf Outlet in Orleans
(15 and St. Bernard Parish, one of the most
(q dynamic areas in the Pontchartrain Basin?
171 What would happen if a hurricane hit St.
p8 Bernard or lower Orleans Parish? Would
119 the polluted sediments be spread all over
201 the Lower Ninth Ward and St. Bernard
{21} marshes? That is not even addressed. The
r2] contaminated materials must be contained
@3 in a way that would protect not only human
tz¢ health but environmental quality, We will
5] submit further comments at the end of the

[ We also believe that the
- @ Corps has failed to identify the extent
3 and location of the contaminated
4 sediments.The EIS does not contain a map
 that the public can clearly identify with,
1] understanding where the sediments were
m taken, )
[} Finally, we question the 5
@ effectiveness of the proposed disposal of
o said contaminated sediments in a confined
11 disposal facility, basically which are
112 areas along the Mississippi River Guif
i Qutlet, this in spite of the fact that
(4 these facilities, CDFs, have historically
"8 had problens, are pootly monitored, rave ——
ng limited ability to keep the toxins out of
17 the environment, allow fish and wildlife
118 and humans to come in contact with
(g} contaminated materials, and can leak
o contaminated water into surface and ground
121 waters. The Corps proposes to use this
2 technology in spite of the fact that a
122 similar facility for disposat of
(24 contaminated sediments in the Calcasien
5 River has been shown to be failing and
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1 period. Thank you.
@ COLONEL CONNER:
m  Thank you, sir.
# MR. DICHARRY:
s  Carl Gonzales.
i MR. GONZALES:
m Good cvening, Colonel.
i} Thank you for allowing us to speak
® tonight. Can you hear me now? Thank you.
o I'm here in 2 dnal
(1) capacity. First off, I am President of
1121 the Greater New Qrleans Barge Fleeting
pa Association. Our association is comprised
(144 of 56 member companics. Many of these
— ~ ~|ra members arctowboat operators-that push-——
&) the barges through the locks. Also, many
u7 of our members ate fleet opetators, the
9 barges that, as you see in the diagram or
1o picture here,are fleeted in locations
#0) from the mouth of the river north 1o Baton
g1 Rouge and many fleets are iocated in the
2 Industrizl Canal and the Harvey Canal
;3] areas. Combined, these 56 companies

m4) employ in excess of 6,000 individuals,
25y Through ali the data that has been
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tn compiled by both the Corps and our
1@ association, we would like to reserve the
[ right concerning this matter and file
(4 appropriate memorandums to you by the
15 February date.
] Secondly, I am executive
[ vice-president of Gulf South Marine
81 Transportation Company. We are a iocal
m towboat operator. Three-quarters of our
1o towing is done on the Mississippi River
11] and the East Canal. This area is from New
2 Orleans, the Industrial locks, east of St.
a1 Marks, Florida. Our vessels service the
114 many ports located in Louisiana,
s Mississippi, Alabama and Florida. We have
el for many years - we've been in business
17 for 15 years - provided this service to
8] many of the barge lines thronghout the
(18] country.
0] With this in mind, we
iz1 also would like to reserve our right to
tzz) file the appropriate data to you and the
23 membets here if they wish the tonnage and
24 so forth and the economic development that
t25] our business provides to the greater New
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111 Orleans area in the _whole.‘l'hank YOU very
@ much.’

3 COLONEL CONNER:
4] Thank you.
(8l MR. DICHARRY:

3] David Gegenheimer,
m [ apologize if I mispronounce your name.
8 MR. GEGENHEIMER:
©  Quite all right I'd
na like to salute the tenacity of the
(1] opposition of this project. I know you
111 all have been fighting it for a long time.
na And I certainly wouldn't advocate the
it4 trusting of the Army Corps of Enginecers.
n5) The Corps is an arm of the Army who knows
e) nothing but dredge and fill. But as a
un resident of St. Bernard Parish who has
na seen what the Mississippi River Gulf
ng Outlet has done, excuse me, my obnoxious
o) orange T-shirt says, "Mr. Go Must Go."
211 This project, and I'm afraid it came to
12z fruition in the Iate '50s when public
2] comment had no weight, but this project
29 'was shoved down our throats along with the
25 promise of economic development which we
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(1 have had none of. There is no development
@ along the "Mr. Go" from its mouth all the
[ way to the city, none whatsoever, over 60
@) miles through St. Bernard Parish. We've
=1 lost almost all of our cypress swamp. Qur
6 marshes that were fresh to intermediate
m have been turned into salt marshes, We've
18 lost thousands of acres, all for the
1] benefit of the Port of New Orleans.
[10] But be that as it may,
(111 I'm not like Scnator Dean, I do not want
(17 to see a cut through St, Bernard. St.
(131 Bernard does not need to be cut in half,
141 And I have to support the Corps’ project,
15 although I would like to see a lot of your
(16 interests and concerns addressed a tittle
17 bit better. Thank you.

s COLONEL CONNER:
] ‘Thapk you, sir.

20 MR. DICHARRY:
1) Chris Holmes.

(22) MR. HOLMES:

3] My name is Chris Holmes.
24 I'm a residenr of St. Bernard Parish. Is
i2s; this where St. Bernard applies for the

Page 96
(1 mitigation money for the MRGO tonight?
1 No? Okay. Just trying.
B  We've got a big concern.
¢ I'm currently chairman of the St. Bernard
i1 Parish Coastal Zone Advisory Board, Qur
w©l board did not get to meet in time to
171 discuss this because we just found out
i8] about this, but I will say that I'm
(] cerrain we'll have serious concerns on the
(10 disposal of this dredge material out of
f11) the channel You're looking at 1,400,000
{121 cubic yards of what the Cotps designates
13 as moderately contaminated and they want
114 to come put that on the banks of the
s channel in our parish. Well, please don't
nel do us any more favors with that.
U7 The other thing,I'm a
18] daily commuter. I travel St. Clawde every
re day.And the purpose of this thing is to
20y build a bigger lock that’s going to
1) facilitate increased maritime traffic and
2] you're going to put another low-level
23] bridge that's going to have to open for
a1 every vessel that goes through, It's
25 ridiculous. Common sense. I mean, I
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1) don't know how it escapes the equation.

1 You've got the second bridge at Claiborne

@ you're going to put back at the same

# height. You're also making this project

5 36 feet deep. It’s going to be able to

6 accommodate ships.

m  Everyone that spoke

1% tonight, the presenatation in here tonight,

@ the gentleman that spoke on the maritime
o] unit, everybody talked about barges and
p11 tows. I don’t know of any barges and tows
11z that are drawing 36 feet of water. This
t13) thing is increased and added to because
114) the Port wants to use it to get container
is) ships through there A second bridge will
pe) have to open also to get a ship through.
p7 You might get a few tows under it. You'll
(18) never get a ship under it. The thing is,
(191 as usual, it’s not thought out. You've
@) gOt engineers and scicntists that look at
[27] it but for some reason, there’s no common
7 sense. Please address some of that.

122 COLONEL CONNER:
@4  Thank you, sir,
125] MA. DICHARRY:
Page 98
M C.A.Larsen, Sr.
@ MR. LARSEN:
3] Gentlemen at the head

@ table, ladies and gentlemen, it gives mea

5 real pleasure to come back down to this

16} area after having spent 27 years here,

71 very enjoyable years. I was fishing,

8 swimming, playing ball zlongside the

@ Industrial Canal banks, crawfishing,
0] hundng killdeer with 12-gauge shotguns,
113 really enjoying mysclf. But it pains me
(12 to see plans going ahead with repiacing
1y the present locking system with much
p14) Jarger locks, 1200 feet. Is this the

ns right direction? We riced impiovements in
ne} the locking area. There's no question
7 about it. I appreciate the barge traffic,
us; but please, only for barge traffic. The

1e1 Guif Cutlet was built mainky for ships’
1253 use. Let's keep it that way, not have the
(21 large vessels using the Gulf Outler and
12z} the Industrial Canal to get to Centreport.
iz The above is nothing new, just another
i24) phase of Centreport, as outlined in "Port
s of New Otleans Forges Ahead” dated 1950,
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i1 and in another publication of March 1970
@ prepared by the Bectel Corporation for the
® Board of Commissioners, Port of New
4 Orleans, an agency of the State of
15 Louisiana. The above book is a rubber
16 stamp of the Dock Board’s publication of
m 1950.1 have both publications here with
) me onight if anybody wants to review
) them. It’s exactly a rubber stamp.The
nor Port paid Bectel Corporation for planping
i) this.
12 Now;, if Coleman Warner,
p3 that's from the Times-Picayune, I sce
p4 they've folded up and left, or his
15 co-workers are here tonight, would like to
ite] read an editorial that I sent to the
un editor in December 1969, so you fellows
j1e) aren’t bringing out anything new.This is
yg) dated 1969, December. This is to the
po editor of the TF: "Dear sir; Off-center
r1 Centreport.” If you all are not familiar
122 with the term “Centreport,” that's that
23 location at the head of the Gulf Qutlet.
[24) “Yes, I agree. There is an urgency for
@5 revolutionary improvements for our greater

Pagse 100
111 New Orleans area in order to catch up,
stay abeam and proceed ahead of world
@ progress in the maritime ficld, but is the
@ proposed location of Centreport the proper
15 move? Why would the Bectel Corporation”
§ ~ survey company, that is - “recommend
7 giving up sites on the broad, deep,
a1 wonderful Mississippi River for a location
| m on the Guif Qutlet that will take years
5{101 and I'm sute a billion dollars” - Now,
| I'm speaking of a billion dollars in 1969
112 - "to bring up to the present standard of
{19 our great river? No amount of money will
(141 change a body of water to equal in any
g respects the gaherofaltwaters— — — —
1151 Congestion. Congestion. This is what I
n71 really envision in the year 2000 or tmch
(e sconcr. At the carefully selected
ne proposed site, in addition to heavy
0f congestion, can we possibly build dykes,
(21} sorry, levees, substantial enough to hold
2] back tidal waters that will use an
128 improved waterway to flood the whole damn
124] area?” And that'’s just what happened.
55 "Please don't abandon the muddy Miss. The
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i potential is there along her solid banks.

@ Not only in Orleans Parish but adjoining

@ parishes, the possibilities are unlimited,

@ Let's reconsider, please.”

B Now, that was sent in

® 1969.This is my ideas on that Centreport

M or that Guif Qutlet. Now, it really

1 heartens me to see a meeting like this

@ with the elected officiais really speaking
(10 out. When this was going on in 1969,
usr 1970, I was one making this noise and I
11z was trying to contact everybody, Long, the
113 engineers, that was Harr & Hunt, there was
iv4] Senator Nunez from down here, the St.
(15} Bernard voice, You name it, I got it here
115 referenced.And no one paid any
tin attention. This was a done deal. It was
18] going to get built regardless.
s "To those familiar with
(20 the term 'Centreport, I would like 1o
@1 briefly explain it. The New Orleans Dock
5 Board, upon advice of the Bectel
3 Corporation, proposed,” this was over the
24 next 30 years, "the wonderful Port of New
51 Orleans presently located on the great
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11 Mississippi River in Orleans Parish to a
i locadon in the eastern part of town
@ alongside the congested Industriat Canal
#1 in the low-lying ditch called the Guilf
151 Outlet. The SI agree there is an urgency
9 for revolutionary improvements for our
m greater New Orleans area in order to catch
18 up, stay abeam and proceed ahead of real
# progress in the maritime field. But is
1o the proposed location of Centreport the
111 proper move? Think about it. Why would
1z the Bectel Corp. recommend giving up sites
113 on the broad, deep Mississippi River fora
(w4 location on a waterway that will taice
5] years and I'm sure billions of dollars to
pe bring up to the present standard of our
117 great river?
ne  You can see I'm really an
ne; advocate of the Mississippi River. Why
20 would they want to go back in the ditch
1] like that where I swam as a boy and build
22 this Gulf Outlet and then, with this 50-
29 foot draft and 1200-foot lock, you know
(24 that's going to be used for ships and
(z5) that's totally wrong. If they went ahead
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i1 and built that Guif Qudet, which was a
© big mistake, iet them use it now. If they
@ want to come to New Otleans, let them use
#] our Southwest Pass, I can understand the
51 American Waterways' idea about the barge
1 traffic. I appreciate there’s a lot of
1 barge traffic in there, going through
(&) there, but is all this 1200-feet locking
® and 50foot depth necessary?
(L] “Not only is the
11 Centreport location congested and
1121 vulnerable to floods, there's a long-range
113 plan, by the time the location is totally
114 usable, which includes a wider and deeper
s channel and locking system” - think now,
t1e; this was in '69-'70 I kad written this -
u71  “the Mississippi River and Guif Outlet,
g all the business will be located
119} elsewhere, Mr, Barkington® - I'm sure
20 you remember that name there, an executive
1t Port director and general manager of New
% Orleans Dock Board - "is doing a fine
123 job" — I'm using present tense because
(24 that was present tense — "of coordinating
r29 and directing local groups for a single
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1] purpose but it’s in the wrong direction,

121 The proper direction is not back at

rl Centreport but alongside the grand banks
] of the Mississippi River, not only in

51 Orleans but all the parishes. They're

e doing a wonderful job up around Nashville
) Avenue and above there. Let’s develop

18] what we have now, not plans for 30 years
@ from now. The potential is here on the
(19 great, deep, broad Mississippi River."
(1) That'’s 1970.You got to

na remember that.

hE'| Okay. Just a few

it references I talked about. This is also

s} in 1972.1 had written Nunez, Senator

&1 Nunez, Mr. Roy from your $t. Bernard paper
¢n down here, Helen Bentley, she was chairman
ua) of Federal Maritime, and radio talk shows.
ng I'was on them whenever I could get on

o them, 2 letter from the Canal Barge

211 Company, letters from the state senators,
=2 Russell Long, Ellender, my cosrespondence
tza) was going back and forth, Harr and other
{24 people I just won't take your time with.

25 COLONEL CONNER:

Page 101 - Page 104 (28)

Min-U-Scripte



PURLIC MEETING RE INDUSTRIAL LOCK
REPLACEMENT PROJECT

January 27, 1997

M Sir, if I could ask you
[2 to wrap up your comments.

) MR. LARSEN:
M Do what?
51 COLONEL CONNER:

gt IfIcould ask you to

[ wrap up your comnents, please.

@l MR. LARSEN:

] All right. I'm ot an
o elected official. I have to say fast.
1 Sad to say, the powers
(12 went ahead with the Gulf Outlet and we are
(13 having negative mega troubles, flooding,
(14 erosion, ET'C_Let’s don’t compound our
(151 mistakes. A word to the people opposed to
g the digging project.The packers, that’s
17 the Dock Board, the engineers and so on,
g they are not on our side, They are the
119 opposition. Hearings should be held
e before plans are drawn, not after in this
211 case, Looks likke 2 done deal again, like
3 the MRGO.You good people opposed better
3 get some heavy backing such as you have
24 tonight but not limited to. Get your
125 press more involved, Get Billy Tauzin,
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1l MR. SAVOIE;

2 My name is Charles

@ Savoie. My friends call me "Pete.” It's

) kind of a tough act to follow, but he had

5 a lot on the ball.

] Forty-one yeats ago, some

@ prominent politicians dited to develop

@ their land in the France Road corridor.

# To do this, they decided to dig a straight
110 cut for 43 miles through St. Bernard
i Parish. This cut is known as the "Mr,
1z Go." This was the reason St. Bernard and
113) New QOrleans was flooded in 1955.1 had
uay the unfortunate experience of going around
ns plucking people off the roof of their
ne houses, so I know what damage it can
1171 cause.Where we once had an 8,000-acre
18 buffer zone to protect us from hurricanes,
vel we now have 67 billion gallons of water
2o} waiting to be pushed into St. Bernard and
211 New Orleans.
2  We were promised economic
i3 development and industry in Si. Bernard,
24 It did not bappen. St. Bernard Parish has
i2s1 lost over 27,000 acres of land. When "Mr.

tn Livingston, ¢ivil rights activists down -

i here, environmentalists. If you don't do

@ that, you better get your nose, your mouth
(a1 filters, your goggles and your ear plugs

[ ready.Thanks for the time to express

1 myself. I'm sorry I took a little more.

m time,

@ . COLONEL CONNER:
m  Thank you, sir.

[10] MR. LARSEN:

{19 As an afterthought, I

(2 just want to let you know, I'm not a new
113 tman with the waterways. I spent 50 years
4 in the maritime field, both afloat and

115) ashore, and I can speak from the - I had
tet run the rivers numbers of times and the
17 canal, I have a pilot license for both of
rig them. And I think I'm the first seaman

ne that had spoken here tonight. I thank you
tz0) ali for giving me your time,

21 MA. DICHARRY:
2z Mt and Mrs. Donald

[z3) Dorsey. Mr. and Mrs, Donald Dorsey.

[24] (No response.)

@ Charles "Pete” Savoie,
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m Go" was dug, the spoil was dumped on the
2 outside of the channel, destroying all of
@ the estuzries. Now the Corps wants to
# dump contaminants on the north side and
m destroy another 270 acres of estuaries,
® All of this wetland laws is to accommodate
in two ships a day. Now, this is hard to
@ believe, but that's how many ships a day
@ use "Mr, Go," two. Of the 400 container

po ships, only 20 ships draw-over 33 feet of

11 water, This means we spend over seven

11z million doliars per year to accommodate 22

12 ships. We also know that if the ships’

it4 speed was slowed down from 14 miles per

(5] hour to 10 miles per hour, erosion would

{16} be cut by 50 percent. This would cost the

07 shipping industry two million three

rta) hundred thousand dollars a year, so they

19 will not slow down the ships.

)  Now;they want to build a

1 lock at the cost of 500 million dollars to

#2 accommodate vessels that draw 36 feet of

(23] water, Most of us know that the fourth-

4 generation ships will draw in excess of 40
125 feet of water. Are we willing to agree to
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(11 build a lock that will be obsolete before
@ it’s completed? All of the waste and
@ destruction of our wetlands and
@4 neighborhoods can be eliminated by
18 relocating the container industry to the
6 riverfront where it rightfully betongs.
] Let’s not put our faith
@ in the hands of the Corps.They have a
@ poor track record. Their concern with
1o jobs for the future They're concerned.
1) They are not concerned with the
(12} environment and the lives of the people
{13 who are paying their salaries, we, the
p4 taxpayers. Thank you.
(15] COLONEL CONNER:
ng  Thank you, sir.
AL MR, DICHARRY:
[e Bill Kinsler.
] MR. KINSLER:
20} Colonel Conner, my name
121 is Bill Kinsler. I'm the vice-president
127 and general manager of Guif operations for
231 American Commercial Barge Line. American
294 Commercial is the largest inland river
w5 carrier in the United States and, as such,
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11 we are keenly interested in any system
2 improvement that positively, cost
@ effectively and safely impacts and will
1 enhance the waterways systemn. In order to
i\ ensure that fellow participants have an
te] opportunity to present their opinions, my
1 comments will be very brief. American
@ Commercial Barge Line Company will forward
¥ to your office a more derailed written
ng comment by the closing date.
(11 Aseach member of this
(12) assembly is aware, the Industrial Canal
1191 lock is outdated and represents a severe
14 bottleneck to not only waterway interests
115 but also to the consuming public of the
ve] United States. Many statistics are
1171 readily available, so I will not endeavor
ny to repeat for this group the facts that
n1e) will become patt of the official document,
tz0) I can say that delays at the Industrial
iz} Lock which have averaged 11 and a half
@z hours per tow for the last ten years, the
(23) increasing development and importance of
zq the Gulf Intracoastal Canal east and the
29 escalating repair costs of the current
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v facility preclude the need for the prompt,

1 cost-effective replacement of this

@ structure.

“ In August 1996, the

& Infand Waterway Users Board sent to the

@ Secretary of the Army and Congress

7 simultaneously its prioritized

t# recommendations for water resource

® development projects in the United States.
no In this report, the board listed the
1 replacement of Industrizl Lock second only
nz to the replacement of Marmet Lock on the
1131 Kanawa River in West Virginia.
pq  American Commercial Barge
15 Line Company is it agteement with these
ve recommendations and strongly supports the
171 Corps of Engineers for the development and
v4 the construction of a new navigation
19 facility at the earliest possible time.

rz0] Thank you.
1 COLONEL CONNER:
2%  Thank you.
23 MR. DICHARRY:
(2] Mark Cooper.
(28] MR. COOPER:
Paga 112

i My name is Mark Cooper,

@ 3929 Chartres Street, member of the board
1 of directors, Bywater Neighborhood

4] Association, And I didn’t agree with

{5 everything they said but I want to know

ey where I can get one of those orange

in Tshins.

#  Ona letter dated

@ 10 December 1996, you stated that a public
ot hearing would be conducted mid-Jaanary,
1111 mid-January, and public review process
rt2 would conclude Januvary 27th. I think
113 that's today. Why did I not receive
14 notice of this hearing until January 14th?
15 When were the notices sent out? How many
el notices were mailed? How many notices
(7] were sent out with the wrong date,

18] Wednesday, January 27th? How many
e corrected notices were sent out and when?
ea 1never got one. How many churches are
1} there within a 20-block radius of the
©2 project and how many notices were sent to
9] churches in time to publish in their

4 parrish newsletters? How many and to whom
125) were notices sent to neighborhood civic
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{1 association presidents, secretaries, board
@ members or newsletter editors within the
B project area?
up  The Bywater Neighborhood
5] Association has had a monthly newsletter
15 for over 21 years.I talked to the editor
m today, He didn’t receive a notice of this
8 meecting. Why did you schedule a hearing
1 for the last day of the public review
g period? The district engineer conducted a
(11 meeting for which notice listed the huddie
n2) at Holy Cross as the meeting room for a
3 January 22nd meeting of the Neighborhood
114y Working Group. Since the meeting was not
s held at the huddle, what individual is
1e1 posted to direct people to the correct
17 meeting room? Why was the notice of the
a) meeting only published once in the
y9 Times-Picayune newspaper? Which other
po media were contacted and on what date?
1211 Where in the EIS is the transplanting of
2z trees alongside the exdisting lock
9 addressed? Why did the district engineer
124 purport to have raised the issue of saving
125 these wrees and receive the response that

Page 113

[1} Japonica in the shadow of the locks been
@ notified of this proposed project? What
@ effect will this-project have on the SPCA?
41 Has Mr. Ivy Gaudet, the head of the
55 Carpenter’s Millowright and Piledrivers
& Apprenticeship and Training Program at
m 1215 Japonica Street, also in the shadow
@ of the locks, been notified of this
) project?
@10  'What impacts will this
111 have on their operations? Has the Bywater
113 station of the United States Post Office,
19 Postal Service, in the shadow of the
i14) existing St. Claude Avenue bridge ramps,
ns; been notified? What impact on their
11g) operations will this project bring to
n7 pass? Will our mail service be adversely
ey affected? Has Mr, Erroll Williams, the
ve assessor for the Third Municipal District
20 which covers both sides of the canal, been
n notified of this project? Has Mr.
2] Williams, whose job it is to assess
{22 property value for the purposes of the
24 city and state ad valorem taxes, been
25 asked his professional opinion about the

1) they would probably end up firewood when
{2 in fact it was the Bywater Neighborhood
1 Association that raised this very issue
4 years ago? And that’s documentable. Why
@ are the trees alongside the canal dying?
181 Has the Corps done an inventory and
[ assessment of these trees and is there a
@ program in place to ferilize, prune and
= protect these trees until they might be
o relocated if the project moves forward?
in Has the Corps consulted with the Disney
1z Company about their successiul transplant
i3 of mature live oaks in Orlando, a project
4] brought to the Corps’ avention why the
1s; Bywater Ncighborhood Association? And, if
(6] 50, why was this report not shared with
1171 the Neighborhood Working Group?
(18  How many jobs may be
19 transferred out of our neighborhood if the
zo) Coast Guard staticn is relocated? What
iz1] will be the net loss to our neighborhood
221 economy, i.e., restaurants, lumber,
123 hardware and other stores, if this station
24 is moved? Has the Society for the
@s] Prevendon of Cruclty to Animals at 1319

Page 115

Page 114
(1 effects of this project on area property
@ values? Why has the District C councilman
5] which covers the west side of the
) Industrial Canal and Bywater historically
& been excluded from the planning process,
e} though it has included other elected
[ officials? '
B  OnPage 25 of the Draft
it Evaluation Report Mitigation Plan, it's
o stated that the New Orleans District does
(1) Not expect net improvements to result, If
1171 this is so, why should we be partners for
113 this project? Why did the project
14 engineer scem surprised at this
1% awributon when it was raised at the
et January 22nd Neighborhood Working Group
p7 meeting? The same point was raised on May
re 2nd, 1995, as documented in the minutes,
e Page 4, last paragraph, referring to the
teo] April draft of the mitigation plan, Does
121} the Corps just record the minutes and then
rz ignore the questions or points that are
123 raised there in? And what good will rails

24) be on the new 5t. Claude bridge that’s
s proposed if there is no system of mass
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(] transit incorporated into the mitigation
@ plan? Does the Corps really think that if
@ we build it, they will come?

) COLONEL CONNER:
m  Thank you, sif.

8] MR. DICHARRY:

! Dick Watson.

il MR. WATSON:

)] Good evening. My name is
o] Dick Watson and I'm speaking tonight in my
(11] capacity as the chairman of the board of
1z} directors of Holy Cross School, whose
t31 members have authorized me to speak in
p4 behalf of their concerns regarding the
s adverse effects of the lock project on the
et Holy Cross School.
u7 As a native of New
na Orleans, one whose family, grandparents
n9 and parents have lived in this
g neighborhood as residents and businessmen
1 for over 75 years, both my father and I
{2z} were born and raised within a dozen blocks
22 of this school and the locks, I have
[24) witnesscd and was an unwilling participant
5 in the physical and economic devastation
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11 inflicted by Hurricane Betsy, the negative
[3 economic repercussions of which are sdll
3 being felt today. I know firsthand the
t4 real-life frustration caused by living in
i the isolated neighborhood bounded by the
@ river and the canal, cut off from the city
@ by the bridges and separated from the
@1 parish by both municipal boundaries and
@1 the Jackson Barracks,
(0] We may be an orphan but
(111 we have a history. For nearly 140 years,
1121 Holy Cross, the religious congregation and
13 the school, have been an anchor of
1141 stability for the community, so much so
15 that this National Historic District has
e taken Holy Cross as its name, I would
117 like to share with you a resolution passed
(18] by our board on January 16th, 1997.1
pg quote: "While we appreciate the economic
f2q) sighificance of the locks improvement
{21} project to the city; the region, the
(22 nation and the maritime industry, we
123 likewise believe that it will have an
(24} adverse economic impact on Holy Cross
251 School and the neighborhood which we do
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(1) not believe has been adequately docnmented
@ by the U.5.Army Corps of Engincers in its
[ various studies, Therefore, the board of
@ directors of Holy Cross School
5] respectfully respect that the U.S. Army
e} Corps of Engineers initfate and fally fund
 an independent economic impact study to be
@} conducted by a panel of local experts to
% quantify the adverse economic impact of

o this project on Holy Cross School and the

ityy Holy Cross District, It is our belief

11z that objective data from such a study is

{13 essential to ensure the economic stability

1147 of Holy Cross School and the Holy Cross

1151 District neighborhood and to provide

(1} adequate mitigation funds for

(171 appropriation and allocation."

pe  The adverse economic

19 impact of this project to Holy Cross

1201 School is far more reaching than simply

1) the loss of tuition income during the

2] construction phase due to inconvenience

=3 and safety concerns of parents, Holy

1241 Cross School is the only all-male middle

25 and high school in the greater New Orleans
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11 area. Consequently, the loss of a

iz fifth-grader represents the loss of a

) student for eight years. In his remarks,

@ Brother Stephen Walsh spoke of the family
15 legacy of Holy Cross.Allow me to

te] illustrate.

It} My father was

) economically unable to attend Holy Cross
= but as his only child could send me and I
o} bepan in seventh grade, which was the
{11] earlicst grade at that time. As a result

nz of the satisfaction expressed by my
(13 parents, my five cousins also graduated
14 from Holy Cross School, all beginning in
11s5) the ffth grade. My two sons have since
e graduated and they plan to send their sons
117 as well. Finally, my parents and I have
18] also recommended as 2 result of my success
119 to Holy Cross at least five neighborhood
= sons who have either graduated or are

@21} currently enrolled, each entering Holy

2 Cross in the fifth grade.

[23) The net result is, had I

iz49) not attended Holy Cross because of the
s bridge or problems with the locks, the
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{1 economic impact to this school would have
2t been the loss of 13 students spanning over
@ 4 30-year period of time, Quantitatively,
t if you do the math, the loss would have
19 been about 102 years of tuition payments
8 or an amount well in excess of $350,000
(n simply from the loss of one smdent. This
m is historical fact, not fiction. A five
@ percent decline in enrollment could impact
e Holy Cross for the next 30 to 50 years
(1] with economic consequences totaling in the
r2) millions of dollars. Correspondingly,
g reduced entollment will result in
p4) immediate loss of revenues for the
(15 transportation services of the school, the
(e cafeteria, the bookstore, athletic gate
17 receipts, band and choml coacerts, summer
e camps and all other summer activities.
t1e]  Accompanying of all of
(2o} this will likely be a very uncerwinty
@) about the future of this school which
rz could also erode donor confidence and
123 result in decrease in philanthropic
(24 giving. Reduced enrollment would also
251 have an associated economic loss to the

Page 121

1] lived down here for 12 years.Iowned a
@ house on Royal Street. And I waant to talk
@ to you, Colonel, about the 15 predecessors
{4 that you had here that literally committed
15 rape on this neighborhood. Every time you
@ announce this in the newspaper, the
7 property values go clean to hell. I sold
B my house for eight bucks a scquare foot,
® $8,000 for 2 home. [ venture to say, if
tie; you bought a home here in New Orleans
11 right now, you're going to spend $45 o
1z $50 a square foot, That is rape, albeit
13 economic, rapé nonetheless. And
n4 gentlemen, this has been ongoing for 40
115 years. The value of the homes here in
e Holy Cross neighborhood is lower than $20
f#in a square foot, every house. It’s
na ridiculous.And it's caused by the
i19) constant announcements by the Corps of
ra Engineers that they’re going 10 come down
tz1 here and displace a bunch of people, widen
22 the canal, cut out transportation for two
(23] years or more, and the people will not
24y come here. So you cannot sell a home. If
s you bought one, you're stuck with it or

(11 community in terms of reduced jobs for
1 teachers, administrators, coaches, bus
@ drivers, cafeteria workers, maintenance
@ security and clerical staff. This project
@ will create temporary jobs during the
[ construction phase but may very well cost
[ the loss of permanent jobs.
)] None of these concerns in
@ our opinion of Holy Cross and other
o) businesses along St. Claude Avenue have
(1) been adequately addressed or documented in
113 your reports today. For this reason, we
e respectfully request the independent
(14 econotnic impact study. Thank you.

us COLONEL CONNER:
et Thank you, sir.

nn MR. DICHARRY:
1] Dean Shapiro. Dean

g Shapiro.

pg  (No response.)

121 Raymond King.

22 MR. KING:

23] Good evening, My name is

24) Raymond King. I'm past president of the
ps Holy Cross Neighborhood Association. I
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1 you sell it at a great loss.

2  Rape,albeit economic,

@ it's rape nonetheless and it’s a damn
] shame, Please cut it cut.Thank you,

5 COLONEL CONNER:
¥  Thank you, sir.

M MR. DICHARRY:
il Sal Doucette,

o MR. DOUCETTE:

(10} First, it's the consensus

(1 of all three neighborhood groups that we
iiz1 do not support ot want this project.

na Secondly, we do not know what to believe,
4 the video or the mitigation plan. The

115 video leads you to believe that there are
ti6] jobs and training for the locals. As for

17 the mitigation plan, it is not effectively

e implemented with full consideration for
ne the people living on either side of the

{20) canal. it offers a $500,000 training

(21) assistance for jobs. How will they do it?

221 Who will get this training? What is the

23] criteria they will use to pick these

24 people for this job? What about the

@51 people who have the skills as needed to do
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(1 these jobs now? What about the control of
@ these jobs? We question the sincerity of

@ the Port and the Corps. Thank you very

@4 much.

5 COLONEL CONNER:
C] Thank you, sir.

g MR. DICHARRY:
()] Geneva Grill.

® MS. GRILL:

{101 Good evening, gentlemen,

it My name is Geneva Grill. I'm the District
iz Design Engineer for the Department of

13 Transportation and Development. I'm here
4 representing Frank M. Denton, Secretary of
15 the Department of Transportation &

ey Development.

nn Mr. Denton feels like

e this is a very important project to both

9 the City of New Otleans and the State of
o) Louisiana, The Department fully supports
121} the Corps of Engineers and the Port of New
2z Otleans in constructing this project. We

(23] will try to assist the City of New Orleans

r24) in genting additional funds for the

253 Florida Avenue bridge if the time program
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m is extended. Right now, there is
2 insufficient funds in the time program to
@ construct that bridge. The amount
4 appropriated for the bridge was fora
5 grade-level structure, not a
® seri-high-rise or a high-rise bridge. But
m we fully support the Corps in doing this
1 project.Thank you.
™ COLONEL CONNER:
nel Thank you.
11 MR. DICHARRY:
iz Brendan Gallagher,
(ta Brendan Gallagher,
(t4] (No response.)
ns Captain Dean Bruch
e I know I mispronounced that one.
A MR. BRUCH:
[18) I'm Dean Bruch. I've
ng been residing in Louisiana here since
o 1951, other than seven years break as a
1] Panama Canal pilot. I'm married and have
@2 - married in 51.1 got my wife here;
s started chasing her when she was a
124 passenger on a ship back then. Caught her
251 twice, got two kids and four
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(v grandchildren. I still live in River
@ Ridge and I piloted on the Guif Qutlet
1 from '66 to '77 and also on the river up
‘¥ to Baton Rouge. My last assignment was on
15 the AMERICAN QUEEN going out the Houma
e Navigation Canal and up the river. I've
M been associated with the maritime industry
@ for 53 years, being a graduate of
i Kingspoint.
ng  I'mnot in support of
1) this proposed lock replacement project,
12 foremost reason being it wouldbe a
113 band-aid remedy for a serious problem_I
114] beleve an organized port development and
s efficient marine eraffic management
e coupled with long-range planning would
un serve the Port of New Orleans’s needs for
e the next hundred years.
s Iwish to quote 4 letter
2o} I wrote to the Times-Picayune dated
21) December the 10th, and it wasn’t printed,
22 It was, "I read with interest your
{z3) excellent TP article of December the 8th
r4 entitled "Industrial Upgrade.’ I'm in
5] accord with State Representative Sherman
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11 Copeland, let them put the new locks

@ somewhere clse. The most practical

@ sohution to this problem is to build new

i locks as planned over 30 years ago at the

151 Violet site.A lock in the Violet area

& with a channel over to the "Mr. Go™ will

m allow the environmental disaster known as

lel the "Mr. Go™ to be closed below the

@ intersection of the lock channel with the
110 cutlet and stop the saltwater intrusion
i1 into Lake Pontchartrain. Additionally,
117) this wiil eliminate vessel wake from
ta destroying the remainder of the marshland
¢4 in lower St. Bernard Parish. It is true
115 there will be an outcry from the maritime
116 industry, their allies, the Port of New
117 Qrleans and the Louisiana Department of
g Transportation & Development, the Corps of
ns) Engineers, the Coast Guard, and last but
0] not least, the St. Bernard Council.
21 Unfortunately, these groups has
=1 consistently through the years refused to
123 establish common sense speed limits in the

4] "Mr. Go" channel which has greatly
251 contributed to these eroding wetlands,
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Q] "With a new lock channel

@ built and established speed limits to

@ protect the banks in the lock channel, it

ts1 'will add to the transit time of vessels

s between sea and Industrial Canal complex

tej Dut I see this as 4 viabie alternative to

 the bottleneck. The positive side for

{1 construction of the lock at Violet I

@ believe would be shorter time and would
ito} create obviously less environmental impact
r+1] for residents in that area than in Orleans
{121 Parish. Leaving the Industrial Canal Jock
i3] in place, having a large ship within twin
4 chambers at Violet, that's in cas¢ when
(15 you overhaul where you can be using your
(1g) other chamber, will certainly enhance
{17} navigation flow between the Mississippi
s River and Intracoastal Waterway as well as
(151 the Industriat Canal complex. However, I
oy don't believe the citizens of St. Bernard
=11 should allow the Violet lock to be
22 constructed without closure of the “Mr. .
3 Go" to protect the lock canal waters from
t24) saltwater intrusion and area flooding."
28] My brief comments on the
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(1 We are lovers and not fighters and only

[ trying to present what we think is in the

@ best interests of the Port of New Orleans

4 and, most of all, the general public who

5! we dearly love.

161 COLONEL CONNER:

1 Thank you, sirt.

1 MR. DICHAR_F‘Y:

m  John Koeferl.
(0] MR, KOEFERL:
1] My name is John Koefetl.
12 I ive at 415 Tupelo Street. ] am
(13 chairperson of the Holy Cross Neighborhood
n4) Associadon. I see that a lot of our
(15 members have grown weaty of the
e proceedings. I think they wanted to have
171 more chance to speak than we're allowed
18 here and more time to read these ponderous
i1e] volumes.
@0 Iwould like to make just
{211 a comment before I make my remarks about
2 the video, which has miy name in it and the
1z9) names of other peopie of the working
{24) group. This implies that we are in favor
125 of this project, that we worked hand in

(1 lock here, designing and building locks,
(1 the Corps of Engineers are past masters of
@ this art. The Panama Canal locks built in
@ 1913, first tiroe an engineering
8 accomplishment without paraliel. This
51 model 110 feet by 1,000 feet was even used
@ for the 26 locks on the upper Mississippi
i8] River between St, Louis and Minneapolis.
© I have been through every one of them on
to] the DELTA QUEEN. I'm sure the proposed
(11} new lock as far as engineering will be of
11z} the same quality. The environmental
11a) issues associated with this proposed new
14} lock is not my expertise.And I'm sare
15 the pros and cons will be adequately
1&g addressed at this public meeting, and how.
t7] However, from an overall navigation
g environmental standpoint, in my opinion,
9] the proposed lock replacement site does
Eo not answer the maritime industry and
121 general public needs An alterpate site
2] should be addressed.
2 Thank you for allowing me
{24] to offer these comments. Please don't
s throw rocks at Lucy and I after we leave,
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it} hand with the Corps and the other City
@ Flanning Commission to develop this
@ project.In fact, I thini that we are
14 against this project. As we learned more
@ about it, we said, "Hey, this is crazy.
181 We're not going to do this.” And yet our
@ name is up here touting this project. And
@] I think, Colonel, rather than removing our
ot name, I think you should tell the truth,
0] We are not in favor of this project.The
iy group, the Neighborhood Working Group, is,
1tz all the people that came to the meetings,
13 against this project.
e I'would like to just talk
15 briefly about the historic aspect of this
re project, You know, we live in the
1171 Crescent City, and this is a city that
(e people love to visit. We like to consider
{19 it a really special city. But, you know,
20 it’s not that big. When we talk about the
211 growth of our city into the next 50 years,
=3 the next 100 years, 200 years, we can't be
124 lopping off parts of them and seeing them

=4 be destroyed because we're having these
1251 highways of the river come through with
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{1 these huge ships over our neighborhood
@ with the noise not just for the project
@ time, not just for 10 or 15 years, but
14} forever,
8 Have you ever been
s through Treme on the Claiborne Expressway?
m This is a federal project, okay, the
@ Claiborne Expressway in Treme. And not
@y only has this neighborhood been destroyed,
1o} but can you believe that it was not part,
11 the destruction of this neighbothood, part
na of the project cost.And yet it is a cost
13 that our city has borne with this project
14] and many other projects and will continue
19 10 bear for the life of the city until
(8 more — more costs is going to be when
(71 they go to want to do something else with
s the I-F10. What will there be, another
I'si project, or will that just be a dinosaur
izep left there in our midst?
en We are concerned that our
2z neighborhood is going to be disabled and
123 destroyed, propetty values down. Nobody
[2¢) wants to live here, The big sea wall, 2
z5 danger from unknown cargoes, and also this

Page 133

11 project with deep draft and widening of
{3 the canal enhances the use — enhances -
1 intensifies the use of "Mr, Go." And we
i know about the continued destruction of
15 the marshiand and what kind of project
% cost was that? Who has borne the project
7 cost for that? Not the Corps of Engineers
te) obviously.
1] ‘We would rather have the

191 old Ursuline Convent and the Andrea

pn Plantation than we would have the St.

pa Claude bridge and the locks. But that is

114 all that we're left with. And we don't

(+4) want to sce them go. ¥ you can't live

15) with the canal being the way it is, then

(15 we feel that you should close it. it's as

7 simple as that. We are tired of this.

18 You know, sometimes, what

ug I would like to see is 2 form of request,

0 the Corps of Engineers in this project

tz1) make a true project cost of what hundreds

(22 of years, fifty years, a hundred years,

3 many hundreds of years’ loss of the

4] neighborhoods of our city are going to be

5 for tourism and for other things besides
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(1 this linear transportation scheme. And
1 what's going to happen in 50 years to this
@ canal? Is it going to be updated? Is it
(4 going to be junked? What's going to
15 happen in a hundred years? We're going to
1§ go to Violet anyway maybe. What's going
m to happen? Has anybody thought of this?
@ You know, if we tear our neighborhoods
(91 apart, and we just have a small window of
po opportunity right now to fix up our
111 neighborhoods and save them and bring them
1z into the next century, this isn’t
(13 something that we can spend all our time
n4 fighting this canal on and see it happen
s without our participation. We've got work
116 to do and we keep fighting this thing It
[17] just is aggravating.
pe A true cost to this city,
ns) that's what this project needs to develop,
20 and there hasn't been any treatment of the
i1 historic cost except $300,000 for some
(z22 documentation of the St. Claunde bridge
jze] being taken down and the locks. But
4 there's no project cost for continued tens
125] of yedrs of our having to have a depleted
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1 neighborhood becanse of that. 1 want 10
;2 say that this study is not complete, it’s
@ not effective, it’s not efficient, and
# it’s not acceptable.

) COLONEL CONNER:
@  Thanok you,sir.

m MR. DICHARRY:

) Pam Dashiell,

= MS. DASHIELL:

po  Joe, Pat, Colonel, it's

it good 1o see you again, I guess. We've

vz been meeting all these years and here we
113 are back at the same place.And the way
114 we feel has not changed. We don't want
(15 this project. We're not going to have

p1g this project.The rules seem to have

117 changed right in the middle of the game.
{18) At one point, we were told that if the

(19 community didn’t want it, we wouldn't have
=0 it. If the community stood fast against

@1 it, it would not happen.That's not what
2z you're saying aow.There has been a real
e change in this, and it's unfair. It makes

(241 us mistrust you and it just intensifies

r25 the fact that we do not want this project.
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[0} A good example of this is
@ this process itself As Mark Cooper and
@ some others have mentioned, the dates were
i) shifted on this. Thete was not good
(5 notification. It’s scheduled for the day
[ after Superbowl. A lot of people, most of
m the people down here work in service
@ industries, They've just come off of a
& week of double shifts, People cannot come
116 out and stay until 10:00 o'clock at some
11 meeting The times were terrible for
12 this.
13 You said that the people,
(14) the working groups were part of this
15} process as shown in your video, That's
g not true. Yes, we met, We meta lot.
7 But that docs not mean that we condone
rra what the result is, absolutely not.
18] There are also some other
reo) issues.The projects that are correlated
r29) with this appeat to be just pie in the
122 sky.You talk about the Florida bridge
28 being completed hefore it’s even started.
@4 The lady from the Transportation
(25 Department just said that there’s no money
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(1 with the plans are not calculateable. The
i3 levee, that's something that we all enjoy.
@ That would be gone, That would be gone.
i4] A sea wall on top of the levee? Even
i85 looking at what you had i that video, it
1 was ugly.And a reat good example of that
m is what's happened on top of the St.
( Claude bridge right now.Theze’s a fence
@ up there, it looks like Auschwitz, It's

oo terrible. It's dangerous. It's terrible.

1) It was done without input from the

{12) community. There was no good reason for

1) it except your own liability. You didn’t

n4 think about us at all.

s The noise abatement that

g you taik about in the mitigation plan

17 seems like it's not enough, Maybe it will

ne] wotk, Maybe not. But it seems like it's

{181 more pie in the sky.The deep-draft

o shipping, that's outrageous, too.

@1} Remember the Riverwalk. Remember the

(25 Riverwalk. What would happen if a big

4 ship like that hit our levee? What would

1) happen?

s  You were right about one

i for the Florida bridge. It’s just, it’s
17 talk. All it is is talk. There are no
@ real, concrete plans. The transportition
W studies are incompiete. The studies on
15 the toxicity that you will expose when you
15 do the digging, those things are not well
m documented. The people who are working
@ with us can’t make heads or tails of it in
@ some senses. It's not real. Your costs
o) and benefits are all mixed up.You're
1t saying that what our benefits - rather,
1z you are saying that what is good is bad.
ita) You're saying that the benefits are the
{14 costs, that the costs are the benefits.
08 It's all mixed Up. Apparently you're — —
1e) intentionally trying to confuse people
y71 down here,
18] As far as the mitigation
18 plan itself, outrageous. Looking at that
) budget, you've got 1.5 million going back
[21] 1o the RTA. You've got three million for
2 debris removal, These are ptoject costs,
(22 payments to institutions.That's not
{24 mitigation for us.
s  The damage that-you'll do

Page 139

Page 138
1 thing the other night, Colonel, the

2 approval or disapproval for this project
1] is now in the hands of Washington, our
© congresspeople, all of our elected

i1 officials. We need to call them We need
[ to write them.We need to go there. But
m we can’t let this happen.

1) COLONEL CONNER:
®  Thank you, ma’am.
[10) MR. DICHARRY:
(1) Edward Starks. Edward
(12 Starks,

113) (No response.)
(4  Joseph Cannaliato?

- s (Noresponse,) — —— —
116 Al Hanzo.
Hn MR. HANZO:

18] I've been a liferime

119) resident of the Holy Cross area right here
iz in the neighborhood and I want to talk
fe1] about "Mr. Go." From the very first time
22 Iheard the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet
=3 'was going to be dredged, I felt and sdll

4] feel the whole project was one of the
125 biggest mistakes the Corps of Engincers
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1 and the federal government brought upon - m  Ihave one question,
@ all the residents of this arc2. We were @ Does the Corps of Engineers have any plans
R told by the federal authorities that the @1 in the near furure to correct or lessen
14 Mississippi River Guif Outlet was a very 1) the big erosion problems that exist along
15 much-needed project. It was supposed to s the Mississippi Rivet Gulf Outlet? If so,
& open up new wharfage and business spaces 16 what are they? Thank you.
 along the outlet. But in the span of over m COLONEL CONNER:
® 30 years, hardly any of this has become 2 ®  Thank you,sir.
@ reality. The "Mr. Go" project has brought = MR. DICHARRY:
(o] a great deal of fear in the minds and pet James Guilbeau. James
11 hearts of most of the residents of the 111 Guilbeau.
112 Lower Ninth Ward. #g  (No response.)
[3] Best example was 3 Doug Svenson.
14 Hurricane Betsy in September of 1965.The 114 MR. SVENSON:
115 water came straight up the Misgissippi g  Thank you, Colonel
ue River Gulf Outlet from the Gulf into the pel Conner. 1 appreciate the opportunity to
17 Induostrizl Canal where we were told the v7 be here. My name is Doug Svenson. I
tie] levee broke near the Claiborne bridge. We va represent the Guif Intracoastal Canal
g had about 11 feet of water at Florida (19 Association, The Gulf Intracoastal
2g Avenue to about onc foot of water on o) Waterway is a major Gulf of Mexico
@1] Dauphine Street. It extended from the j21] tributary that travels from the state of
12 Industrial Canal well into St. Bernard 2z Texas at the Mexican-U.S. border all along
23 Parish. g the five Gulf Coast states to near St.
B4  The point that Iam R4 Matks, Florida, where the state of Florida
@8 trying to get across is, I feel the @51 begins its bend 1o the south. Our
Pago 142 Page 144
1 federal government should have had enough 11 association comprises roughly 250
w foresight and knowledge to be able to see @ companies and thousands of employees who
1 what dangers this waterway has brought @ use and depend on the Industrial Lock on
w1 upon all the people of the Lower Ninth  the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway on the
15 Ward, also, the tremendous erosion & Mississippt River and ail of the
@ problems that were caused by the ocutlet [ connecting tributarics.
m from the Gulf to the Intracoastal ] One of the truly
1 Waterway, literally eating up miles and @ remarkable things I believe that a project
= miles of our marshiand, ® such as the Industrial Lock and any lock
po  Ifand when this bridge 1] in fact on our river systcm where there's
1) and lock project would become a reality, I n1 the Ohio River or the Mississippi River is
nz hope you will give the residents of this t12) the fact that the Congress requires by law
(13 area a lot more consideration than you did (131 the Corps of Engincers do a calculation of
(14 with the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet. I (14 the cost and the benefits of each of those
115) am against the new bridges at St. Claude 115] projects, waterways as well as locks, and
u61 and Claiborne. I have lived in the t1e) conclude that there is a favorable
171 neighborhood, in the Holy Cross 1171 benefit-to-cost ratio before any federal
18] neighborhood, all of my 68 years and can nel money is spent. Now, the federal
191 Jook back at zll the many good times and 11e] government year in and year out spends
12q friends that were made. I always hoped I wa roughly 1.6 trillion doliars every 12
21 could spend the balance of my life in this 1 months, Next year it will be 1.7
#2 good old neighborhood. I'm certainly not 221 trillion, The year after that it will be
ra ready to give up nine or ten years of the 3 close to 1.8 trillion. And so far, the
g inconvenicnces that this bridge and lock 4 only program in the entire federal
Bs project will bring, [25) government i8 yours which is required by
Page 141 - Page 144 (38) Min-U-Script®
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1 federal law to come up with a positive
@ benefit-cost ratio which means that it
@ benefits all of the communities, local,
11 state and regional, more than it costs,
s Sotne projects have benefit-cost ratios of
] a favorable pamre of four or five or six
in to one. Other projects range from eight,
{8 nine, ten to one.There is onc particular
@ project in Vermilion Patish that the New
g Otzleans District is working on with our
(+1 industry right now which has a faverble
(12 benefit-cost ratio of 25 to 37 t0 one.
na Now, that’s a good expenditure of federal
{14 Money.
s Inthe economic analysis
16 that your district has done of the
17 replacement of this lock, there are four
rsa principal commodities that I have noticed
1tg] that are important to the Gulf South
120 region of the United States. One is coal.
1 Another is crude oil. Another is refined
27 crude oil or refined petroleum products,
{23 motor gasoline, jet fuel, diesel, naphtha,
24 et cetera, and the fourth is chemicals,
{29 industrial chemicals, Those four

Page 145

1 commodities transit the Industrial Lock.
‘ta They come from upriver. They come from
@ east, Mobile. They come from west. But
1 they are all key ingredients in the
=1 generation of electricity, in the
i) production of motor gasoline and jet fuel,
@ and in the production of industrial
& chemicals that are used probably to make
@ things such as that screen, that
t10] basketbaill backboard, any number of
1) plastic products that are in this room
121 that make our life much more convenient
{1a] and provide us that convenience at very
14 cheap cost. That's the bencfits to the

(15| economy.

e 'We're going to supplement

17 or at least I'm going to supplement this
(8) statement for the record by your date of
ne the 24th, but I just wanted to make those
ra points about the overall value and benefit
21} of the waterway.

g And incidentally, to

3l point out that there is a real risk right

2¢) now in terms of delays to transpotrtation,
s higher cost to consumers, and safety
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[ factors in the condition in which we find
2 the Industrial Lock today. It’s broken.
@ I had an old car one time. It kept
|4 starting every morning. My wife told me I
151 needed to get a new one and I said no, I
et don't, It still goes ten blocks. Well,a
m light failed on it, and then the generator
® went out and then another belt broke And
@ I kept getting it fixed and finally I
o} decided it wasn't worth fixing. You just
n1 have to build a new one.And that’s what
i1z has to be done with this facility.
13l The last thing I want to
(14] say is this: I've been sitting here for
¢15) three hours. I've learned a good lesson.
ue It is real excruciatingly difficult to
171 come into somebody ¢lse’s neighborhood and
pg tell them how things ought to be. I live
(191 in Lafayette right now.That’s where the
o offices of GICA are located, although in
@1 about two or three months I'm moving to
®a New Orleans where ], too, can be favorably
73 disadvantaged by your project but I'll
=4 still support it.
s In Lafayette, the way

Paga-148
1 that that community has developed -~ I
[ just want 1o cite this as an example that
pt I can understand the feclings that these
4 people have - half of the city is on the
151 east side of the Vermilion River.The
te) other half of Lafayette is on the west
[ side.And there aren't enough bridges.
w® There's a bridge way over to the west and
@ a bridge way over to the east. So you
rg find traffic making big oval loops to get
{11 around from one part of the city to the
{1z next because there’s no bridge here in the
13 middle where it needs to be.There’s a
114 beautiful street called Cametlia Avenue
i8] that Tuns fromone of themain— — — —
{167 thoroughfares towards the Vermilion River.
117 It has beauntiful homes on it, big ive oak
ng trees, and Camellia is proposed to be
ng essentially condemned and widened so that
@] 4 new bridge can be built across the
21] Vermilion River. The residents don't like
2z it in that neighborhood one singie bit,
i3] but the bridge is going to be built

24 because there is a recognition of a
st greater need of the city and the community
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10 in general. Thank you. 111 Westbank, those two canals has tunnels

Ei COLONEL CONNER: tz underneath Why can’t we put a tunnel

@  Thank you, sit. @ under the St. Claude Avenue bridge? They

@ MR. DICHARRY: w1 talked about it for years. You put it on

@  Henry Ponstein. {5 the Westbank on the two Intracoastal

0 MR. PONSTEIN: @& waterways.They even made a tunnel from

U] Thank you.The Florida

B Avenue bridge and corridor at the Paris

i Road has been talked about since the WPA
{10 days; still not there. The St. Claude
n1) tunnel used to be the campaign promises
(121 from a governor nearly 50 years ago, They
ve finally gave up having it as a campaign
14 promise, Now, the Mississippi River Gulf
1t5) Outlet I think was a big mistake.And I
v1e; have to give credit to the Colonel at that
n7 time of the Corps of Engineers, talking to
ne him after that hearing we had down in St.
rt9] Bernard, he said, "That was the worst
reo) location because they will never be abie
121} to keep it deep enough because it will
12z keep caving in from Paris Road down to
123 past Violet.” And he was correct about
(24) it. That was before it was dug.And [
125 said, "Well, why are they doing it?" I

 England to France. You certainly could .
ta} make this tunnel with the neutral ground;
# wouldn’t distutb anything for traffic
o] around the area here. And you can put the
11 new locks, if you look at your plang, you
112 have room to put it right next to the old
i locks. You have a tunnel there, Put the
4 new locks right next to it, and you can
15 move the barge traffic between in both
i1 locks and you wouldn't bave to disturb the
7 other bridges, you wouldn't have to
e disturb the neighborhoods.And it’s meant
g for the Intracoastal Waterways, not for
et ships.And if you use it for the barge
21} traffic and put that new locks next to the
2z present locks, if you look on your plan,
[z you wouldn’t have to move houses. You
4 wouidn't even have to change the Claiborne
25 bridge, But you do need a high-level

Page 150 Page 152
m said, “To give more wharfage to the Dock 11} bridge at Florida, and it would be 2 lot
2 Board in New Orleans?" He said, "That's i@ less costly, lot less inconvenient to the
@ politics.” That was after the meeting. @ people in the neighborhood. It would help
# He couldn’t say it during the meeting. @ out all kind of ways and keep it just for
i I'm sure you can't say it either. 5 barge traffic which is needed as part of
®m  Now,what you say about ) the Intracoastal Waterways.And you look
M breakwater, like with all the trees before [ at your plan, You could put it next to
& the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet in 1] the present locks and wouldn’t have to
m Betsy? Most of the trees was killed by ® disturb any homes or anything and it
ne; the saltwater, and that's why that water (1 wouldn't cost the taxpayets much money.
1113 rushed in and we got flooded in the Ninth t11 Thank you.
(t2) ‘Ward and St. Bernard. And now it bas (12 COLONEL CONNER:
(13 become even worse and New Orleans is pq  Thank you, sir.
14 worried about getting flooded because now (14 MR. DICHARRY:
(15 they won't even put 2 Red Cross shelterin s Georgianna Gray.
rve) New Orleans. They said they wouldn't be 116] UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:
117 protected if 2 real hurricane came and hit (7 My name isn't Georgia
ng the right way because there’s nothing to (18} Gray. I'm Georgia (inaudible - away from
(19 stop the water from coming in. So the 19 microphone).And I'd just like to say one
izt outlet is 2 joke, a failure. @ thing. We've been promised on a national
@1  Now,the Intracoastal 21 level that there would be no more
122 waterways, which is the Industrial Canal, 2z destruction of our wetlands. We were
(23 that's for barge traffic and it’s in the {23 going to save the wetlands.The president
24 center of where the Algiers locks and the re¢] has said so. Everybody has said so. But
25 Harvey locks are. Now;, those on the s yet we launch these irresponsible plans,
Page 149 - Page 152 (40) Min-U-Script®



PUBLIC MEETING RE INDUSTRIAL LOCK
REPLACEMENT PROJECT

Janmary 27, 1997

() plans where we don't know the
@ repercussions. We know what happened in
@ St.Bernard Parish and the damage that has
#) been done. All this petroleum this
5 gentleman is talking about transporting
5 and all the great things it's going to
1 make, like this video, I mean this screen,
8] will it make a cypress tree? In
@ Louisiana, we have more wetlands, we have
1o more wildlife, we used to at least, but
{11 now everything is getting destroyed.
rtz1 Who's going 1o look out for us? Who's
113 going to look out for the wildlife? You
114] know, everybody likes to go duck hunting
115 up in Minnesota or wherever, but those
pe) birds have to migrate down here somewhere,
111 and if they don't have their habitat, if
p19) that is all destroyed, then, you know,
(9] we're losing a great part of aature, not
i just neighborhoods, not to mention the
[z1} fact that we have 2 great historic
2z neighborhood here.The city of New
5 Orleans js a small place but it has a
4] great history, and we are going to destroy
25 this -The Battle of New Orleans was
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(0 Williams. I live at 6116 North Roman

(@ Street and I've lived in the Lower Ninth

# Ward except for, well, since 1957 or

4 thereabouts except for two years and I

1z moved back, we moved back here in about

@ 1991, 1believe. At any rate, I had some

m concerns that I wanted 1o register

el tonight,

1  One is regarding the
no bridge. Several of the people from St.
(111 Bernard mentioned about the bridge that
p21 would come through there that would put an
(9] exit in the Lower Ninth Ward but not an
{4) entrance.As I've told you before, when
5] Fve attended some of your meetings, this
19 is one of my biggest concerns. I was here
17 in 1965 during the hurricane. We did have
118 to walk out in waist-high water,
09 One of my biggest
0] concerns is safety, the fact that if we
1 are going to look at any type plan at all,
2 that it must include something where we
23] have a high-vise through here that
[24] provides an entrance and an exit for the
©s) Lower Ninth Ward, not just an exit.I1do

111 fought right in between, right there on
= the river. Now, let's find another place
e for this. You know, let’s quit picking on
4 Louisiana. Just find another way. But
(5 stop destroying the nature. Stop
s destroying the environment, Thank you,
M COLONEL CONNER:
w1  Thank you, ma'am. Excuse
@ me, ma’'am, could you tell us your Jast

(o name again so we could put it in the

f11) record? Could you spell thar?

r  (Answer inaudible - speaker

13 away from microphone.)

[14) COLONEL CONNER:
15 Thank you.

1] MR. DICHARRY:
07 Edith Leibe?

18 (No response.)

9] D.L.Bell?

o) (No response.)

21 Philip Daley?

221 (No response.)

29 Marietta Williams?
241 MS. WILLIAMS.

rs My name is Marictta
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m feel thit we are deserving of this. We
@ leave, zithough when you hear the radio
[ announcement, it will say like St. Bernard
@ or something like that, but we all, many
151 of us work in this arez, too, and we have
(8 1o get out to get to work and get our
@ children to schoot. So I think this is
@ one of the thipgs that we have to look at.
m  The other thing, just as
v an aside, I wish you'd let all the
1+ residents speak before you let the
1z politicians speak, t60, I thought it
r39 would have been better,
[14] The other thing, I feel
ns that that bridge entrance and exit has
6] everything, and 1 know we conitinue to hear
117 people say it that it has nothing to do
r1a) with that, but I feel it has everything to
ne do with it when you're dealing with
[0 safety, whichever part of this Lower Ninth
1211 Ward vou live in,
gz The other thing is that I
23 do think we have 10 look at the economics

¢ that are there. Unformnately, if you
@5 come down St. Claude, I live on the other
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m side of Claiborne Avenue, it seems like [ COLONEL CONNER:
121 the only business over there, or1 m  Thank you, ma'am.
@ shouldn't say business, I don't use it, Bl MR. DICHARRY:;
1) but the only industry or whatever, I W Stacy Rockwood.
5 should say, looks like a lot with drug 5 (No response.)
1 treatment programs or something like that. 5 Elaine Jackson.
M To me, these are dead-end things. They're 71 (No response.)
18 questionable. El Geneva Morris.
m  AndIthink we have to © MS. MORRIS:

rto) address the economic issues that are here.
(11 Ithink it's a very serious issue that we

1% have 1o look at in tertns of getting maybe

a1 a school down here for training people for
1141 things, so in that particular way, I do

15 think that we have to look at this program
e in terms of what it can do economically.

1 Environmentally, I do

ite] think that there are a lot of things that

9 do have to be addressed because we have to
ea be able to live in conjunction with our

1 environment,

22  The other thing, and

23 because you mentioned about the dredging,
t24) I did have a question about that and I did

{251 wonder about, when you dredge the river or

(o) My name is Gepeva Morris.

t+1 I've been in the Ninth Ward since 1961.
11z} First of all,I'm on $t. Claude Street

113 right near the bridge, and these pamphlets
4 I got here tonight from someone, nobody
15 received this. This was, they put all of

g the pamphlets at St. Maurice Villa where
117 all the old people there are. Nobody that
18 really needed to get this gotit.SoI'm

18] not prepared tonight with any written

tz0] statement or anything like that because if
@1 it wasn't for Father Hall, I wouldn't even
2 know this mecting was going on here

23] tonight.And then I wouldn’t have known
24) you all had this little meeting with some
=5 of the people in the neighborhood. And X
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1) whatever it is that you would do there, i1 think that I should bave known about the
z] when those snows start to melt in other @ private meeting because I have property on
@ places, would it mean that we would be i St, Claude berween Forstafl and Lizardi
 like a cup sitting in the bottom of a, you @) and that’s right in the midst of
5 know, a saucer or a cup sitting at the s everything that you're going to be doing.
i bottom, just sitting at the bottom? I @ And, you know, you just don't put any
m would like to know that to wonder whether in information out where it should be.So I
m if you dredge, would those waters go 8 don't know who you expect to be at the
e underneath the houses that are by the ¢ meetings, you know. I see you had all
o levee? What kind of protections would be i19 these other folk here that does not even
(11 provided for that? 111 live in the area, and they're only
v One other thing that you nz concerned about their welfare, And then
13 mentioned was 33 million dollars for (13) ‘we comes after everybody gone to say what
114 mitigation which I really don't think is (14 we — to give our concern about our
115) anywhere near what would be nceded, but 115 neighborhood and here we live here, We're
(e your initial thing said Holy ner going to be greatly affected.
n7n Cross/Bywater/Lower 9, I may have it nn  You were talking about
tg; wrong, I think I may have left out one 11g) the jobs and, you know, that the people in
(9 part, but then it said 8.5 million or 8.4 1g) the neighborhood would have jobs. They
tz0) million towards St. Bernard. So it re won't be thete to do the work. Where
211 doesn't even leave 33 million that you're 211 would you place them? They won't even be
12z talking about. You're talking about one 22 in the neighborhood, you know, because
129 third of 33 million dollars, which is even 129 you're going to - they're going to have
(24 kess. And those are my comments. Thank 24 to move out before they would even be
@5 you. tz5 there to get 2 job.And what I'm
Page 157 - Page 160 (42) Min-U-Scripte
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i) concerned about is all of the people in (1 And I'm not talking about
i the area, and especially the people that i race. It's predominantly black and poor,
@ have their livelihoods there. I put all 1 oid people, and young folk are moving out
4 my money int the Lower Ninth Ward on St. w of the area because they know what you
& Claude Avemie. I have four businesses on 5 plan to do.
@ St.Claude Avenue in the same area.And I @  Soyou're just killing
m have grandchildren. I have a grandson m everything, I think that you could go in
8 that’s a barber that's come into the @ the wetlands and I think you could do what
9t beauty saton with me. I have my other & you need to do down in that area. ¥ would
no grandson who opened the business next door 110y like to see you go someplace else. And
t1n there. We're opening another little 111 then what you're doing now is saying
(12) business on the other side. You're trying 11z you're going to put a bridge back on
13 to do things, at least you can employ (13 Florida Avenuc,and it seem like you
114 people and train people to be employed but 114 really going to put the bridge - That
1z then you can’t - There are monies that we s would be fine because it’s not, you know;,
rre need to even just repair some of the ne) use just that space back there but you're
171 things that you have. You're aot going to (7 still going to have some problems with the
ne get a bank to give you any monies to put pe) people that live on Florida Avenuc, unless
(g in the Lower Ninth Ward or anybody to give (1) you're going to go further over, and over,
[70] you any moaey of to loan you any money to o) and then you're going to come down in St.
R even repair your places becausc they know @) Berpard Parisk Then you'te going to
rz) that you all keep threatening us and 12z impact Tupelo Strect. Then all the
23 you're holding I'd say a hammer over our 129 traffic going to come down Tupelo Street
re4) heads that any minute you'll just lower ey where 1 live.Then you're going to come
rs the boom. 281 to St. Claude Street where Ihave my
Page 162 | Page 164
1 SothenIdon’'t know what {y business and you’re going to run me away
4 you expect for people to do. Poor people, 1z from there,
i the Lower Ninth Ward is already, just is @  Idon't think you want me

6 barricaded off like 2 prison. And we
@ don't have much activities down there
1 anyway and people go down there. When
(1 Betsy came, a lot of people left the
1 neighborhood, and it’s been going down
@ ever since.I was in Betsy. 'm not that
¢1g] tall but I'm 5'2" aand I had to be carried
1111 out because the water was over my head.
ua And I had my children And J think it's
(11 not fair for you to come ie a neighborhood
14 and say, well, we're going to just come
“1s here and thiS is where = I'mean, yowhad — ——
11g St. Bernard, You could have put it down
{t7) there.And I understand that you said,
18] you know, like this lady doesn’t want the
1g wetlands and all of that disturbed, the
120 fisheries and the crabs and everything
21} else. So I don't know what we're
221 considered as in the neighborhood. You
123 know, so you say, well, no,I won’t do St.
4] Bernard. I'll come and do the Lower Ninth
25 Wazrd.

) down here, you know.And I feel reatly
 bad about that.And I have - my
(6 grapdchildren are coming along and saying,
1 well, maybe my grandmother, because my
] husband died 19 months ago, so it leaves
@ me there fighting you all by myself,
(0] I hate even 10 talk to anybody about it
11 because [ say, well, I'm a big gitl. I
1z can handle whatcver has to be done. But
1 look like you all are kind of bigger than
4 us with the money and all, you know, and
75T being able tocome and just push usout. — —
ity  Now,one thing you didn’t
07 say on there is, I remember years ago when
it} 'we had Mayor Morial in office, you talked
ns about the widening of the Industrial Canal
g and the bridge. You said that the bridge
=1 would come and it would come down at
2z Caffin Avenue. If it comes down at Caffin
3 Avenue, well, I'm going to be under the

{z¢) bridge.And then they talked then about
RS not giving you anything because they won't
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1 touch your property so you'll just be 0 Thank you, ma’am.
right down by the bridge trying to sun a & - ‘MR. DICHARRY:
@ business. And you weren't supposed to &l Steven Reimer?
i give us anythiog for it because we o MR. REIMER:

5 wouldn't be affected. We're going to be
& affected in any way you go.
rm  The two years? What are
(8 we going to do whilé you're constructing
@ - just the two years. If it was six
ne months, do you know, I wouldn’t have any
(1) monies 1o live off of? And then it's
1121 awful. And I think that you all could do
11 better than that and I wish you would do
4 better than that. And when you have a
15 meeting, let people know, I'm at 5119 St.
i15] Claude Street all day and half the night.
11 In the beauty salon and in the area,
ng nothing like this came, St Maurice Villa
na is way over on St. Maurice, way out of -
rg well, not out of the way but away from
p1 where you're going to be coming down.
2 - Had I known that I could
za have prepared myself to come and speak
124 intelligently and say, you know, and
5 prepare myself, but I'm not prepared but

1 I'm just telling you what I have on my

1z mind on the top of my head.

B  And then,Iwas looking

4 at, wondering what was your pians for, you
& know, like we're right there at the

te) Industrial Canal. When you start, if you

(M ever get to that point, and you're going

@ to be building the bridge, what kind of

@ monies - Are you going to move us

g someplace else, pay cash for the building
(1 that we're going to go in, give us a lot

na of money to hold us until we build another
{13] business and then pay us for our

14 aggravation? The money you're talking

i1 about is not enough just for me and

1] because, you know;, I worked hard. I

17 wotked hard. I worked scraping windows,
vy cleaning toilets, sclling real estate,

(1) going to college, trying to get an

o] education, rrying to send my children to
121) school. I did all of that, and then I put

{22 my money on St. Claude Street and then you
23 come and tell me that I can't stay there.
4 1 don’t think that’s fair.

5] COLONEL CONNER:

Page 166

8  Hello. My name is Steven
@® Reimer. My wife and I live at 3420
1 Burgundy in the Bywater Districe. My wife
= and I are fairly active in the Bywater
Neighborhood Association.
ne  Instead of making general
111 comments about your project, I'd like to
tt2) address myseif to what I regard as a very
113 specific flaw in the environmental
(14) anatysis and ask that it be addressed in
(15 any supplement that may be forthcoming, I
(19 also confine myself to the arca west of
p7 the Industrial Canal simply because I do
18 not know the Holy Cross area, the area
sy that's east, but I belicve that the
o effects are much the same.
[21] Your project clearly
2z acknowledges that you're going to have
(23 severe impacts on the $t. Claude corridor,
4 and in attempting to mmitigate those
es damages, you intend to perform some street

Page 168
i work, some repaving of St, Claude dnd also
i I believe some repaving of Franklin
Bl Avenue. While I'm in favor of that
) mitigation, I belicve that the underlying
{5 assumption to that is not correct, and
© that is that the primary flow of traffic
 is right up and down St. Claude. If you
i become familiar with the neighborhood west
© of the Industrial Canal, you'll find that
1) there are very few stop signs on streets
(11 parallel 1o the river, parallel is it to
(17 St. Claude.As a result, there's major
v secondary traffic flowing from, is it
4 Poland Street, is it to Franklin along
(155 most of the streets that are paraliel to
ne the fiver, As such, any disruption that
171 you may have along the St. Claude cortidor
g is also going to go ahead and have various
119 impacts on the associated neighborhoods.
2 And as a result, some good, some bad, but
[21] at the very least a more thorough taffic
@2 analysis I believe needs to be made in
=9 those particular areas.
29 There are somie mitigation

125 steps, some of which are fairly
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it) inexpensive, For example, reversing some
@ of the stop' signs to go ahead and have
@ traffic’ Ts out into St. Claude as opposed
) to allowing for thoroughtfare traffic
5 between the CBD and the Bywatcr
# neighborhood, for example, could be done.
7] But I believe that because of the fact
@ that yout project will impact St. Claude
B 1o a greater extent, clearly there's going
o to be damage, is it to the neighborhoods,
(1] is it west of the Industrial Canal based
2] upon traffic effects, and I would like to
{13 say as an additional is that street work
1141 be done in terms of analysis, perhaps some
s signage and hopefully some additional
g resurfacing Thank you,

i) COLONEL CONNER:
we)  Thank you, sit.

18] MR. DICHARRY:
iz  Cynthia Sumner.

21} MS. SUMNER:

2 Ihad hoped not to have

z3) to speak here tonight. It’s not something
@4) I'm entirely comfortable with. But sceing
125) as so many people have had to leave, 1

o) feel thae I have to come up here and say
‘@ something. I moved to Holy Cross because

{3} it is unlike any other place that I khow

i} of in New Orleans. It is a little piece

(5 of country out here. I ook out my window

&1 and I see green grass. You're going to

7 take that away. Not only do I see green

@] grass, I see kids playing on.it.Inan -

@ urban environment like this, like we have
pol in New QOricans, that is rare for those
1] children to have that. Would you want
127 your kids to be robbed of that? Would you
(13} want your children to be breathing the
n4) kind of dust and he exposed to the sorts

‘15 of toxic things thatare goingtobe

ne] floating around in the air when this kind
(1 of construction is going on? Do you have
te children? Does anybody up there have
18} children? Okay. Would you want
=20 supertankers and would you want barges
(z1] with toxic materials going through your
iz neighborhcod where they could possibly be
23 exposed to those kinds of things? Would
{241 you want that to happen to you? Think
iz5] about the people who live here, Who is it

el sales wef€ cut more than half. Thavea

{1 going to impact? It’s quality of life.
@ It's not just about money. There's no way
@ that you can teplace that. There’s no way
4 that you can compensate for what you're
5 about to tzke away.
] And,Idon’t know, I'm
@ just curious right now with you all who
@B are left, because I'm thinking time’s,
® running out tonight. Everybody’s tired.
et We all want to go home. I would like to
(11 hear a round of applause for those people
{177 who are opposed because I think you need
13 to hear who’s left, who's stuck it out to
4 show you that they don’t want this here.
1151 Could I hear that from you ail?
e C(Applause.)

7] COLONEL CONNER:
8 Thank you, ma’am,
[s) MR. DICHARRY:

pg  Celestine Walker,
en (No response.)

2z Kenncth Robinson.
z53 (No response.)

24 Kathy Randells.

es (No response.)

Page 172
m Charles Jones.
tz (No response.)
B Mark Brink.
M MR. BRINK:

1] I'm Mark Brink. I
16} represent Mark's Muffler Shop right up the
[ strect,
&) This project will have a
@ direct economic slowdown to my business.
(11 Three-quarters of my business is 2cross
1 the bridge and in other parishes.
1z Difficult access to my business will
n3 substantially hurt sales. In the past,
114 when the Claiborne bridge was broken, my

1161 14-year established location. This

17 project would interrupt my business

e terribly. I'm afraid my business, Miss

ne] Moore'’s business, Holy Cross, we'd have to
20y get up and leave or go out of business. I
21 just wanted to state. Thank you.

22 COLONEL CONNER:
23 Thank you.
[24] MR. DICHARRY:

251 JamesWilliams,
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(11 (No response.)

@  Calvin Aguilard.

@ (No response.)

(41 Danny Lewis.

15 MR. LEWIS:

61 Gentlemen, at this point,

m it's kind of like winning a lottery when

® your name comes up. [ 2am a real estate

@1 agent. I have only one question. That
1to] question is, what will the effects be of
11 11 years of work on the canal on real
17 estate values in the areas near the canai?
n3 A friend of mine who lives very close here
4 called me and saidt, "Danny, I've gota
15 copy of the draft report. I'd like for
(161 you to look it over. It's the real estate
17 supplement.” And I suppose he called me
181 because I was a real estate agent, not
ng because I like to read technical reports.
o) But in any case, many of you may have seen
1] this, New Lock and Connecting Channel
z2] Draft Elevation Report, Real Estate
23 Supptement. So what my friend asked me to
t24] do was look over this and dredge through
s the figures and see exactly what the Corps
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i said the effect on real estate values
@ would be of these proposed 11 years of
3 work.
M Well, okay. I got myself
{5 comfortable and I read this from cover to
% cover,and there is one thing on Page 15.
m It's the first paragraph. It says, "There
1) are no problems anticipated with the land
®m owners," "There are ro problems
ito) anticipated with the land owners.”
(] Now, it's possible I got
112 the wrong report, This is a real estate
(18] supplement. Maybe there’s another one,
n4) and if there is, naturally Pd like to see
(151 that. And I'm confident the Corps would
e make this repott available to any of you
(17} thar want it. But, you know, if you just
ne take Holy Cross here, you've got about
s 2500 homes in Holy Cross. About 2,000 of
o] them are occupied; the other 500 are
21 vacant. Their property is worth millions
3 of dollars,
<] Now, I'm not telling you
24 anything you don't know when I tell you
5] that it’s a fairfy good time for real
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Page 175
(1 estate in New Orleans. Things are not
iz booming but we all know oil’s pretty good,
@ the port’s pretty good. You can't even go
4 downtown because of visitors. It's a
15 fairly good time.The average home owner
1§ or business owner can expect a reasonabie
M appreciation on his or her property in
(@ this town,
] Now, you know, what'’s
1o reasonable, two percent, three percent,
i1 five percent 2 year.That depends on who
1z you ask. Nobody's got a crystal ball on
03 this. But the average home owner can
14 expect an increase in the value of their
15 property. Well, I think in this case,
61 with this particular work on the horizon
17 around the canal, that the averzge home
ie] owner in Holy Cross and Bywater and St.
19 Claude and Plaquemine and St. Bernard can
[20] expect a serious report on what the effect
{21] on real estate values will be. And they
ez don't have that. Thanks.

123 COLONEL CONNER:
124 Thank yon, sir,
1261 MR. DICHARRY:
Page 176
(1 Nilima Mwendo.
(@ MS. MWENDO:

(3 Good evening. I'm Nilima

4 Mwendo of the Lower Ninth Ward-Holy Cross
15) area. The maritime industry, the United

# States government and particularly the

m Corps of Engineers and the Port of New
5 Orleans are all going to benefit

® tremendously from this project. It's

1o estimated that it would generate billions
ny of dollars in increased revenue overa

#z period of time. The people of the four
na communities affected by this project

1141 should also benefit, This is an

5] opportunity for 2 win-win situation, yet
s the government is offering ¢crumbs in

(7 return for major disruption, upheaval and
e inconvenience to the people, to the

ne families in these communities for at least
o] 10 to 15 years. There will be various

@1 negative effects, physicaily,

12zt economically, socially and

13 psychologically, as a result of this

[24) project.

(25 What is the mitigation

Page 173 - Page 176 (46)

Min-U-Script®



PUBLIC MEETING RE INDUSTRIAL LOCK
REPLACEMENT PROJECT

Jamuary 27, 1997

Pagae 177
i) for these? I sat in a few of the
 Neighborhcod Working Group meetings and
i3 feit that the Port and Corps were there to
w) fulfill 2 mandate that said you have to
i5 get the participation of the
6] neighborhoods, period, not their approval
71 of the project, not 10 sct up ncgotiations
18 or to determine impacts and fair and
9] proper mitigation but to get
(19 participation.
{1 I can come to a meeting,
11z) say two words, and you can say I have
3 participated. It did not matter how many
(14) times in how many ways we said we did not
(s want this project. They kept trying and
(16 got from many the vision for this
(7 community. "Give us your vision,” they
118 continued to say, not that the vision
i:s; would be realized but so they coukd put on
tzo] paper and say we participated, end of
[21] StOry.
22 This feeling I had
123 following these few meetings triggered
24 unpleasant memories of documented
125 historical facts which the government has

Page 178
i been involved in, and I said to myself,
@ here we go again Representative Sherman
3 Copeland gave examples of recent unkept
@ promises, I have a few more dramatic
15 ones, some that go way back,
©  For example, we can go
* m back as far as to nearly the end of
te) slavery when ex-slaves were promised their
w 40 acres and a2 mule as an economic base
1o} upon which to establish themselves and to
111 recoup some of the payment for many years
17 of free labor. As you know, we are still
t13) fighting for our 40 acres and a mule
(14 through the Reparations Movement, repairs
15 for damages incufred from slaverydueto— —— — —
1s) the exploitation, discrimination and
1171 oppression of African Americans to this
18 present day.
it  Other examples, the
120) syphilisinjected expegiments on
@1 prisoners, the conscious small pox spread
27) to Native Americans, the Jim Crow laws of
iz5) the South; more recently, the payment of
[24) 4.8 million dollars to the 12 human guinea
25 pigs who in the 1940s were injected with
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{1 uranium and plutonium without their
knowledge and the U.S. government finally
@ admitting to its invoivement in 1996,
t after years of denial; the building of
ts1 hundreds of prisons a year to house those
® who are and who will be the discarded of
m society duc to welfare reform, drugs,
@ cuthacks in education and lack of jobs and
@ entrepreneurial opportunitics.
o With such a history, it
{1 is difficult to believe that the
nz government is for the peopie, for the good
13 of the people beyond its own agenda and
4 gain. Do I add the IHNC project to the
11s] list of examples of the Mississippi
& treatment of the common man, woman and
7 child, the family?
1al Let me bring it down home
(e to this situation. In the summer of 1995,
rea1 I submitted a written proposal to the Port
i1 and Corps as a suggested mitigation plan.
a1 Its basis was to promote selfsufficiency
3 and sclf-determination within the four
24 communities. The proposal was not
25 included in the Corps’ and the Port’s
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{11 minutes or in any of their mitigation

@ plans, including this fatest one.A

Bl portion of a line was included, totally

@ out of the proposal's context, saying that

1 this was one of the suggestions that the

[ community wanted., Sounds familiar?

1 Briefly, the proposal was

@ this. Additional to the direct mitigation

@ plans that already exist, this would be
0 the proposal: All vessels that use the
11 Industrial Canal would pay a fee. By the
12 way, this is not 2 new practice. In the
13 1920s when the Port owned the locks, each
114 vessel that used the canal was charged a
If1s tee ora ol Anyway,a portionofthat— ——
t1g] fee to go to the City of New Orleans for
(7] the four communities’ infrastructure and
r8 the remainder would be divided among the
t9) four communities, with the highest
ro percentage carmarked for the communities
121) suffering the greatest impact. Committees
2 from each community would determine how
iz the money would be spent in specific

@4 delineated areas in education, economic
2s] development, healthcare, housing, crime
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tl prevention and recreation, This idea will
1z allow the communities affected by this
©l major disruption to become more
@ selfsufficient and more self-determining.
51  [believe the proposal I
lei just briefly outlined would encourage and
1 maintzin the human dignity and respect of
i@ the families in onr commamities as welk as
® provide economic growth and development
e for the government and the maritime
(1) industry. Again, it couki be a win-win
13 situation. We do not accept the present
17 mitigation plan delineated in the IHNC
14} report.
18
1]
17
1e) Raymond Ambrose.
ns (No response.,)
=20 I have 1o apologize. I
121 don't know the first name here. But it's
1z "Loubolton.”" "Louboiton” is the last
iz3 name, from living on Flood Strect.

COLONEL CONNER:
Thank you, ma’am. :
MR. DICHARRY:

124] (No response.)
s Kelly Despaux or Despaux?
Page 182

11 (No response.)

@  The last name is

B M-E-G-EN, living on Dauphine Street,

# Rudoifo Mcgin?

B (Noresponse.)

#1  Etroll Damimi (phonetic)?

7 (No response.)

18] I'm sorry, did I-1

wi must have really butchered that one.
(16 MR. BEAN:
oy That’s quite all right,

21 I'm not him anyway. My name is Gary Bean
e and I'm not a stone’s throw away from the
14 St.Claude. I'm in the ten hundred block.
(18 And to me, this comes down to not just the
(8] community, because to me the community is
nn one,and each one of us, each and every

8 one of us, is one when we're looking at

ne this project that you're trying to thrust

0] down our throat, And I'm not only going
1 to be impacted directly. I'm pretty

@z certain I would be displaced. And my idea
21 of purchasing a home in the Bywater area
24 is like many of the people in the

[25) community's, in the old community’s, that

Page 183
(1) my vision is to live there, enjoy my life,
@ and aiso bave the oppottunity to heip
1 raise my grandchildren and leave them some
@ form of legacy of mine’s.
5 I'would like to know, you
1 know, because the mitigation money to me
m is definitely not enough.You'd have to
18 give it all to me for me to be satisfied.
@1 But at the same time, what am I going to
1o) gain out of the mitigation? In the ten
o hundred block right there on Poland
(17 Avenue, certainly my place will not
121 remain. Can the Corps of Engineers give
14 me back my 18 months of labor, not just by
115 myself, also with my fiancee, that I've
55 labored in my residence to build it and to
71 bring it back up, to build that community
re back up? The Corps cannot pay me enough
119y for that. Will the Corps take and move my
o] home, not just give me money to go and
{z1] purchase somewhetre else where - and
2z incidentally, I may be displacing someone
23] again, too. Will the Corps take and
(24 remove my home, period? That mean brick
s for brick, board for board, tile for tile,

Page 184
11 and put it in a place of my choosing,
1 because if the Corps cannot do that for
o me, then the Corps is not doing any good
wj for me nor is the Corps doing any good for
15 the community. If I have to leave the
@ community, the community little by little
[ just starts to die off. It'll be gone.
© The legacy of the Historic District, it’ll
i disappear. What's next?
ot And this is a big problem
111 with big government. It's always what’s
12 next. You are not beyond the people,. The
13 people is the government, or should I szy
114) the people are the government. When are
(t5) you all going to listen to us? I didn’t
1te] purchase in the Bywater for this project
#*n to come to me and say, well, you was able
{18 to obtain a piece of your goal but you
s must go. I'm not interested in going.
o) That is the reason that I purchased there.
211 1 want to live a fruitful life in that =
{zz1 area, in that community, with the
=% neighbors. I haven't been in there long

% enough to learn my neighbors. [ want that
5 opportunity to do that,
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M Tll go on record, ]

@ vehemently oppose this project. And I

2 also want to know an answer, does the

(4 Corps imend on pushing this down

5 everyone's throat? I want 2 direct

(5] answer, Will you remove nyy home in total

M the way it is?

8} If T wanted to live

] somewhere else where I can purchase a home
rie} that would not be affected by this, I
111 would have done 50.I purchased where I
n1zy purchased because this is where I want to
13 live, because the ambience of my home, the
(14 mitigation money witl never replace that,
151 not today, not tOMOITOW, DOt NExt year,
161 And I don’t want to be putting up with, as
{171 you $ay, an average of two years in cach
{va area. ] don't think I'm going to have to
(9 put up with it two years. If I want
t20] sonndproofing in my home, eventually at
(211 some point in time I can do that to
2 myself. I want air conditioning? I can
(231 do that myself.I doa’t need the Corps to
24 do that for me, What I need the Corps to
s do is to leave my home intact the way it

Page 185
11 going to wait if it was till midnight,

@ You understand what I'm saying? All I

(23 want to say is, as I've been saying since

w1 day one of this project, we started this

1 thing about four or five years ago, this

(6 recent project, and at that point, I think

m it was Congresswoman Boggs who said the
) project will not go forward ~ there was a

[t meeting at the Holy Cross Neighborhood
10) Association - uatil such time as all

(1] parties come to an agreement as to if and
1z) what they want. Do they want 2 project,
119 do they not want a project. We weat

14 through the whole - we had the usuals,

119 We had the industry. We had the Corps,

116] We had the Port. We had the neighbothood
117 associations, And everybody that wanted
118} to participate participated.

(19} Since that first initial

20 mecting, cveryone from the businesses in
{211 the community, the neighborhood

1225 associations, the churches, the general

(23 everyday citizen, has been saying no.

{24 Tonight, I got here when you all started

25) and every speakcr, political, business

w is and where I can be in peace and
| coatinue raising my life out where I am
1] and to help raise my grandchildren And
41 no shaking of any heads or just looking
5} and staring because I know all of those
11 things is going to make me feel any
1 better. What I want is the project to go
&) away, petiod. Thank you,
© COLONEL CONNER:
pa Sirwe dido't get your
(+1) last name. Could you give that to us,

112 please?

() MR. BEAN:

14  Yes, sir. It's Bean,

115] B-E-A-N.

116} COLONEL CONNER:
un Thank you.,

118t MR. DICHARRY:

(1) David Bradshaw.
oy (No response.)
{21) Koto Livingston.
221 (No responise.)

=3 Larry Spencer.
24 MR. SPENCER:

zss  Thanks anyway but I ' was

Page 187
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) assoctation, just Joe Blow citizen that
has walked up to this mike, has said no.
@ The only folk I have seea come up here and
{4 said yes was the barge industty and ail
& the people who’s going to be using this
1) facility grossing about a million dollars
M a day of the fruits of our suffering,
© because that's what you're going to have,
® Okay? What you will bave here, and let’s
{11 not play games about the economny and all
1) the good things it’s going to do for New
it Orleans, because what it's going to do for
1139 New Orlcans is minimal. It's mininxal
(14 because what'’s going to come through that
1ts] lock is going to go Mcmphis, Tennessee,
its1 Baton Rouge or wherever up the Mississippi
1t they need to go.It's a short route for
pel container ships. And for jobs? The
119 industry as it is right now will handle
201 whatever’s coming through those locks
1 without any infusion of jobs.
(2] Be real about it. Let's
1z3) take the mirrors, you know, and turn them

4 backwards, put the fan on and blow the
81 smoke out the room. Okav? The
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i1 realization is, the econemic impact on in shipping industry is going to make 365
@ this city will be a drop in the bucket to @z million doliars when this thing is
1 the economic impact of the one major @ completed, a year. You multiply that by
{4) special interest group in this country # teft years and look a¢ the economic itmpact
11 that's one of the biggest in the world, @ they’re going to have. They want this
igt and also the shipping industry. @ thing and you, being Mr. Good Guy and
1  Now, you want to come @71 wanting everything to mn smoothly and.do
@ here and throw sand and peanuts at me and ts good for the industry, okay, you tell the
@ say 33 million dollars. I'm not going to @ industry, they come down here, not the
na rehash the points that was made whereas 1o Corps, not the Port, the industry, the
111 half of this mediation plan is actually 2 11 shipping magnets, the Onassis clans and
11z part of the opetation plan, but we're 11z the Sea/Lands and the Puerto Rican marinas
(13 going to dispense with that, We're not 13 and all of these folks that are making
(14 going to go there. It's been there. tta} these billions and trillions of dollars.
15 We've been there, When you go to Congress 15 Tell them to come down here and put some
ie and present this wonderful package of ne] money on the table, straight-up hard cash
(7 ‘yours, these folk, if they agree to it, (7] money if you want to talk about doing
ite there is nothing in that mitigation plan et something in this community. And then I'm
u9 that you could promise me going to happen rie still opposed to it, but be real and don't
@0 to my community because if you go to o scll these people a mediation plan where
21 Congress with my blessing and Congress p1 you don't have a penny to back it up with
w2 say, well, let’s do the project, we don't 22} and ain’t got no guarantee you're going to
23 have to do mediation. Everybody in here {z3) get a penny. Let's be real.
iz4) talking about losing your job and all 24 Iknow you saved me till
(25 this, afl that's going down the tubes. (25 last 50 everybody’s gone and don’t hear
Page 180 Page 192
111 You don't have a penny, You cannot put a r1 this, but I want my comments put in your
@ dime in no bank for no mediation. Okay? 1 plan verbatim. Thank you.
3] You want to seil us something? You want @l COLONEL CONNER:
14 to be real with us? Bl Thank you.
i/  If, and I'm totally 15 . MR. DICHARRY:
1 distanced by that, but if it should ¢  Phil Arnolds.
@ happen, here's the mediation plan I have m (No response.)
m in plan.You go to the folk who are going ®  The remaining cards that
@ to make the money, the shipping industry, © 1 have here have question marks whether
oy tell them to put 2 billion dollars in an (o] they want to make statements or not.
(111 account and sit it on that table and say, 1 Instead of reading all of these names out,
(27 here's yout mediation plan, four 1121 unless you want me to, sir, they didn’t
13 communities, do what you want with it and pa know for sure if they wanted to make
(14} have your community, But this whole 4] statements or not,
(ts] mediation thing is just like them folks ps  Denise Pruitn?
(t) with "Mr. No" got caught, it's smoke.You 1e (No response.)
p7 cannot tell me you're going to air L) Robert E. Jackson?
na condition nobody's house or do nothing in na (NO response.)
5] nobody’s house because you don’t have a e Do you want to continue
0] dime to do it and if Congress don't give 20 to read them or — Okay. Noreen Scott?
(1 it to you, you can't do it. So don't sit B1 {No response.)
@z here and tell me about all the things =  Alberta Graf? Eddiec -
23 you're going to do for these folks when @3 oh, Pm sorry. Alberta?
4 You ain’t got a dime 10 back it up with, (24} Ms. GRAF:
s In ope year’s petiod, the 29 Yes.My name is Alberta
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i) Graf, For those older residents from this
area, I'm Alberta Grun Retif Graf. "Grun”
»] won't mean very much to you gentlemen. My
@1 grandfather was William Grun, and in the
15 early 1900s, he set up a pharmacy on
1@ Dauphine Street on the corner of Flood and
M Dauphine._ It was his entrance into his
@ career as 2 pharmacist.And then the
Bt Corps of Engineers annonnced the
ue possibility of a canal being put through.
rn Idido't come prepared 1o
i1z speak. I came prepared to support the
13) Bywater Association, of which Iama
14 member of the board of directors, And my
ps) interest of course has always been with
ne) Holy Cross but I just didn’t participate
17 in that group because I've been out of
(ta] town for a while,
ne 1 decided to speak
1z0] because this is deja vu again. My
l21] grandfather was one of the ones that said
123 no to the Corps, but the Corps put the
4] canal there anyway. He was displaced, his
24 business, from Dauphine Street to St.
ea Claude Avenue. And in the course of 50 or
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{!l mitigation to compensate for the
iz disintegration of 2 neighborhood which has
@ graduaily deteriorated? The Iady who has
# the business on St. Claude, it’s going to
8 go.The people who have mentioned all the
5] other things that might happen to the
m neighborhood and described to you the
i poverty in this neighborhood, your.
® organization created that.You made a
po; handicapped neighborhood. You brought
(1] this neighberhood a handicap. Do you
12 really want to be part of a group now that
113 not only continues the handicap but makes
(4 it a quadriplegic? Do you teally want to
rs| do that?
pe AndIask you, sir, isn't
7 this 2 done deal anyway? If it isn’t, why
18] were the politicians, the political people
ne and the major maritime interests allowed
pa to speak before the people had time to do
1 their say? They have bad to leave. They
¢z have businesses and careers and
ra professions and jobs and work to run to
24 tomorrow, They had to leave.And so 1
@5 ask you again, are you going to make this

M 1lihq: fast 25 years, I heard and was told
" and then saw of a gradual disintegration
P of ncighborhoods that had been a very
1 viable patt of New Orleans, creating a
@ pocket which many people here have
i1 described already. I, too, rode the
@ streetcar over the Industrial Canal bridge
1) when thére was one going to Tulane
1 University. I have returned after being
o) away from the city for about 15 years.
111 T've been here in the Jast five.And I
127 have seen sad, sad disintegration brought
na; about by actions of the Corps of Engineers
_{14] 1o an historic arca with much rich
i} heritage.And so Thad to speak toask
el you gentlemen and those that you
(173 represent.
ng  In 1923, there was
(1s) mitigation to the people then, too, and
(20 part of the mitigation was a huge party
@1 thrown on 2 barge going thtough the canal,
iza1 And my mother was at the head of that
122 barge 2s 2 young woman and she lived to
124 tell many years the story of the
[25) excitement of that barge, But was that

Page 195

Page 194
11 a quadriplegic area? If you are, why not

@ just take the whole community and tell us
m now.Thank you.

"l COLONEL CONNER:
B  Thank you.

el MR. DICHARRY:

m  Eddie Latte (phonetic)?

B (No response.)

)| Gilbert, Gifbrecht Coker?
na (No response.)

1 Mark Gonzales?

nz (No response.)

#13  Mary Patsy Story.

n4 (No response.)

ps  Thatsallthecards. — ~—  —— ——
ne] Does anybody clse have anything to say or

[17] want to -

1) COLONEL CONNER:
pg  Give us your full name,

20 please.

23 MS. STANLEY:

22 I'm Evelyn Stanley. 1
23 live at 723 Caffin Avenue.I've beena

{24 resident in this neighborhood for 70 years
125 itt the same house. I would just like to
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11 offer this man this real estate card so (11 know say that if anything goes down here,
@ that when he comes 10 move to New Orleans, ta like if the bridges are moved or anything,
@ we can find him a house down here so he @ that they will move out.And I know for
4l can enjoy with us all the problems that # sure that 90 percent of the people that I
15 we're going to go thiough, & know that rent, a2nyone who can afford to,
® COLONEL CONNER: @ ‘will lcave and live somewhere else and
m  Thank you, ma'am. Do we m that will leave most of the community
# have other folks in the audience who would 8 empty because there’s a lot of rental
@ like to address the group? to] units here, And if people move out, then
1o MR. CHANDLER: ng the few of us who can't go anywhere else
111 My name's Chris Chandler t11) will be stuck here with 90 percent
itz and I'd like to congratuiate the Colonel 112y abandoned houses, and we all know what
113 and anyone else in the room that was na happens when that’s like. It's like the
14 involved in the production of the video, n4 crime will skyrocket and I'll be afraid to
18] I think that it was one of the finest 15 go home or 1o leave my home,
tie] pieces of propaganda that this army or any pne  And also, about the
o7 other army has ever produced. And I'd (7 bridge, and a lot of people have tatked
ve) also like to say that if the U.S, Army ne about putting in higher bridges and
1 Corps of Engineers is about protecting big 19 everything, and I 2iso know that most of
19 business, then you are doing a great job. iz the people 1 know are very poor and they
1] But I personally fee! that the United i211 have bicycles or they walk and there’s no
122 States of America is about a much higher 2 way to walk ot bicycle across the
23 ideal about protecting the lives of @a) mid-range bridges and there’s no proposal
(24) everyday people.And so, therefore, I'd 12¢) for people with bikes to go, like if they
5 like to recommend that if this video is s took out the bridge, to be able to get
Page 198 Page 200
i1 used in the United States Congress to (11 across the canal. And you can't just, you
@ pitch this project, that I would like to @ know, take the bus and then walk if you're
® recommend that whoever was involved in the 13 used to your - people that go all the way
i production of it go on trial for lying to @ Uptown on their bicycles like twice a day.
= Congress.Thanks. = 1 mean, it sounds crazy to those of us
® COLONEL CONNER: (6 with cars, but a lot of people survive by
m  Thank you.Yes, ma'am. 1 their bicycle.And there's, you know, no
B MS. CRUZ: 8 way for them to be able to get across the
© My name's Kathleen Cruz @ bridge.
(i and I live on the end of Jourdan Avenue at poy  And also I wanted to, I
t11) the river and I'm here because I'm afraid. [11] was going to say again about the levee
1121 I came to this neighborhood only like 2 1121 being grass and just how like there's a
v3 year and a half 2go, and the minute I (13 sense of peace here and it’s, you know,
ne moved here, I already met neighbors five (14 again, a very special thing fora city to
(19 blocks away.And most neighborhoods and s have peace.And people bring their kids,
1a cities, you barely know the person beside g they drive their kids from other parts of
117 you except to nod.And I've never felta (17) the city to come to our small section of
¢ sensc of commmmnity anywhere except for way 11y the levee that has the grass so they can
119 out in the country that we have here.And p9 fish. They show them the boats, And ail
2o 1think it’s really important to have like o) different kinds of people come. It’s not
@1 neighbors and friends, and that's what @21 just one group_It's not just the people
1221 makes you safe in a city is to know the 221 who live right there. People drive their
25 people around you, 128 kids over to play like in front of my
@4  AndI've had several of @4 house.And it's a beautiful thing and it
1251 the people who are the neighbors that 1 221 helps keep the neighborhood safe and it
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(] makes me want to live here. And T just
1 bought a house this year after living in
w this neighborhood only for less than a
4 year. I purchased a home here because I
@ loved it so much. Thank you.
8 COLONEL CONNER:
m  We dida't get your last
1 name, Could we get that, please?
© Cruz?
pa Other speakers?
[ MS. RICE:
02 Good evening. My name is
113 Julianna Christiani Rice and I live in the
e Holy Cross Neighborhood Association. And
(15 one of my main concerns is, when the
117 bridge is out, I can remember when the
un Claiborne bridge was down a couple of
{1e) years ago, ] was walking in different
1% areas in the morning just trying to get to
o work, We don't have big executives in
{21 this community like other areas. We have
[22) poor people trying to raise their
iz3) families. [ could bave made a deal with
124 my boss so that I can go in later and work
128 later. There's a lot of people down here

Page 201

11 merchant seaman, he does wotk on a ship,
@ Idon’t want them in my neighborhood.
@  And that’s all] have to
i@ say. But I'm just thinking about the poor
& people who will have to go because there
{6} were mornings when I was walking from home
[ across the bridge to get, trying to get to
e work, and ot a lot of people would be
tg] able to say, well, I can tcll my boss,
10 well, I'm come in at 9:00 and I'll work
n1 until 6:00 in the afterncon. A ot of
pnz people can’t do that. They don’t have
13 that option. It’s cither you get here on
(14 time or go. So that’s all I have to say.
ns Thank you.
(18] COLONEL CONNER;
ttn  Thank you.
(18} Anyone else care to speak
(e tonight? Yes, ma’am?
(=4 MS. GRAF;
ey Ithink we've talked a
(23 lot about what could happen and most of
24 it, all of it, has been negative except
[z41 for the maritime interests. I just wanted
(25} to say that this was a neighborhood that

i1 who can't do that. And I know

i subsequently lots of people probably will

P lose their jobs, their little $4.75-an-

@ hour job. What is going to bappen with

i those people?

7] My other concemn is, I

m have a few pieces of property in this

@l arca. When the construction goes and my

m tenznts decide 1o go, who is going to
11g reimburse me when I~ loss of income? 1
(11 would like to kaow that, because I don’t
11z ‘want a handout from anybody. 'm a
13 foreigner and I come here and I work hard.
14 1 don’t want you to do anything for me.
{15 Just give me the oppottunity. And all 'm
(16 saying, this is a wonderfut neighborhood
(71 since I live - 1 lived in NewYork and [
1) moved down here 13, 14 years ago. I lived
ns on the satne street. I have four ot five
o) pieces of property on the same street. 1
[21] 'want you to take your project and shove is
2 somewhere else, We don't want it here. I
23 don’t want to inbale the toxic stuff that
{24) i8 going to be coming down with those
25 tankers, My husband does work, is
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(11 had a quality of life to it. Many of the
[z people, the last young Iady that spoke of
@ the quality of life on the levee, I was
4 blessed to grow up with that in spite of
= the Industrial Canal bridge. My mother
@ had grown up with more of that because she
1 could get on the streetcar at Dauphine and
i Flood and go all the way up to Canal
1 Street and the Central Business District
111 on Dauphine Street because there was no
{11) canal,
wz  Ithink the only thing
tta1 that the Corps really needs to think about
{14 is, if you do have to go through with such
“[um @ project and irdoes havew bedinthis — —
11 fourdistrict community or four historic
(11 neighborhood area, can you really return
118 the quality of life that existed here?
{159 Czn you really return that? I don't think
fz0) you can, putting in that kind of a
1211 project.And I think that’s important to
iz every one of these people that are are
3 here still yet tonight and that have been
(24 here this evening. It's quality of life
{253 we're talking about. On one side of the
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m ledger, and it's maritime, monetary 11 Bywater, you heard an awful lot from Holy
{1 interests on the other side of the ledger. 12 Cross,and you didn’t hear an awfut lot or
@  AndTlleave you with 2 i3 that much from the other communities.
t4] question again, Which would you be proud 4 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:
[ to go saying that you had achieved? Thank @  Ijust wanted to say one
6 you, 1 thing that Representative Copeland, he
m COLONEL CONNER: m really opposed it. Now; he’s our
@  Thank you, Mrs. Graf, i@ representative for the other side of St.
i) Senator? @ Claude all the way to Florida. I spoke
19) SENATOR JOHNSON: 1o with him the other day.And he and the
n1  Colonel, let me - I know 1) other group of people does not want this
(g we're about to close down. I just want to {12 project to go through.
13 try and close down tonight by saying (13} COLONEL CONNER:
na something. You've heard an awful lot from (4 Yes, ma’am.Thank you.
115 Holy Cross and Bywater, but I certainly (s Senator?
(el want the recosd to reflect that it is not el SENATOR DEAN:

v just those two neighborhoods that are

(18) adamantly opposed to this project. The

n9 neighborhoods over on the other side of
@ St. Clande, on the other side of Claiborne
B Avenue, you frankly didn’t hear an awful
iz3 lot from those neighborhoods on tonight.
@23  But those of us,and

24 there are a couple or three people who

1251 came up and said something about elected

1 officials speaking first and it’s a done
i deal. You know, I want the record to
) clearly reflect where all of us arc as
) elected officials that I know of,
® including the Mayor of the City of New
i8] Orleans. I'm not attempting to speak for
m the Mayor but I have spoken to him.There
8 is no question about where we stand on
i# this issue. And I want to make it
i perfectly clear, perfectly clear, because
111 I don’t want the record to reflect
(171 anything that is not the case. Every
n3 elected official 1 know who represents the
14) people in this district, every elected
ng official 1 know that represents the people
i in this district, is opposed to this
(17 project, is adamantly opposed to it.The
ne) people who live on the cther side of St.
e Claude, the people who live on the other
iz side of Claiborne Avenue, I live on the
et} other side of Claiborne Avenue. I live at
2z 2223 Deslonde Street, Those people are
23] adamantly opposed to this project.And I
24 just want the record to clearly reflect
(25 that because you heard an awful lot from
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i1 I'wish you had let us

18 speak last, I would like the record to

ne] show I'm still here, I've had an earful.

eo Fve learned a lot.Thank you.

R1] COLONEL CONNER:
221 Thank you, sir. Other

23 comments? Yes, sir.

[24) UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:
125) I would like to say one

Page 208
1 more thing. Have you thought about what
i3 this project is going to do to your
@ reputation as the Corps of Engineers if
@] it’s a very unpopular project which you
15 try to push through in spite of the will
) of the peopie here? Have you thought also
i1 of the project cost, how increased it
e} might be if 50,000 peopie don't want it?
% What a struggle that will be, as project
(19 cost.
(12 COLONEL CONNER:
pa  1want to thank you all
r9) for coming tonight and especially for
114 those of you that stuck it out till the
p5 bitter end here. My hat's off to you for
e that, I truly appreciate your comments.
{17] I learned a lot this evening and I
vg guarantee that [ will take each and every
ns] one of your comments to heart as I review
o this project.And I remind you that the
@1 public review period is not over, and if
22 you have additional people that you know
23] that didn't have the opportunity to be

=4 here this evening or if you yourselves
1251 have additional thoughts, you still have
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i) until the 24th of February to get that
(@ information to me. So I encourage you to
B exercise that avenue.
4} Being no further comments
18 from the floor, I call this meeting
© adjourned. .
m
-
]
(o)
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SECTION 1b

RESPONSES TO ISSUES RAISED






Responses to pertinent comments made at the IHNC Lock public meeting held at Holy Cross
School on January 27, 1997.

Senator Johnson

Page 22, Lines 5 - 22. Impacts of the project are not commensurate with the suggested
amount of mitigation.

Senator Dean

Page 32, Lines 4 - 14. A low-rise bridge was chosen as the replacement bridge at St. Claude
Avenue as a result of meetings with adjacent residents who were concerned with visual impacts
and externalities associated with elevated roadways through residential neighborhoods. In
addition, displacement of residents and businesses was a major concern that is avoided by
retaining a low-rise bridge at St. Claude Avenue.

Representative Copelin

Comments noted.

Representative Warner

Page 51, Line 13 - Page 53, Line 2. While we agree that a new vehicular bridge, mid-rise or
high-rise, is needed at Florida Avenue for better traffic flow and improved hurricane evacuation
over the Industrial Canal, we do not have the authority under the lock replacement project to
include any work at that location. The State of Louisiana has been planning for a new bridge at
that location for a number of years. It is assumed that a new bridge there is in the without project
condition.

Representative Odinet

Page 53, Line 16 - Page 54, Line 7. While it is agreed that a new vehicular bridge, mid-rise
or high-rise, is needed at Florida Ave. for better traffic flow and improved hutricane evacuation
over the Industrial Canal, the Corps does not have the authority under the lock replacement
project to include any work at that location. The State of Louisiana has been planning for a new
bridge at that location for a number of years. It is assumed that a new bridge there is in the
without project condition.

Mr. Johnson (representing Representative Naomi Farve)

Comments noted.

Representative Morrell

Comments noted.



Councilwoman Hazeur-Distance

Comments noted.

Mr. Brown

Comments have been considered in the reformulated community impact mitigation plan.

Ms. Blaise

Comments noted.

Mr. Welils

Comments noted.

Ms. Penny Thompson

Page 76, Lines 16-23. The difference in impacts between a shallow-draft lock and a deep-
draft lock are minor, relative to the overall impacts of either plan. Construction time, right-of-
ways required, noise generated, sizes of bridges, emissions from construction equipment,
levee/floodwall realignments, and effects on cultural resources and recreational opportunities
would be the same. There would be some additional dredging required for the deep-draft plan,
but this construction item would not cause additional impacts to the nearby commaunities. The
major difference between the shallow and deep-draft lock plans, that would be noticeable by
local residents, would be the periodic presence of large ships moving through the lock and canal
with the deep-draft lock in place. The ships would likely carry similar types of products as the
barges currently using the lock. An additional impact would be the vehicular delays caused by
bridge openings for each ship that transits the canal.

Page 76, Lines 24 thru Page 77, Line 15. The plans for bridge improvements at Florida
Avenue are somewhat complicated. The U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) has declared the existing
Florida Avenue Bridge a hazard to navigation. The USCG has issued an Order to Alter to the
Port of New Orleans for replacement of the bridge. The replacement bridge will provide greater
horizontal clearance than the existing bridge, but will provide for the same level of rail and
vehicular traffic - two rail lines and two traffic lanes. The bridge would improve vehicular traffic
by providing a more reliable crossing. The USCG is handling the bridge replacement under their
categorical exclusion authority, therefore no Environmental Assessment/Finding of No
Significant Impact or Environmental Impact Statement has been prepared.

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LDOTD) and the City of
New Orleans have been planning for a new bridge across the IHNC at Florida Avenue for many
years. A preliminary draft environmental assessment was prepared by the LDOTD in 1994, but
was not released to the public. Since then, modifications to the design of the planned bridge
have been proposed. As of now, we understand that some state funds are available for
construction of a new bridge, but not enough for completion of the project. In the draft version
of our report, the tentatively selected plan relied upon a new Florida Avenue bridge to pass
detoured traffic across the IHNC during periods when the St. Claude Avenue and Claibome
Avenue crossings were out of service. The recommended plan in the final report includes a
temporary bridge at St. Clande Avenue. In addition, a more detailed investigation of the
replacement bridge at Claiborme has reduced the outage for vehicular traffic to a few weeks.



These bridges eliminate the reliance on a new bridge at Florida Avenue to handle detoured
traffic.

Page 77, Line 16 thru Page 78, Line 8. An intensive effort was made over a number of years
to identify all potential historic properties to be impacted by this project. A small ibrary of
reports was produced by professional cultural resource firms including historical research,
architectural studies, visual and aesthetic studies, and archeological investigations. These reports
were coordinated with the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). A
representative of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and the SHPO visited the area
and discussed the project with the Corps of Engineers and neighborhood groups. A
memorandum of agreement will be executed at the appropriate time. Social impacts of
construction of the new lock on the neighborhoods were addressed in social impact studies.

Both the IHNC Lock and the St. Claude Bridge are eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places. Mitigation for their destruction will be recordation to the standards of the
Historic American Engineering Record. This is a standard mitigation method that is used
frequently throughout the United States.

Page 78, Line 9 - 22. Estimations of volatile organic compound emissions from construction
equipment have been added to the EIS and Environmental Appendix. The emissions have been
determined to be below the threshold which would require a determination of conformity with
the State Implementation Plan.

Page 79, Line 12. The wall that was envisioned in the draft report is necessary to protect
residents from riverine flooding, given the constraints of not relocating any residents. While the
final design will not be decided until the detailed engineering and design phase, the Corps plan
has changed to include a “fold-down” floodwall that wouldn’t obscure the view during most of
the year. It would have to be raised when the gauge at Carroliton reaches 15 feet. This is
estimated to occur about 23 days each year on average. Such a design would maintain the flood
protection required for the Mississippi River.

Page 79, Lines 12-19. Revisions to the plan as a resuit of comments received during the
review period include a temporary bridge at St. Claude Avenue. As a result, we do not expect a
loss in efficiency. In other words, traffic will continue to flow over the canal during construction
of the project. Response times will not be significantly impacted.

Page 79, Line 19 thru Page 80, Line 8. The Corps is planning to recornmend that monies for
mitigation be appropriated up front and that mitigation be accomplished from the very beginning
of the project. Preconstruction mitigation is a very real possibility. The reality is that actual
implementation of mitigation will be governed by appropriations from Congress. During the
NWG process we attempted to develop a conceptual framework for the plan. We will continue
to develop the plan. The details with community participation will be developed once funding is
approved for the construction of the project.

Page 80, Lines 23 - 25. The location for the proposed lock at the IHNC site was selected
because it is the best from both an economic and environmental standpoint, not because of
political clout.

Brother Walsh

Page 84, Lines 8-13. As aresult of these comments and similar comments from some of the
businesses, the plans have been revised to provide for a temporary bridge at St. Claude Avenue
which will provide uninterrupted traffic across the canal for Holy Cross students. Innovative



construction methods that result in shorter vehicular outages at Claiborne Avenue will
significantly minimize the disruptions there.

Page 85, Line 3 thru Page 86, Line 7. The floodwall is required to provide the protection
necessary to prevent the Lower Ninth Ward from river flooding. A “fold-down” floodwall has
been incorporated into the revised plan to minimize the visual obstruction for all but one month
out of the year, on average. The Corps will evaluate alternative methods of protection for that
area in the engineering and design phase of the project.

Mr. Armingeon

Reviewers should be directed to the January 27, 1997 letter from the Lake Pontchartrain
Basin Foundation for responses.

Mr. Gonzales

Comments noted.

Mr. Gegenheimer

See response on p 9 (Mr. Hanzo). The Corps is addressing some of the more critical areas of
erosion along the MRGO under different authorities. The lock project is a separable element of
the MRGO authority.

Mr. Holmes

Page 96, Lines 11-16. The limits of the dredged material disposal site along the MRGO
have been refined. No dredged material would be deposited in St. Bernard Parish.

Page 96, Line 19 thru Page 97, Line 6. The reason a low-level bridge is being proposed at
St. Claude is because of the concerns by the Holy Cross and Bywater neighborhoods. They
insisted that they would only accept a low-level bridge that accommodates the current level of
traffic. They wanted to preserve the neighborhood character and not induce more traffic along
the St. Claude Avenue where there are numerous school zones not far from the canal and in close
proximity to the bridge.

Page 97, Lines 7-22. Although it is only a very small portion of the waterborne traffic, ship
traffic is expected to increase in the future, even with the existing lock. Additional deep draft

traffic induced by the new lock amounts to one additional ship every three days on an average
annual basis.

Mr. Larsen

Comments noted.



Mr. Savoie

Page 108, Lines 3-5. The area proposed for dredged material disposal is on the south bank
of the MRGO, inside of the hurricane protection levee system. The limits of the disposal site has
been refined and it is all within Orleans Parish.

Page 108, Line 20 thru Page 109, Line 6. The purpose of deepening the lock to 36 feetis to
allow access to ships expected to utilize Port facilities. However, the ovemriding justification for
replacing the existing lock is to accommodate existing and future shallow draft traffic.

Mr. Kinsler

Comments noted.

Mr. Cooper

Page 112, Lines 13-14. Notices of the public meeting were mailed out as soon as
arrangements were confirmed for the subject public meeting. Actual receipt of the notices is
beyond the control of this agency.

Page 112, Line 15. The notices were mailed out on January ¢ and January 10, 1997.

Page 112, Line 15-16. Approximately 850 notices were mailed out. In addition news
releases were sent to all of the local media (radio, television and the print media).

Page 112, Lines 16-18. Some notices were sent out with the right date listed but the wrong
day of the week identified. A news article with the right information appeared in the local
newspaper shortly after the error was brought to our attention.

Page 112, Lines 20-24. All churches (approximately 100) in the zip code 70117 were sent
notices. However the notices may not have reached them in time for publication in their bulletins
as some bulletins are preprinted a couple of weeks ahead of time.

Page 112, Line 24 thru Page 113, Line 3. Notices were sent to elected officials in the area,
representatives of organizations, members of the neighborhood working group, the navigation
working group, and numerous organizations including environmental organizations, libraries,
and universities.

Page 113, Lines 8-10. The public meeting was scheduled at a time when key personnel were
available, and a facility large enough to accommodate the expected crowd was available. The
review period was extended until February 24 initially and later until March 3, 1997.

Page 113, Lines 10-14. The meeting held on the 22nd of January was originally scheduled
for the "Huddle" at Holy Cross School. It was changed at the Jast minute by Holy Cross School
because of a conflict with one of their fund-raising activities. The school did have someone
helping direct people to the new meeting location in another building.

Page 113, Lines 17-19. The Times Picayune was sent copies of the news releases in
conjunction with the meeting. The Corps does not control the timing of publication of news
items in the Times Picayune.



Page 113, Lines 19-20. News releases were furnished to the local newspapers, television
and radio stations.

Page 113, Lines 21-23. Transplanting of trees is addressed in Table 1 (page EIS-10), Section
5.3.20.1 (page EIS-83), Section 5.3.20.4.1. (page EIS-84), and section 5.3.20.4.2. (page EIS-85)
of the draft report. The trees are addressed in the same sections, but not necessarily on the same
pages in the final EIS.

Page 113, Lines 21 thru Page 114, Line 4. The mitigation plan recognizes that the trees
along the existing lock are considered to be visually part of the community green/open space.
The report recognizes that the Bywater Neighborhood Association made the recommendation
that the trees be saved if at all possible. The only way of doing that would be to attempt to
transplant them. According to local arborists, they indicate that they can save some of the trees.

Page 114, Lines 4-5. There are two reasons why the trees are dying. First, there was a
ruptured water line under two of the trees that cansed them to die and second many of the trees
are infested with Formosan termites. Upon site investigation by one of the district's landscape
architects and the New Orleans Park and Parkways personnel in 1996, it was noticed. They
recornmended that the infested trees be treated by a licensed pest control company with a
pesticide.

Page 114, Lines 6-10. The Corps conducted an inventory and assessment of the trees in
August 1995. It included mapping the location, documenting the circumference, diameter, and
condition at that time. The trees were fertilized and pruned in 1996.

Page 114, Lines 11-15. Yes, our landscape architect did contact the Disney horticultural
department in 1994. At that time they indicated that they have saved large trees with mixed
success. Trees over 24" in diameter have not been moved with full success. The trees over 24"
have suffered and not fully recovered. They suggested calling a local tree company in the New
Orleans area. The New Orleans District then contacted a local tree company (Bayou Tree
Service, Inc.).

Page 114, Lines 15-17. A formal report was not prepared. Telephone inquiries with
appropriate local tree experts were made.

Page 114, Lines 18-24. The Coast Guard currently employs 300 persons. Most of their
employees patronize the on-site cafeteria and other government-sponsored services. Because of
this, the impact of their relocation would be minimal to nearby merchants. In addition, the Coast
Guard is looking at other sites along the canal, and may relocate close to their current location.

Page 114, Line 24 - Page 115, Line 3. The SPCA was not specifically notified of the public
meeting. The project should not significantly impact the SPCA.

Page 115, Lines 4-11. It is possible that the apprenticeship programs will benefit from the
lock project in that the demand for trained personnel will increase. Monies have been included
in the mitigation plan for training, and Mr. Gaudet's facility is one of several facilities that could
benefit from the program.

Page 115, Lines 11-15. The Bywater station of the US Post Office delivered many of the
notices for the public meeting.

Page 115, Lines 15-17. This project is not expected to adversely impact their operations.
Likewise, mail service should not be adversely impacted.



Page 115, Lines 18-21. Mr. Williams was sent a notice of availability of the report and a
copy of the report was furnished to his office in response to a request from his office.

Page 115, Line 21 thru Page 116, Line 2. No, Mr. Williams has not been asked to provide
professional advice concerning property values.

Page 116, Line 8-20, The final repoxt does not include that statement.

Page 116, Line 23 thin Page 117, Line 2. Mass transit is beyond the scope of the authority
of the Corps and the project. The provision of rail on the bridge would allow the RTA to
eventually accomplish their long range plan of providing a streetcar line down to the Parish line.
The Corps is providing a capability for this to happen at some point in time in the future.

Mr. Watson

Page 122, Lines 8-14. Concem for business and residential disruptions due to bridge
closures prompted more detailed investigation into bridge replacement options. A temporary
bridge has been added for St. Claude Avenue that will prevent the outage described in the draft
report. Inclusion of innovative construction methods at the Claiborne Avenue bridge has
lowered costs and minimized vehicular outages to a few weeks.

Mr. King

We have recognized the perception of local residents that real estate values have been
negatively impacted and have considered that in formulating the final mitigation plan.

Mr. Doucette

Page 124, Lines 20 thru Page 125, Line 3. The implementation of the training programs
have not yet been determined, but contact has been made with community colleges, vo-tech
schools, and other training programs. The actual program would be established after the project
is approved and funded. Criteria for selection would also be determined at that time. People
who already have the required skills would not require additional training. Control of the jobs
will lie with the Corps as the agency responsible for constructing the project.

Ms. Grille

Comments noted.

M. Bruch

The IHNC site was determined to be (etc. The location for the proposed lock at the THNC
site was selected because it is the best from both an economic and environmental standpoint, not
because of political clout.



Mr. Koeferl

Page 131, Line 20 thru Page 132, Line 13. The video did not have any specific names of
people from the community identified in it. There was a slide in the presentation following the
video with people from the community listed as participants in the neighborhood working group.
The listing of names on a slide in no way was intended to mean an endorsement of the project but
was intended to illustrate that local citizens did participate in the formulation of the mitigation
plan.

Page 135, Lines 18-23. Many social costs are very difficult to quantify in any widely
accepted format. However, the mitigation plan acknowledges their existence and attempts to
redress the damages.

Ms. Dashiell

Page 137, Line 22 thru Page 138, Line 3. Concerning the Florida Avenue Vehicular Bridge
being proposed by the State and/or City, the bridge is not an essential element required for
construction of the lock project. The draft report included the Florida Avenue bridge as part of
the detour route because money had been appropriated for its construction by the Louisiana
Legislature and active planning and design has taken place.

Construction of the replacement railroad bridge at Florida Avenue is scheduled to begin in
the summer of 1996.

Page 138, Lines 18-24. Compensation to RTA was included in the draft plan. Due to
revisions in the bridge replacement scheme, vehicular outages have been largely eliminated. For
this reason, the current mitigation plan no longer includes remuneration to RTA. The cost for
debris removal included in the mitigation was the additional cost to remove material by barge in
lieu of trucking which would be cheaper.

Page 139, Lines 1-10. The flood protection system of which the levee is a part will require
modification in order to provide the required protection. Because of the congestion in the area
and our desire to protect the lives and property of the residents, it will be necessary to include
flood wallis as part of the protection system. A fold-down floodwall has been incorporated into
the project for areas along the Industrial Canal that currently have only levees.

Other comments noted.

Mr. Hanzo

Page 143, Lines 2-6. The Corps is addressing some of the more critical areas of erosion
along the MRGO under different authorities. The lock project is a separable element of the
MRGO authority.
Mr. Svenson

Comments nioted.



Mr. Henry Ponstein

Page 151, Lines 10 thru Page 152, Line 10. There is not enough area available to construct a
new lock adjacent to the existing lock without relocating a significant number of residents. A
tunnel under the canal is conceptually sound but the reality is that to construct a tunnel there
would be a tremendous number of people impacted by the large excavation that would be
required. If it were possible to put a lock adjacent to the existing lock, the Claiborne Avenue
bridge would still need to be realigned with the new lock.

The existing lock is a deep draft lock and was constructed with an historical view of
eventually having a connecting channel to the Gulf. Historical studies since the early settlement
of New Orleans bear this out. This is well documented in the historical records.

Ms. Georgianna Gray

Comments noted.

Ms. Marietta Williams
Page 155, Line 9 - Page 156, Line 21.

Page 157, Line 24 thru Page 158, Line 11. The Mississippi River and tributaries project
which includes the channel and flood control levees provide adequate protection for the New
Orleans area. It is accurate to compare our situation to being like a sitting at the bottom of a cup.
Most of New Orleans would flood without the levees that protect the area from both riverine
flooding and tidal flooding during hurricanes.

Page 158, Lines 12-25. The dollar amount identified for mitigation has already been
approved by Congress in the WRDA 1996. The distribution of dollars is not based on this much
for Orleans and that much for St. Bernard but is for the area impacted whether it be in Orleans or
St. Bernard.

Ms. Morris

Page 166, Lines 6-14. The plans for bridge replacement have been revised to minimize
outages for vehicular traffic. In addition, a business assistance program will be funded to offer
advice and assistance in overcoming disruptive conditions due to project construction.
Mr. Reimer

Page 168, Lines 4-23. We agree that traffic would also be impacted on streets adjacent to St.
Claude Avenue. However, the revised plan includes a temporary bridge at St. Claude Avenue
that should lessen the impact on traffic. The only time there could be a slight impact is when the

bridge is restricted to two lanes of traffic when the new bridge is being connected to the existing
approaches. That should only be for a couple of months.

Ms. Sumner

Comments noted.



Mr. Brink
Page 172, Lines 8-21. Obviously, businesses would have been impacted by closure of the
St. Claude bridge. However, with the revised plan that includes a temporary bridge at St. Claude,

there should be no significant impact as traffic will continue to move during the construction of
the project. This change has been made as a result of comments voiced at the public meeting.

Mr. Lewis

We have recognized the perception of local residents that real estate values have been
negatively impacted and have considered that in formulating the final mitigation plan.
Ms. Mwendo

Page 180, Line 7 - Page 181, Line 4. Tolls on waterways would have to be specifically
authorized by Congress. At present, there are no tolls on Federal waterways. At present there are
user fees for the inland waterway system. These fees are in the form of a fuel tax for vessels.
Those fees go into the Inland Waterway Trust Fund and that is overseen by the Inland Waterways
Users Board. The Users Board makes recommendations on how those monies are to be spent.
The funds are used to construct new facilities or replace existing facilities on the inland waterway
system of the nation.
Mr. Bean

Page 182, Line 21 thru Page 183, Line 24. There is no relocation of residents required for
implementing this project.
M. Spencer

Comments noted.

Ms. Graf

Comments noted. It should be pointed out that the Industrial Canal and lock were not
constructed by the Corps of Engineers.

Ms. Stanley

Comments noted.

Mr. Chandler

Comments noted.



Ms. Cruz

Page 199, Line 16 - Page 200, Line 9. The plan has been revised to include a temporary
bridge at St. Claude Avenue. Both the temporary and permanent new bridges at St. Claude will
include provisions for pedestrian and bicycle access across the bridge.
Ms. Rice

Page 201, Lines 14-20. The plan has been revised to include a temporary bridge at St.
Claude Avenue. Both the temporary and permanent new bridges at St. Claude will include
provisions for pedestrian and bicycle access across the bridge.

Ms. Graf

Comments noted.

Senator Johnson

Comments noted.

Senator Dean

Comments noted.
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LETTERS OF COMMENT RECEIVED ON THE I LOCK REPORT

Officials
[State]
1 Secretary Frank Denton, LADOCTD (on behalf of Governor Foster)
2 Dean, SEN Lynn (statement handed in at public meeting)
3 Odinet, REP Renneth L., Sr.

[Locall]
4 Di Fatta, Joseph 8., Jr. (St. Bernard Parish Councilman, District C)
5 Hazeur-Distance, Ellen (New Orleans City Councilperson, District E)
6 Ponstein, Charles (St. Bernard Parish President)

Agencies

[Federal]
7 EPA Region 6
8 US Coast Guard
9 US Department of Agriculture
10 US Dept of Commerce (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration)
11 US Dept of Interior
12 Us Department of Tranpsortation (Federal Highway Administration)

[State]
Governor's Task Force on Maritime Industry
14 Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
15 Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

[Local]
16 New Orleans International Airport
17 New Orleans Public Schools

Organizations

18 American Waterway Operators

19 Chamber of Comerce (New Orleans and the River Region)

20 Christmas in Cctober (A Preservation Resource Center Program)

21 Consulting Engineers Council of Louisiana

22 Greater New Orleans Barge Fleeting Association, Inc.

23 Gulf Intracoastal Canal Association

24 Holy Cross Board

25 Holy Cross Community Development Corporation

25a Holy Cross Neighborhood Association

26b Holy Cross Neighborhood Association

27 Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation

28 New Orleans Board of Trade

29 New Orleans Steamship Association

30 Preservation Resource Center of New Orleans

31 5t. Bernard Wetlands Foundation

32 Tulane Environmental Law Clinic (representing the Holy Cross Neighborheood
Association, LA Environmental Action network, and the Sierra Club - New
Orleans Group)

33 World Trade Center

Businesses

34 Canal Barge Company, Inc.

35 Capitol Marine Supply Inc.

36 Chaffe, McCall, Phillips, Tolar, & Sarpy
37 Colle Towing Co., Inc.



Businesses (continued)

38 Gulf South Marine Transportation, Inc.
39 H. C. Freight Systems

40 Higman Barge Lines

41 Hollywood Marine, Inc.

42 Holnam, Inc.

43 Holy Cross School

44 IMC Consulting Engineers

45 Jones, Walker, Poitevent, Carrere & Denegre
46 Lafarge Corporation

47 Magnolia Marine Transport

48 Mark's Muffler Shop

49 Maryland Marine, Inc.

50 McDonough Marine Service

51 Milling, Benson, Woodward, Hillyer, Piersocn & Miller
52 National Marine

53 Wavios Ship Agencies, Inc.

54 Waldemar S. Nelson and Company

55 Sizeler Architects

56 Stolt Transportation Services, Inc.

57 Tidewater, Inc.

58 Vulcan/ICA

Individuals

59 Allen, Gary R.

60 Blaise, Elizabeth

61 Bruch, CAPT Dean (Statement handed in at the public meeting)
62 Budd, Edward P.

63 Cady, Francis F., Jr

64 Christiansen, CAPT Ejnar
65 Cooper, Marc (Statement handed in at the public meeting)
66 Cummings, Eugene

67 Dashiell, Pam

68 Duracher, Louis and Sally
69 Ernst, Laurentine

70 Hanzo, Albert

71 Heine, Edwin A.

72 Hobson, Neal

73 Hogan, Mary Clare

74 Koeferl, John

75 Kraus, Kathleen

76 Leonard, David

77 Michon, Linda

78 Munster, Cynthia

79 Muse, Kathy

80 Ohlsen, M. Thomas and Patricia
81 Ohlsen, Troy and Denise

82 Ponstein, Henry P.

83 OQuintini, David

84 OQuintini, Mr. & Mrs. Frank
85 Rubin, Billy and Denise

86 Story, Mary

87 Williams, Marietta

88 Wilson, Shelby

89 ILeblanc (?) & family



IDVTIHMOM BIwg'ONNO ¥
HIAQTING ALINALEDEIO TYND3 NY

Z93803 L9 TH« ‘L "W IouIBACH 124

Axwiszosg
uojusg ‘"W Wyumigd

'At1e.

pogscdoxd mou se Teue) UOTIeBJARN IOQIBH Iauul =13
uT juswsderdsa 2IN3oNIIR ¥2OT SU3 Jo 3xoddns TINI UT ST eueTEINO]
3O ®\a3e3s @yl ‘"xL ‘zejmog r Aydany JIouaLac) IO IFTRYSQ UO.

*Aa71TqedRD TeEpowlsjur
¢ ,8uetatne Burpeabdn uy Tw3ta 57 pur Ofj3e|X IFOD/LTISUSq Satafsod
¥ Sey BUSOTIWDPFTROU eBEpPTIYq SV Etan' S® aINYOnIas 20T a3Juxp desp
'UT~3RGTT ® JONIIBuos o3 Teecdoxd ,sxesutbuzx Fo sdiod SUL - opuvmsp
woTIRETARL GANINZ PUR JUIAZIND STPURY O AINSELDEU MOQ BT IZT8
eaRnbape JO YDOT ASU ¥ " 2inoY 9FIFRII IRTNOTUea Ywad Butanp paserd
27 uopawbrawu se warqead eyl punodizos IsyIINy TRUED IYI DUTEEOID
raBptiq ewxyn eyY3 pue 9zf3 SIenbEpPEUl F,9INJIONITE SUYI o3 enp
PUOUITISAKI UIeq wamy sieisp JuwesTrIubis -oTIFety Tessva Bujasyxs
sy} STpuRy o7 TIews Q03 SF IT ‘ATTRIOTITRPY "WDTAISR O .Tead]
JUBIANS @37 SNUTAN0O O3 UCTILITITAVYSZ Iolew Fo pesu uj £} pum
ET6T ooutw Uotiexedo U uUSS EEHY IANIONIIS Yool EUTISTXS Sy

*SPURESP 2ININI PUBR JUSIIND 83w O3 STHe oI puw

"palou SUAUILIO.) aepao Bupixom pool Ul PXT WEISAS UOTIPETARU ane o sjusuodwod jeys
BINFGE JOMA I ‘aedaRw Teqoerd Sy3 U <75duoo 03 eUUTIUCD O3 ISPIO
ur "RURTSINOY FO RUSZTATS Y3 ©3 soumjxeduy pur apIeusy Iwdzb
7o 8a® welsds uoTAwbTARu NG O3 suSWeAcIdMY IRYF SASTIS] SM

‘aoafozd (jusweocetdey 3207 TRUE) UOTIRDTIAEN IOoqaEH Jeuul) sSTIVURYD
Butrlo9uuo) pu®r YOO MIN ‘ISTINO ITNO ILaTH TddTESTESTW pesodoxd
eyl uo FausULWSs oI 38snbex juesex Inck o3 ssuods’x uT ST STYL

$IPUUCY TIUOCTOD Iwe(d

£L920-09T0L BUBRTSTNOT ‘SUBSTIO MIN
L9208 XO€ ®OTFIF0 3god

sxesutbuz jo sdzop Awxy s °n
Iasutbuzy 3I>TII8TQ

IdUUC) WeFTTTM TAUOTCD

L66T ‘8T Axeniqeg
HONNIAQOD
‘B "M3LSOd BN, T

SPZE-p0BOL PuBISiNGT '3BNOY O
SPZYE X080 'd
LN3WZ0TIAIQ ANV NOILVLHOISNYHL 40 LNINLHV4AQ
VNVISINOT 40 3LV1S




ARMY CORFS OF ENGINEERS ON INDUSTRIAL CANAL
LOCK CHANGES - PEOFLES' RIGHTS - NINTH WARD

ALL GREATER NEW ORLEANS - ST.RERNARD PARISH & AMERICA

Most of us do not want change; yet the ouly way to improve our seciety is by

meaningful change,

Mast all

Many citizens of St.Bernard do not want a canaf {a cut, if you will) in St. Bernard
parish.

We remember the Mississippi River Gulf Qutiet (MRGO) - that nasty eroding cui
that daily proves it was a mistake,

St. Bernard citizeas were promised industry with good paying jobs for our citizens
and onr children. Today over thirty years later not one industry is on the MRGO ~ not
one job came from the MRGO - but we bad to build an expensive levee to provide us
protection from hurricane flooding. The MRGO still harms onr parish where the levee was
never built at Reggio, ﬁorissaint, Yacloskey and Hopedale, Sometimes, school busses canaot
pick up children due to flood waters cansed by the MRGO. The taxpayers of our parish
have paid over FOUR MILLION DOLLARS aud still owe nearly SEVEN MILLION
DOLLARS to the federal government , if it is not forgiven.

So St.Bernard does not want another cut. Neither does St.Bernard waant eleven years
of delay caused by construction en three bridges at SL.Claude, Claiborne Avveuue and
Florida Avenue, with the final result that we will still have to stop for raised bridges when
ships and equipment goes through.

Yet if we want progress - and the jobs and a better, living which comes with it - some
changes must be made,

History records that in 1825 the Erie Canal in New York State was the first canal

Please refer to Senator Dean’s commients at the public ;neeting.
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way of higher prices for our power, manufactured goods and food, and yes, the loss of our

valuable time spent is waiting!

We aeed a solution that eliminates all these costs if possible and it is possible! For
instance:

(1) Jet us raise the St.Claude bridge to the height of the Claibarne bridge and
likewise raise the mew Florida Avenue bridge to ithe height of the Claiborne bridge

(2) Then weld all three bridges shut 30 they never open to bother automotive

traffic ever agais. at ‘}’4’ - 2l th:n W ba I:I & Caahal
Llw¥ dallee Shypc CR m pevs Nheoegh - S,
we (3) Design a new cansl with high-rise, sever-to-open bridges in place before we start

digging the canai so tlnitrlllic willNEVER be held up, sot one minute, during constructioa
and thereafter.

{(4) Before the canal is dug build the Jock gates so desigued as to carry two-way
traffic on either lock gate, so that if owe gate is open the traffic can go over the other
gate, and when it is io turn opes, the traffic can go over the other gate. (This means
never will both gates open at the same time which belps bighway traffic.)

Whea all is done then and oaly thes will we dig the canal or the cut, if you will

Of course you must have two levees which will prevent a rising river or a burricane
from barming the people. These Icvees must be far enough apart that (abricating plants aad
other busincises needing deep water iransport cam lecate on each side 30 we can have the
good payisg jobs for our citizens without harm ln_'lle envirosment. To mitigate the apxicty
and improve the looks of the area we could wse this ares also to build some nice parks and
such for the benefit of the people.

And most important is when that cut - casal is made, if it is made in St. Bernard

Parish the moaey will have beea set-aside to close off and dam up the MRGO forever,

Propuosal Ne. 1 - Raise the Si. Claude Ave. bridge to the height of 1he Cliiborne Ave.
bridge and likewise raise the new Flotida Ave. bridge 1o the same heighi as the Claibome
Ave. biidge.

Response - This would be a benefil 1o $1. Bemard Parish, bul raising these bridges
would cause significant disruptions and/er residenlial relocations 10 Lhe gurrounding ateas
in the lower Minth Ward, which has been a poal of this praject 10 uvoid.

Proposal No. 2 - Then weld all theee bridges shut so they never apen 1o buther
automotive iniffic ever again.

Response - lis assumption lor this proposal is that all shallow dralt navigastion trallic.
that would counlinue 10 use the existing canal and louk, can pass under these vridyges
withoust upening them. That is 1otally false. Under existing conditions, with 9%% av'the
traffic being barge tows, the existing Claibome Ave. bridpe lias Lo open on thic averige of
five times a day. As the navigation traffic volume increases over lime, the number off
openings wuuld increase 10 an average of 6 times a day by the yeur 2020,

Propoesal No. 3 - Al lhe same time, we build a caral that Galler ships cas puss throueh
Design a new canal with high-cise, never-lo-open briuges .n place belore we st.rt wgging
the canal sa that “automotion” traftic will NEVER be held up, not one minute, dering
construction and thereafier,

Response - Evei though his proposal is nol site specific, this propusul can be reasosably
pssumed to be the Violet Plan, which has been eliminated from lunther consideration
because of the significant impacts that plan would have on the natural environment, The
previous Violet Plan did have a high rise bridge.

Proposal No. 4 - Before the canal is dug build the lock pates su designed as w0 carry
two-way traffic on either lock gate, so that if one gate is open the tolfic can go over the
other gate, and wheii it i1 in tum open, the traffic can go over the other gate. (This means
never will buth gates open at the same time whica helps highway ruffic.) W nen all s
done then and only will we dig the canal or the cu, if y yu will.

Respomse - |t is assumed that this proposal would be “in hew” vt Prupusal 3 atwsve
because that proposal would include a high nise bridge 1hat would be ouill Fiest befure the
lock gates are constructed, which would then el.minste Uwe need 1w provide fur vehicular
traffic across the lock gates. I[this proposal were selected, it would require The
construction of lock gates wide enough for two way vehicular traffic (approxiniately 25
fee1 wide). Lock gates are normally wide enough for only pedestrian trallic (about 4-5



startiog at its mouth in Breton Sound. Them we must close off and dam up permanently

both sides of old Bayou LeLoutre so it will flow like it did 50 years ago. Then we must close
off sud dam up permanently both sides of Bayow Yacloskey 3o it will (law ny [t did before
MRGO. Whea we dam the east side of Bayon Yscloskey we must restore ail the power liges,
telephone lines, waterlines and gas lines, sad restore the old road which once ran to Lake
Borgne. We must seal off MRGO near the new casal you may build.

When finisbed we will have three or four losg, narrow lakes, snd we will no longer
have a sait water tide flowing in and out and eroding away our land.

Ladies and gentlenten, | would suppert such construction enly if all the financing is
arranged 3o that it is ali completed to climinate the dangers to our citizens, to stop the waste
of their time snd stop the economic waste to sur economy of s canal tbat frustrates all of us
- some oo a duily basis.

I also will rigorousty oppose s sew industrisl canal lock that will destroy the Galvez
Street dock. We shouid sell this dock to the highest bidder so we will have environmentslly

sale businesses to operate from so we can furnish geod jobs to our economy.

/ kcu’é ép 5‘/4‘! fé @n S hire &by ?kfs\-/ra—,r
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feet wide). Large gates hike those proposed would require much more poweeful
machinery 1o open and close the gates, if it could be designed at all. Also, additional road
work would be fequired to re-route the iraffic 10 both of the gates.

Proposal No. § - Of course you must have two levees which will prevent a rising river
ot & hurricane from harming the people. These levees most be far enough spart that
fabricaling plants and other businesses needing deep watet transport can locate on each
side 0 we can have the good paying jobs for our cilizens without harm 10 the
eaviconment. To mmgatc the anxiety and improve the looks of the area we coutu vse this
srea also (0 build some nice parks and such for the bencfil of the people.

Response - This would also increase the size of the footprint of the project. Much
grester impacts to the natwral eavironment would be crested by this proposal, making it
even more unacceplable,

Proposal No. 6 - And st importamt is when thet cut - canal is mude. iU is tnade in
St. Bernard Parish. e money would have been set astde to close off and dam up the
MRGO [lorever, starting 2t ils mouth in Brelon Sound.

Response - Previous studies have been dome on this proposal. The resulis have shown
that the most eéonomical plax is to continue keeping the MRGO epen and maintained
than to relocaie all of the Por’s facilities, that are supported by the MRGO, to the Kiss.
River.

The rest of the proposal deals with issues not related to the lock replacement project,
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STATE OF LOUISIANA

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

932 ANGELA STREET
ARABI, LOUISIANA 70032
(504) 278-2555
FAX (504) 277-5884

NATURAL RESOURCES
KENNETH L. ODINET, SR LABOR AND INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
s WAYS AND MEANS
DESYRIGT 163 JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
ON CAPITAL OUTLAY

February 26, 1897

Colonel William Connor
Army Corps of Engineers
P.0. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160

RE: Industrial Canal Lock Replacement

Dear Colone! Connor:

| have reviewed the Army Corps of Engineers’ proposal to replace the Industrial
Canal locks and would like at this time to express my endorsement of the project.

| feel the overall project would be an asset to all concern. ... :{owsaver, rasidents of
St. Bernard Parish have expressed-a legitimate concem regarding traffic flow during
construction. Because St.-Claude Averiue and Claiborne' Avenus are the main
arteries in and out of St. Bernard Parish the safety and traffic concerns of St.
Bernard Parish residents should be seriously addressed.

Constituents and | both agraee that tha temporary bridges recently added to your

project at those locations will relieve the situation someswhat; however, all would

{ike to see the lock project incorporate the high level Florida Bridge as a permanent Please refer to Representative Odinet’s comments at the public meeting.
solution to the age-old problem. All would like to see this project address the

Florida Expressway from Interstate to LA 47 as an intermodal and evacuation route
for lower Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes.

We trust that the foregoing will meet with your approval 1o be entered in the
minutes of record. Should any additional information be required, please advise.

Sincereiv.

ot O 2k

Kenneth L. Odinet, Sr.

KLO/mh - . '
cc: Walter Boasso, St. Bernard Chamber, Transportation Corim.
Charles Ponstein, Chairman, Regional Planning Commission
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Cotonel William L. Conner
January 27, 1997

Additonally, St. Bernard Parish enjoys considerable business trade with the City of
New Orleans and when vehicular traffic is restricted by the construction, we anticipate that
a loss in retail sales will result. The vast majority of public services provided in St. Bernard
Parish are fully or partially funded through sales taxes; therefore, we would like the Corps
of Engineers to address these shortfalls should they be realized. I know of no way to
quantity this exposure through the mitigation program prior to construction so I would
request that a contingency fund be established shounld these losses in fact occur.

As Parish President, 1 support the Lock Replacement Project as [ feel it is desperately
needed and long overdue. This lock helps facilitate internationsl commerce and serves the.
United States from Texas throughout the New England states. [ am happy to see that the new
plan calls for no displacement of residences and provides for improvments within the
impacted area through the proposed mitigation program. St. Bernard Parish is a community
of hard working citizens who expect to be allowed to commute to and from the greater New
Orleans area with minimal delays. This expectation is not unressonable as most other towas,
counties or parishes who are adjacent to a large city require and enjoy similar
accommodations,

1 stand ready to work with the Corps of Engineers, the State of Louisiana and the City
of New Orleans to help facilitate the Lock Replacement Project. Please consider my remarks
and do your best to minimize the adverse impacts on St. Bernard Parish and the City of New
Ozleans.

I£ you have any questions, I can be reached at (504) 278-4227.
Sincerely,

U~

CHARLES PONSTEIN,
PARISH PRESIDENT

CP:JLC/dan

Page 2, para 1. As a result of comments received during the
temporary bg:g‘e‘a! St. Clande Avenue has beea included ittltsthe
techniques that will require shutdown of the Claiborne Ave.
will also be used. The inclusion of these measures should mini
impacts to business.

?ublic review period a

an. Innovative construction
for only a couple of weeks
the loss of retail sales and
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? \'§ UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
>z, .
1445 ROSS AVENUE, SUITE 1200
't prot€ DALLAS, TX 75202-2733

January 17, 1997

R.H. Bchroeder, Jr.

Chief, Planning Division
Department of the Army

New Orleans District

Corps of Engineers

P.0. Box 602367

New Orleans, Loulsiana 70160-0267

Dear Mr. Schroeder:

In accordance with our responsibilities under Section 309. of
the Clean Alr Act, the National Environmental Policy Act {NEPA},
and the Council on Environmental gQuality Regulations for
Implementing NEPA, the U.S5. Envirormental Protection Agency (EPA)
Region 6 office in Dallas, Texas has completed its review of your
agency’s Draft Evalvation Report/ Environmental Impact Statement
(DEXIS) for the Missiseippi River Gulf Outlat, Wew Lock and
Connecting Channels Study for the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal
in ¥Wew orleans, louisiana. .

The Noexrth of Claiborne Avenue plan is the tentatively
sslected plan (Tspi of navigitional improvement. The plan
includes construction of a precast, floated-in, concrets lock
110-feet wide by 1,200-feat long with a depth of 3s=-feet; Comments noted.
replacement of the St. Claude Avenue bridge with a new, low-
level, double bascule bridge; replacemsnt of the lift span; and
raising the towers on the Claiborne Avenua Bridge; and
implementatiocn of selected projeot mitigation featuras.

We do not oppose implementation of the TSP. We £ind the
DEIS and the impact assessment to be thorough, comprehensive, and
to fully comply with the requirements of NEPA and the CEQ
Ragulations. The broad-based sociceconomic mitigation package
presented as part of the plan is commendable. This plan calls
for specific acticns teo ieize and compensate for adverse.
impacts to the local community that are expected form project
construction, mainly in the areas of vehicular traffic, nolse;
and fire protection, community cchesion, aesthetics and
pedestrian access. EPA asks that the mitigation msasures
described in tha DEIS be implemented and givan equal
consideration in the interest of environmental resource
protection, safety, and navigation.
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USDA
==

United States 3737 Government Street
Department of Natural Resources Alexandria, Loulstana
Agriculture Conservation Service 71302

January 6, 1997

Mr. R. H. Schroeder, Jr.

Chief, Planning Divislon

Envirornmental Analysis Branch

New Orleans District, Corps of Engineers
Post Gffice Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-02&7

Dear Mr. Schroader:

Ret Evaluation Report/EIS for Mississippl River Gulf Outlet,
New Lock and Connecting Channel

In reponse to your letter dated December &, 1996, requesting
our comments on the above, this project will not impact any
work of the Natural Resvurces Conservation Service.

Sincerely,

Stdte ConservAtion Engineer

co:  Britt Paul, Water Rescurces Planning Staff Leader, NRCS,
Alexandria, LA

AN BQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
S Aatuid Refoprees Consenation Sepvice. a

Comments noted.



Mr. R. H. Schroeder, Jr., Chief

Planning Division, New Orleans District
Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers
Post Office Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160

Dear M. Schroeder:

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanio and Atmospheric Adminlatretion

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Southeast Regional Office
9721 Executive Center Drive N.
St. Petersburg, Florida 33702

Jarivary 15, 1997

The National Marine Fisheries Service has recsived the Draft Evaluation Report and Environmental
Impact Statement for the Mississippi River-Gulf Qutlet, New Lock and Connecting Channels. The
documents, transmitted by your letter of December 6, 1996, address the proposed construction of
a new lock and channel improvements for the Inner Harbor Navigation Channe! in the vicinity of

New Oricans, Louisiana.

Based on our review, we find that the docurnents adequately address potential alternatives, impacts
to living marine resources and their habitats, and mitigation of unavoidable adverse impacts to
wetland resources. Accordingly, we have no coraments or recommendations to offer.

Thank you for this review opportunity.

8 mcerely

Andreas Mager, Ir. /

Assistant Regional Director
Habitat Conservation Division

Comments noted,



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance
Poist Qfftue Box 649 )
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103

January 27, 1997

ER 96/795

District Engineer

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers District (PD-RS)
ATTN: Richard Boe

P.0. Box 60267

New Osleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

Dear Sir:

The U.5. Department of the Interior has reviewed the Draft Evaluation
Repoct/Environmental Impact Statement for the Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet, New Lock and
Connecting Channels, Louisiana. In this regard, the following comments are provided for
your consideration.

General Comments:

The documents are generally well-written and contain adequate descriptions of the proposed
alternatives and their impacts, The U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has provided an
October 1996 draft Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (FWCA) Report for the proposed
project. Their recommendations contained in the FWCA Report have alto beest adequately
addressed in the subject documents. We suggest, however, that the final doctiment be
revised to include the following specific iniformation,

Specific Comments:
- The section on biological impacts should include a deseription of the o
; = : — e Comihent 1. The section has been revised to include a descripti i i
lgm :ti):sh and wildlife resources resulting from construction and operition of the the construction and tion of the graving site, iption of impacts resulting from
= - The section under “Plans 3a through 3f, Flood Protection Systems,”
should nete that construction of the graving site will require a realignment of the hurricane Comment 2. The section has been revised.
protection levee around that site.
-3- - This paragraph is confusing in that it states “No [additional]
steps [to minimize adverse impacts] are planned within the confined disposal site....”. The )
text shoutd clarify to which confined disposal site it refers {.e., marsh creation site or the Comment 3. The paragraph has been revised,

MRGO site). At the MRGO site, the FWS recommended that the Corps minimize spoil
impacts to existing wetlands within that confined disposal facility (CDF); to accomplish that
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
P.O. BOX 3929
BATON ROUGE. LOUISIANA 70521-3929

famy ¢

REGION 6

January 23, 1997

IN REPLY REFER TO
Draft Evaluation Report/
Environmental Impact
Statement for the Mississippi
River Guif Qutlet, New Lock
and Connecting Channels
Study

Mr. R. H. Schroeder, Jr,

Chief, Planning Division

Corps of Engineers

P. 0. Box 60267
New Orleans, Lowisiana 70160-0267

Dear Mr. Schroeder:

Your December 6, 1996, letter requested comments on the Draft Evaluation Report/ EIS by
January 27, 1997.

We only received Volume I titled Draft Evaluation Report - Main Report and Environmental

Impact Statement,

1t is evident that there has been a good deal of work and effort put into the development of the SR
project. The areas that concern this office the most are the funding and handling of traffic during

the replacement and modification of the St. Claude Avenue and North Claiborne Avenue Bridges

as part of the New Lock censtruction.

The closure of either bridge will have a significant iinjpact on the traffle flow in an-area that s
already experiencing congestion. The document relies on the proposed Florida Avenue
Expressway as a means of reducing the impact of the Lock project on traffic circulation during
construction. Although the State TIME program includes this project, it is our understanding
that thete presently are not enough funds in the program for implementing the expressway. Even
if funds become available for the Florida Avenue Expressway, the development of the project is
expected to take substantial time due to the needed coordination, potential controversy and
related impacts. If the Lock project relies on the Florids Avenue Expressway as a means of
addressing traffic impacts, the status of its development and implementation needs to be closely
coordinated with the Louisiana Department of Transporiation and Development (LADOTD).

Funding for the proposed mitigation for the traffic impacts needs to be considered as part of the
proposed project. That would include the handling of detoured traffic and maintenance of roads



for redirected traffic, permanent détour roads and, if necessary, temnporary bridge crossings of

the navigation canal. The document refers to other sources of funding for portions of this wark. It -
should be noted that the availability of State and Federal funding is based upon priorities that are
determined by the State DOTD and the New Orleans Regionat Planning commission. We
encourage continued coordination with these agencies as well as the City of New Orleans to
identify availability of appropriate funding for essential parts of the detour routes.

If there are any questions regarding our comments, please contact Mr. William Farr of this office
at {504-389-0465) or Mr. Robert Mahoney (504-389-0568).

Sincerely yours,

.}AmWilliam ussmann
Divisio ministrato
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State of Louisiana
Department of Environmental Quality

" J.DALE GIVENS

AL N " ER.JR.
ML "MIKE" FOST SECRETARY

GOVERNOR

January 24, 1997

R.H. Schroader, Jr.

Chief, Planning Division

Environmental Analysis Branch

Department of the Army '

New Orleans District, Corps of Engineers
New Orleans, LA 70160=-0267

bear Mr. Schroeder:

This is in rosronsc to the notice and request for comments on
the draft evaluation report/Environsental Impact Statsment of
November 1996, for the Miseissippi River - Gulf Outlet New Lock and
Connecting Channels project.

The project activity is to take place in the parishes of
Orleans and St. Bernard, which are designated by U.S, EPA as ozone
attainment parishes operating under a full maintenance plan. The
project is subject to the conformity regulations in LAC 33:III.
Chapter 14, Subchapters A (general conformity) and B
(transportation conformity); and federal conformity regulations at
40 CFR Part 51, Subparts T and W. The Corps is responsible for
assessing applicability of the rsgulations to the project for
general conformity, and if necessary, to perform a gensral
confornity determination and provide enforceable mitigation
comnitments prior to beginning any activity on the project.
Activity resulting in on-road mobile emissions must be coordinated
with the designated metropolitan planning organization. which is
the New Orleans Regional Planning commission.

DEQ’s comments which follow are based on the published draft
evaluation report, Velume 1; the Corps’ submittals to DEQ-AQD of
estimated annual volatile organic compound (VOC) emissions from
eguipment to be used during construction of the project; and
conversations with the New Orleans Corps of Enginesers snvironmental
astaff.

COMMENTS}

1, Submitted annual voc emissions for equipment to be used-during
congtruction are sstimated by the Corps to be below the 100 ton per
year threshold that would require a full conformity determination
under tha general conformity regulation. Before it can be
determined that VOC emissions are below the thresheld, estimation
of all direct and indirect emissions must be determined.

[ 4 A OFFICE OF AIRQUALITY  P.O.BOXB2135  BATON ROUGE, LOVISIANA 70804-2135
% ’ AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER BET.



2. It is the department’s understanding that moblle emissions
from the highvay laprovement portion of the project are included in
state/city transpertation plans in compliance with transportation
centormity procedures and criteria of LAC 33:IIL. Chapter 14,
Subchapter B and federal regulations at 40 CFR Part 51, Subpart T.
Any mobile VOC emissions resulting directly or indirectly from the
project [including such emissiens quring construction) which are

rot subject to transportation conformity are subject to general
‘conformity requirements and must be considered in the general
conformity, applicability assessment and any subsagquent conformity

determination.

3, Should mitigatioh action bae determined necessary,- the air
quality mitigation action suggested in the draft evaluation report
at 5.3.16.4.2, will not mitigate criteria air pollutant ozone which
is the only pollutant curreptly regulated undex conformity. The
mitigation action described in the report would control particulate
matter (PM) only. Also, air quality monitoring performed at the
construction site would not in itself gualify as a mitigation
action, though it might be possible to desian mitigation action in
conjunction with the use of momitors.

The DEQ 1s avaflable for consultation to asslst yon with

implemantation of the general conformity and transportation
conformity regulations. Please contact Pat Salvaggio at (504) 765-

go15 far asaiatapca.
Sincerely,

Alscipoodlerss

Gustave Van Bodungen; P.E.
Assistant Secretary

GVB/PS

¢: Richard Bose, Corpa of Enginears
Pennett Parrier, DEQ Engineering Section
John Behnam, EPA. Regicon 6

Comments 1 apd 2. The estimates on volatile organ; ’ compo emissi
{ la 3 e organic und (VOC) emissio
grev_nuus_lly _slyht;nutteq have been revised, ‘l‘hcm:sed estimates are con(taicn)c(ii)in Vo!urr::: 6,
o::-li;ll'f s data indicates that the emissions from construction equipment would total about
e of the threshold Jevel (100 tons/year). That would require a conformity determination
e only inditect emissions that appear 10 be applicable to this project are those associated with
potential vehichar traffic detours and deiays during project construction. The emissions from
these mobile sources will be coordinated with the Regional Planning Comrmission te determine
conformity with the Transportation Implementation Plan. '

Comment 3, The mitigation action in the report was meant to address th
increase in airbome panticulate mat t i i e Dropored e
i nﬁlg:altle = mm.er (dust) from project construction, The proposed mutigation
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pe:

Mrs. Maudetle Cade Property File (Lawless High)

Dr. Motris L. Holmes Property File (Martin L. King Ele.}
Dr. Linda Fortenberry Property File (Hardin Ele.)

Mr. Reginald Zeno Property File-(Armstrong Ele:)

Mr. Earl Levingston Property File (Noble Center}

Ms. Stephanie Polk Property File (Edison Ele.)

Me. Ronald Gearing

Ms. Shirley Taylor (Lawless High School)
Mrs, Doris Hicks (Martin Luther King Ele.)
Ms. Glenda Kemp (Hardin Ele.)

Ms. Thelva Brown {Armstrong Ele.)

Ms. Patricia McFarlin (Noble Certer)

Ms. Rosemary Martin (Edison Ele.)



The American Waterways Operators

Scuthem Reglonal Office Ken Wells

Vica Presideni-Scuthern Region
Pan American Lig Cenler
501 Poydrag Sirest

TEL:(504) 524-3366
FAX:(504) 5689023

February 28, 1997

Colone] Willlam Conner
District Enginecr

New QOrleans District

U.S. Army Cotps of Engineers
P.0. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267

Re:  Inner Harbor Navigation
Canal Lock Replacement

Dear Col. Conner:

The American Waterways Operators (AWO) is the nationel trade essociation representing the Comments noted.
inland dnd coastal barge and towing industry. As such, we want to express our support for the

planned replacement of the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal Lock, more commonly known as the

Industrial Canal Lock.

Asthe economic analysis included in volume 7 of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Draft
Emmmggm clearly shows, the lock is a part of 8 very important waterway for barge and
towing compariies. Roughly 10,000 tows use the lock every year, or more than one tow per hour.
There is no other all-weather, year-round route for tows moving east and west between New
Orleans and the eastem half of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway. The economic well-being of many
companies rests on the availability and reability of the lock. Excessive delays affect the
profitability of those companies as well as their ability to effectively manage vessel utilization.
Lock closures threaten the livelihood of some companies and the resulting shift of vessels onto
other waterways can distupt the rate structure of those waterways.

Beyond the importance of the lock to the towing industry, it serves as an important link in the
inland waterway transportation gystem of ports, shippers and industries. The lock is used by barges
carrylng cargo fromt every inland waterway in America’s heartland. TheD_:aﬂ_Enlu_angn_mpnn_
Yol.7 very clearly documents the role of the lock in connecting the major river systems and
facilitating the movement of agricultural, chemical and petroleum products. It should be noted that
the time sensitive nature of many of these cargoss, such as chemical and petroleum products, means
that an untimely lock closure could severely impact facility operations. Additionally, the lock
allows for the safe and controlled movement of large volumes of potentially hazardous and
environmentally sensitive liquid cargo. The option of moving that product by rail or road would be
less than desirable from a civil defense, emergency response or highway planning standpoint.

The Barge and Towing Industry Association



In determining the future of the Industrial Canal Lock, we would urge the Corps to also look at the
impact that 2 new Tock could have on future growth over & multi-state area of the southern United
States. The economic analysis in the evaluation report focuses on the potential growth in traffic
based on the current industrial and commercial base of the region. However, it does not look at the
businesses and facilities which may move to the region if the lock is replaced. The availability of
inexpensive and reliable transportation is a determining factor in the decision to locate or expand a
business. Conversely, uncertainty over the availability of that transportation has a negative impact
on future development. The state of the current lock — aging, unreliable and prone 10 breakdown -
- most certainly has a chilling effect on economic development along the castern Gulf Coast. More
than three decades of debate over replacing the lock has sent an extremely negative signal to
prospective industries. Prolonging the debate only hurts the prospects for regional economic
development.

If, on the other hand, the lock is replaced with a more efficient, reliable structure, it will become
one of the selling points for the entire region. Companies making site selection decisiong will be
able to factor in their ability to transport fuel for their energy needs, raw materials and finished
products inexpensively. Potentially, this project could drve economic development well into the
next century

The engineers involved in planning this lock replacement have attempted to be as responsive to the
needs of the Jocal community as they have been to the needs of the lock users. It is time to move
forward and replace the Indastrial Canal Lock. Thank you for allowing us to comment on this
project. Iam enclosing a stamped self-addressed envelope and would appreciate a response to
indicate that these comments were received.

Sincerely,

Ken Wells
Vice President - Southern Region



601 Poydras, Suite 1700
New Orleans, LA 70130
." prof et (504) 527-6500

EAX (50-() snm

hnwrnohommm

February 18, 1997

Colonet William L. Conner

Amn: CELMN-PM-M

New Orleans District Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 60267

New Otleans, LA 70160-0267

Dear Colonel Conner,

This letter is in response to the request for review by interested parties of the Co
draft evaluation report and Environmental Impact Statement for Mississippi River Gulf mimeqts noted.
Outlet, New Lock and Connecting Channels study.

On January 14, 1997, The Chamber Board of Directors voted unanimously to

- ondorse the Army Corps of Engincers feasibility study for the Tentatively Selectad

Ptan of the Inner Harbor Navigational Canal Lock Replacement Project. We belicve

the lock replacement is a critical intermodal project that will enhance cconomic
competitiveness of our region.

The Chamber leadership is of the opinion that the Inner Harbor Navigational
Canal Lock project is a wise use of scdrce infrastructure capital. Ultimately it will
improve the ability to compete as a region in & global economy and ensure a secure
waterway for nationaf defense. The IHNC lock is-a vital link in an intenniodal system
that impacts the maritime, rait, and tracking industries and ultimately the users of these
services natioawide. If the Inner Harbor Navigational Canal Lock is not replaced, it
will undermine efforts to produce full regional integration in transportation
infrastructure and constitute a major setback for regional economic success.
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CONSULTING
ENGINEERS
COUNCIL OF
LOUISIANA

Warren |. Wilder
Executive Director

PO Bok 1549

Baton Rouge LA 708211549

Phone
504-387-0843
.
Facsimile

504-387.0844

Febraary 26, 1997

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P.O: Box 60267
New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

Attention; -Colonel William Conner, P.E.
District Engineer

A Resolution Adopted By The
Consulting Enginet¢rs Council Of Louisiana
In Support Of The Proposed Lock At The
Inner Harbor Navigation Canal In
New Orleans, Louisiana

Colonel Conner, we understand that the US Army Cotps of Engingers (COE) is
soliciting public input on the proposed Innier Harbor Navigation Canal Lock Replace-
ment project. The Consulting Engineers Ceouncil of Louisiana (CEC/L) recognizes that
this is-an'important and beneficial project. Therefore, the New:Orleans Chapter adopted
the following resolution in favor of the project.

WHEREAS, the US Army Corps of Engineers is planning to constrict a new
lock at the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal in New Orleans, Louisiana;

WHEREAS, a new lock is badly néeded because the present lock is obsolete and
too small;

WHEREAS, the construction of a new lock will benefit the users.of the lock,

. WHEREAS, the constrisction of a new lock will provide great economic benefits
to the Port of New Orleans, the greater New Orleans region, and southeast Louisiana;

WHEREAS, the US Army Corps of Engineers has taken steps to ensure that the
residents and businesses in the area of construction will not be adversely affected;

WHEREAS, the members of the New Orleans Chapter of the Consulting Engi-
neers Council of Louisiana have taken all of the above into consideration;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the New Orleans Chapter of
the Consulting Engineers Council of Louisiana at their regulatly scheduled meeting of
February 25, 1997, in Metairie, Louisiana, unanimously agreed to support the construe-
tion of a new lock at the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal in New Orleans, Louisiana,

The foregoing is.certified to be a true and correct copy.

David E. Lourle, P.E;, President
Consulting Engineers Council of Louisiana
New Orleans Chapter

", . .sending engineers jn private practice”

Comments noted.
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GREATER NEW ORLEANS BARGE

FLEETING ASSOCIATION, INC. A 7o
P.Q. Box 355 ¢
Desitrehan, Loulsiana 70047

"Pride Through Professionalism”
Februany 20th, 1997

Colonef Witliam L. Conner
District Engineen

Conps of Engineens

New Onleans Distnict

Post Ufhice Box 60267

New Orfeans, Louisiana 70160-0267

RE: INNER HARBOR RAVIGATION
CANAL LOCK [INDUSTRIAL
CANAL LOCK) PROJECT

Dean Colonel Connen:

Oni behalf of the Greater New Orleans Barge Fleeling Association, Inc.,

{G.N.0.B.F.A.), T weuld Like Lo thank you fon allowing me Lo speak Comments noted.
at the publie heaning that wes held in New Ornfeans on Jaruary 172k, 1997

neganding the Innex Heabor Navigation Canal Lock [Industrizl Canal

Lock) Project.

As 1 indicated at the meeting on Januany 27th, our organlzaifon 45
comprised of §ifdy-aix (56) member compandies, which mey have ¢Leeting
operations Located §rom Lhe mouth of the Mississippl River noath

Lo Baton Rouge, Louisiana as well as opedations tocated an the
Hotvey and Industrial Conal. They alss may own gnd gperate barges

of all Lypes, provide transportation services, and own and operate
towing vessels which provide marine sexviced Lhat may be requited.

Ad a redult of the frequent Long defays af the Tndustrial Locks, ihede
companied are susiaining millions of doflars in Losses évery yeak.
Consequently, for £his and many othen neasons indicated Lo you on phiiot
occadions, it 44 Amperative that a new Loek sitnucture be eonstructed

as soon as possibte,

For the recoand, the Greaten New Onleans Bunge Fleeting Associalion; Ine.
4 dn favor of the project fox Lhe condtruction of a nav Inner Harbor
Navigation Canal Lock and related improvemenis as propesed duning the -
Conps of Engineers presentation of Januany Z74H, 1997,

RS-Karl Gonzales-President, Bill Grantham-Vice-President, Deborah Harris-Secretary, Fred Renoudet-Treustirer
Robert Barnes-Nurtheru Dircctor, George Janssen-Sonthern Dircclor, Ralph Diaz-Dircclor-Al-Lurge, Cherrie Felder-Past Presidents Concil

ADVISORY BOARD-Alan G. Brackett-Heber!, Mouledorix & Blamd, Stephen W. Materne-Legicr & Materne, CPAs
Ken Wells-Anwerican Watereays Opernlors, Richard Wright-Richard Wright & Associates, inc.



CoLonel William L. Connen
Distnict Engineen

Conps of Engineens

New Onleans Disinict
February 20th, 1997

Page 2

Thanking you in advanee. fon your attention and considerations concerning
this matter, 1 remain,
Veny truly yours,

GREATER NEW ORLEANS BARGE FLEETING
ASSOCIATION, INC.

o

By

KARL C. GONZALES
Presdident

KCG: kg



MUNSON SMITH

' Presidon & Chaimman of

Executive Commitiea
Victora, Texas

JOHN A MIXON
Prasideni Elect
Chveasaw, Alabama

‘GARY P, LAGRANGE
Charman of Ihe Board
Frankiin, Louisiang

LARRY BARBISH
Vice Chainman of ihe Board
New Orisans, Louisiana

L. E. LES SUTTON
Secralary

Houston, Texas
LEROY GOODSON

Traasurer
Austin, Taxas

g W
Cotumbua, Mississippi
DAVID A, WAGHIN

Vice President [or Lolisiana
Now Oc'eany, Loutplang.
RAYMOND BUTLER

Vies. Prasident lor Tessa
Housion, Yexas

DEAN WISTE
Viow Praaident for Abarsa
Nable, Alsbama

iole

e~ — b
o o

GULF INTRACOASTAL
CANAL ASSOCIATION

Organized At Victoria, Texas - August 8, 1905

P. 0. Box 44050
Lafayetle, LA 70504
Telophona (318) 235-1634 or (318) 237-1473
(318) 235-1634 FAX

February 4, 1997

Colonel William L. Conner
Commander & District Engineer
New Orleans District

U.S. Army Corps of Engineere
P.0O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160

Dear Colonel Conner:

GICA requests you include these written comments
in the record oan IHNC, due February 24, 1997. Our
focus. will be +to address arguments against
replacement.

1. It will provi n ] Freight mo

rough New Orleans con the w t om_ O 4
locations. While there are no Wal-Marts, 7-Elevens,
or gas stations planned for the site, navigation
gtructures are never intended to provide these kinds
of jobs. There will be construction jobs, and there
will be permanent ports and waterways jobs in New
Orleans, the state, and xregion, due to low cost
transportation made availabla for coal, crude oil,
refined producta, and industrial chesmicala. These
represent the heart of producer/manufacturer cost
advantages in our region of the country. Cost
advantages mean jobs.

2. Dangerous cargo moving through our
Delays with

the current old lock mean thege volatile cargoes eit
around on location sonetimes for days awaiting
passage. Delays will be significantly reduced with a
new lock, meaning on s$ite presence, and neighborhood
risk will be reduced.

PAST PRESIDENTS
DALE BLLER
President Ementus
Washinglon, DC.

VOHG PSHEN
P Livace, Toxss

CHARLES E, BROUSEARD
l”‘ M inra

W N “BAr SAUVIR, B,
Poct Lavaca. Toxss

A . "Bob" PARKER, JAL
Hadtion, Toxes

Lufiyans, Lowsiany

Comments noted.



3.  IENC proiject ls a waste of taxpaver's mOney
i Only
Corps of Engineers projects, out of a $1.7 Trilllion
Federal budget, must establish a favorable
benefit/cost ratio, meaning that taxpayerx's dollars
are not wasted. DBarge cospanies and other shipping
companies pass the transportation cost saving through
to the producer/manufacturer, or othar shipper. These
reduced costs benefit soclety as a whole through less
expensive electricity, less expensive jet fuel,
diesel, motor gasoline and thousands of ordinary,
everyday plastic based oproducts derived £rom the
chemical industry.

Sincarely,
Doug Svendson; Jr.

DE/t1t
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The Board of Directors of the Holy (ross Neighborhood Association
recommends to the general membership that they reject the proposed
widening of the Industrial Canal. This recommendation iz baged on
the following rationale.

1. The Holy Cross Neighborhood has negotlated in good faith with
the Corps of Engineers since the inception of the project.

2. We have participated in gvery committee structure formed
throughout the community input phase of the project. Committee
members have dutifully reported to the general membership
keeping everyone informed.

3. The Holy Cross Neighborhood Association wrote a mitigation
proposal. This proposal was approved by the general membership
and submitted to the Corp of Engineers.

4., Very little if any of cur mitigation plan was accepted by the
Corps and included in the final mitigation plan.

5. We feal that the length of the project (6 to 10 yrs) will
sexiously compromise ocur health and safety as we have no
assurances of 24 hour police or fire protection.

6. Since the interception of the project the nejighborhood has
made great strides both in community planning (UNO study)
and community action (HCCDC, Christmas in Octcber, Mayor's
Strike force, Community garden, etc.} We feel the widening of
the canal and resulting limited access to the community would
seriously jeopardize the progress we have made, In order to
maintain and expand our progress we need to attract new residents
who are willing to invest in our historic community and encourage
existing residents to maintain, renovate and/or improve their
property. To this end we participate in the Live .in a2 Landmark
Program sponsored by the Preservation Resource Center. A major
disruption in traffic patterns and city services for 6 to 10
years would virtually strangle ony community and its future,

Submitted to the general membership March 14, 1996.

Approved unanimously.

cc: Mayoer, Sen. Johnston, Sen. Breaux, Rep. Jefferson, Cao,
Rep. Coplelin, Sen. Johnson, By-water, Corps of Engineers,

Coun, Ellen Hazeur, P.R.C. Patty Gay, Prof. M. Lauria, Lower
Nine, State Preservation Officer

Comments 1 & 2. Comments noted.

Comments 3 & 4. The Association®s proposal includes some elements considered t
approcg‘nale and within the scope of the mitigation plan for the project. Many of the ihemosbe
included 1o the al have merit but are beyond the scope o themiligationplanfoﬂhis
project and beyond the authotity of the Corps. The Neighborhood Association's efforts are
commendable and should be pursued in tandem with the lock replacement project.

Comment 5. The plan does address the impacts of the project. Fire and police Fmtecuun are
functions normally provided for by local government. Coordination with the City of New
Orieans to insure that the level of these services is not diminished by the implementation of the
project will be required. -

Comment 6. The community is to be commended for its efforts in communiry planning. In
Tesponse to comments r_wu\md the public at the &Jblic meeting and in subsequent
comments provided during the public review period, the plan has beea revised to include a
lemporary bridge at 5t. Claude Avenue. This should alleviate the concerns about disruption of
traffic rauems as traffic will continue to flow during the construction of the project. Impacts to
vehicular transportation will be minor.
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SAVE OUR LAKE

LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN BASIN FOUNDATION

January 27, 1997

M. Leslie S. Waguespack -
Study Manager, Inner Harbor Navigation Canal Lock Replacement
Department of the Army

New Orleans District, Corps of engineers

P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267

Dear Mr. Waguespack,

The Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation (LPBF) enters the following comments
into the administranve record for the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal Logk ch!acement.
These are preliminary comments prepared for the January 27, 1997 public hearing. The
Lake Foundation wil} be submitting additional, mors detailed, comments before the

comments period ends.

The LPBF's mission is the prolection and restoration of the Pontcharirain Ba_sitl.
In that capacity, we have reviewed the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in
regards to its impacts on the water quality and habitat of Lake Pontcharirain.

We do, however, recopnize that there are many other potential impacts to tlje
neighborhoods surrounding the proposed projects. neighborhoqu that the Fo_undauon has
worked closely with since our creation over eight year ago. While we appreciate and
understand each neighbarhood’s concerns, we believe we can best serve the needs of the
community by focusing our attention on the environmental impacts of the proposed

project.

In ous role as a public entity, we will gladly share any information we ob!ain-on
the potential environmental impacts with the various community groups as we continue
our review.

From our preliminary review of the EIS, it is apparenithat there is a si_gpiﬁcant
problem with contaminated sediments in the area around the current lock ﬁac:hfy, In
addition. we believe the dredging and disposal of these materials"». as described in the'EIS.
has the potential to spread these toxic materials to other areas within the Pontchartrain

Basin,

Three Lakeway + Suite 2070 + 3838 North Causeway Boulevard « P.O. Box 6965 + Metairlg, Louisiang 70009-6965

Page 2,item 1 Canal sediments analyzed for mercury (Hg) yield total concentrations
ranging from <0.1 mg/kg or ppm through <0.9 ppm which are far below the proposed Louisiana
Deparument of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) 1995 Risk-Based Cormective Action (RBCA)
Program Soil Cofrective Action Level {SCAL) criteria of 4 mg/kg (inorganic Hg) and 22 mg/kg
{organic Hg) which are soil level critena protective of the groundwater, based on leach ability.

As the LPBF indicated in their letter, dredging does stir up bottom sediments, which may
release constituents into the water column. As such, NOD conducted appropriate testing (water,
bulk sediment, and elutriate) to determine the possible effects of dredging the bottom sediment
Elutriate testing is 2 simplified siroulation of the dredging and disposal process wherein
predetermined amounts of dredging site water and sediment are mixed together to approximate a
dredged material slurry. This test was developed by the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers
Waterways Experiment Station (WES), Historically, numerous studies have compared eluttiate
constituent levels to actual constituent levels measured during dredging operations. These
studics bave proven that the elutriate test is an accurate approximation of the constituent levels
which covld be expected to occur during actual dredging and disposal operations. For each
congstituent, the elutriate levels are compared to the ambient water levels. For mercury, it ¢an be
seen that the elutriate levels (those which would approximate levels to be expected in the water
column during dredging and dispesal operations) are not elevated above the applicable LDEQ
acute criteria. Therefore, it can be shown that neither degradation of the water quality due to
elevated levels of mercury in the water column, nor exceeding of the water quality criterion for
mercury, is expected as a result of dredging the bottom sediments of the IHNC.

1t appears that the LPBF may have mistakenly confused the canal sediments with soil
samples collected from the Bypass Channel site, on the east bank of the canal. A total of 79 soil
samples, collected from shallow and deep (35 feet) soil borings on the east bank of the canal and
anatyzed for targeted metals, yielded mercury concentrations at detectable levels. Only one soil
sample yielded a total concentration of 20.8 mg/kg. This sample (IC-2-1) was collected from the
Indian Towing site. ¥C-2-1 is a soil sample collected on dry ground and is not a canal sediment
sample. A duplicate (IC-2-8) of sample 1C-2-1 yiclded mercury total concentration of [.2 mg/kg
reflecting eithes heterogencous distribution of mercury in the same soil sample ot laboratory
analytical error.

A total of 16 soil samples were collected from the Indian Towing site alone. Out of these 16
samples, 8 samples were collected from B different shallow soil boring locations within the site
as well as 8 samples (1 duplicate included) collected at different depths from One deep boring
(IC-2). Total concentration of mercury in the 8 shallow soil samples at the Indian Towing site
range from 0.046 mg/kg to 1.5 mg/kg, while, except for sample 1C-2-1 and its duplicate (IC-2-8),
the ather 6 samples from boring 1C-2 yietd mercury total concentrations from 0.043 mg/kg to
0.13 mg/kg.. Overall, the above data indicate that the singular high mercury value detected in IC-
2-1 is an isolated occunence. If the mercury level of 20.8 mgkg in 1C-2-1 is real and
considering low mercury levels in the other soil samples surrounding (below and near) IC-2-1,
the volume of soil with a mercury level of about 20 mg/kg is small. The LPBF's assertion that
1.36 miltion cy of sediments is contaminated with metcury at 20 ppm is 2 wrong interpretation or
projection of the data. Because soil sampie IC-2-1 is also co-located within an area delineated
for special handling due to high levels of lead (Pb), soil from ths site would be removed to an
industrial landfill.

Page 2,item 2, The sampling and testing strategy at the [HNC is a cost-effective tiered (or
phased) approach that involved a discovery phase of envisonmental anomalies or questionable
areas followed by detailed investigations of these anomalies. Composting of samples is
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CDFs? How often will they be monitored? By Whom? What s the facllities life-
expectincy?

We gquestion the Corp’s choice of a disposal site. Why place hazardous material
next to the Mississippi Rver Gulf Outlet, one of the most dynamic areas in the
Ponichartrain Basin? What happens when a hurricane hits St. Bernard Parish? Will the
polluted sediments spread all over the St. Bernard marshes?

Contaminated dredged material remain active sources of pollution, even after they

are deposited in CDFs, Some of the toxins, such as polyaromatic hydrocarbons and other
organic contaminants, such as the ones identified in the sediments samples from the inner
harbor, enter the atmosphere as gases.

LSU and the U.S. Army Engineer Walerways Experiment Station are conducting
research to define the conditions that lead to the release of pollutants in CDFs.

Is the New Orleans District familiar with this resesrch? Has District personnel
contacted these scientists to get their input on the design of the proposed CDFs?

Clearly, the discussion of the CDFs raiges more questions that it answers. The
public deserves an answer to-all these questions before the process can be allowed to
move forward.

5) The dredging of the IHNC could allow contaminated sediments to enter Lake
Pontcharirain.

The proposed construction would stir up a tremendous volume of material, much
of it contaminated. What procedures will be put into place to prevent these materials
from editering the Lake?

Thank you for this opportunity to comment, The Lake Pontchartrain Basin
Fouadation will be submitting additional comment in the near future.

For the Lake and Basin

Neil A. Armingeon
Environmental Director

Page 3, item 4. The 1,364,000 cubic yards of material referred to in LPBF's corament will
come tienman!y from the IHNC channe! bottom (1,158,000 cubic yards), with a small portion
from the east bank of the [HNC (206,000 cubic yards). Therefore, 85% of the material to be

asited into the MRGO site will be from the JHNC channe] bottom. The suitability of the

C channel bottom meterial for wetland di has been discussed in the nses to
comments 1-3 above, Analysis of the bulk seditnent results obtained for the east bank of the
THINC, the shows that the additional 15% from the east bank of the JHNC also will not pose a
threat to the environment. In addition to the fact that the MRGO site is isolated from the tidal
system by its elevation, this conclusion is based on the fact that the bulk sediment analysis of the
R’INC bank sediments were comparsble to moderately ligher than the bulk sedimest analysis for
the channel bottom. ¢

As with any disposal action, the will follow the direction of regulatory agencies such
as LDEQ in designing and carrying out the disposal of dredged material. The disposal site in
question, the MRGO site, is a previously used Corps of Engineers dredged disposal site. The site
was originally subdivided into four cells, each individually diked. The Corps plans to strengthen
the exterior dikes to prevent release of the dredged material into Bayou Bienvenue and other tidal
waters. The interior dikes will also be reinforced as necessary, to aid in lengthening the detention
time of the dredging effluent. This site is not tidally influenced and is surrounded by
confinement dikes and a hurricane protection leves. Any additional requirements considered
necessary will be included in the disposal plan developed in the design memorandum to be
prepared for the dredging of channeis to ensure (hat the effluent from the disposal site will not
pose a threat to the environment or public. An appropriate water quality monitoring plan will be
developed and will be conducted daring dredging and disposal operations to ensure that the
public and environmental health are not i

*The disposal site is within the hurricane protection system. Erdsion from the MRGO would
not be allowed to com?romise the hurricane protection levee. The disposal site is located in what
could be considered a "dead-end” system, near the headwater of Bayou Bienvenue, also known as
the Main Outfall Canal. All dredging and disposal would occur in Orleans Pasish. The canal
recelves urban stormwater cunoff from a pumping station at the head of the canal. During any
anticipation of abnormally high tidal stages (winter storms, tropical storms, or hurricanes) the
floodgates at Bayous Bienvenue and Duprs are closed, preventing tidal surges from entering the
Lae.rge area where the disposal site is located, Therefore, any contamninants in the soils would not

mobilized.

Paged,item 5. The contaminant levels of the IHNC sediments and soils have heen
addressed in responses to comments 1-3, shove, and in the HTRW dix. The sediments and
soils to be dredged have been shown to be not hazardous. Some of the questionable soils, based
on lead contamination, would be hauled to an industrial landfill. The portion of the IHNC south
of the MRGO, where all of the dredging would occur, is virtually a dead end system, with the
inflow and outflow produced from the small amount of exchange from the Mississippi River
through the existing Jock during lockages. A relatively small amount of tidal flushing also
occurs with the rise and fall of tides in the cana!. A significant amount of tidal current flows
from Lake Ponatchartrain through the northem half of the IHNC to the MRGO, and vice versa,
The sluggish water movement in the southem half of the HINC would severely limit the amoun
of seditoents and associated sus'ﬁzd:d and dissolved constituents from being flushed into Lake
Pontchartrain and the MRGO. fore, the effects of dredging operations on the Lake and  ~
MRGO are considered to be minimal, .

The proposed disposal area is on the protected side of a section of the hurricane protection
levee along the south bank of MRGO. The potential of leachate migration from the proposed

disposal site 1o Lake Pontchartrain should be minimal to non-existent. The MRGO is structurally

from the disposal site by a hurricane protection leves while the surface drai flow in
the disposal area should be southward and away from MRGO and Lake Pentcharteain, However,
the northern channel segment of the IHNC remains as a direct pollutant pathway from the
dredging area to the lake.



THE NEW ORLEANS BOARD OF TRADE

IMITE

504 . 5253271 318 80ARD OF TRADE PLACE
NEW ORLEANS, LA, U.8.A. 70130

February 25, 1997

Colonel William Conner
District Engineer

U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267

Dear Colonel Conner:

The New Otleans Board of Trade, represeating 200 members engaged in the commerce
of the port, endorses the U.S. Army Corps of Engincers plan to replace the lock on the
Industrial Canal in New Orleans at the existing THNC site.

Our members appreciate the fact that the present lock is 73 years old and unable to
perform the level of service expected in 1997 with 1924 hardware.

We also appreciate that the Corps considered scven sites for a new lock and concluded
that the most environmentally acceptable site was Missisippi River Mile 92.6, The
selection of this site setves to re-affirm your judgement in selecting this same site for the
first lock in 1923,

Sincerely,

Thomas 4| Westfeldt
President

Comments noted.
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COMMENTS OF HOLY CROSS NEIGHBORHQOD ASSOCIATION, LOUISIANA
ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION NETWORK, AND SIERRA CLUB - NEW ORLEANS
GROUP ON U.S, ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS’

DRAFT EVALUATION REPORT FOR NEW LOCK
AND CONNECTING CHANNELS FOR MISSISSIPPI RIVER-GULF OUTLET

. [NTRODUCTION

The Holy Cross Neighborhiaod Association (“Holy Cross™), Louisiana Environmental
Action Network (LEAN), and Sierra Club - New Orleans Group (“Sierra Club”), through
undersigned counsel, submit these comments en the Draft Evaluation Report for the New Lock
and Connecting Channels, Mississipp] River - Gulf Qutlet (“Draft Evaluation™) to the Inner
Harbor Navigational Canal (IHNC).! The purposes of Holy Cross, LEAN, and Sierra Club
include the protection and preservation of the community, the historical buildings, and the
natural environment found en the levee bordering the Industrial Canal. Their purposes also
include the protection o