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lii turn the microphone over to Pat for his 
n opening comments. 
1 MR. GALLWEY: 
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PROCEEDINGS If1 

. m 
COLONEL CONNER: PI 

141 I'd like to welcome you 
rn all to tonight's public meeling.This 
ISI public m e w  is on the Industrial lock 
m Replacement Project for the U.S.hrmy 
a Corps &Engineers. If you're here for 
R the postSuperbowI party, you're in the 

rim wrong mom. My name is Colonel BiU 
1111 Comer. I'm a Commander of the New 
114 Orkana Office of the Corps of Engineers, 
[is] and I want w officially welcome you to 
[ I ~ I  tonight's proceedings. 
I I ~  The agenda for this 
[is evening is on the slide posted to your 
[ I ~ I  right.We711 follow this agenda to the 
[fa] conclusion of the meeting.With me at the 
114 head table for this evening is Mr. Pat 
pq Gallwey, representing our parrner for this 
pi1 project, which is the Port of New Means, 
m and also at the table for the evening's 
m~ proceedings is Mr.Joe Dicharry, who is 
PI the ptojea manager for this project out 
PI of my office.At this h e ,  I'd like to 

I Thanks ve y much, 
a Colonel. Good evening to everyone and 
ISI welcome. M r . B h n ,  our President and 
m CEO, is not able to be h u c  tonight.Hefe's 
m at home witb the flu. He sends his . 
in] apologies and he asked me to present our 

I14 remarks tonight. 
8 11 The Port of New Odeam 
11s supports the construction of the new lock 
114 project and funher strongly supports the 
a41 concept of providing mitigation in the 
[tq form of communily improvemenm, projects, 
r1.q pmgnms and compcnsation.We believe 
n this project should be and will be 
IISI sensitive to the community's needs and 
ti4 concern and the mitigation progcams 
w should also be designed and administered 
pi] by the people it dirrdy impacts. 
m 21 record on this issue 
w has been clear.Almost six years ago when 
eq this project wds last proposed, it would 
izq have demolished over 200 homes and 
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III relocated some 800 peoplt.The voice of 
m the residenfs was heard and the project 
PI was revamped sa that there arc now no 
rn residential relocations.The ideas of the 
[SI neighborhood residents havc been 
rq incorponted into the project.The 
m d e c t  has been vastly improved through 
R Listenity: to the concerns of the residents 
a and through a h c e s  in construction 

aq &chnology. concern about access, design 
ri 11 featurea of bridges, community housiag, 

job W g ,  bealniacation, reaeation 
1131 projects and many others have been 
or1 incorporated into the projectwe havc 
[iq lisfened to the concans about isolation 
1161 and the need for better access, and we 
(171 believe that this projen will p r o d  
[to] safe and secure and convenient access to 
[rw the residents of the lower Nii Wad, the 
iq Holy Csoss area and the %.Bernard area 
pi] well imo the future. 
pa The impactsandthe 
w benefits have been documentedWe believe 
PI that it is possible to build this project 
rn SO that everyone bemits.The lock is 
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111 the single busiest lock in the nation, and 
m the delays associated with it increase the 
a cost of moving goods used to make this 
141 nation strong and competitive.And so we 
19 come together tonight again this evening 
w to hear your concenythe concern of the 
n people on this most recent plan, and to 
IBI Men SO that this project can help in 
PI the rcvi.talration of the communities 

tior borderitlg along the omal.Thank you very 
FII much. 
114 COLONEL CONNER: 
tia Thank you. Before we get 
1141 to the main portion of the meeting, which 
rrn is to hear your comments, the comments of 
11s the public, for purposes of summvizing 
1171 the Corps'current idea of what the 
rrq projea would look like and bringing us 
tlw all onto the same sheet of music, we have 
w a 15-minute video that we would like to 
IZ~I play at this time that kind of lays out 
I Z ~ I  the scope of the project and our current 
tzal plan for design. So if1 could ask that 
PI the video be run at this time and give 
N your attention to the screen 

rir - played.) 
m COLONEL CONNER: 
I That's the plan that we 
w have right now except there is one change 
m that we've just recently worked out.1 
[a don't expect you to be able to identify 
m exactly what that is, but we have 
tw available some photocopies of this slide 
n that were at the front door when you 

riq walked in, and if you want addirbnal 
ritr copies, we can hand those out to you at 
1121 this time. 
rra What happened is last 
Irs Wednesday, I met with some of the local 
[tq interest groups. neighborhood residents 
[re] from the community, to a,talk about the 
rtn project a little bit to kind of get me 
1181 smart, since I'm new here, and one thing 
11w that was loud and dear to me as a result 
1201 of that meeting was that the closure of 
pi] the St. Claude Avenue bridge is easily, if 
(pl not the biggest sticking point of the 
m project, one of the biggm.And right 
[%I now or up until last Wednesday, we were 
1751 talking about that bridge being closed for 
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111 a period of two years, which would mean 
m that St. Claude Avenue would not be 
m available to the communities for that 
(41 twQyear period.And that seemed to be 
n pretty unacceptable. So what we did after 
a Wednesday is we got together and sketched 
m Out a solution to that particular issue, . 
a and that's what you're looking at here, 
PI which is a temporary bridge which will be 

1101 put in at St. Claude Avenue.And the idea 
r ~ r r  is that we would buy an erector set kind 
1921 of kit that's available. It's been used a 
ria lot in the Nonheast on the interstates 
1141 there.We'd buy that.We3d build it next 
risl to the existing bridge and then we'd build 
1161 a little tie-in road that would go into 
[in St. Claude Avenue, and that's what that 
[isl red line is on the slide. On your 
1161 handouts, it's all in black because that's 
1201 all's we could get m reproduce was black 
p i  and not red.And so what that would mean 
IZ~I  is that the St. Claude Avenue would only 
m be dosed during the time it would take us 
PI to physically tie in this new road and 
N bridge with the existing St. Claude 
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rr Avenue.And so we're guesstimadng at 
m this time that that would probably cake a 
a couple or three months had to do. 
w Probably, if we could swing it right, we'd 
m even want to go ahead and have that happen 
a over the summer months period so as not to 
m impact on the school session for the folks 
rel attending Holy Cross SchooLIlat may or 
w may not happeaThat's kind of toward the 

aq end of the whole project anyway so it 
1111 would be kind of hard to teU.at this time 
[is m y  when it would. So that's the only 
1131 change from the video is the concept of 
lid1 attempting to at least keep St. Claude 
[is Avenue open, if not the whole time during 
1161 the projea at Least a period of time or 
an most of the time and only have it dosed 
[tal for a couple of months. 
rtsl Now, this hasn't been 
1201 approved yet.This isn't pan of the 
pi1 511-miUon-doUar program. But I have 
I?ZI chedred with my bosses and they indicate 
lzal that it sounds like a pretty good idea to 
RII them and they'n going to go ahead and 
rzq carry the torch forward to Washington to 
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111 get a 61nal resolution on that. So that's 
rq the only ditference from the movie. 
131 These are some of the 
(41 folks that we have been working with on 
[q this pmject.We all them the 
[q Neighborhood Working Group. Some of these 
m individuals we've spoken to quite a bit. 
[q Some we've only touched on periodically. 
a And the discussions havc lasted a long 

ria] rime. I mean, they have gone on for 
r r i ~  numbers of years.And this is the rest of 
riz~ the List of the folks that we're currently 
(131 ailing the group but that was, just to 
[I&] give you the idea of the flavor of what 
[ ~ S I  we're attempting to do, which is to 
(161 provide 100 percem communication between 
1471 the Corps and the local interests.And so 
1101 if you want to be added to that group or 
[I* submcted, just please let Joe know and 
1201 hell be happy to accommodate you. 
nil What we would like to do 
m as part of the project is enter into what 
rn we call a formal pamering ageememand 
WI this agreement would be executed for the 
1261 sole p q s e  of spending the 33 million 

[i] dollars of mitigation money that would be 
. m part of the projea.And that parmership 

BI would be 50/50 between the Corps and 
[r] whoever wants to be part of the group. 
[q And so far we haven't built this group. 
[q We don't have anybody who is a member of 
m the group yet.We open it up to aiy and 
181 all vo1unteers. So if you're interested 
w in being a player in this, either 

[to1 representing some panicular neighborhood 
A ~ I  group or business or kction or interest 
[ia or just as a citizen at Large,  please 
1131 again tell Joe that. 
trq I don't know if you can 
[tq read his phone number therc.What's your 
[iq phone number,Joe? 862-1929.Thatvs 
[tq 862-1929. 
1181 We also are planning to 
[is1 make all of this work tie in with eristing 
1201 pmgmm that are ongoing, and we are 
IZII familiar with the ones that are shown here 
m on this slide.& we get more familiar 
[m with the a n  and lean of other 
WI iniriatives, either ongoing or ones that 
[zsl begin after the project docs, we will 
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[I] attempt w tie in or work with those as 
n well so there's no duplication of &rt. 
n Thb is theschedule that 
141 we're going to be working off of for this 
LSI pmjea and I'd like to spend a minute to 
re] go over that with you betore we go to the 
m public comment period.Tonight we have 
(81 this public meeting, and this is required 
[el by law but this is not the end of the 

[iq official public comMnfS.We will take 
rill everything that you say this evening and 
1121 we will include that in for the record. 
[ts] Now, the official 
(141 for-the-record proceedings is the audio 
rrq tapes that are being made to your front 
[tsl here, to the gentlclaun on my Lef~That's 
riq the o£ticbI record for the meet@.Now, 
r m ~  behind you is a video camera that's being 
[I* IUU but it will be rurncd on and off 
llol during the course of the evening It's 
rzi] Just there to pIOvide us some additional 
mr assistance. So you can rest aswed that 
a ~ 1  100 percem of your comments will be 
WI recorded.They'U be recorded wdially 
M and every single penon who wants to meak 
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131 will havc that submitted as part of the 
iq record for the aanscript we'll make for 
PI the record. 
141 IQ addition, if you have 
a written comments that need to be 
a submitted, someone handed me one this 
m evening just before the meeting started, 
a that's We, too, and we will accept those 
a this evening. If you want to read your 

[iq comments into the record and then hand 
r i r ~  them to us, that's okay.And then after 
ria that, you have until the 24th of February 
rial to submit your written comments to my 
[ill office in mail.And so if you don't have 
[iq your comments written out tonight but you 
pq want to write them up, that's dne but you 
1x71 got to get them to me by the 24th.Mer 
ria the 24th the comment period for this 
[iq meeting is officially closed.And the 
m) reison for that is that I then have to 

P ~ I  submit a report timugh my chain of 
m command that has to leave my office by the 
w end of March. So that gives me from the 
nr] end of February to the end of March m put 
M that report together. 
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[I] During that time, I will 
m also be preparing a written response to 

n every question that's raised either here 
141 at the meeting tonight verbally or through 
19 your written comments, and so you'll all 
A be receiving answers to your questions 
m that way. I don't have the time tonight 
@I to be able to go ahead and put together an 
w oral dialogue nor do I know enough about 

[lo] the project w be able to answer all your 
rill questions this evening, so you'll receive 
 EL^ wriuen responses to every question that 
[la] you have. 
r141 That repon then goes up 
119 through my chain of command and gets to 
rtsl Washington, at which time we expect a 
rw response by June of this year.And once 
[is that response is made, that is effectively 
risl the end of the Corps of Enginem' 
m involvement forthis period of time. What 
ell will then happen is the npon will be 
m sent over to the Congress lor decision, 
m and the Congnss is the one that decides 
WI as to whether or not this project will go. 
,zq Let me explain that 

111 cvcrylhing that you saw in the video, 
n everythiag you've ever read about this 
rsl project, every discusion point that will 
141 be made here tonight,these are all based 
PI on an idea and only an idea.This project 
1q does not have any money right now assigned 
m to it for the work to be done.That must 
[a] be done by the Congress and it has not 
@I been done yet.And, therefore, the 

1101 Congress will make one of seved 
[ I ~ I  decisions as to what to do with this 
114 pmject after they receive all of the 
1131 input.They'll either decide to go ahead 
1141 and fund it or they'U decide to fund it 
[iq with some changes or they'll decide not to 

[tq fund it at &Those are basically their 
1171 optiolls. I'm sun them are a lot of 
1781 other permutations and combinations of 
urn those ideas, but that's basically the gist 
rrm of what will happen to it. 
PV That will take place from 
m the period of Juae of t i i s  year until 
m October of %.The 1st of October of '98 
PI is what the government calls the beginning 
psi of fiscaI year '99, and if the pmject in 
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111 its current configuration or some small 
m rnoditication of that configuntion, if 
131 that project is to go forward, then that 
141 will happen with the period that begins 
[q October of '98 or what we call fiscal year 
rq '99. If the project is not timded for 
m that period of time, then effectively it . 
s goes into Limbo and we stan over again. 
w So that's why this 

ltq meeting tonight is so importam, because 
I I ~ I  this is a very key oppommityfor 
119 everyone here to voice their opinions 
119 about this projea.And it's certainly no 
r141 secret to the folks at this table that 
1161 there is a very stmng local opposition to 
[i61 the pmject, and we expect to hear that 
1171 tonight. In fact, I demand of you to 
[tar provide your opposition tonight becraw 
rcn it's very imporrant as part of the 
m political process that you have the 
PV opportunity to have your say. So please 
m make your say kmwa Please speak up, 
ea~ speak clearly, speak as coherently, get 
1241 yout point across. 
pa Now. you'll notice that 
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111 the acoustics in this room are not the 
n greatest. It's the gymnasium So I ask 
PI that we only have one speaker at a time 
n and that you give your undivided attention 
PI to that individual so we on nmke sum 
161 that his or her comments ue heard and can 
m be responded to. 
M I think that pretty much 
s c m  the time h e  on that.And so at 

c~q thispoioSwhat1wouIdliketodoisgo 
ahead and begin the official comment 

114 porrion of the meedng.We'U stan with 
~131 our elected officials or the d e s i i t e d  
114 npresentatives.Joe has a list of cards 
1161 that have been hlled out by individuals 
1161 who have asked to speak.They look like 
1171 this and they we% at the table available 
rrsl when you came in the front door. If you 
c~sl didn't fill out a card and you would like 
rm] to hll out a cud and speak, you're frce 
pa to do that any rimc during the course of 

the evening.We won't leave here until 
m everybody who has asked to speak is given 
WI the opportunity to do that.Thacfore, I 
(zsl sincerely ask you to limit your comments 
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[q to a period not to exceed iive minutes in 
m 1ength.That's f ie  lninutes.That way we 
131 can get to al l  of the folks who want to 
a speak tonight.We'll stprt with the 
m elected offi& or designated 
a represencatives.WeU work through them, 
m make sure that every elected member of 
a either the local or the fed& 
PI legislatures has a chance to speak.Thcn 

arn we'll nun it ovu  to the public at large. 
r l i l  Okay. So at this time, 
[la we'll begin. Right now,Joe tells me that 
[la none of the federal U.S. officials from 
[i41 the National Congress have asked to s p d .  
[rq Are there any mcmbcrs in thc audience at 
1161 this time or the representatives who would 
1171 like to make a mmne& 0kay.Very 
[la] good, sir.We will get to you. 
1101 AU right.With M one 
m from the federal government here to speak 
PI] then. we will nun it over to the state 
pj government for their commcms.Who's the 
PI 31 s p d e r ?  
larl MR. DICHARRY: 
PSI The f i s t  speaker will be 

111 SenatorJohn Johnson. 
.I SENATOR JOHNSON: 
n I'dliketosfartoffby 
R expressing my appreciation to all of the 
[SI residents and the constituents and 

individuals who arc out on tonight to 
m listen to the presentation. I would 
a imagine to many, nmny people who am h e  
a on tonight, this is not new.You've 

riol probably been through chis more times than 
r i i l  you want to come and voice your opinion on 
11s this parricularproject.1 was at a 
rial meeting here last week, nod I said to a 
1141 small group of individuals on last week 
11sl that I can muember when I was 17 years 
[lei old, the largest community meeting that I 
1171 called down here io the Lower Nimh Ward 
II~I had to do with the Indusnial Canal and 
rlsl the pos~iility of replacing those locks. 
120) Most of you know bow old I am today, so I 
PV don't need to tell you my age, but it was 
14 -Tell them' No, no, I'm not going to do 
PI that. It was a long time ago, a long, 
WI long time ago. So we've been discussing 
rtq this project now for a long time, and I 
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[?I would assume every time we get a new 
m M a  engineer, we're going to have to 
PI go through tho process of discussing this 
I~I pmjea all over agaieThis is the 6rst 
n time that this colonel has had an 
a oppomrnity to listen to the community on 
m this projea, so, Colonel I would imagine 
a you havc to go back and dig up the old 
PI repom and see what they said. and what 

r iq you're probably going to hod is that the 
1111 repom are going to be pretty consistent 
[fa with what the people in this community 
p81 have mid in the past.And I think, and 
1141 I'm going to allow the people to speak for 
1iq thcmscIvcs, but I think preag profoundly 
11s) and pretty loudly and pretty 
1171 comprehemivdy, peopk ace going to say 
119 in this community that they don't want 
[lq this project. 
ra Now, I frankly don't know 
IZ~I how many rimes we're going to have to say 
IZZJ thp, but I would assume we will say it as 
l p 1  many times as you all want to hear it. 
WI Now, I've bccn through this many rimes and 
N I'm not going to spend a lot of time 

Page m 
141 rehashing what I said in the past so many 
m times. I h o w  that one of my colleagues 
N in the Senate. Senator D a n  - Is Senator 
14 Dean here tonight? I know tbat Senator 
[q Lynn Dean is  going to wmt to have some 
a commems and some things that he's going 
m to want to say. He's a newly elected 
w senator from the St.Bemud-Plaquemines 
nn area and he's going to have some very 

rlrn m n g  comments to make on this prolea on 
oil  tonight I hope you all would give him 
[$a the time to maLe his presentation and to 
rlq listen to what he has t6 say. 

1141 But I just want to say, 
14s as the senator whose dimia tbat the 
11s) project or the proposed project is located 
1171 in and as the state senator h whose 
[isl senatorial M c t  the preient locks are 
[iq located in, I am going to represent the 
m views, the needs and the concern of my 
PI] constitucnts.And I think from having 
m represented tbb disnia and this 
n community in the state legislature for a 
PI n u m b  of years, I h o w  how the people 
m feel. 
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[11 Now. I frankly think as 
n onevoterinthisdisnictthatitisan 
n insult for the Corps of Engineers to come 
141 into this c o m m ~  and mlk about the 
m possibility of bringing a half*-billion- 
161 doUar p j e a  into this community and by 
m the time the project is developed, if it 
a were to be developed, which it won't, but 
PI if it were to be developed, it would be a 

r1ol billiondollar project, at Lcasc a 
ai l  WliondoUar project, and to talk about 
r t s  a mediadon prognm of 33 million dollars, 
11s that is an insult. 33 million dollars 
1141 would not even pay for the problem and the 
rig losses that the businesses will lose or 
risl experience in this community over the 10 
1171 to 12 years rhat they would be negatively 
11s impacted.hnd I see Miss Morris over here 
(14 clapping, who is a business lady in this 
m community. She Shcwa what I'm talking 
B~I  abouthnd there are several small 
r221 business people in this community who own 
PI small busiaesses who have worked all of 
1241 their lncs to get their b u s i n e ~ ~ s  to 
WI where they are today. 33 million dollan 

Pase 22 
111 wouldn't even cow cbse to helping those 
w people experknce the Lind of losses that 
PI they would experience if this project wae 
[dl to become a reality. 
[q So Iwouldstmngly 
m suggest to you that if. with the crooked 
rn lenu,ifyouwanttocontio~etotalk 
m about this project, and I'm not suggesting 
PI in any way, shape or form that I support 

1101 the project, but if you want to contiuue 
(111 to talk about it, you tak about putti- 
r1zj at least 500 million doUan on the table 
E ~ I  so that every house in this communitp that 
114 needs to be renovated or replaced will be 
11q replaced, every smet  that needs to be 
1161 replaced, so that this c o w  an look 
1171 ]Use a model community, then you might be 
[ral able to do a little erlking.And I would 
r rq  rhink that it would take at least a W a  
m billion dollan in order to do tba&at 
B~I least MO million dollars, at least. 
ra Now, that's the point 
m that I want to make to you all as the Port 
M of New Orleans and the Corps of Eogineen, 
tzq and let me just say that you all are my 
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rt l  friends.The Port of New Orleans is a 
m state agency. I'm a sate senator. I 
m work very closely with the Port of New 
14 0rleans.Any time they need money to 
a enhance the port in order to create jobs 
161 and economic development. I try to work 
m with them in order to get the money . 
I because I know what that port means to 
BI this community and to this state.The 

1101 Corps of Engineers.which is a federal 
rrr] agency, as a state eleaed offlcbl, I ay 
[is to work with them.But let's stop 
[iq hassling the community. Let's stop 
rid1 insulting the people in this community 
r1q with this project. If the people have 
11q said unequivocally that they don't want 
1171 the project, leave it alone. 
11e1 COLONEL CONNER: 
[is] Thank you. Senator. 
m Appreciate those comments. 
IZII At  the meeting last 
m Wednesday that the Senator refers to, the 
m comment was made that this discusion has 
WI gone on through 15 Corps of Engineers 
N colonels who have sat in my chair.And 
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111 I'm hen  to teIl you tonight that that's 
m not uue.There wen 16 because I counted 
n them today. So it was pmtg close 
141 though. 
tsj Who is the next speaker? 
R MR DICHARRY: 
m Next speaker will be 
@I Senator Lynn D m .  
I SENATOR DEAN: 
[ ~ q  Good evenin& gentlemen. 
r i l l  ladies and gemlemcn.Thanks for the 
~ 2 1  privilege. I have some comments here 
[lq that's written down.They take me a 
1141 little over f i e  minutes. I hope that's 

allowed. 
pq Why don't we SM off 
[in with saying I'm suongly disappointed that 
ual with all the technology we have in the 
riq world today,all the engineering we have 
m in the world today, that we say we're 
pi] going to do a project lac  this that's 
lpl going to take 12 years and that for a 
rzal couple of years' period a cenain bridge 
wl may be down. a couple years' period 
IZI another bridge may be down, and when you 
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la get through. you'll have a project that 
pj bridges still go up and down.You're 
p ]  going to have a set of locks there that's 
141 much bigger than it was before so there 
fq will be a longer period while those boats 
w go in and out. I don't think you're going 
m to speed up any of them boats. Fan of 
181 the matter. if the regulations keep up, 

weP slow them down a Little bit. So 
[to] when you put all that together, it's time 
~ 1 1  for us to stop and go back to the drawing 
113 board instead with our technology and our 
[IS] engineering and say there's ways to do 
1141 things better. 
113 Mobt of us do not want 
1461 change, yet the only way to improve our 
[in society is by meaningful change. I 
[IS] staned to say many W e n s  bf St. 
114 Bernard, but &er talking to them a few 
1201 days, I'd have to my mom of the citizens 
rzr1 or all of the citizens of St.Bernard do 
lpl not want a canal, a cut if you will, in 

w St. Bernard Parish.We remember the 
~ 4 1  Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, that nasty 
IZSI emdic cut that daily proves it was a 
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[II mistake.'k B-d citizens were 
a promised indusuy with good-paying jobs 
n for our citizens and our childnn. I just 
141 now heard you all talking about pmmising 
m some jobs.You didn't mention the f an  
rq that you're gohg to wipe out the Galvez 
m Street dock and all these areas in there 
pl that's furnishing jobs and they'll be 
a gone. But we can forget about all the 

1101 investment we got in the Gahw Street 
[ t i ]  do&, and as a little boy about 12 years 
114 old back in the '40s. the '%,I used to 
11a1 see 50 to 100 barges tied there, the 
114 MississippiValley Barge Line, the Fedval 
113 Barge Line, loading and unloading barges 
[I$ there all the time, and I was workhg for 
1171 a company utled the Red River Barge Line 
[rsl and we'd come in there and picked up cargo 
114 there. But that's going to be all gone 
PI and dead. 
[ZII Today, o w  30 years 
pzl later, not one industry is on the MRGO. 
[PI Not one job came from the MRGO. But we 
6"1 had to build an expensive levee to provide 
N us protection in St. Bernard from 
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111 hurricane flooding.The MRGO still harmed 
n our parish where the levee was never built 
m at Reggio,Florissant,Ycloskey and 
WI Hopedale.These are people live there. 
[ q  Sometimes school buses pick up children or 
161 do not pick up children due to flood 
m waters caused by high tides coming up the 
[EI MRGO.The taxpayers of ourparish.have 
a paid over four million doUars to build 

114 some levees out there that we didn't need 
1111 before, and now we still owe about seven 
r t a  million doUan that the federal 
[ l a  government hasn't forgmC that ema  debt. 
1141 And St. Bernard got nothing for all of 
rrq that. St. Iknnrd does not want another 
r!q cut.Neither does St Bernard want 11 
1171 yeam of delay caused by construction on 
11s three bridges at St. Claude, Claibome 
114 Avenue and FloridaAvenue. 
[mj And you've made a nice 
PI little statement.Youlre saying, well, 
lpl only one bridge will be shut down at that 
[PI particular time.That's the delay you'll 
w have.You forgot to mention how much 
N you're going to jam the aaffic on them 
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111 other bridges, which means them will be 
m jammed &c in thcn for Several years 

on all the bridges you make. People's 
WI time are worth money and the fuel and oil 
a in the cars are worth money, and I don't 
IB~ know how many hundreds of millions that 
m will be before it's over with but that 
a adds up to quite a bit. In the firral 

analysis, well still have, the final 
[to1 re& we'll still have to stop for 
[I<] nked bridges when the ships and 
IIZI equipment goes through. 
11s Yet, if we want progress 
1141 and the jobs and a better living which 
11q comes with it, some changes must be made. 
1161 Hismry accords that in 1825, the Erie 
rjn Canal in NewYork State was the 6ra 
a81 canal built in the United States.And it 
[WI made NewYorL State all the greater. 
124 helping to develop the economy all the way 
p11 to the Great Lakes. It was so successtul 
im it was made wider and deeper several 
lpl times. One of the greatest engineering 
IZ~I feats that was done by the United States 
wj was when it built the P a m  Canal, a 
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[i] canal cut on a continental scalc as it cut 
m North America in two from South America. 
m But the United States did the job, and the 
WI same can be said for the Suez Cmal.The 
rn United States built the Gulf Intncoastzl 
a Waterway which extends f m m B m ~ e ,  
m Texas and New Orleans to St. Madrs, 
a Florida.That anal system d e s  
a several hundred times probably more 

riq f r e i i  than people ever dreamed it wculd. 
r i l l  It had pmved a great adpvnage to our 
ria economy of the United States and 
w p a r t i d y  was benefitivc to the 
P ~ I  ewnomies ofTexas, Louisiaaa, 
asl Mississippi,Alabama and Florida. It has 
[iq helped our nation's economy grow and has 
1171 furnished thousands of people good jobs 
[ia all the way around. 
i So. if done sight we can 
m benefit from new canals.We need more 
pi] bigger and better locks and watemya to 
w handletheinaeasedaafficandlarge 
w barges and ships which in turn cmploy more 
mi people and reduce the pricc of goods you 
rm .puY at the *re. 

ril You know, today we're 
m talking about 6xing this lock, and we're 
n going to go back to the technology and the 
fq iub of amfprtation ofworldwv II. 
m But since that time the ships have gotten 

a b-, they draw more water, but the 
m canals on the other side of this lock are 
~sl not deep enough so you're not go- to do 
a that. So we're going to do a pafchvp job 

1101 or a band-aid job on a thing that's 
1111 outmoded when the modern day's 
ria transportation with the RORO ships and 
ria, the big wntaiaer ships, some of them that 

draws 50 to 60 foot of water, the big 
riq *mlreers,nothiaggs going to bc done about 
1161 that kind of thing at all.We'rC cot even 
1171 talking about the Mississippi River,which 
sa should carry tnf.6~ fmm the Gulf of 
11s Mexico dl the way up to Baton Rouge of 
m ships drawing 60 feet.Weere not doing 
rril anything about that. 
m So we're going to let the 
m New Orlcaos area, our port, the gratest 
~ a r l  in the world, should be, lag k?ehind and 
rm trytodothesvncthingfromWorldWu 
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ri] n. It's like we tried to fightworld War 
m lI with the equipment ofworld War I till 
rn we got our tanks and stuff and got out 
A there about it.We need to modernize 
m ouselves.As a sfate senator, as an 
[el indusnialisSas a consumer and as an 
m American, I realize that good changes . 
a should be made. 
a First let us consider 

riq d y  the proposed changes on the 
pi] lndusaial Canal locks is a poor band-aid 
ria for a massive pmblemThe problem is the 
1131 delay all citizens of the Ninrh Ward and 
1141 Orleans Parish and St. Bernard have to 
[iq endure while waitiog on the bridges thst 
1161 go up.That problem is reflected in the 
1171 costweasmotorimbearinwastedtimc 
ria or in wasted gasoline spent idling in 
[iq line, the cost of wasted time for towboats 
pq and ships waiting for locks to opcn and 
pi1 close and for bridges to nise and Iowa 
1221 We all share those costs in the wdy of 

higher prices for our electric power, 
m] m a n w d  goods and food, and yes, the 
IZSJ logs of our valuable time spent in 

paw 30 
[I] wairing.We need a solution that 
m eliminates all three costs, if possible, 
m and it is possible. 
[rl For instance, let us 

raise the St. Claude bridge to the heighrh 
[q of the Claiborne bridge and, likewise, 
m raise the Florida Avenue bridge to the 
w heighth of the Waiborne bridge and then 
a weld all three bridges shut so it will 

ria never open and close again.That way 
vi] automotive aafKc will never stop because 
RZJ -me boat or some barge goes tluough 
[is thcre.Thatts no big technology w do 
a41 that. 

0fcourse.at the sunc 
riel time or before you do that, you need to 
1171 build a canal that the taller ships and 
~q marine equipment can go ltuou&.And if 
p4 you do that though, you should design this 
pq new canal with a high&, never-twpen 
pi) bridge in place bcforc we start digging 
EZI the canal so that people chaf live on the 
m other side of that canal, if it ever gets 
mr dug,- never have one hour's delay at 
n all to get across &.This, simply said, 
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(41 we'll build a bridge -tie the 
n four-he mad into it first, and when you 
p] build your locks, let's be a little 
A innovative on it. St Bernard has two 
[q main arteries. St B e d  Highway and 
a Judge Perez Drive.You build that 
m high-level bridge forJudge Perez Drive 
w and build it before the canal is there so 
a people can actually drive aauss the 

[?q bridge and look down while you're doing 
[ttl all yow work, even be curious about it. 
[rn They won't be mad because they're delayed 
[f31 every time you nun amnad for something 
1141 like that. 
[ i s  When you build the locks. 
[tsl maLe your lo& gates saong enough to 

carny bridge tnffic right acmss them 
[#a] The way you operate locks always, with 
[is] very few exceptions, one set of lock gates 
m are dosed. So if you have two sets of 
1211 lock gates and you tie the roads in right, 
1221 a We old red light and a green light 
@I will tell the guy which one's open and he 
WI can always drive through and never have to 
N wait. 

[<I So what you do, you build 
n your locks fist, your gates first.You 
w build your bridges first. Get all that 
[41 wofk.And then after all that's done 
n right, then you go dig your canal.And 
[q there wouldn't be any delay. In the 
m meantime, all the w p l c  up in Orleaar and 
a Ninth Ward or whatnot would never see a 
a delay whatsoever and theit economy and 

114 their business could go right on growing. 
[ t ~ ]  Before the canal is dug, build the lo& 
[in gates so designed as to a m y  twoway 

aaffic on either lock gate so if one gate 
ri41 is open, the uaffic could go to the other 
11s gate. and when it is turned open. the 
[iq aaffic go onto the 0th- gate.This 
[in means never will both gates be open at the 
fr81 same time, which helps aaBic ntaays. 
148 When all this is done, 
1201 then and only then will we dig the canal 
1211 or the cut, if you will. Of course you 
m must have two levees which prevent a 
rm rising river or a hurricane fmm hatming 
WI the people.Thc levees must be far enough 
psl apart that fabricating plants and other 
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111 businesses needing deepwater 
~1 Pulsprration an locate on each side so 
m we can have good-paying jobs for our 
I41 C i h ~  without hum t0 OW UWhnrnCnt. 
n This goes back to the 
[sl MRGO.We promised them all those plants 
m and equipmentYet the Corps of Engineers 
(81 and others made regulations whm.you 
a couldn't have the land on either side to 

114 build 1 do&, Om thing YOU let the ships 
r11r go by, but yet you had promised people all 
pa these good-paying jobs with these big 
[is] plants. Of course, today they have no 
ti41 faith in what we say or yon say or even 
[ ~ s  me, I guess, because of how we've been 
[I@ lied to, theybe been lied to in the past. 
tiq TO mitigate the anxiety 
  fa^ and improve the looks of the area,= 
(131 couldusethisucallsotobuildsome 
1201 nice parks and such for the benefit of 
1211 people.And most important is when that 
ra] canal cut is made, if it's made in St. 
ia Betnard Puish, the money will have to be 
1241 cecfjfied in advance to close off and dam 
~~sl up the MRGO cut kmver. In hct, unless 
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[I] thac money's tied up where it fannot be 
m siphoned off somewheres else,I will 5ght 
m it till the end.But we should start, 
w afterthecanal'sinthac,atthemouth 
n of the MBGO and dam it off with a dam and 
a cover the rocks so it could never wear 
m through.Then we should go upsueam on 
a that MRGO to the old Bayou le Louae and 
PI build a dam on both sides of thu near the 

[lrn MRGO and let Bayou la Lowe go on out in 
r111 the Gult like it always d i d h d  then we 
[rzl should come up that c d  to the Bayou 
(131 Ycloskey.At BayouYdoskey, when the 
[ir] MRGO is cut. you cut a mad in two and you 
[ i s  make the value of people's propcny go to 
1161 pot.We should build two d a m  aaoss it 

at that poim.The dam on the eastem 
[IUI side should then be the new road built on 
r1o1 it and re@ that road that's already 
1201 there, put the water h e s  and things back 
pi[ in so that piece of property all the way 
rar out to lake Borgnc could be used again. 
n That would only be fair. 
WI I an remember when we 
rrsl built the canal back there then, and these 
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[il people that own land that the -1 was 
n dug on got paid for it.There wzs one 

wise gentleman, uame of Joe Memux, since 
.[a1 deceased, made a headline in the Picayune 
rn that he got paid more for a tittle piece 
w of propem he had near the Violet CanaI 
m for the MRGO cut than all the other land 
[a[ owners combined.That was injustice to 
a the other land owners I'm sure. I'm sure 

~ o l  Ms. Meraux got £air trearment.But the 
rlil point is, we should correct those wrongs 
ria and make those people's land back valuable 
ri31 again. 
[re And then, finaltg, we'll 
[iq close off the MRGO next to where your cut 
[is is, and when thafs done, you'll have a 
[in bunch of freshwater lakes in there that 
rial the tide cannot go back and forth and 
[iq erode away. If you'll remember right, I 
rrol bdicve my figure's correct, that chaane1 
pi] was at one time 36 foot deep and about 500 
WI foot wide.Today you've got places 2,000 
PI foot wide.Today it's gotten so bad 
PI you'll be able to cat into that levee and 
PI the whole lev- wiU collapse, so now 

[?I you're spending multi-aillions of dollars 
m m put rocks around them to protea them. 
rn And we're going to have to do more of 
A that. 
[q Ladies and gentlemen. I 
a wiU support such construction only if all 
mtheiinancingisvrangcd~,thatitis . 
a completed to eliminate the dangers to our 
a citizens, to stop the waste of their time 

riq and stop the economic waste to our economy 
[ i i r  of a anal that humtcs all of us, some 
[iq on a daily basis. I will rigmusly 
[is oppose a new Industrial Canal lock that 
rie wiu destroy the GaIvez S m a  &&and 
[iq the same thing goes forthe other side. 
[is Industry should be allowed w work there 
[la m give good-paying jobs to people, 
r1r industry that doesn't hurt the 
liq envimnmem, doesn't pollute the air or 
[zq what have you. Bur when you put this big 
Bil Set of lo& in there the Way  YOU'^ 
WI taking about doing it, it's a mess-up. 
w If you did it the way I'm taIking about 
w k then you could weld down those bridges 
~q and people could say forever they don't 
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AI have m wait for a bridge to go through 

them. Isn't it temble to talk about 
I the advanced economy of the United Smtes 
WI of America,the tichest nation on earth, 
[q that we're telling people, you got to come 
(61 up and stop every day of your life at that 
m bridge if a boat has m go through there. - 
a And then you're telling boats, who should 
PI keep our economy going and keep o w  costs 

[to[ down in Daospomtlon costs, you have to 
[ t i [  come up there and wait, like you said, 10 
(121 hours to 30 hours. Some of those boats 
1131 are worth $200, $500 an hour.And ifyou 
1141 hold one ten hours for two, that's just 
[lq $2,000. If yoube got piles and piIes of 
[iq them all the time, that adds up to that 
[in billion dollars in a few years' time that 
[is could easUy do all this right 
[iq So if we use our 
pal technohgy and engineering correct, we can 
p i  do all these jobs without hurting these 
IZ~J people at all, without harming their 
rza~ businesses, and at the same time make it 
pa] so that they'd never have to wait for 
pq another bridge to go up and down.And if 
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[%I we do the job right in St. Bernard, if 
n that's where you put this cut, put those 
N bridges in advance. Make it a crime for 
[dl anybody to start m dig a cut until those 
w bridges are in place, those locks are in 

a place, where the mftic could go through. 
m Certainly I didn't speak 
re] about it, there's a railroad bridge that's 
a got m be taken care of there. He can't 

lta be the hi-1eveI thing but you can put 
[to lock gates there where he goes through the 
cia levee and he comes on a m  there to keep 
[is that economy going for down the r i r  
[le where they need that kind of trafBc.AU 
riq these things can be done by your ability 
[is of engineering and technology and bring 
[in back to the people some faith in our 
as] government that's that so sexerely 
[is saessed them when they did that MRGO. I 
Pal thank you. 
PI COLONEL CONNER: 

Thank you, sir. 
rn Appreciate it. Who is our nm speaker? 
Wl MR. OICHARRRY. 
pq State Representative 
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r i i  Sherman Copeland. 
m REPRESENTATIVE COPELAND: 
rn To the Colonel and the 
141 Dock Board and all of my ConsLituenS and 
m all the visitors from St. EZmard, you 
161 know, I m e d  not to come up here, and 
rn the nason why I started not to come up 
a here is because I've been doing this for 
rn 32 years now.And I d y  think that you 

[ioi ought to just shut that screen down and 
[iil leave. Now, the problem I have with this 
ria whole process is that you sand h a  and 
1131 I'd like for you at some point in the 
1i4i discussion to tell everybody in here how 
r1q much it cost to produce that film that we 
[iq saw for 15 minutes at the beginning. I'm 
1171 willing to bet you you've already s p a  50 
[I@ million dollars aying to shove It down my 
r ~ s l  constirtituentsts'thnmt for the last 32-plus 
rrm years. Now, before you came. Colonel, we 
PI had these public hearings. I have videos 
[pl produced by your shop. I h e  audio and 
mi tape where there was a complete process 
N and everybody unanimously said no, and 
[251 then you come back.The film talks about 

[ii auth&tiom.Then's no authorization. 
EI The Congress hadn't put a dime ioto this, 
pi not one nickel into *.And ifthey're 
141 going to balance the budget, they're 
m surely m t  going to balance it by sarring 
[q new projects like this for some special 
m interest group who happens to have a mwt 

PI] fund somewhere. It's only going to have a 
rn 15 percent impact on the mu hom what I 

(14 understandTha's all. 
[ill Now. I know you weren't 
[in here, but some ofthe people in this mom 
1131 remember 1%5,Hurdane Bnsy.They 
ria remembcr that and all of the promises that 
r~s l  were mde with tha~This projccr is 
[is going to make the land-based casino look 
1171 like kindergamen.Ten years?Twemg 
[IOI years. Five hundred million dollars? 
risl Pmbably two m o n .  
w Now I want to tell you, 
PI] when it got time to fixTennessee Smet 
[pl from Florida to Chiborne, it was a 
ral nighcurare. It was a nightmare. Can you 
M Imagine what this is going to do to this 
p.51 neighborhood? I'll be dead and gone and 
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[ri there will still be dismption. Now, I 
EI would hope that one thing comes out of 
m this, and that is that you write a report 
141 that just says no.That's &Because I 
[q heard rumors floating around that the Do& 
[q Board was going to pass the baton to the 
m Department ofTransporation and 
rsl Development. I gues the heat is getring 
a too hot.They going to pass it on.Well, 

[iq I don't know exactly what that means. 
nil What you ought to do and 
1121 what we will do and what I hope everybody 
[iq in here docs is &ll Senator Bream, call 
ria Senator Lzndrieu, 4 Congressman 
119 Jeffmon, imingston,Tauz@and say, 
[is 'Balance the budget. Don't wastc the 
[iq Caxpayas'doUa~~:' Now, thefre all my 
1461 friends, but Let me tell you.They made a 
ria promise last year, they was going to bail 
PI out the Medicaid program, and now they're 
pi] telling the Stare, if you don't raise 
m taxes, we're not going to bail out the 
mi Medicaid prognmany more. 
mi You're ralLiog about 30 
m million dollars. I'm like the Senator. 
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[a If it was a billion dollars, unless the 
m money MS in the bank, no deal. I mean, 

this is ridicul0us.W is an insult. 
M It's like taking trees off St. Chvles 
151 Avenue, or what happened to Claiborne 
(el Avenue.Ibw many false promises?You all 
m ought to quit, go home, stop.Just leave 
a the people alone. Now, e i t h ~  you think 
~ 0 1  you got the most awesome power in the 
pq world or we have none, and my position is 
[ti] now, I'm not coming to any more public 
1121 hearings.You can call them all you want. 
riq The n u t  public haring I'm going to is 
[iq going to be in Washiagton, D.C. I mean. 
11s you take all these h c y  stuff and books 
~a and package them up and send them to the 
[in United States Congress and the United 
(181 States senators.Those folks in this mom 
rta are not at those meetings.And if you 
1201 Look at this, you'd thhk It was a great 
mi projea.Why don't you send them the 
[pl tapes of the last 30 yaus?Any 
PI congressman with good sense would say, 
tzq "Hey, we ought not continue to waste our 
w money like W' 
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111 Now, I understand the 
m special interest power. I understand the 
rn shipping indusuy. I understand 
14 everybody, I understand all the 
rq consultants in here who can make some 
I pretty good bucks off this. But I also 
m understand people in my district. I 
181 understand Mrs. leontine Luke who called 
ISI me last week, said, "Sherman, I'm ill. I 

ria can't come.We%e been fighting this 
1111 thing half my Uferime. Please don't let 
aa it happen!' 
[IJ~ Now, I'd just like for 
tr41 you to tell us before you leave, pnblidy, 
risl with the camens roling. if in fact it's 
1161 documented that a nmjorityof the people 
[ in in this district do not want this project, 
1181 that you will go before the United States 
1481 Congress, Colonel, and say. 'We should 
IWI cease and desk% abandon the mission. No 
@I go." Now, if you're not prepared to say 
WI that tonight, then we're all just ldnd of 
WI being taken for a ride, because no mdttcr 
WI what we sly, you're going to package your 
rzsl dogan&pony show and try to argue along 

III with the shipping indusnyto the Congress 
m that they ought to just level the road and 
m run over us. 
w Now, I got to tell you, 
m that won't happen. 1 will not happen. 
[q But it's an insult for you to even anempt 
m it on w h a m  banner you want to put it. 
181 15 colonels later, or is it 167You're 
rn 16. I'm not impressed Nothing pasod 

trq But it's an insult to send 16 milimy 
[to colonels to my lialc disaia to t q  and 
ria wipe it out like it's the Guadal or 
r131 somerhing. I mean, what's thc deal? 
ria There's got to be something else going on 
riq that we haven't h d  about. I don't 
rrq undemaud it. 1 man, people need to 
1171 talk a little louder. 
(181 I mean, let's put all the 
1161 cards on the table and not that.1 don't 
~4 understand that.And I would hope that we 
PI] have those Lind of discussiom because 
WI sooner or later, we're going to have them. 
w If we don't have them tonigh5 we're going 
WI to have them somewhere. I'm on a crusade 
12s1 now. I used to be objective about it. I 
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r11 think an elected official ought to be 
[a objective. I have been objective for the 
n last decade. I am no longer objective. I 
PI want it stopped. If you want to go put it 
m somewhere else, that's fine. If you want 
181 to pack your bags and go home, that's 
m fine. Not perx,maUy. I mean, I hope you . 
a love our beautiful town and your wife and 
PI family enjoys it and you stay hen and we 

[ta have a great timc.Just fold the 
r i l l  briefcase that says widen the Industrial 
11s Canal in this area.That's all. 
1131 Now, I'm going to dose 
r141 by saying this. I think also when you put 
[ is  that film, because I understand that some 
tiq of the churches,thcy were saying there 
1171 would be no relocation.What happened 
rw was, the first plan didn't want to 
[tq intempt the aafac, so they was going 
IWI to wipe out evaphing from Deslonde on 
pi] omr to Cafh or ForstaU. which was 
lpl completely foolish.And then they say. 
WI "Oop, too much opposition." So all of a 
WI sudden, I think your Hyde-Ebasco -Is 
uq that the name of the tinu? Ebasco, paid 
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[I] them all this money and they came up with 
n that briUi~t idea, we're going to float 
PI the lock in.Well, if they knew that, why 

didn't they do that in the first place? 
[q But that's not whem the 
r81 displacement takes place. It's the 
m bridges. Nobody's talk- - I didn't see 
la] one thing on there about bridges.Tell me 
ISJ how you expand Florida, St. Claude and/or 

rial Waiborne without dismption.That's the 
[i i] dis~ption.That's the displaqcment that 
ns nobody talks about. It's impossible.You 
1t31 know it and I kmw it.You've got two 
ria] choices. Either you have the displacement 
[la and you have an antiquated project the day 
p q  you iinish, or you do not have the 
[ in displacement - or you do have the 
F ~ I  displacement and you do it right. In 
[ISI order to do it right, you've got to wipe 
p~ out the neighborhoodYou can't 
pi] compromise it. 
lpl NOW, we have money in the 

budgetyou need to understand this.We 
pa1 put money in the budget. Nothing to do 
iaq bl the fe* state genenl fund money, 
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[I] to build a new bridge at Flotida.And 
n guess what I found out at a meeting up at 
p] the Corps last week? Unless the 
141 legislawe reauthorizes the time program, 
[a which means raising some more taxes or 
[q extending taxes, they don't even have 
m enough money to iinisb that one. Now, 
@I remember what happened? If you have this 
w penny sales *ur on gas, never again will 

114 you have to come up with another nickel to 

[I 11 fix the highways in Louisiana. It didn't 
[la work then and it's not going to work now. 
ria Any congress at any time can come anywherc 
1141 and change anything they want to do. 
nsl My good friend, Bob 
[le] Livingston, was a freshman United States 
F ~ I  congressman when this thing fust sarrcd. 
1181 Now he's Chairman of the Appropriations 
[tel Commiuee.You know how long that's been. 
pol And then he intmduced an amendment to the 
pa bill so it couldn't go down to St. Bernard 
ra  or Senator Dean. Smart move.Well, maybe 
PI we ought to start a little disruptions and 
1241 Some inttOdu&IlS. 
123 Now, my 6ve minutes is 

re up but I really warn to hear what others 
n are going to say. so Sm going to sit down 
PI and shut up. But I want you to just keep 
(41 it simple and go to Congress and just say 
rn no. Can you say that? Do you all know 
[q how to say that? Just say no.Just say 
m no. Say no. 
[fl COLONEL CONNER: 
PI Thank you, sir. Eloquent 

[tor as always. I)o we have any other state 
r l l r  officials,Joe? 
[la MR. DICHARRY: 
D31 Sfate Representative 
[iq Tommy Warner. 
1151 REPRESENTATIVE WARNER: 
[iq Thank you. I'U be much 
[<a briefer, I promise.You won't have to 
1181 worry about that. 
as] Basically, I came to 
pol listen. I wasn't going to say a whole 
PI] lot. My main objective was to make sun 
[ZZI that we play a little defense here for St. 
m Bernard Parish because I heard some things 
WI could happen as far as St. Bcroard Parish 
I%I goes. So I didn't hear that. I didn't 
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PI see that today. Senator Dean said 
n something about Bayou le L o m e  and Bayou 
a Ydoskey and all that. I don't know what 
141 his thoughts are on that and I don't think 
rsl he was quite clear on that, but anything 
[q that happens in St.Bernard we have a deep 
m concern with. In my estimation and what 
a we think should happen and what we're 
w concerned about is something that 

11q Representative Copeland just said, you 
rill know, you might have to have some 
[ ~ q  displacement. 
1131 Well, we think without 
[ i q  all of that we're looking at perhaps a 

h~&-rise facility or bridge that would 
1161 averse this fanaland I don't want to 

na tell you exactly where to put it.1 think 
a01 there are some different locations and all 
rtsl that.But we think before you do 
rrm ~ i f y o u a r e g o i n g t o d o a n p h i n g ,  
RII and whether you're going to do anything 
m with the mml or the locks or anyrhing 
WI eels, we believe we need a high-rise 
N btidge.WeSd like to run it along that 
129 M d a  Avenue canal up in there and have 
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111 somethingthat also lets the aafec get 
s off in the Ninth Ward, Lower Ninth Ward, 
rn as weU as at Paris Road.We thid that 
R will be a uemendous ma for us not only 
m for hurricane evacuation but for economic 
@I development, and that's our call here and 
m we hope that you will look at that as 
a perhaps anything you're going to do out 
PI there. 

r im The only other thing I 
[ t i  would say, Sd just have to agree, I 
[ta looked at a plan tonight and I see twelve 
ual years divided into six and then 6ve and 
[<A] then two years of displacement or 
[tq priorities and all that, and all I came 
[tq out of it was some low-level bridges which 
[in causes us about the same amount of problem 
[tar or more as somebody said than what we 
[rrn presently have. So if we're going to do 
IWI anything - and we put up some time money. 
1211 The State put up some rime money.& 
m Representative Copeland said, we alrtady 
PI have 33 million d o k ~  in the pot for 
rzq that.You give us a little bit of that 
124 federal money, put that there. put a 
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(11 high-rise, and I think we'll do much 
m betterThank you. 
m COLONEL CONNER: 
141 Thank you for your brief 
[q commentJ, sir.WhoSs next? 
161 MR. DICHARRY: 
m Representative Ken 
a Odinet. 
A REPRESENTATIVE ODINET: 

[to! Thank you, gentlemen, for 
ti11 giving me this o p p o d t y  to speak. I'm 
IIZI a little youngerthan Sherman is. I've 
1131 only been at this for about ten yean so 
r141 -I've been making some notes on your 
rtq dates that you intend to have your plan to 
11q Washiagtou.We met last week with some of 
1171 the delegation Iiumwashington, some of 
rim their representatives, in an attempt to go 
[is] ahead and get the FioridaAvenue p j e a  
12q under way and get a high-rise bridge at 
PI Florida so we can tie in the intermodal 
m highway from 610 all the way to 510 and 
1p1 ultimately auoJs the river. So we think, 
INJ ifwecangetthismo;Pingbythedatesyou 
rzq have in here or some cype of commitment 

111 that you could probably have this 
n higbrise in ready to go before you start 
I displacing the exising bridges and 
141 causing some inconvenience, I think that 
n would d e  your pmject a lot mom 
161 palatable and it would keep your projecr 
m out of BayouYclo?.key.Thauk you. 
I COLONEL COWNER: 
A Thank you. 

130) MR. DICHARRY: 
Ell  Edward Johmon. 
pa Legislatire Assistam, State 
riq Representative District 101. 
1141 MR. JOHNSON: 
1151 Good mening.1 
1181 represent the rcpresentatme from Disaia 
1171 101 out of 101. and that abuts Disaia 
1r81 99, Sherman Copeland's district. 
[IN Effectively, the Fbsida Avenue high-rise 
w will come through our disuia.The 
PI] representative in that district, Naomi 
m Farve, has insuuaed me to inform all of 
1p1 you here in the Holy Cross a m  that we 
1241 generally support the consmUents of Holy 
DI Cross but. at the same time, no mention 
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111 was made in the presentation as to what 
n happens to the socalled high-rise as it 
w leaves the Industrial Canal and comes into 
a our disai~That's totally unacceptable 
[a to us.We want it stated on the record 
A here tonight that we oppose any high-rise 
m coming info Disuict I01 to disrupt the . 
@I community we have at Florida Avenue.We 
m do not want our businesses along that 

riq corridor killed by a high-rke.Those 
r i i ]  people have been there for pars.Thue's 
IIZI nothing in your presentation that 
1131 addressed them. nothing. High-rise, 
r141 absolutely notThank you. 
1151 COLONEL CONNER: 
1161 Thank you. sir. 
1171 MR. DICHARRY: 
[iq State Representatim 
[lal Arthur MOrrell. 
WI REPRESENTATIVE MORRELL: 
l2il Good menlng, Coloael 
rn other guests and constituents. Colonel, 
mi I've been sanding in the back there and 
M listening to what some of the spcaLm 
rrsl have been saw& but I've been looking 
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131 amund and aying to Look at the reaction 
IZI of the people sitting out hm.And let 
m mesay,thisisaprimeexample,ofthe 
PI seriousness of what you plan to do. look 
m at the people out here now.This is a 
rn serious gathering hcre.This is a real 
m expression of whether or not they warn to 
rn have those locks enlarged, moved or what 
a have youYou knov,, I've been in 

[is thiscityfor53 m... andIbokat 
PI] progress as something that's going to hdp  
1121 the communiLy.But I'm still waiting for 
1131 fhPf progess to help the community. 
114 You know, years ago, and 
[tsl someone mentioned it before, down 
[iq Claiborne Avenue used to be one of the 
[rn thriving small business areas in the city. 
[rq 25 years ago, they had almost a million 
llrn people in New Orleans only. Now it's less 
[20] than a half a mWon.Why? Pmgrrss. 
PI] They brought in 1-10, IdlO.They put 
~ p l  high-rises.They come imo the d y ,  they 
ml wok and they 1eave.You'm looking at 
1241 people here who live here.Thi9 is their 
12s1 communily.All they want you to do is 

Wn-U5&@ 
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, 
(11 say,'Zisten, we want to know what you 
n want to stop disrupting your community. 
m We want to keep you where you are." 
141 You're going to move these people out of 
151 the City of New Orleans where they want to 

[s] make it their home, and all they want to 
m say is, "We've been expressing this for 
[el years." 
~sl Iusedtoiiveahalfa 

[lo] mile from hew in 1%5 when Betry came and 
1i11 they were talkhg about the locks then. 
[ l a  Nothing has happened. I know you're just 
[isl one of a s u c d o n  that may come in, and 
[id] I made the aack early on that maybe if 
[isl you get an a p p a  you may make g e n d ,  
LIB] and that's just a comment. But because of 
1171 the seriousness of it, you got to take 
rial what these people are saying just by being 
1183 hece.They don't have to get up and say 
mi anphmg.Just by being b w  is showing 
p i 1  that it's a concun enough for tbem to 
14 come out here in this hot building and 
lza] really eapress their views on what is 
p41 planned. I'm here because this is going 
~ s l  to touch on a pan of my disaict.I'm 

111 here because this is my city.I'rn here 
n because if any pmgress is going to be 
m done, la it be for the commmiries, not 
[dl for anyone else. 
lsl We're ralking about the 
a Florida cofridor.What is th t  going to 
m do?That's progms.AU that's going to 
[a] be is another escape mute for people to 
w leave New Orleans. But people really want 

[ ~ q  to stay here, make this their home. It's 
ill] a good city and it's one of the few cities 
[ l a  that have genentions a%er genentions 
1131 Styinginthecity,notgrowingupand 
1141 moving out. 
as So if an-, please 
(19  remember this:The community is speaking. 
111 Listen to what we're saying and go beck 
[la] and report it, not pmgress, what the 
[IB] wmmuruty -,and thcse people ace 
KO) speaking now.Thank you very much. 
BII COLONEL CONNER: 
m Thank you.& there any 
PI other state le&lators in attendance that 
1241 would We to say something?Any other 
1251 elected officials, reprexntadvcs? 
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141 MR. DICHARRY: 
n I have one more. 
m Councilwoman EUen Hyeur-Distance. 
n COUNCILWOMAN HAZEUR-DISTANCE: 
m Good cvening. Colonel, I 
a know this is going to be a very tough feat 
m for you, but in case you didn't know, here 
~sl in New Orleans, we have a M e  saying 
rq about lagniappe and it usually means that 

r r q  when you get somethin& you get a little 
1111 something ewa. But when I look at this 
[*a plan that you give me. I don't see 
1t31 anything ama on here. I just see basic 
~ 4 1  quality-of-life issnes thatpeople should 
r ~ q  have anyway. And if Congress really wants 
riq to do something to help this community, 
[in make the bridges high-rise fmm the 
ria beginniag. Put more money in here for 
rtal housing rehab, for better playgrounds and 
m] packs. Don't a y  to hold a conrmuni~y 
pa hostage for 10 to 20 years for W g s  that 

they should be getting anyway. 
I donZ know ifany of 

p41 you have much contact or daily cqedencc 
N in the Lower Ninth Ward or any of the 
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[I] other neighborhoods, but if you ride 
4 h u g h  here, you will see new homes being 
p] built, you will see homes being renovated. 
w YOU will see streefs b c i i  resurfaced and 
I others are going to be completely redone. 
lb~ YOU will see lights on pIaygmun& where 
m there have not been lights before. Now, 
n when we nraLc all thcse imprwuncnts, how 
w are people who have sauggled here for 

SO] years, their pmpeny values are going to 
1111 suffer because of this pmject. How are 
[is we supposed to bring ?ew home owners into 
[tq this wmmuniy when you waot a 1 0  to 20 
114 year consaucdon project? And the 
1151 saddest thing is, when it's all over, 
[IS those millionaire ship 0- and those 
1111 big industry people are going to have a 
[is wider lot and we're going to be starting 
AW, fmrn w u n d  zem aU over again. 
129 I see that you briefly 
p i 1  listed some of the mitigation plan 
p j  features, but mme of the things I don't 
m see on here and maybe you didn't have 
pa] mom hut it was in the big hook that you 
w gave =.And lisstof all.Senator 
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[ti Johnson said 33 million dollars is just, I 
n guess that's lunch money for the people 
m who are going to build this rhing.But 
[dl 1.5 million approximately was for a 
rn parking lot for your wnstructton workers. 
[q I don't consider that to be mitigation for 
m the commuaity, and that wasn't laid out on 
a here.But that's things people need to 
a how.  How is that going to help us? 

riq We're the ones and the people who live 
~ r i  here every day arc the ones who are going 
1121 to have to be stuck in the haf6c jams, 
rrq not even you guys, this community. 
1141 And when we talk about 
riq mitigation, I guess we're just supposed to 
ria believe that even though this Congress 
[in seriously considered cutting Mediaid and 
rrq affecting millions of senior dtizens, 
[rsl they're supposed to care so much about 
1201 four little old neighborhoods in the Nimh 
1211 Ward that they're going to give us 33 
1p1 million dollad I don't think so.We 
[a don't want l a n d  that's just the bottom 
IW line. 
N COLONEL CONNER: 
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ol Thank you, ma'am. Do we 
n have any other elected officials or their 
1 designated reprc~cn~tivcs in the room at 
141 th is t imewhow~uldLi lreto~las t  
[q call before we open it to the public. 
[sj 0kay.Joe. who is the 
m fint public speaker? 
1 MR. BROWN: 
(el I'm Uoyd Brown, 

rro, President of the LowexNinth Ward 
rrii Neighborhood Couodl and also part dtbc 
[rq working group with the widening of the 
ria] Industrial C a d  1ocks.A~ was mnrioned 
114 before, and I ditto what rep- 
ria She- Copeland and also SemtorJohoson 
uq mentioned, I want to ditto that.And you 
[in know from the begin&& Georgictta 
ria Warren, who is d c d  now, Rudy Muse, 
1461 who is one of the proponenrs of this 
rm particular pmject, we opposed it, and I 
pi] want to go on the record, as the 
IZ~I representative fcum the Lower Ninth Ward 
rn Neighborhood Council, that we totally 
mi oppose it. 
N As I m y  quote from one 
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[il of our working group members, we want you 
m to look at the comprehensive study that 
n was made in St.Bemard years ago that it 
141 was given and it was the preference of 
m Congrew to build or widen the locks in 
[q theviolet Canal area.And I notice that 
m no mention of that has been made,for the 
a exception of the representative who 
1 represented St. Bernard Pvith was here 

rim and they wanted to make that it 
r i i l  doesn't go there, and you gave us a 
rrq defense mechanism as if to say that, hey, 
1131 we're not going to build that lock down 
1141 there because of the Environmental 
[iq PmfeclionAgency.We want the 
[iq Environmental Protection Agency in our 
[in area as well. Representative ofthe Holy 
riq Cross area, Rudy Muse, who is now 
[is] deceased, also opposed it. We mitigated 
rm this thing night afta night.We talked 
pi1 about chis projea.We talked about the 
1p1 widening of the Indushial Caoal.We 
rn talked about how hard many of theVietnam 
PI Veterans work and those who were in the 
~4 Korean War worked to help build this area 

pese w 
111 to make it a viablc, livable place for 
n this community.And during Bnsy, we 
w suEferedYou a& these people here who 
[dl suffered about what is happening with the 
m widening of the moalThey blew that 
~sl levee and poured all that w~teron us. 
m We've never been coupmated for it. 
a We still would like to go 
rn on record opposing this projea.We said 

[rq it and you look in the minutes that were 
[ r i ]  taken during our mcetings.We met at 
1121 Jackson Barrdcks repeatedly.We met here 
[iq at Holy Cmss.You read the minutes and 
a41 you'll notice in each one of the minutes 
[rq as we talked.And each of you guys who 
pq  are up here, including the ptoject 
[in managers and Mr. Pat Gallwey from the Port 
[in[ of New Orleans, the Colonel. I thiok this 
[iq is my, what, fourth colonel whom I've 
1201 worked with in regards to about the 
pi] widening of the caaal.We still going on 
w record that we oppose it. 
p ~ a l  Thecomprehensivestudy 
aa that was made for the Lower Nimh Ward/ 
rn Holy Cross~Bywater area, this thidr; the 
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['I one for St. Bernard Parish, thin as my 
n linger. So what I'm saying is that we 
m don't want i t  St. Bernard don't want it. 
[a] We want to be compensated for when Betsy 
n was.We flooded out in this -.We 
rq suffered.We walked this &.We know 
m what it is.We know what the problem is. 
[a] And you talking about fleedugAmerica. 
14 YOU are fleecing Louisiana, the Lower 

r i o ~  Ninth Ward.The Neighborhood Council wiU 
1111 go on record as saying that we totally 
[ f a  oppose this projea.Thank you. 
I131 COLONEL CONNER: 
1141 Thank you, sir. 
1151 MR. DICHARRY: 
r iq  Linda Porn? 
1171 Linda PO& 
A@ <NO response.) 
1181 Elizabeth Blaise. 
m MS. BLAISE: 
pi] My name is Elizabeth 
rq BBhe ahd I do live at 5033 North Rampart 
lpl Street in the Holy Cross Historic District 
iw and I've been a resident - 
1251 YOU can't hear? It's too 

(11 low? HOW about there? Is it 
rn better? Should I go closer? Is this 
PI better? okay. Good. 
[41 I've lived here just 

n about all my life. I was born here, spent 
[ q  a few years in Chicago when my family 
m moved there and then came back, and I'm 
a still Lming on property that my 
a grandparents farmed on in the early 1900s. 

[lo[ I've been a membcr of the Holy Cross 
NeighborhoodAssociation since its 

[la inception in 1981, and 1 am against the 
11s) widening of the anaLAnd most of these 
1141 very eloquent speakers stole threefourths 
[is] of my speech, but this ia such a 
ps] monumental undertaking and the people who 
r rn  are going to feel it the most are those 
1181 who live near the bridges, live near the 
1 7 9  levee where a lot of the wok  is going on, 
m and I have no idea how they're going to 
~211 blow up the St. Claude bridge to remove 
m all that concrete. Please, don't even 
PI think about a high-rise bridge at St. 
WI Claude. Many people don't have 
I Z ~  tnnspnation, and when Betsy hit us. 
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111 that was the only way you could get by 
m foot out of the area.And we have no, 
131 absolutely, we have absolutely no 
r41 emergency measures at all whenever there's 
151 any kind of flooding. Fortuoately, we 
a haven't flooded lately and for a good 
rn while. But there's absolutely no place, 
a wheneva they announce erne-9 buildings 
m for people to get to, there's never any in 

[lo] our area.And the only way we survived 
r lr ]  Bnsywas to just- I tell you, it was a 
[la mess. It took weeks and weeks, and I 
[t31 won't go through all of that because the 
F ~ I  people who went through it really know 
risl what it was. 
r iq  We've tried to do as much 
[in as we can in our area because we are 
rial isolated from the *.We're this little 
rim po&et.And it's been neglected for a 
WI long iime. Nobody's paid much attention 
1211 to if. Some pcople don't even know we 
rq &.And we've had Christmas in 
w 0cmber.We put up a, what was it, 
p41 $$80,000 playground that we built.We're 
m renovating homes with the Holy Cross 
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r11 Community Dipelopment Corpontion, recent 
m street paving this adminimation has 
w helped us with. 
w And, you know. all t h e  
[SI satistics are just print on paper.You 
[q pretty well really have to consider that 
rn these are people living hm.And when 
a you ollk about replacing the St. Claude 
m btidge and you think about the people who 

[ r q  are lming only a street apart from that 
[ i s  bridge.1 have no idea how they would 
~4 stand this.& least I'm a block or so 

away. But I still will feel itAnd I 
[tq can tell you and I can tell you the things 
psi that have made me make this decision, too, 
[ ~ q  that we do not want.We don't want huge 
[t71 sh ip  going through our neighborhood with 
r r  possibly dangerous cargoes and mwling 
r ~ q  houses as they go by.We know there pnll 

12q be long delays in d c  when these ships 
m pass through.We don't want our beautiful 
m scenic levee to be cut back and topped 
with concrete walls.That would be where 

[ a ]  the gmffiti artists can ply their mde, 
m and if you look around where these walk 
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[i] already ex& it tr disgusting.We don't 
m w a n t t o h a v c t o ~ o u r h o l m s b c ~ ~ ~ o f  
m the noise and the vibration heavy 
R equipment produces.We don't wun to lose 
m Holy Cmss Schoola rminsPy and support 
rsl of our neighbohd became the students 
m can't get m school with,= this time, it 
181 was only one bridge was going to bc open 
rsr atatime.. 

ciq Andnoamount- 
[irl SUX),0001 No amount of mirig.aion cm 
as ~ t h a t . A n d I d o m n i n d t h e C o r p s  
a* of Bugheers on their aruemm on scvcnl 
PI occasions that if the residcm~ did not 
oo want this project,* wo~td not take 
 IT^ place. Is this just rhetoric now and orn 
an area just coosidered expxhble to the 
pq t l ~ e d s o f f h e m n r i b l w ~ ? I h n c t o  
[I* see this project put in any Locnlitywhere 
IZCI itwauldhaveadePistviagdiecronthe 
pi1 communily.And I just ddnk there must be 
PI somco~waymsolvcrhispmbl~~for 
rn the big ships otha thnn saaifidng our 
WI neighbothood and its raidem.- 
rrsl go= 

fll COLONEL CONWER: 
m Thankyou,nn'am 
PI MR. DICHARRY: 
R Kenweb. 
m MRWELLS: 
PI Good mninkThnoltm 
m for letting me connncmmnight.My name 
PI I s K c n W c U s . I e e p r r s e m t h c ~  
n Waterwap 0pmton.We arc the mdc 

rtq urrodatkm,mtiomlmdc assodation 
[it1 for the ~ ~ Q T C  and towing industry. I WU 
[rs be brief as much as anything else because 
[I* Idon' twantto inf l ia th is~on 
N ~ d y t o n l g h t . I P l s o t h i a k I ' m p ~  
as toloscitpmtyaooe 
[isl Obvio*thisisaa 
[in Important project tbr ow indugay. 1 
[iq won't bore you tonight by gohg imo the 
((9 d e P i l o f w h a t i t m e a n s m m ~ .  
la7 rnresencthatformynriacncommemr. 
pi1 I ~ I  could ihough, tonight I want m tak 
rpl abouttherulbcneecMesofthis 
rn project,- that don? own barged, 
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[il barges move back and forth out of thc 
m M&siss i i  Rivcr.This is an economic 
iq development tool that benefits the e d m  
R southcastem Unitcd Statcs.Whcn people 
m in Florida a d  Alabama flick on a light 
m switch, it's very likely that the coal 
m that produced that poaw moves through 
a rhis lock.When people in Mkaisdppi gas 
m up their cars, W very Wrely that thc 

[tq raw product that made that g~soline moved 
ail through fhis lock, ~ l ~ ~ e d  to mton 
as Rouge, moved across to Mobile. It's all 
flat part of an economic chain. 
It41 The -n this SUch 
[iq bnsy lock, one of the busiest in the 
[i6j nation.* bemuse it serves thc CNmOmic 
[in needs of sb states.This makes this 
tw masportation link an important part of 
riq our emiie regbml dcvelofmYm hem in 
prq the South.And the Corps has done a vay 
pi1 good job,a great job, of meilsnring the 
PI impauthatthisbckwlllhmon 
rn ~ a i s t i o g e s s e s a n d ~  
rr*1 indmtcb as well as the impact that the 

PI p p l e  thnt dour d on t o w b o p t s . ~  I rzcl ~ , i f w c h a v c a r e l i a b l e w a y m ~  
w irn'tjusrabckthatLetatowboltrand ~4 poduas imo the MksMppi Rive-r up 
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a1 But one thing is llliesins 
n from the adpiaAnd nrher than go 
rn iorothcscahiaoftheeddlng 
WI basimss,theCorpshudonechPSM 
p~ like to talk about what thc artLRics do 
rn notcap~~r.Thatistherolcthiltancw 
m lock could play in the fmurc development 
m ofouruca,notonlyIa~butthc 
pj eminSouth.Ifyouktbkhgaboot 

Fq thccO8tsandben&Oflocntingan 
II~I indusay uc.then you have to wdgh the 
as mqmrtation costr.You have m weigh 
aat thenliaWity..Rlght~oar.thisisnota 
[rq reliable lock on which you'd base an 
[isl tOtirrhcilltgontheGulfGoasrIt's 
as] old. It's cnnky.It brake down a lot 
[in In om' industry, we live with that every 
[lq day,butifyou'rethioLinglboul~a 
sol ncw industy in. puke going to thinlr 
izq mice about pinning your hopes on this 
pq lock. HowCvCG if this h& is replaced 
m andifsuddenlywehaveavailable 
m i n ~ ~ t i o n i n a r e l i a h I c  
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[1] into the Louisiana Industrial C d ,  if 
n you will, that's going to be one of the 
m biggest selling points that this region 
141 can have nadonally and inteznatiody. 
n If you build this lock. you are setting a 
[q course of economic development for the 
m next century. If we don't build it, we 
PI will never have a way to measure how much 
pj economic opportunity was lost, how many 

(14 jobs never came to the Gulf Coast, w the 
It41 South of this couoay. 
[fa And 6nalIy. I'd like w 
[t* speak a little bit to some of the members 
[MI of the commuoity who have come out for 
[tq this meting, whose pvents came out for 
1161 meetings, whose parents' parents came out 
[la for meetings. In terms of our industry, 
119 yoube eamed our respect. I think you've 
[to] earned everyone's respect. On and on and 
1201 on the projects have come, and each time 
PI] you've said back, it has to work fo; this 
[221 community.The earlier p h  didn't work 
[pi for this community, but I think it you 
i241 will look coolly at these plans,they do 

work for the community. 

111 You've said you needed 
n jobs and job aaining Wing more i m p o m  
PI than anything.This program has job 
[4l oaining.You've said the mads here need 
p~ to be Iixed up.We all drove overthem to 
a get here.ThereVs money here to fir the 
m mds.The houses hex  do need re@, 
pj renovati0n.A lot of people in this 
pj community don't have air conditi0ning.A 

[to lot of them don't have weathespmfed 
[la houses.lhere is money here for those 
[fa things. In other words,you won. It m y  
114 not seem like it, but you won, crpedally 
[14] if you consider that there is not a pot of 
[lq cash out these at the federal level.The 
119 senators,repnsenWs, have all been 
(17 very dcu.They understand that.We 
~9 understand that. I mean, we can all agree 

on that.The federal government is 
1x9 cutting back.The state is cutting back. 
PI If you want to talk about shield the 
r z 2 ~  money, the money is here.There rmy not 
IPI be another program w come for some time. 
vq It's a victory for the neighborhood, I 
sq think. It's a victory for us. It's a 
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[?I victory for the South and the economic 
w development in this area.And thank you 
p] for lcfting me speak tontght. 
R COLONEL CONNER: 
n Thank you, sir. 
w MR. DICHARRY: 
m Mary Penny Thompson. 
w MS.THOMPSON: 
w My name is Mary Penny 

r1q Thompson. I am a student attormy at the 
~ 1 1  Tulane Envlronm~ntal Iaw Clinic. I am 
[fa not, however, appeving today on behalf of 
[ta T u b e  Iaw School or the uuiversiry but 
1441 I'm instead appearing s o l e  on the behalf 
liq of the Holy Cross Netghborhwdhssodation 
1161 and the louisiann Environmemal Action 

Network. 
[IS My diems oppose this 
[ipl pmject because it fails to comply with 
pol the law, namely, the National 
pfl Environmental PolicyAct and b 
r z 2 ~  implementing regulatiom.The Corps of 
n Engineers and the local mnsor, the Port 
1241 of New Orleans,am. pushing this project 
BW through the neighborhood surrounding the 
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[il Indusnial Caml without adequately 
w addressing impacts or altemadvcs. 
PI First, the project does 
(41 not adequately amlyre the diffaem 
n alternatives for expmdhg the Industrial 
iq C a d .  It has tentatively selected a 
m channel IXX) feet Long by 36 fen deep 
19 over a shorter, shallower draft channel 
w which the Corps picked as an overall cost- 

[tq effective one with benefits oufwcighing 
[1r the costs.fhe deeper channel was 
11s selected, as noted in your report, due m 
c1q the sponsarship ofthe Port of New 
[t4 Orlea05.The Port will pay the 
ria construction costs of inaeasiug the depth 
rlsl and Length. But why go forward with an 
[tn altemadvc that will caw more adverse 
[la impacts than produfc benetits jw because 
r ~ q  the Port dumps additional money into it? 
@II I f t h e t r u e g d i s t o s o h a d c d  
prl bottleneck in d g r t i o n  and the Corps' 
lpl chosen alternative will do that, why are 
n we being bought off by the Port? 

Second,the project 
pq cannot move forward without the 
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[il replacement of the Florida Avenue bridge, 
n yet the pmject fails to include any 

detailed analysis of the replacement 
(41 process in its report or drift 
m Environmental Impact Statement. It then 
a goes on to use the replaced bridge as pan 
rn of its uamponation plan for relieving 
[q congestion in the affected areas. If the 
re] City's and State's plan for relieviug 

rial congestion in this construction area is so 
r i l l  imponant and so crudally interrelated m 
[iz~ the Corps' planned project, why is there 
[is1 no detailed analysis of how it will be 
[141 funded, how it will proceed or how that 
r1s1 consuuction will impact this aria? 
1161 Third, the project's 
[in adverse impacts are severe, yet the 
ri81 analysis of those impacts is incomplete. 
rtel For example, construcrion will impla two 
w neighborhoods on the National Register of 
pi] Historic Places, the Holy Cmss 
m neighborhood and Bywater neighborhood, for 
[23) approximatelyten years.Also,the St. 
WI Claude Avenue bridge as well as the 
pq current lock are both eligible for 

r i ~  historic bthgs and they will be 
n desm,yed.A memorandum of agreement 
m required by the National Historic 
M PresemtionAct has not yet been 
m executed. Nowhere are the impacts of 
re] piledriving or other wmruction 
rn activities analyzed and their effect on 
a these faagile districts. 
a Another example of the 

A4 ~ 0 r p ~ '  aOalySk. air qmw, C O U S ~ S  

11t1 only of old air quality samples and the 
ria EPA -.There is no -is or 

pmjected increase of polluunts during 
ria] the construction phase arising from the 
rtsl emisions of construction vehicles in the 
[iq am. Eke MC due to td6c 
1171 congestion, or simply the amount of dust 
[is generated.There is no analysis or 
[?el projected of projeaed in- of 
rn pollutants which will arise from the 
PI] anticipated increase in water uaf6c or 
m the Industiial Canal after constmaion. 
[231 This is just a sampling. 
rrrl The Corps' report is riddled with holes 
M when it comes to analysis of adverse 

p41 they have less political clout than other 
1251 pmiously considered siteSThc dnft 

pasen  
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(11 impacts.As required under the National 
m Environmental Policy Act, it should be 
PI clear that the full impacts have never 
R been aualped or comprehemiily addressed. 
m Since the impacts are so severe, the Corps 
[q of Engineers recognizes in its own report 
m that tidl mitigation of impacts is 
r impossible.What can compensate for a 
re] five-foot flood wall erected upon the open 

sol green area of the current levee. cutting 
r111 off visual access to the water for all 
rrs residents of the nearby areas? What can 
[is] compensate for emergency response time 
(141 delays, including lire, rescue, ambulance 
11q and police, due m at least one of three 
riel bridges connecting the neighborhoods to 
1171 these services being out of commission 
r?q during comuuction time? 
14s The Corps admits that 
1201 urban mitigation is a unique case, far 
pti Merent from the Colps'accustomed 
m natural resources mitigation, yet the 
mi Corps ignores its own contraaofs 
WI conclusions regvding prewnsrmction 
PI phase mitigation and proceeds with its own 
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111 mitigation plan.This plan consists of 
m only 34 pages of vague,flexible promises 
PI and a budget of only two pages for a plan 
(41 of spending 33 million dollars. Is this 

adequate planning by anyone's sandad2 
181 Until the details of this plan are 6xed, 
h analy~ed and in black and white, how can 
a they be considered adequate? 
n Fitlally,thc pmject will 

[lq occur in an area consisting of an 
FII cnerwhelunngly miaority population.Why 
[iq must the neighborhoods of the Lower Ninth 
riq Ward, Bywater, St. Claude and Holy Cmss 
1i.q bear the severe impacts of this project 
[la which will cerrainly result in further 
[~sl decline ofthe residentid areas, further 
[in blight, slower emergency respotwe time, 
[iq loss of access to the city and a flood 
[iq wall barricading them in Wre a prison 
rn wall? Is this another replay of the 
pi1 improvements of Claibornc Avenue, which 
I ~ I  was built to fadlitate vehicular aaffic? 
n Have these residents been targeted because 
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pl m n  Report and draft J h v i r o m  
a ImplaStatemmtdoesllcclcmvlswcrthe 
rsl questions aaLed here.Thcre can be no 
I41 ~ p u b l i c c o m m e n t u n t l l r h c ~ r t  
a issupplemancdwichadnzilcdlnalysis 
a requircd by the National ~ n m c n l a l  
m PolicyAn. 
a Theseneighlwrboods 
R deserve more than what ymke given them. 

Ilm There needs m bc details and we urge you 
[HI to reconsider and reevaluate th i6 projea 
I I ~  and these -.Thank you 
11s COLONEL CONNER. 
1141 Thanlr YOU. 

Ira MR. DlCHARRI. 
aq Brorher Stephen Walsh. 
11 71 BROTHER WALSH: 
pa] My name isBrorhe-r 
aol Stephen WnLa of the congregatton ofHoly 
1201 Cro~.While I ama rrsident of the Aoly 
PO Cross EEstoric Dimict ndghborhood, I 
rzq addseasyouthis~ashcadmasterof 
m~ Holy Ctosr Middle School and Eigh School. 
prl The firsr members of the congregation of 
ESI HolyCmsscamemNewOrlcansfromrhe 

FI Universityof None Dame 148 years ago to 
. m arsumcniqmsimtyforh~ary's 
a OrpbanAsyInmloacdmthe~day 
w ByWaarneighbomoOdThe present site of 
161 Holy Cms has been in continuom 
a eduotionalusesinceitspurchasein 
m 1859.However, the Lurdjs not om 
a kgacy.OurtmeIcgaey~theLRcsof 

generations of Holy Cross men and their 
119 kdies .  
1111 I should Wre m rcllrrrrk 
I121 on ma aspects ofyourphns to mJmvate 
nol the locks which will adversely affect Holy 
riq Cross Middle School and High Schod 
1161 Kkspite (h at the 1% hour 
as  thi6 evening of a proposed bridge over St. 
1171 Claude, I would like to enter into tbe 
EM record my concern and our concern ofthe 
11e1 proposed tm-yar closure of the St. 
1201 Claude Socet bridge which is projeaed 
rrii for thc eighth yeat of the conmuctbn 
rzq project. PreJcoPy, 65.7 percent of fbe 
lasl studems enrolled reside west of the 
W] ~caMl,cloll,passingmosrof0ur 

Pase 81 

m cornpetisor schools on the way to Holy 

Page 8s 
111 Cmss.Nearly half of our audencs ride a 
rrl Holy Croswwwdbus w scboo1somc 
n happily beginning their day at 6:15 a.m. 
yy iaordercoaaendthearrpc~las 
ISI their grat m t h u e ~ ,  
a father, broths, undes and cousins have 
m anended or now &. RMueiog of 
PI buses or delays due to m4wd tra@c 
R panem would r e d  in inconvenknt, 
sol unacceprrbIe and unsafe ride olmes for our 
1111 smdaw. w, ):pdtac problems 
a s  would ~ C t V  af&a student 
ps pvti~ninowathleticmdmuric 
l i 4 ~ P n d i m p c d c ~ a c n s s W l i r y  
~q and panidpation in school cvcnts.ln a 
as  word, your phns threaten om 
aa icgaeg. 
a s  Theaeco- 
1161 mitigation -sea a d c a  dollar amount 
m t o c o m p e ~ ~ t h c ~ L o s J o f  
Pi1 emollmcnt. For us. thc Loss ofonc 
m srudcm is imolenblc.you pleaem an 
lpl eneMiveLiSl0fremporrrgpbstbls 
an projea will acate.And might I suggest 
pbl thatthesemaybeattheexpenseoflost 

p w  = 
--- 

a1 pcrrnanent jobs, such as tfachen and 
a janitors at Holy Cross. 
rsl In the WIKSC ofthe past 
y y ~ ~ a s ~ e v e r g c l c m n t  
a ofthiapkanhasbcenaltered.rbeonc 
pl tb&lgthathasnmained~lsthe 
m donvcoftheSt.Claudebridgeforrwo 
pt yeaIa.your video this evening prouuly 
1 b o w t s r h P d u r i n g ~ c o ~ a , t h e r c  
a o l ' w i ~ b e n o i n t e r N @ o n i n ~  
[ill tcmc.wewunaorhiUgLcss,an 
a s  uninterroped flow of ~ n u b t s  m s s  the 
rial St. Claude bridge. For gemmtions of 
w R o l y C r o s s m e n , a ~ r n i f  
am uaaccepable esfust for nrdincs has 
KISI been, %rotl~r.r,the bridge was up.'The 
1171 irony aon is that thc bridge is down will 
a s  vuy likely be the reasan dor the absence 
liq of some. 
pq Ithob110tcsclped0ur 
[a1 attention that the origiaal conrrmction 
pq ofthe Indusmal Canal d b p o w ~ e d  
w U r s u l i n c A u d e m y a n d C o u v e n ~ u ~ i t  

tobercbatedekwhereinthedtyin 
rzsl 1 9 1 2 m m a k e ~ f o r t h e ~ . A B c r  

-U- (23) -81 -Page 84 
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171 years of discussion and despite this 
m evening's temporary proposed bridge, what 
m evidence is there that you have seriously 
141 considered alternatives to the -year 
[q closure of St. Claude? Is it not time W 

rq disregard conventional wisdom and are you 
m really aware of the adverse consequences 
[a] of your actions? It is one thing to l a  
PI to live beyond the bridge and now. with 

r i q  these new plans. we W that we ace 
r i l l  destined to live behind a wall, albeit a 
1ia sea waI4proposed to replace the 
1131 gtacefd, sloping levee on the southern 
ria1 end of our campus and beyond.& you 
[%I aware that this stretch is v i d y  the 
1w-1 only pai-t of rhe city's levee hom which 
1171 one can approach the river without 
rial crossing a railroad track? Have you taken 
rw imo consideration that ours is a national 
rrm historic neighborhood and this imposing 
p i ]  wall erodes ow histodd in=& and 
WI robs of us an asset tbat makes the 
n neighborhood attractive w home owners? 
4 1  ASmbCrtFr0SthS 
[pl suggested. 'Tences do not good neighbors 
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[il mission is the protection and restoration 
m of the Pontchamain Basin, and in that 
w capacity, we have reviewed the draft 
WI Envimnmcnral Impact Statement in re@& 
[ q  to its impacts on the water qnality and 
~q habitat of Iake Pontchamah. We do 
m also, however, recognize that there ace . 
w many other potential impacts to the 
csl neighborhoods surrounding this proposed 

[<ol project, neighborhoods that the Foundation 
[ill has worked cloxly with since o w  creation 
FZI over eight years ago.We appreciate. 
11q understand and support each of the 
ri41 neighborhood's concerns and we do believe 
[IS] that we can best serve the needs of the 
r t q  community by focusing our aueMion on the 
[in environmental impacts of the proposed 
rial projea. In our tole as a public entity, 
[iq we will gladly share any information we 
rn obtain on the potential environmental 
p i ]  impacts with the various community groups 
lpl as we continue to review this projea. 
rn From our preliminary 
mi review of the EIS, it is apparent there is 
pq a signi6cant problem with conlaminated 
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111 n?ake."Trecs and lawns on top do not 
R mften the offensive nature of what is 
w perceived to he a barrier by fhoae of us 
PI destined w live at the bottom of your sea 
151 wall.Will you please jusdPg the 
@I necessity of extending this sea wall or 
m flood wall doWnrmer from the canal? 
(81 I should Wre to conclude 
PI with the words of Daniel We- when he 

[in] argued the landmark Danborth College cue 
r i i i  before the United States Suptune Coun 
1ia Applying these words to our school and ow 
[ r q  neighborhood, "It is, sirs. a small school 
oa but thnr are thox of us who love it." 
I Thank you. 
I?@ COLONEL CONNER: 
1 Thank you. sir. 
l la l  MR. DICHARRY: 
IISI NeilArmingeon. 
prm MR. ARMINGEON: 
ml Good evening. My namc is 
[pl Neil Anuingeon. I'm the Envirunmcntal 
rzal Director for the Lake Pontchartraln Basin 
ru] Foundation and I am here tonight on behalf 
psi of our members.The Iake Foundation's 

-- 
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111 sediments in and amund the area of the 
m Inner Harbor Navigadon CaoaL In 
pi addition, we believe that the dredging and 
MI disposal of these materials as described 
m in the Corps'plan has the potential to 

spread these toxic tnate%Ms to other 
m areas within the Pontchamdin Basin. It 
a is our opinion that the New Orleans 

District has failed to adequately address 
1101 the subsequent potential human and 
1411 envimnmental health concerns related to 
FZI the removal and dispsal of chcse 
[is] contaminated sediments and we believe this 
1141 work must be addressed before any review 
l r q  process can move forward. 
[is] Ihaveafewinitial 
1171 remarks I'd like to enter iato the record. 
rial Some of the sedhest  core samples taken by 
[iq the Corps hom within the anal  show very 
m high lcveIs of heavy metals, specifically 
PII mercury contaiaed in the sediments. Some 
[pl of these sediments h.ld levels of mercury 
rn of 20 parts per million or 40 t&nes the 
w level considered safe by the State of 
[pl Louisiana. Many other samples contained 

Page 85 - Page 88 (24) Min-U-Scriptc8 



PUBLIC MEETING RE INDUSTlUtU LOCK 
REPLA- PROJECT J v  27,1997 

1 1  

111 high Levels of heavy metals.Yet in the 
m public notice adverrising this meeting, 
(31 the New Orleans District desuibed the 
(41 levels and contamhcion as moderate.We 
IS] believe this is misleading and its 
a designation is b e d  on faulty science. 
m This pmposed project 
[q will require the removal and disposal of 
IS] almost 1.4 million cubic yards of 

lrq contaminated sediments. Clearly, there is 
1111 a public health issue involved with the 
11s removal and the safe disposal of these 
1131 materials that must be addressed in 
[ iq  greater derails. 
11% We also believe that the 
1181 EIS uses questionable science to describe 
[tn the sedlment quality, averaging sediment 
1181 samples rather than idemifying them in a 
1181 single basiswe believe that, again, 
w this misleads the public as to extent of 
1211 the contaminatioul'he Disnict, rather 
m than utui+iog a method that adequately 
124 describes the potential health risks and 
rui environmental impacts, uses a methodology 
wq which potendally misicads the public. 

111 We also believe that the 
m Corps has failed to identify the crtent 
PI and location of the contamioated 
M sedimentr.The EIS does not contain a map 
1% that the public can clearly identify with, 
M understanding where the sediments were 
m taken. 
M Finally, we question the 
a e f f e e n e s s  ofthe proposed disposal of 

(14 said contaminated sediments in a coaflned 
oi l  disposal fa-, basically which are 
(IS areas along the Missicsppi River Gulf 
~ t r l  Outle~ this in spite of the fact that 
114 these facilities, CDFs, have historically 
rln hXpm-61tmiSe p 1 ~ n i w x c d 3 r a v -  
l iq  limited ability to keep the toxins out of 
[tn the environment, allow iish and wildlife 
rlq and humans to come in contam with 
[<PI contaminated materials.and can leak 
1201 contaminated water into surface and ground 
1211 waters.The Corps pmposes to use this 
m technology in spite of the he& that a 
BI s w a t  rcuility for disposal of 
lari conmmiuated sedlmentr in the Calcasieu 
w. Rmet has been shown to be Eailins and 
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111 leaking toxins. 
m We question the C o w  and 
I ask, how will these facilities be 
14 maintained? Will they contain settling 
a ponds? Wi they contain water quality 
181 pcatment? How will they be maintaiqd? 
m Who will maintain them? How often will 
I@ they be monitcred' Who will monitor them' 
a Will the information be shared with the 

rtq affected co . . 
[it! Finally, we quesdon the 
ria Corps'disposal site choice. Why would 
1131 YOU place hazardous material next to the 
114 Mississippi River Gulf Outlet in Orians 
(151 and St. Bernard Parish, one of the most 
[tq dynamic areas in the Pontchamain Basin? 
[is What would happen if a hurricane hit St. 
rjq B e r d  or lower Orleans Parish? Would 
r1o1 the polluted sediments be spread all over 
rn the lower Ward and St.Bemard 
@I] marshes? That is not wen addrcssed.Tbe 

conmimated materials must be contained 
la1 in a way that would protect not only human 
rul health but envImnmcnta1 quaIity.We will 
na submit further comments at rhc end of the 

Page 90 

- - 

Page m 
111 period.Thank you. 
m COLONEL CONNER: 
a Thank you, sir. 
!4 MR. DICHARRY: 
m CarlGonnlees. 
1 MR. GONZALES: 
m Good evening, Colonel. 
pn ThanLyouforallowingustospcalr 
a tonight Can you hear me now?Thauk you. 

[to] I'm here in a dual 
1111 capacity. First off, I am President of 
I I ~  the Greater New Orleans Barge Fleeting 
[iq Association. Our association is comprised 
py of 56 member companies. Many of these 

~ r d ~ ~ t f w s h -  
riq the barges through the locks.Also, nnny 
[ la of our members are fleet operators, the 
aw imges that, as you see in the diagram or 
[tq picture here,are fleeted in locations 
rn h m t h e  mouth of the river north m Baton 
PI] Rouge and m y  f l e a  are located in the 
w Indusaial Canal and the m y  Canal 
PI areas. Combined, these 56 companies 
w employ in excess of 6,000 individuals. 
m Thmugh alI the data that has been 
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[I] compiled by both the Cops and our 
m association, we would Wre to meme the 
rn right concerning this m a w  and file 
(41 appropriate memorandums to you by the 
[q February date. 
a Secondly, I am executive 
m vice-president of Gulf South Marine 
a Tiansportation Company.We are a local 
PI towboat operator.ThnequaRers of our 

[ i q  towing is done on the MMssippi River 
[if] and the Bast Canal.This a m  is fmm New 
ria Orleans, the Indusnial locks, east of St. 
rial Marks, Florida. Our vessels service the 
1141 many ports located in Louisiana, 
r ~ s l  Misshippi.bh and Florida.We have 
rrsl for many years - we've been in business 
[la for 15 years - provided this servike to 

ria, many of the barge lines throughout the 
risl counuy. 
m With this .in mind we 
pli also would like to reserve our right to 
IZZI filc the appmpriau data to you and the 
ror members hen  if they wish the tonoage and 
M so forth and the economic development that 
rzn our business provides to the greater New 
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[I] Orleans area in the whole.Thank you very 
rn much. 
[3] COLONELCONNER: 
[dl Thank you. 
[q MR. DICHARRY: 
rsl David Gegenheimcr. 
m I apologize if1 mispmnounce your name. 
1 MR. GEGENHEIMER: 
M Quite allright.I'd 

rial like to salute the tenacity of the 
r l i i  opposition of this project I know you 
[ i s  all have been @ring it for a long tlmc. 
r1n And I certainly wouldn't advocate the 
ri41 rmsring of t h e m  Corps of Engineem. 
rrsl The Corps is an arm of the Army who knows 
1161 nothing but dredge and fill. But as a 
1171 resident of St.Bemard Parish who has 
[tsl seen what the Mississippi River Gulf 
11% Outlet has done, excuse me, my obnoxious 
PI omge  T-shirt says, 'W. Go Must Go." 
PII This pmject, and I'm a6aid it came to 
~pl fruition in the late '505 when public 
m comment had no weight, butthis project 
rz41 was shoved down our throats along with the 
esl promise of economic development which we 

Page 93 - page 96 (26) 

PUBLlC MEETING RE INDUSTRIAL LOCK 
REPLACEMENT PROJECT 

Page 95 
[II have had none of.There is no development 
n along the "Mr. Go" from its mouth all the 
rn way to the city, none whatsoever, over 60 
R miles through St. Bernard Parish. We've 
rsl lost almost all of our cypress swamp. Our 
[q marshes that wen fresh to intermediate 
m have been turned into salt marshes.Weh 
181 lost thousands of acres, all for the 
PI be& of the Pon of New Orleans. 

[lo] But be'that as it may, 
r1i1 I'm not like Senator Dean. I do not want 
ns to see a cut through St. Bernard. St 

Bernard does not need to be cut in half. 
1141 And I have to support the Corps' pmjen, 
11sl although I would like to see a lot of your 
1161 interests and concerns addressed a tittle 
1171 bit beaer.Thank you. 
1181 COLONEL CONNER: 
11% m n k  you, sir. 
pol MR. DICHARRY: 
pi1 Chris Holmes. 
[pl MR. HOLMES: 
rzsl My name is Chris Holmes. 
WI I'm a resident of *.Bernard Paiish. Is 
pq this where St. B e d  applies for the 
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[11 mitigation money for the MRGO tonight? 
n No? Okay. Just uying. 
PI We've got a big concern 
A I'm currently chairman of the St  Bernard 
61 Parish Coastal Zone Advisory Board. Our 
PI board did not get to meet in time to 
m discuss this because we just found out 
@I about this, but I will say that I'm 

cuDin we'll have serious concerns on the 
[iq disposzl of this dredge material out of 
p i ]  the channel.You'x looking at 1,400,000 
11n cubic yards of what the Corps designates 
1131 as moderately conumimted and they want 
1141 to come put that on the banks of the 
[lq channel in our parish.We4 please don't 
[ i q  do us any more favors with that. 
1171 The other thing, I'm a 
[to] daily commuter. I uavel St. Claude every 
118 day.And the purpose of this thing is to 
rrol build a b i e r  lock that's going to 
1211 facilitate increased maritime Patfic and 
pq you're going to put another lowlevel 
rm bridge that's going to have to open for 
1241 every vessel that goes through. It's 
PSI ridiculous. Common sense. I mean. I 

~i~-uscripm 
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[I] don't know how it escapes the equation. 
n You've got the second bridge at Claiborne 
p[ you're going to put back at the same 
141 height.You're also *this project 

36 feet deep. It's going to be able to 
a accommodate ship. 
m Everyone that spoke 
a tonight, the presentation in hcrc tonight, 
r the gentleman that spoke on the maritime 
"1 undt, werybody taked about barges and 
al l  tows. I don't know of any barges and tows 
[ iq  that are &wing 36 feet of water.This 
"3) thing is increased and added w because 
[i4] the Port wants to use it to get container 
nq ships through thexe.A second bridge will 
as] have to open also to get a ship through. 
~ 7 1  You might get a few tows under itYou'U 
114 never get a ship under it.The thing is, 
liar as usual, it's not thought out.You've 
pg got engineem and scientists that look zt 
PI] it but for some reason, there's no common 
[pi sense. Please address some of that. 
m COLONEL CONNER: 
WI Thank you, sir. 
N MR. DICHARRY: 

111 C.A. Larsen, Sr. 
n MR. LAASEN: 
PI Gentlemen at the head 
w tabk, ladies and gentlemen, it gives me a 
w real pleasure to come back down to this 
[q   EX after having spent 27 years here, 
m very enjoyable years. I was fishing, 
[q swimminp, playing bclll abngsidc the 
pj Indusuial Canal banks, crawfishing, 

[lo] hunting killdeer with lZ-gauge shotguns, 
11ij really enjoying mysslf. But it pains rm 
[izl to see plans going ahead with replacing 
1131 the present locking system with much 
1141 larger locks, 1200 feet. Is this the 
a g K ~ i i T W e ~ ~ ~  Tp 

[lq the locking area.ThereSs no question 
[in about it. I appreciate the barge traffic, 
rial but please, only for barge rraftc.The 
[ iq  Gulf OuUet was built mainly for ships' 
rrm use. Let's keep it that way, not have the 
1211 latge vessels using the Gulf Outlet and 
[pl the Industrial Canal to get to Centreport. 
WI The above is norhing new, just another 
M phase of CenmpoR, as outlined in "Port 
N of New Orleans Foges Ahead" dated 1950, 
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[ t ~  and in another publication of March 1970 
m prepared by the Bectel C o p t i o n  for the 
n Board of Commissioners, Port of New 
141 Orleans, an agency of the State of 
[q louisiana.The above book is a rubber 
a stamp of the Dock Board's publication of 
m 1950.1 have both publications here with 
pj mc tonight if anybody wants to %view 

p~ thelaIt's exactly a rubber stamp.The 
IIW Port paid Bectel C0spoZ4tion for pIanning 
Ull this. 
[ t q  Now, if Coleman Warner, 
pal that's from thelimspicayunc, I scc 
1141 they've folded up and left, or his 
[is *workers a m  here tonight, would like to 
[ i q  read an editorial that I sent to the 
p l l  edim in December 1%9, so you fellows 
pal aren't bringing out anything new.This is 
[ i q  dated 1%9, December.This is to the 
pol editor of rheTP."Dear sicoffcenter 
1211 Cenuepom" IP you all an not familiar 
[pl with the term "Cenncport," that's that 
ra] location at the head of the Gulf Outlet. 
ra.l 'Yes, I agree.Therc is an urgcacy for 
M rcvolutiollary impmvements for our grater 
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111 New Orleaos area in order to catch up. 
p~ stay abeam and proceed ahead of world 
m progress in the markhe field, but is the 
e*1 proposed location of Cemrtport the proper 
[q move? Why would the Bectel Corporation" 
a - survey company, that is - "recammend 
m giving up sites on the broad, deep, 
[a] wonderful Mississippi River for a location 
iq on the Gulf Outlet that will r c e  years 

[to] and I'm sure a billion dollvs" -Now, 
[IT] I'm speakiag of a b W n  dollvs in 1969 
[izl - 'b bring up to the present standad of 
[rs] our great  rive^? No amount of money will 

1141 change a body of water to equal in any 
rlsl r e s e  ---  

11q Congestion. CongestionThis is what I 
1171 really envision in the year 2000 or much 

soonerAt the cat fd iy selected 
1101 proposed site, in addition to heavy 

congestion, can we possibly build dykes, 
El l  somy, lwees, substantial enough to hold 
gq back tidal watm fhat will usc an 
[291 impmvedwateiway to flood the whole damn 

area?" And that's just what happened. 
pq "Please don't abandon the muddy Miss.The 
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[i] potential is there along her solid b a h .  
n Not only in Orleans Parish but adjoining 
n parishes, the possibUities are unlimited. 
WI let's reconsider, please." 
n Now, that was sent in 
[EI 1969.Thi.s is my ideas on that C e m p o n  
m or that Gutf Outlet. Now, it really 
PI heartens me to see a meeting like this 
a with the elected officials d y  speaking 

r ~ q  out.When rhis was going on in 1%9, 
1970, I was one making this noise and I 

[ia was Pying to contact everybody, Long, the 
1131 engineers, that was Ham & Hunt, there was 
1141 Senator Nunez from down here, the St. 
(iq Bernard voice.You name it, I got it here 
[tq referencedhd no one paid any 
[in attention.This was a done deal& was 
r181 going to get built regardless. 
114 'TO those familiar with 
PI the term 'Centrepq' I would like to 
pa briefly explain it.The New Orleans Dock 
m Board, upon aMce of the Bectcl 
ral Corporation, proposed," this was over the 
WI next 30 years, 'the wonderful Pon of New 
WI orleans presently located on the grut 
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[!I Misbippi River in Orleans F%rhh to a 
m Location in the eastern parr of town 
PI alongside the congested Indunrial Canal 
a in the low-lying ditch d e d  the Gulf 
m 0utlet.The S1 lgrce there is an ugency 
I for ~ 1 u t i o n a r y  improvemems for our 
m greater New Odeans area in order to catch 
IEI up, stay abeam and pmcced ahead of rcPl . . a progress in the matmmc field. But is 

[lq the proposed location of C e ~ c p o s t  the 
[ill proper -?Think about itwhy would 
ria the Bectel Corp. recommend gidag up sites 
[ia on the broad, deep M p p i  Rivabor a 
vq location on a wvuway that will aLc 
[ISI years and I'msure billions of d o W  to 
[(a bring up to the present standard of our 
1171 great river?" 
a61 You can see I'm really an 
ria advocate of the Mhissippi River.Why 
PI would they wuu to go back in the ditch 
pr] like that where I swam as a boy and build 
m thisGulfOutletandthcswiththis50 
PI foot draft and 12Wfoot lock, you know 
N that's going to be used for ships and 
WI that's foully wrong. If they went ahead 
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[I] and built that Gulf Outlet, which was a 
m big nustake. let them use it now. if they 
m want to come to New Orleans, let them use 
WI our Southwest Pass. I can understand the 
[SI American Watemys'idea about the barge 
161 naffic. I appreciate there's a lot of 
m barge tnffic in there, going through . 
[a] there. but is all this 12OOfcet locking 
a and M-foot depth necesJuy) 

[IS '"Nor only is the 
r111 Cennepon location congested and 
[rzl vulnerable m floods, there's a long-range 
[la] plan, by the time the Location is totally 
[re usable, which includes a wider and deeper 
1151 channel and locking system" -think now, 
[rsl this was in '69'70 I had written this - 
(171 "the MissWppi River and Gulf Outlet, 
I I ~  all the business will be located 
ftq elsewhere. Mr. Barkingcan* - I'm sure 
m you remember that name there, an execmix 
pi1 Pon director and g e n d  manager of New 
~pl Orleans Dock Board - "is doing a fine 
rr~l job" -I'm using present tense bccause 
ru[ that was present tease - "of cwrdinatiag 
rrsl and directing local p u p a  for a single 
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r11 purpose but it's in the w n g  din-ction. 
n The proper direction is not back at 
a Cenuepon but alongside the gtand banks 
a of the Mississippi Riveqnot only in 
n Orleans but all the parishes.They're 
a doing a wonderful job up amund Nashville 
m Avenue and above there. Let's develop 
IEI what we have now, not p h  for 30 ycars 
~n from now.The pot- is here on the 

1101 great, deep, broad Mississippi River.' 
1111 That's 197O.You got to 
[ra remember that 
~ l q  -.Just a few 
WI references I talked about.This is also 
[la in 1972. I had written Nunet, Senator 
[rq Nunu. Mr. Roy from your St. Bernard paper 
1171 down here, Helen Bentley, she was chairman 
[iq of Federal Maritime. and ndio talk shows. 
I~SI I was on them whe- I could get on 
izol them, a letter from the Canal Barge 
RII Company, leaers from the state senators, 
m Russell Long, Ellender, my comspondence 
rn was going back and f o e  Harr and other 
WI people I just won't take your time with. 
~1 COLONEL CONNER: 

Min-U-Scrip&% 
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[1l Sir, if1 could ask you 
m to wrap up your comments. 
1 MR. LARSEN: 
141 Do what? 
151 COLONEL CONNER: 
a If I could ask you to 
m wrap up your commems, please. 
la1 MR. LARSEN: 
PI AU right. I'm not an 

~1q elected official. I have to say fas. 
rir l  Sad to say. the powers 
11s went ahead with the Gulf Oldlet and we are 
[is] having negative mega tmubles, flooding, 
(141 erosion, mC. Ln's don't compound our 
[iq mistakes.A word to the people opposed to 
[rq the digging project.The packers, that's 
1371 the Dock Board, the engineers and so on. 
11s they are not on our side.They are the 
rlsl opposition Hearings should be held 
1201 before phns arc drawn. not after in this 
1211 case. Looks like a done deal again, like 
rrrl the MRGO.You good people opposed better 
1231 get some heavy backing such as you have 
@q tonight but not limited to. Get your 
1251 press more invoked. Get BiUyTawin, 
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111 Livingston, 6ivil rights actmists down ' 
m here, envimnmentalists. If you don't do 
n rhat,you better get your nose, your mouth 
141 filters. your goggles and your ear plugs 
61 mdy.Thanks for the time to express 
[q myself. I'm sorry I took a little mom. 
m time. 
w COLONELCONNER: 
a ThanLyou,sk 

11cl MR. LARSEN: 
I As an afterthought, I 
[is just want to Let you know,I'm not a new 
[!a] man with the waterways. I spent 50 years 
tie in the maritime field, both afloat and 
[is ashore, and I can spaL from the - I had 
[isl run the rivers numbers of times and the 
117 canal. I have a pilot license for both of 
[iq them.And I think I'm the 61% seaman 
[iq that had spoken here tonight. I thank you 
m] all for giving me your time. 
Ctl MR. DICHARRY: 
PI Mr. and Mrs. Donald 
[ZSI Dorsey. Mr. and Mn. Donald Dorsey. 
v41 ol0 response.) 
N Charles "Pete" Savoie. 

Wn-U-Saiptm 

Page 107 

[*I MR. SAVOIE: 
m My name is Charles 
PI Savoie. My friends call me "Pete." It's 
w kind of a tough act to follow, but he had 
151 a Lot on the ball. 
w Forty.one years ago, some 
m prominent politicians dired to develop 
[a] their land in the Fnnce Road corridor. 
PI To do this, they decided to dig a stiaight 

114 cut for 43 miles through St. Bernard 
1111 Parish.This cut is known as the "Mr. 
11s Go."This was the reason St. Bernard and 
1131 New Orleans was flooded in 1%5. I had 
~141 the unformnne experience of going around 
1151 pluddng people off the roof of their 
rrsl homes, so I know what damage it can 
[iv cause.Where we once had an 8.000acre 
cisl buffer zone to p a c t  us from huniunes, 
[fa we now have 67 billion gallons of water 
rm~ waiting to be pushed into St.Bernard and 
pi] New Orleans. 
m We were promised economic 
PI development and industry in St. &mard. 
1241 It did not happen. St. Bcmard Parish has 
1251 lost ova 27,000 acres of land.When "Mr. 
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PI Go" was dug, tlie spoil was dumped on the 
m outside of the channel, despoging all of 
PI the esunries.Now the Corps wants to 
141 dump contaminants on the north side and 
161 d e w y  another 270 acres of escuuies. 
LEI AU of this wetland laws is to accommodate 
m twoshipsaday.Now,thisisbudto 

believe, but that's how m y  ships a day 
PI use "Mr. Go," two. Of the 400 contaioer 

11q ships, only 20 ships drawover 33 feet of 
1111 water.- means we spend over seven 
rizl million dollars per year to accommodate 22 
rial ships.We also know that if the ships' 
[re speed was slowed down from 14 miles per 
IIEI hour to 10 miles per hour, erosion would 
[iq he cut by 50 perccnt.TW would cost the 
1171 shipping industy two million three 
[tsl hundrcd thousand dollm a year, so they 
rig will not slow down the ships. 
mi Now, they want to build a 
pi] lock at the cost of 500 million doUars to 
lpl accommodate vessels that draw 36 feet of 
rrsl water. Most of us know that the fourth- 
mi generation ships wiU draw in excess of 40 
N feet ofwater.An we willing to agree to 

(29) page 105 -page 108 



J- 27,1997 

P q  109 

(11 build a lock that will be obsolete before 
m it's completed?All of the waste and 
PI destruction of our wetlands and 
n neighborhoods can be eliminated by 
ISI relocating the container industry to the 
161 rivemorn where it r ighWy belongs. 
m Let's not put our faith 
rsl in the hands of the Corps.They have a 
PI poor Pack record.Their concern wirh 

1101 jobs for the future.They're concerned. 
[III They arc not concerned with the 
rlz! envimnment and the k s  of the people 
11a1 who are paying their sahrics, we, the 
[MI taxpayers.Thank you. 
I IS~  COLONEL CONNER: 
aq Thank yoq sir. 
1171 MR. DICHARRY: 
rjq Bill Kinsler. 
llsl MR. KINSLER: 
m Colonel Conner, my name 
~q is Bill Kinsler. I'm the vice-president 
1221 and genvrl maoager of Gulf operations for 
n Amaican Commercial Barge Line.Amaican 
rul Connnexd is the largest inland river 
IZSI canier in the United States and, as such, 
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[TI we arc keenly intemted in any system 
m impiwement that positively, cost 
@I effc&Iyand safely impam and will 
141 enhance the waterways system In order to 
n ensure that fellow participants have an 
a oppommhy to pnxnt their opinions, my 
m comments will be very bricf.llmerican 
ral Commerchl Barge Line Company dl forwvd 
A to p u r  oftice a more detailed wdncn 

11q conrment by the dosing date. 
FII Ascachmembcroftha 
az! assembly is a-, the Indusoiat Canal 
[%%I lock is outdated and rrprcsents a mere 
1i41 bottleneck m not only waterway imcnw 
ITSI but a h  m the consuming publie of the 
[re United States. Many statistics arc 
on readily available, so I will not endeavor 
1181 m repeat for this goup the facts that 
11ol will become part of the o f f i d  document. 
w I ~ s a y d a t d e k y s a t t h e h d ~  
P ~ I  Lock which have averaged 11 and a half 
m h o w  per tow for the last ten ycus.the 
w increasing development and importance of 
WI the Gulf InUacomal Canal cast and the 
IZSI escalating r e p  costs of the cumnt 
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(11 facility preclude the need forthe pmmpt. 
n costIffective replacement of this 
rn saucnuc. 
A InAugust 19%,the 
[q Inland Waterway Users Board sent to the 
a Secretary of the Army and Congress 
m simultaneously its prioritized 
a recommendations for water resource 
A development pmjects in the United States. 

114 In this report, the board Listed the 
r111 replacement of IudumW Lock second only 
r14 m the replacement of Marmet Lock on the 
[1%1 Kanawa River inWestV-. 
riq Anmican Commercial Barge 
r~sl  line Company is in agreement with these 
1181 recommendations and smugly suppom the 
[IV Corps of Engineers forthe development and 
[la] the comtnmion of a new navigation 
rtq facility at the earliest possible time. 
rn mlank you. 
PII COLONEL CONNER: 
1221 Thankyou. 
WI MR. DICHARRY: 
Wl MmkMadroper. 

1261 MR. COOPER: 

pass 112 

I My name is Mark Coopa 
m 3929 Chartres Street, member of the board 
rn of directom, Bywarn Neighborhood 
141 Association.And I didn't a p e  with 
18 emqthbg they said but I warn to know 
a where I om get one of thosc orange 
m T - s h i ~ ~ .  
rn Oq a letter dated 
A 10 December 19%,you stated that a public 

IIV hearing would be conducted mid-Jannary, 
a11 mid-Januuy, and public review process 
1121 would conclude January 27th. I think 
[la that's today.Why did I not receive 
uq notice of this hearing until January 1 4 ~ ?  
1151 When were the notices sent om? How many 
per notices were mailed? How many noticea 
1171 were sent out with the wrong date, 
a81 Wednesday,January 27W How many 
I I ~  corrected notices were sent out and when? 
rrol I never got one. How many churches are 
PI! there within a 20block radius of the 
1221 pmject and how many notices wete sun m 
rrsl churches in time m publish in their 
WI parrish newsletters? How many and to whom 
IZSI were notices sent to neighborhood civic 
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[I] association presidents, secretaries, board 
iq members or newsletter editors within the 
R project area? 
n The Bywater Neighborhood 
[q Association has had a monthly newsletter 
a for over 21 years.1 raked to the editor 
m today. He didn't receive a notice of this 
lsl meetingmy did you schedule a hcaring 
191 for the last day of the public &cw 

[Is period?The district engineer conducted a 
1111 meeting for which notice listed the huddle 
[is at Holy Cros as the m e w  room for a 
11s January 22nd meeting of the Neighborhood 
11&1 Working Group. Since the meeting was not 
riq held at the huddle, what individual is 
rrsl posted to direct people to the correct 
(17 meeting room> Why was the notice of the 
[lei meeting only published once in the 
IISI Times-Picayune newspaper? Which other 
rzol media were comacted and on what date? 
pi1 Where in the EIS is the trdnsp1antin.q of 
rn uees alongside the lock 
m addmsed?Why did the dkuict engineer 
1z41 purpottto have raised the issue of saving 
w these aces and receive the response that 

[I] they would probably end up tirewood when 
m in fact it was the Bywater Neighborhood 
a Association that raised thls very issue 
141 years aag?And that's documentable.why 
m are the a e s  alongside the camrl dying? 
re] Has the Corps done an inventory and 
m assessment of these trees and is there a 
re] program in place to fertilize, prune and 
PI protect these trees umil they might be 

114 relocated if the project moves forward? 
1111 Has the Corps consulad with the Disncy 
[rs Company about their successful uanspht 
[ jr of mature live oaks in Orhndo. a project 
rl41 brought to the Corps'aaention why the 
(1% Bywlter Ne.ighborhoodAaro~n?Aad, if 
119 so, why was this repon not shared with 
[In the Neighborhood Working Gmq> 
[IEI How many jobs may be 
[lsl aami?zred out of our neighborhood if the 
w Coast Guard station is relocated? What 
pi1 will be the net loss to our neighborhood 
14 economy, i.e.. restamants, lumber. 
w hardware and other stores, if this station 
rrr] is moved? Has the Society for the 
[251 Prevendon of Cruelty to Animals at 1319 
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r11 Japania in the shadow of the locks been 
m notified of this proposed project? What 
n effect will this-project have on the SPCA? 
n Has Mr. Ivy Gaudet, the head of the 
n Carpenter's Millwright and Piledrivers 
a AppMticeship andTraining Program at 
m 1215 Japonica Street, also in the shadow 
PI of the locks. been notitied of this . 
01 project? 

r1q Whatimpamwillthis 
1111 have on their opcntions? Has the m t e r  
114 station of the United States Post Office, 
ria Postal Scrvice, in the shadow of the 
1141 cxirting St. Claude Avenue bridge ramps. 
113 been norified? What impact on their 
r ~ q  operations will this projea bring to 
[ ~ q  pass? Will our mail service be adversely 
1101 affected? Has Mr. ErmU WWiams, the 
[iq assessor for theThird Municipal District 
m which covers both sides of the canal, been 
rrt] d e d  of this projea? Has Mr. 
14 Williams, whose job it is to asseas 

m property value for the pluposcs of the 
PI aty and State ad valorem taxes, been 
1251 asked hts professional opinion about the 

Page118 
[11 effects of this project on ana property 
n values? Why has the Distria C coundlman 
PI which covers the west side of the 
(4 Musaial canal andBywl t e r~ l i c auy  
m been excluded from the planning pmcess, 
[q though it has included other elected 
m officials? 
ra) On Page 25 of the Draft 

Evaluation Report Mitigation Plan, it's 
[lo] stated that the New Orleans Disaict does 
[ill not eqmx net impmvemem to MUlt. If 
1421 this is 80, why should we be parmers for 
r l r  this project? Why did the p j e c t  
[I~I engineer seem surprised at this 
11s awibution when it was &d at the 
aq January 22nd Neighborhood WorLing Group 
[in me-?The same point was raised on May 
[iq Znd, 1995, as documented in the minutes, 
1101 Page 4, hst pangnph, ref- to the 
rral April draA of the mitigation plan. Does 
PII the Corps just record the minutes and then 
14 ignore the quesrioar or points that are 
p ]  raised there in? And what good will rails 
1241 be on the new St. Claude bridge that's 
1251 pposed  if there is no system of mass 
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PI for over 75 y e a ~ ~ ,  both my father and I 
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[il transit incorporated into the mitigation 
n pM Does the Corps really think that if 
m we build it, they will come? 
€4 COLONEL CONNER: 
n Thank you, sir. 
161 MR. DICHAARY: 
rn DickWatson. 
181 MR. WATSON: 
a Good evening. My name is 

riq Dick Watson and I'm speaking tonight in my 
t i i i  capacity as the chainnan of the of 
ria directors of Holy Cross School, whose 
[is memben have authorized me to speak in 
ri41 behalf of their concerns regarding the 
risl adverse effects of the lock project on the 
t(q Holy Cross School. 
[in As a nativc of New 
ria Orleans. one whose w, gandpuents 
[iq and parents have lived ill this 
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[I] not believe has been adequately documented 
rn by the U.S.Arrny Corps of Engineers in its 
n various studies.Therefore, the board of 
rr] directors of Holy Cmss School 
M respectfully respect that the U.S.Armg 
rq Corps of Engineers initiate and fully fund 
m an independent economic impact study to be 
@I conducted by a panel of local experts to 
rsl quantify the adverse economic impact of 

114 this project on Holy Cmss School and the 
rir i Holy Cioss District. It is our belief 
rra that objective data from such a study is 
rial essential to ensure the economic stability 
1i41 of Holy Cmss School and the Holy Cross 
11sl District neighborhood and to provide 
[iq adequate mitigation funds for 
[in appropriation and allocation." 
ria The adverse economic 
rim imoact of this ~roicct to Holv Cmss 

rn were born and taised within a daen blocks 
lp] of this school and the lo&, I have 
mi witnessed and was an tmwilling participam 
rzq in the physical and economic devastation 

papi la  
PI inflicted by Iiwricane Betsy, the negativc 
n economic repercussions of which are still 

being felt today. I know finrhand the 
[*I real-life frusaation caused by Uving in 
m the isolated neighborhood bounded by the 
w river and the canal, cut off from the city 
m by the bridges and separated from the 
[a parish by both municipal boundaries and 
a the Jackson Banacks. 

114 We may be an orphan but 
[ti] we have a history. For nearty 140 y m ,  
an Holy Cross, the religious congregation and 
rial the school, have been an anchor of 
r141 stability for the co 'fisomuchso 
[isl that this National flktooric District has 
riq taken Holy Cmss as its name. I would 
[in like to share with yon a resolution passed 
[is by our board onJan- 16th. 1997. I 
ria quote: 'While we appreciate the economic 
yrq significance of the locks improvement 
pi] project to the ciy,the region,the 
[pl nation and the maritime industry. we 
1291 likewise believe that it will have an 
WI adverse economic impact on Holy Cmss 
rzq School and the neighborhood which we do 

[pl conmumion phase due to inconvenience 
w and safety concerns of parentr.FIoly 
lui Cmss School is the only all-malc middle 
rzq and high school in the grater New Orleans 
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111 area. Consequently, the loss of a 
n W-gnder represents the loss of a 
m student for eight years. In hi9 remarks, 
(41 Brother Stephen Walsh spoke of the &unily 
161 legacy of Holy Cmss.hllow me to 
[el i l l m e .  
m My fatherwas 
a economically unable to mend Holy Cross 
tq but as his only child could send me and I 

[lo] began in seventh grade, whlch uas the 
[ii] earliest grade at that time.h a result 
riz] of the satisfaction expressed by my 
11al p u e ~ l f ~ ,  my 6vc cousitlS also gnduated 
1i41 from Holy Cross School, all beginning in 
rig the fifth grade. My two sons have since 
1ie1 graduated and they plan to send their sons 
[in as well. Finally, my parcnta and I have 
ria also recommended as a result of my success 
ria to Holy Cross at least iive neighborhood 
w sons who have either graduated or arc 
P ~ I  cumntly enrolled, each enter* Holy 
lp] Cross in the fifth grade. 
lp] The net result is, had I 
pr) not attended Holy Cross because of the 
m bridge or pmblems with the locks, the 
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111 community in terms of reduced jobs for 
m teachers, admidmators, coaches, bus 
n m, cafeteria workers, maiutenance 
n securiy and clerical d l ' h i a  pmject 
m will create temporary jobs during the 
a c o m c t i o n  phase but may very well cost 
m the loss of pcnarnent jobs. 
[a] None of these concerns in 
rsl our opinion of Holy Cross and other 

[!a businesses along St. Claude Avclluc have 
I I ~ I  been adequately addressed or documented in 
[la your reports today. Forthis reason,we 
[ I ~ I  mpecfhlUy request the independent 
114 economic impact study.Thanlr you 
1151 COLONEL CONNER: 
[I~I Thank you, sir. 
~171 MR. DICHARRY: 
aq Dean Shapim. Dean 
[tel Shapiro. 
pl (Noresponx.) 
P I  RamndKing. 
ra MR. KING: 
ml Good mening. My name is 
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WI Raymond King. I'm past president of the 
rm Hohr Cross Neiphborhood Assodarion. I 
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(11 economic impact to this school would have 
n been the loss of 13 students spanning over 
p] a 30ycar period of time. Quantitatively, 
R if you do the math, the loss would have 
lq been about 102 years of tuition payments 
[a or an amount well in excess of $350,000 
m simply from the loss of one student.This 
m is historical ha  not fictioaA tke 
rsl percent decline in enrollment could impaa 

[la Holy Cross for the next 30 to 50 years 
(141 with economic consequences totaling in the 
rtq W o n s  of dollars. Gn'cespondingly, 
1131 reduced enrollment will result in 
1141 immediate loss of revenues forthe 
[?a vansportation services of the schooLthe 
[la cafeteria. the booksox, athletic gate 
1171 receipts, band and c h o d  con-, summer 
rta camps and all other summerac?ivities. 
[1q Accompanying of all of 
pl this will likely be a very uncernimy 
pi] about the future of this school which 
ra could also erode donor con6dence and 
ml result in decrease in philanthropic 
rw giving. Reduced enrullmcnt would also 
rrsl have an associated economic loss to the 
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FI lived down here for 12 years. I owned a 
n house on Royal Street. And I want to talk 
n to you, Colonel, about the 15 pndecessors 
(41 that you had here that titerally committed 
w rape on this neighborhood. Every time you 
w announce this in the newspaper, the 
m pmpeny values go dean to hell. I sold 
a my house for eight bucks a square foot. 
rn $8,000 for a home. I v- to say, if 

[iq you bought a home here in New Orleans 
r1t1 right now, you're going to spend $45 to 
114 $50 a square foot.That is npe, albeit 
1131 economic, npe  nonetheless.And 
1141 gentlemen, this has been ongoing for 40 

years.The value ofthe homes here in 
pq  Holy Cross neighborhood is lower than $20 
[in a square foot, every house. It's 
11s ridiculous.And it's caused by the 
I I ~  constant vlnouncemenrs by the Corps of 
m Engineers that they're going to come down 
1211 here and displace a bunch of people, widen 
w the canal, cut out rlaqxnufion for nvo 
la] years or more, and the people wlll not 
1241 come here. So you m o t  sell a home. lf 
rrsl you bought one, you're stuck with it or 

WI people for this job? What about the 
m aeoDle who have the skills as needed to do 
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[II you sell it at a great loss. 
n Rape. albeit economic. 
m it's npe  nonetheless and it's a damn 
I41 shame. Please cut it out.Thank you. 
M COLONEL CONNER: 
[q Thank you, sir. 
m MR. DICHARRY: 
A SalDoucette. 
A MR. DOUCETE 

[ ~ q  First, it's the co-us 
[ill of all three neighborhood groups that we 
[ti? do not support or want this pmject. 
[la Secondly, we do not know what to believe, 
(141 the video or the mitigation phn.The 
rtq video lea& you to betiewe that there are 

jobs and training for the locals.& for 
[tn the midgation plaa.it is not effectively 
[ts implemented with full consideration for 
r~s the people living on either side of the 
1201 c a d .  It offers a $500,000 uaiaing 
1211 assistance for jobs. How will they do it? 
rn Whowillgetthisaahbg?Whatisthe 
w criteria they will use to pick these 
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111 these jobs now? What about the control of 
n these jobs? We question the sincerity of 
n the Port and the Corps.Thank you very 
141 much. 
[sl COLONEL CONNER: 
[q Thankyou,*. 
m MR. DICHARRY: 
a Geneva Grill. 
PI MS. GRIU: 

[lq Good evening, gentlemen. 
rtrl My name is Geneva Grill. I'm the D M c t  
rjn Design Engineer for the Depanment of 
1131 Transportation and Development. I'm here 
1141 representing Frank M. Denton. Secretary of 
[tsl the Depanmcnt ofTransportation & 
[ t ~ l  Development. 
((71 Mr. Denton feels like 
1t81 this is a very important project to both 
I ~ B I  the City of New Orleans and the State of 
m Louisiana.The Depvrment fully supports 
1211 the Corps of Engineers and the Port of New 
rm Orleans in consrmaing this project.We 
PI will~tTyt0isttheCityofNewOrleans 
1241 in getting additional funds for the 
rn F1OtidaAvenue bridge if the time pmgnm 
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111 is extended. Right now, there is 
n insufficient funds in the timc prognm to 
PI c o m c t  that bridge.The amount 
141 appropriated for the bridge was for a 
n gradeled srmcturc, not a 
w semi-high-rise or a high-rise bridge.But 
m we fully support the Corps in doing this 
a project.Thank you. 
19 COLONEL WNNER: 

04 Thank you. 
1111 MR. DICHARRY. 
r~n  Brendan Gallagher. 
[1q Brendan Gallagher. 
1141 (No response.) 
113 CapcainDeanB~ch 
11q I know I mispronounced that one. 
1471 MR. BRUCH. 
1181 I'm Dean Bruch. I've 
1381 been residing in Louisiana here since 
w 1951. other than seven years'break as a 
v11 Panama Canal pilot. I'm married and havc 
rzq -mimed in 51. I got my wife here; 
~ p l  n l e d  chasing her when she was a 
1241 passenger on a ship back then. Caught her 
N twice, got two kids and four 
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111 grandchildren. I still live in River 
n Ridge and I piloted on the Gulf Outlet 
PI h m  '66 to '77 and also on the river up 
w to Baton Rouge. My last assignment was on 
[q the AMERICAN QUEEN going out the Houma 
a Navigation Canal and up the river. I've 
m been associated with the marinme indusrry 
BI for 53 years, being a graduate of 
PI Kingspoint. 

r~q I'm not in support of 
[I?] this proposed lock replacement project, 
ria foremost reason being it would be a 
lta] band-aid remedy for a serious problem I 
1141 believe an organized port dedopment and 
[tsl efficient marine traffc management 
r1q coupled with Longrange planning would 
nq serve the Pon of New Orleans's needs for 
11s the next hundred years. 
r~q I wish to quote a letter 
~4 I wrote to theTimeaPicayune dated 
1311 December the loth, and it wasn't printed. 
ra  It w, ',I read with interest your 
~ p l  excellent TP artide of December the 8th 
w1 entitled 'Industrial Upgrade: I'm in 
tzq accord with State Representative Sherman 
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191 Copeland, let them put the new locks 
n somewhere else.The mostpnctical 
m solution to this problem is to build new 
WI locks as planned over 30 yean ago at the 
151 Violet 5ite.A lock in the Vmlet area 
[q w th  a chamel over to the "Mr. Go" will 
m allow the environmental disaster known as 
181 the "Mr. Go" m he closed below the 
a intersection of the lock channel with the 

rw outlet and s o p  the saltwater ismusion 
[tt] into Iake Pontchamaiu.Add!tio~, 
~9 this will eliminate vessel wake hom 
ttq destroying the remainder of the marshland 
rts in lower St. Bernard Parish. It is me  
11s there will he an outagfrom the maritime 
[tq indusny, their allies.the Port of New 
1171 Orleans and the Louisiana Depanment of 
[I@ Transporntion & Devclopment,the Corps of 
am Snginem, the Coast Guard, and last but 

not least, the St. Bernard Council. 
1311 Unfortunately, these groups has 
m consistently through the years refused to 
r r~ l  establish common sense speed litnits in the 
I241 "Mr. Go" channel which has greatly 
m contributed to the= eroding wetlands. 
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(11 'With a new lock channel 
built and established speed limits to 

m protect the banks in the Lock channel, it 
pi will add to the fnnsit time of vessels 
[q between sea and Industrial Canal complex 
[q but I see tixs as a wble  alternative to 

m the bottleneck.The positive side for 
[q consmuxion of the lock atviolet I 
w believe would be s h o r n  time and would 

riot create obviously less envhnmental impact 
[ i t ]  for residents in that area than in Or1au.s 
rta Parish. Leaving the Indwrial C a d  lock 
113 in place, having a large ship within twin 
[MI chambers at Violet, that's in case when 
rts you overhaul where you can be using your 
rtq other chamber, will certainly enhance 
riq navigation flow between the Mississippi 
174 River and Innacoascll Waterway as well as 
[iq the Industrial Canal complex. However. I 
w don't believe the e n s  of St. Bernvd 
pi] should allow the Violet lock to be 
rn conmuaed without closure of the "Mr. 
m Go" to protect the lock canal waters from 
1x1 saltwater i nmion  and ama flw 
1261 My brief comments on the 

FI lock here, designing and building locks, 
m the Corps of Engineers are pen masters of 
@I this =The Panama Canal locks built in 
1913.fim time an engineering 

[q accomplishment wchout pamllel.This 
a model 110 feet by 1,000 f e e  was even used 
m for the 26 locks on the upper MissSippi 
(81 River between St. Louis and hfhapolis. 
a I have been through every one of them on 

[to1 the DELTA QUEEN. r m  sure the proposed 
[ t i ]  new lock as far as enginceringwill be of 
[?a the same quatity..The envhnmcntal 
1131 issues assodated with this proposed new 
1141 lock is not my expcrrise.And I'm sun 
riq the pros and cons will be adequately 
[iq addressed at this public meeting, and how. 
iiq However, Erom an o v e d  mv&tion 
ri4 environmental staodpoint, in my opinion, 
i i ~ q  the proposed lock replacement site does 
w not answer the wa i the  industry and 
ptj generaJ public needs.An alternate site 
m should be addressed 
mi Thank you for allowing me 
1x1 to offer these comments. Please don't 
1251 throw rocks at Lucy and I after we leave. 
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111 We are lovers and not fighters and only 
n uying to present what we think is in the 
m best interem of the Port of New Orleans 
w and, most of all, the general public who 
m we dearly love. 
I COLONEL CONNER: 
m Thank you,sir 
I MR. DICHARRY: 
m John Koeferl. 

[lo] MR. KOEFERL: 
[ti1 My name is John Kocfa'l. 
[121 I live at 415Tupelo Strect.1 am 
[tq chairpenon of the Holy Cross Neighborhood 
ri41 Association. I see that a lot of our 
riq members ha= grown weary of the 
riq proceedings. I think they w v l ~ d  to have 
[in more chance to speak than we'm allowed 
riq here and more timc to read these ponderous 
[in volumes. 
rrm I would like m make jus4 
pi] a comment before I make my remarks about 
rn the video, which has my nams in it and the 
m names of other people of the working 
1x1 group.This implies that we are in h r  
N of this project, that w e  worked hand in 
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111 hand with the Corps and the other City 
n Planning Commission m develop this 
PI project.In fact, I think that we arc 
141 against this pmject.As we learned more 
rn about it, we said, "Hey, this is ctay. 
1q We'ke not going to do this!'And.yct our 
m name is up here touting this p r o j e a h d  
a I think, Colonel, nther than removing our 
a mum. I cbink you should tell the d. 

[io] We are not in favor of this project.The 
[ti] group, the Neigihrhood Working Group, is, 
[la all the people that came to the meetings. 
[ ~ q  agaiost this project. 
a41 I would like to just talk 
~q briefly about the historic aspect of this 
[iq pmject.You know, we live in the 
iiq Crescent w, and this is a city that 
lisl people love to mt.We like to consider 
[tq it a really special city. But, you know. 
rrm it's not that big.When we talk about the 
1211 growth of our city into the next 50 yeus, 
~ p l  t h e m  100yurs,200gearqweuo'tbe 
m lopping off pans of them and seeing them 
N be desnoycd because we're having these 
rw highways of the river come through with 
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[t] these huge ships over our neighborhood 
n with the noise not just for the pmject 
PI time, not just for 10 or 15 years, but 
[&I forever. 
w Have you ever been 
w throughTreme on the Claibome Expressway? 
m This is a federal project, okay, the 
[&I C h i m e  Expressway i n T m . A n d  not 
rsl only has this neighborhood been d e m y e d  

[iq but can you believe that it was not part, 
031 the destruction of this neighborhood, part 
aa of the project cost.And yet it is a cost 
ria that our city has borne with rhis project 
ria and many other projects and will continue 
[is to bear for the life of the city until 
ria more - more costs is going to be when 
1171 they go to want to do somethingelse with 
rtw the I-1O.What witl there be, another 
~tq project, or will that just be a dinosaur 
IZOI left there in our midst' 
pa We are concerned that our 
m neighborhood is going to be disabled and 
rzq destroyed, properly values down. Nobody 
p41 wants to live here.The big sea m a  
m danger from unkoown cargoes, and also this 

. . 
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it1 project with decp dnft and widening of 
n the c a d  enhances the use - enhances - 
n intendies the use of "Mr. Go." And we 
r, h o w  about the continued desauction of 
w the marshland and what kind of project 
rsl cost was that? Who has borne the project 
m con for thae Not the Corps of Bngheers 
[a obvionsly. 
ra~ We would rather have the 

[iol old UrsuIine Convent and thcAudrca 
[ i t ]  Plantation than we would have the St. 
riq Claude bridge and the locls.But thac is 
ria all that we're left with.And we don't 
rtr] want to see them go. If you can't live 
[tsl with the canal being the way it Q, then 
[is) we feel that you should dosc it. It's as 
1171 simple as that.We arc tired of this. 
rial You know, sometimes, what 
ria I would like to see is a form of request, 
rxq the Corps of Engineers in thtc project 
ml make a true project cost of what hundreds 
ra ofyem,Gftyyeu~,a hu11drrd yea=, 
m many hundreds of years'loss of the 
1241 neighborhoods of our city an going to he 
rn for tourism and for other things besides 
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[il this linear uansportafion scheme.And 
n what's going to happen in 50 years to tbis 
pj canal? Is it going to be updated? Is it 
141 going to be junked?What's going to 
151 happen in a hundred years? We're going to 
rq go toViolet anyway maybe.What's going 
m to happen? Has anybody thought of -1 
[a] You know, if we tear our neighborhoods 
[a apart, and we just have a small window of 

1101 oppormnity right now to lix up our 
1111 neighborhoods and save them and bring them 
ria into the next c c v ,  this isn't 
ria somethingthatwecanspendallourtime 
ria fighting this canal on and see it happen 
risl without ourparti+tion.We'vc got work 
116) to do and we keep fighting this thing. It 
an just is agpvating. 
11s A m e  cost to this city, 
POI that's what this project needs to develop, 
124 and there hasn't been any treatment of the 
P ~ I  historic cost except $300,000 for some 
m documentation of the St. Claude bridge 
m being taken down and the locks. But 
1241 there's no project con for continued teas 
m of years of our having to have a depleted 
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1s neighborhood becawe of that1 want to 
n say that this study is not complnc, it's 
PI not effective, it's not efficient, and 
111 it's not acceptable. 
PI COLONEL CONNER: 
f5j ThanLyou,sir. 
m MR. DICHARRI: 
[a] Pam Dashiell. 
pll MS. DASHIELL: 

[iq Joe, Pat, Colonel, it's 
iiil good to see you again, I guess.We've 
[fa been meeting all these years and here we 
1131 are back at the same place.And the way 
1141 we feel has not changed.We don't want 
rim this pmject.We9re not going to have 
[iq this project.The rules sean to have 
1171 changed right in the mi& of the m e .  
[in] At one point, we wen told that if the 
[in community didn't warn 4 we wouldn't have 
rxq k. If the community stood fast against 
pa i t  it would not happen.That's not what 

you're saying now.There has been a real 
m] change in this, and it's unfair. It makes 
WUS misuust you and it jun inteasilies 
rn the hct  that we do not want this project 
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($1 A good example of this is 
n this pmcess itself.As Mark Cooper and 
PI some others have mentioned, the dates were 
(41 shifted on this.There was not good 
[q notitication. It's scheduled for the day 
a after Superhow1.A lot of people, most of 
m the people down here work in service 
a industrics.They've just come off of a 
m we& of double s W .  People cannot come 

iiol out and stay until 1O:OO o'clock at some 
[?ti meeting.The rimes were terrible for 
114 this. 
rial You said that the people, 
(141 the WOrldng SOUPS Were part of this 
riq pmcess as shown in yourvideo.That's 
rlsl not true.Yes, we met.We met a lot 
[in But that does not mean that we condone 
[fa, what the result is, absolutely not. 
[is] There are also some other 
~zq issues.The projects that are correlated 
P ~ I  with this appear to be just pie in the 
lpl sky.You talk about the Florida bridge 
1291 being completed before it's even started. 
PI The lady %urn the Tnnsponation 
P J ~  DepBnment just said that there's no money 

111 for the Florida bridge. It's just, it's 
m talk.AU it is is tak.There are no 
pi -1, concrete plans.The cmkpxtation 
141 studies are incomplctc.The studies on 

the todaty that you will expose wben you 
161 do the digging, those things are not well 
m documented.lhe people who are working 
[a with us can't make heads ortails of it in 
m some senses. It's not reaLYour costs 

and benefits are all mired up.You'llc 
[ill saying that what our benem - lather, 
[is1 you are saying that what is good is bad. 
rial You're saying that the benetits are the 
[is costs, that the costs are the benefits. 

m 1 t m  ~ - d n p ; A ~ ~  - - 

a61 intentionally trying to confuse people 
(171 down here. 
1181 As far as the mitigation 
[is1 plan itself, outrageous. Looking at that 
llol budget, p u k e  got 1.5 olillion going back 
PI] to the RTA.You'vc got three million for 
w debris ru~,val.These are pmject corn, 
PI payments to institutions.That's not 
p41 mitigation for us. 
N The damage that you'll do 
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01 with the plans are not'calculateable.The 
n Levee, that's something that we all enjoy. 
la] That would be gone.That would be gone. 
(41 A sea wall on top of the levee? Even 
w looking at what you had in that video, it 
w was ugly.And a real good example of that 
m is what's happened on top of the St. 
v] Claude bridge right now.There's a fence 
M up there, it looks like Auschwia. It's 

r ~ q  &le.It's dangerous.It's turible. 
[it] It was done without input hum the 
(18 community.Thcre was no good reason for 
[la1 it except your own liability.You didn't 
ne think about us at all. 
11~1 The noise abatement that 
riq you talk about in the mitigation plan 
[in seems like it's not enough. Maybe it will 
[iw wh. Maybe not.But it seems like it's 
[iq more pie in the skg.The deepddt  
,-MI shipping, that's outrageous, too. 
pi1 Remember the Rive&. Remember the 
w Riverwalk.What would happen if a big 

ship Wre that hit our levee? What would 
~ f l  happen? 
pq You were right about one 
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111 thing the other night, Colonel, the 
n approval or disapproval for this pmject 
PI is now in the hands ofWashington, our 
141 congresspeople, all d o u r  elected 
w officials.We need to call thunWe need 
a to write them.We need to go there. But 
m we can't let this happen 
Is1 COLONEL CONNER: 

A ThanLyou.ma'am 
[lo] MR. DICHARRY: 
[ti] Edward Staxks. Edward 
114 starks. 
aal (No response.) 
[MI Joseph Canoaliato? 

P r ' 3 J e d e w  
[Iq A1 Hanm. 
FV MR. HANZO: 
[la] Ike been a lifetime 
riq resident of the Holy Cross area right here 
m in the neighborhood and I want to talk 
roil about "Mr. Go." Fmmthe very 6rst time 
rn I heard the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet 
m was going to be dredged. I felt and still 
1241 feel the whole project was one of the 
PW biggest mistakes the Corps of Engineers 
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111 and the federal government brought upon. 
s all the residents of this -.We were 
a told by the fedenl authorities that the 
161 Mississippi River Gulf Outlet was a very 
m much-needed project. It was supposed to 
[a open up new wharhge and business spaces 
m along the outlet But in the span of over 
a 30 years, hardly any of this has become a 
n reality.The "Mr. Go" project has brought 

[ i q  a great deal of fear in the minds and 
rt11 hearts of most of the residents of the 
1121 Lower Ninthward. 
[is] Best example was 
1141 Hurricane Betsy in September of 1%5.The 
risl water came straight up the Mississ'ipi 
1161 River Gulf Outlet fromthe Gulf into the 
1171 Indusaial Canal where we were told the 
ri81 levee broke near the Clu'borne bridge.We 
risi had about 11 feet of water at Florida 
m Avenue to about one foot of water on 
pi1 Dauphine Street. It extended Bom the 
lpl IndustrialCaualwellimoSt.&rnad 
IW Parish. 
N The point that I am 
N uyhg m get across is, I feel the 

n fcdetal gwcmmcnt should have had enough 
m foresight and knowledge to be able to see 
n what dangers this waterway has brought 
(41 upon all the people of the Iawer Ninth 
161 Ward, also, the tremendous erosion 
la problems that were cawd by the outlet 
m from the Gulf to the Inttacoasfal 
n Waterway, litvrUy eating up miks and 
M miles of our nmrshhnd 

aq If and when this bridge 
PI] and lo& project would become a reality, I 
us hope you will give the residents of thin 
p q  area a lot more considemtion than you did 
1141 with the Mississippi Biver Gulf Outln I 
l rq  am against the new bridges at St. Claude 
r i q  and Qaibornc. I have lived in the 
[in neighbomOod. in the Holy Cross 
rtq neighborhood, all of my 68 years and can 
rial look back at all the many good (iws and 
m friends that were made. I always hoped I 
rtl could spend the balance of my life in this 
m good old neighborhood. I'm cenaMy not 

ready to give up nine or ten years of the 
N inconveniences that this bridge and lock 
N project will bring. 
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[I] I have one question. 
m Does the Corps of Engineers have any plans 
PI in the near futnre to correct or lessen 
w the big erosion problems that exist along 
[q the Mississippi Rive Gulf Outlet? If so. 
[q what are they? Thank you. 
m COLONEL CONNER, 
181 Thank you, sir. 
PI MR. DICHARRY: 

[to, James Gudbeau.James 
rt11 Gullbeau 
i Wo renesponse.) 
rs Doug Svensou. 
IY MR. SVENSON: 
~ t s l  Thank you, Colonel 
1161 Comer. I appreciate the oppormnity to 
[in be here. My name is Doug Svenson.1 
ria represent the Gulf IntracoaJtal Canal 
I I ~  Association.The Gulf Inaawastal 
[201 Waterway is a major Gulf of Mexico 
PI] tributary that tnveis from the state of 
rar Texas at the Mexican-U.S.border all along 
w the6veGuECoaststatesmnearSt. 
1241 Marks, Florida, where the state of Florida 
N be* its bend to the south. Our 
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[I] association comprises roughly 250 
m companies and thousands of employees who 
PI use and depend on the Industrial Lock on 
rr~ the Gulf Inacoastal Waterway on the 
m Mississippi River and all of the 
a connecting aibnucies. 
m Oneofthetruly 
181 reremarkable things I believe that a project 
I such as the Industrial Lock and any lock 

rie in fact on our river system where there's 
11 11 the Ohio River or the Mississippi River is 
ria the Fact that the Congress requires by law 
[la] the Corps of Engineers do a calculation of 
1141 the cost and the benetits of each of those 
[is] projects, watcrmp as well as bcks, and 
[la conclude that there is a favorable 
[ i n  beneiit-tcecost mtio before any fedenl 
riel money is spemNow, the f e d d  
as1 goverument year in and year out spends 
m roughly 1.6 nillion dollars everg 12 
RII months. Next year it will be 1.7 
m 2 1 n . T h e  yearafterthat it will be 
rn dose to 1.8 nillion.And so I%, the 
12.1 only program in the entire fedeial 
N government is YOUIS which is required by 

aria-u-sa.ipm 
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[,I federal law to come up with a positive 
n benefitcost ratio which mmns that it 
n bendts all of the communities, local, 
141 state and regional, more than it costs. 
[a Some projects have benefitcost ratios of 
[q a favorable nanvc of four or Jive or six 
m to one. Other projew range from eight. 
@I nine, ten to one.Therc is one panicuhr 
w pmjea inVermilion Padsh that the New 
[lo1 Orleans District is working on with our 
rrt l  industy right now which has a favonhle 
1121 benefitcost ratio of 25 to 37 to one. 
11s Now, that's a good expenditure of federal 
(141 money. 
[is] In the economic analysis 
[I61 that your district has done of the 
1171 replacement of this lo&, there are four 
[$a prioapl commodities that f have noticed 
1191 that are important to the Gulf S o d  
m region of the United States. One is coal. 
PI] Another is crude oil.Amthu is mined 
PI crude oil or re6ned pmoleum pmducts. 
w motor gasoline, jet fuel, diesel, 11aphtha. 
w et ceura, and the founh is chemicals, 
w indusnial chemiuls.Those four 

rq commodities mansit the Indumhl lock. 
n They comc from upriver.They come from 
n dst, ~obi le .The~ come hom west. But 
14 they are all key iagredients in the 
n g-tion of electricity, in the 
[el production of motor gasoline and jet fuel, 
m and in the produdon of indudal 
[a] chemicals that are used probably to male 
PI things such as that screen, that 

[IN basketball backboard, any nnmbcr of 
r i i l  plastic products that are in this mom 
144 tbat make o w  life much more convenient 
11s and pmvide us that convenience atvery 
[q cheap cost.ThatSs the ben& to the 

------ ----- 
[~sl  economy. 
[qq We're going to supplement 
~ 7 1  or at Least I'm going to supplement this 
[in] statement for the record by your date of 
[rq the 24th. but I just wanted to make those 
m points about the oveN value and benetit 
PI] of the waferway. 
PI And incidentally,to 
I231 point out that there is a real risk right 
p ]  now in terms of delays to mmpottation, 
p~ higher cost to consumers, and safety 
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111 factors in the condition in which we tind 
n the Indusnial Lock today. It's broken. 
m I had an old car one time. It kept 
141 starring every morning. My wife told me I 
n needed to get a new one and I said no. I 
rq don't. It still goes ten blocks.Well, a 
m light failed on it, and then the generator 
R went out and then another belt bmke.And 
w I kept getting it fixed and h i l ly  I 

114 decided it wasn't worth hodng.Yon just 
rrrl have to build a new one.And that's what 
[In has to be done with this facility. 
1131 The last rhing I want to 
r141 say is tbis:I've been sitting here for 
rln three born. I've learncda good lesson. 
rtq It is real excruciatingly difl3cult to 
1171 comc into somebody else's neighborhood and 
[lei tell them how things ought to be. I live 
[1a in Iafayette right now.That's where the 
rrm officcs of GICA are located although in 
rli about two or three months I'm moving to 
PI New Orleans where I, too, can be favorably 
w disadvantaged by your project but I'll 
i241 sill support it. 
N In Lafayme, the way 
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111 tbat that commdty has dmloped - I 
n just want to cite this as an example that 
n I can undersand thc feclings that these 
PI people have - half of the city is on the 
m east side of theVermUion River.The 
a other half of Lafayeae is on the west 
m side.And there aren't enough bridges. 
IEI There's a bridge way over to the west and 
PI a bridge way over to the east. So you 

r tq find &c nnkins big oval loops to get 
rlr] aromd from one pan of the a ty  to the 
[?21 next because there's no bridge here in the 
rq  middle where it needs to be.There's a 
[?dl beautiful street called Camellia Avenue 

, tq -  of&- - - - 

[rq thoroughfares towards the Vumilion River. 
[ i n  It bas b e a m  homes on it, big live oak 
rls mes, and Camellia is proposed to be 
[a cssentiaUy condemned and widened so that 
rn a new bridge an be built across the 
PI] Vermilion River.The residents don't like 
PI it in that neighborhood one single bit, 
mi but the bridge is going to be built 
1241 be- there is a recognition of a 

greater need of the city and the communitg 
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111 in genetal.Thank you. 
m COLONEL CONNER: 
PI ~ Y O U . ~  

@I MR. DICHARRY: 
(sl Henryponstein. 
A MR. PONSTEIN: 
m Thank you.The Florida 
w Avenue bridge and corridor at the Paris 
w Road has been talked about since the WPA 

[iq days; still not there.The St. Claude 
rrii tunnel used to be the campaign promises 
1rzi from a governor nearly SO yews ago.They 
:UI fiuallygaveuphavingitasacampaign 
1141 promise. Now, the Mississippi River Gulf 
139 Outlet I think was a big mistake.And I 
rlst have to give credit to the Colonel at that 
1171 time of the Corps of Engineers, talking m 
r j q  him after that hearing we had down m S t  
rrsi Bernard, he said, 'That was the worst 
1201 location because they will never be abk 
1211 to keep it deep emugh because it will 
[pl keep caving in from Paris Road down m 
r a ~  pastwolct."And he was correct about 
PI it.That was before it was dug.And I 
m said, 'Well, why are they doing it?" I 
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rr said,'To give wm wharfage to the Dock 
w Board in New Orleans?" He sai4'Tbat's 
PI p~litics!'That was aftex the d& 
141 He couldn't say it during the meting. 
n I'm sure you can't say it either. 
n Now, what you say about 
m breakwater. like with all the uees before 
lei the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet in 
IBI Betsy? Most of the trees was killed by 
rle the sabmater, and that's why that water 
IVII rushed in and we got flooded in the Ninth 
1121 Ward and St. Bemard.And now it has 
1131 become even worse and New Orleam is 
r rs  worried about getting flooded because mrw 
11q they won't even put a Red Cross shelter in 
~ 8 1  New 0rleans.They said they wouldn't be 
1171 proteaed ifa rml hurriolnc ume and hit 
1181 the right way because tiuse's nothing to 

114 stop the water irom comiog in. So the 
m outlet is a joke, a failure. 
p1 Now,the IotracolsPI 
rn watemays.which is the Indusuial Canal, 
n that's for barge haflic and it's in the 
mi center of where the Algiers lo& and the 
124 Harvey locks are. Now, those on the 
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I:] Westbank, those two canals has tunnels 
m undemuth.Why can't we put a tunnel 

under the St. Claude Avenue bridge?They 
141 talked about it for years.You put it on 
m the Westbank on the two Inncoastal 
cq watemys.They even made a tunnel from 
m England to France.You certainly could . 
[q make this tunnel with the neutrill ground; 
[sl wouldn't disnub anything for W c  

1101 around the ana hnr.And you can put the 
ri i i  new locks, if you look at your plans, you 
114 have mom to put it right next to the old 
1t31 l&.You have a tunnel there. Put the 
1r41 new locks right next to it, and you can 
119 move the barge W c  between in both 
1181 locks and you wouldn't have to disturb the 
1171 other bridges, you wouldn't have to 
[re.] disturb the neighborhoods.And it's meant 
[1sl for the Inmcoastal Watawlys, not for 
1201 ships.And if you use it forthe barge 
pi] W c  and put that new locks next to the 
p~ present locks, if you look on your plan, 
[pl you wouldn't have to move houses.You 
P N ~  wouldn't even have to change the Claiborne 
124 bridge.But you do need a high.1~~~1 
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11) bridge at Florida, and it would be a lot 
m less costly, lot less inwm=nient to the 
pi people in the neighbothood.It would help 
m out all kind of ways and keep it just for 
n barge t d 5 c  which is needed as part of 
rn the InaacoasalWaterways.And you look 
m at your plan.You could put it next to 

IOJ the present locks and wouldn't have to 
19 disturb any homes or anything and it 

I?OI wouldn't cost the taxpayers much money. 
1311 ThanL you. 
I14 COLONEL CONNER: 
I Thank you. sir. 
1141 MR. DICHARRY: 
[!q Georgianna Gray. 
1181 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: 
1171 My aam isn't Georgia 
n31 Gray. I'm G e e  (iaaudible - away from 
rrq microphone).And I'd just like m say one 
,zq rhing.We've been pn~mised on a national 
pa level that there would be no more 
ca~ destructionof om wet1ands.W~ were 
w going to save the wetlands.The president 
1241 has said so.Everybody has said s 0 . B ~  
N yet we launch these imsponsible plans. 



PUBLIC MEETrmG RE INDUSTRIAL LOCK 
REPIA~EMENT PROJECT J a w  27,1997 

111 plans where we don't know the 
m repercussions.We know what happened in 
PI St.BCrnard Parish and the damage that has 
(41 been d0ne.M this p c P o l ~ ~ m  this 
m gentleman is talking about uamporting 
IBI and all the great thiap it's going to 
m make, like this video, I mean this ween, 
a will it make a cypress m e ?  In 
csl Louisiana, we have more wethnds, we have 

1101 more wildlife, we used to at least, but 
1111 now everything is getting destroyed 
1121 Who's going to look out for us? Who's 
11s going to look out for the wildlife?You 
lt41 know, everybody likes to go duck hunting 
[ ~s l  np in Minnesota or wherever, but those 
rtel birds have to migate down here somewhere, 
[ in  and if they don't have their habitat, if 
[ID] that is all destroyed, then, you know, 
IISI we're losing a great pat of name, not 
12~1 just neighborhoods, not to mention the 
IZI] fact that we have a great historic 
~4 neighborhood here.The city of New 
w Orleans is a small place but it has a 
WI grat  Mstorg, and we are going m destroy 
vq this -The Battle of New Orleans was 

[I] fought right in between, right there on 
m the river. Now, let's 6nd another place 
rn for this.You know, let's quit picking on 
141 Louisiana.Just iind another way. But 
a stop destroying the nature. Stop 
w destroying the envimnment.Thanl you. 
m COLONEL CONNER: 
w Thank you, ma'am. Excuse 
PI me, ma'am, could you tell us your fast 

[rq name again so we could put it in the 
(111 record? Could you spcU that? 
rrq (Answer inaudiile - speaker 
1181 away from microphone.) 
1141 COLONEL CONNER: 

Thank you. 
114 MR. DICHARRY: 
1171 Edith Leibe? 
l l D l  (No responx.) 
rtq D.L.BeU? 
PI or response.) 
prl Philip Daley? 
w Ovo rcspoox.) 
m MarieuaWiUjams? 
I241 m.wnLIAMs. 
~ r s l  MynvncisMarieua 

ml that arc there. Unfortunately, if you 
em come down St. Claude. I live on the other 
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ro Williams. I live at 61 16 North Roman 
m Smet and I've Iived in the lower Ninth 
w Ward except for, well, since 1957 or 
141 thereabouts except for two years and I 
m moved back, we moved back here in about 
a 1991. I believe.At anyrdte. I had some 
m concerns that I -fed w register 
a tonight. 
n One is regarding the 

r ~ q  bridge. Seven1 of the people from St. 
1411 Bernard memioned about the bridge that 
rqa would come through there that would put an 
[ta] exit in the Lower Ninth Ward but not an 
144 enPance.As I've told you before, when 
1161 I've attended some of your meetings, this 
rqq is one of my biggcsr concuns. I was here 
1171 in 1965 duringthe hucsicane.We did have 
(14 to walk out in waist-high water. 
~4 One of my biggest 
w concerns is saPey, the fact that if we 
pa arc going to look at any typc plan at all, 
ppl that it must indude somethiog where we 
w have a high-rise through here that 
1~41 pmvidesancmrvlcemdancxitforthe 
izq Lower Ninth Ward, not just an exit. I do 
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III feel that we are deserving of this.We 
m leave, although when you hear the rddio 
PI anuouflcement, it will say liLc St. Bemud 
n or something like that, but we a& many 
ISI ofuswo&inthisura,too,andwehave 
161 to get out to get to wodr and get our 
m children to school. So I think this is 
a one ofthe things that we have to look at. 
PI The other thio& just as 

rtq an aside, I wish you'd let all the 
1111 residems speak before you let the 
raa politicians speak, too. I thought it 
as would have been better. 
(141 The other thin& I feel 
rrsl that that bridge entrance and exit has 
1161 everychhg, and I know we cootinue to hear 
14i1 people say it that it has nothing to do 
pal with that, but I feel it has everything to 
IIW do with it when you're dealing with 
1201 safety, whichever part of this Lower Ninth 
pi1 Ward you live in. 
w a l e  other thing is that I 
1231 do think we have to look at the economics 
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r i l  side of Chiborne Avenue, it seems like 
rn the only business over there, or I 
n shouldn't say business, I don't use it, 
161 but the only indusay or whatever, I 
[q should say, looks like a lot with drug 
[q treatment prognms or something like that. 
m To me, these are dead-end things.They're 
w questionable. 
ISI And I think we have w 

1101 address the economic issues that are here. 
1111 I think it's a very serious issue that we 
114 have to look at in terms of gening maybe 
ria a school down here for Paining people for 
[I41 thin@, SO in that P'dl7icUh way, I do 
rtsl think that we have w look at this program 
1161 in terms of what it can do economically. 
rtq EmrironmentaUy, I do 
ria think that there are a lot of things that 
rtsl do have to be addressed because we have w 
pol be able to live in conjunction with our 
PII envimnment. 
EZI The other thing, and 
m because you mentioned about the dredging, 

I did have a question about that and I did 
M wonder about, when you dredge the river or 

r i ~  whatever it is that you would do there. 
m when those snows start to melt in other 
w places, would it mean that we would be 
R like a cup siaing in the bottom of a, you 
a know, a saucer or a cup sitting at the 
lq bottom, just sitting at the bottom) I 
m would like w know that to wonder whether 
BI if you dredge.would those waters go 
ISI underneath the houses that are by the 

rtq lmee?What kind of pmudons would be 
[ill pmvidedfor that? 

114 Oneotherthingthatyou 
ria mentioned was 33 million dollars for 
1i41 mitigation which I rally don't think is 
1iq anywhere near what would be needed, but 
ria your inirial thing said Holy 
A?I Cross/By%mter/Lawer 9, I may have it 
r ia l  wrow I think I may have left out one 
risl part, but then it said 8.5 million or 8.4 
pol million t owad  St. Bernard. So it 
1211 doesn't even leave 33 milkon that you're 
rzll talking about.YouSre talking about one 
@I sl of 33 million dollars, which is even 
rm less.And those are my comments.Thanl 
FI you. 
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[(I COLONEL CONNER: 
n Thank you, ma'am 
I MR. DICHARRY: 
I41 SStac)' ROC~WOO~. 
rq (No response.> 
[q Elaine J a h a  
m (No response.) 
ISI GencpaMorris. 
PI MS. MORRIS: 

[to] My name is Geneva Morris. 
r i i ~  I've been in the Ninth Ward since 1961. 
Im First of all. I'm on St. Claude Street 
1131 right near the bridge, and these pamphlets 
1141 I got here tonight from someone, nobody 
~ t q  received this.This was, they put all of 
rtq the pamphlets at St. Maurice V i  where 
[tq all the old people there are. Nobody that 
[tsl really needed w get this got it. So I'm 
~4 not prepared wnight with any written 
rn statement or anything like that because if 
r z t ~  it wasn't for Father M I ,  I wouldn't even 
rzll know this meeting was going on here 
@I wnight.And then I wouldn't have known 
1241 YOU all had this little meeting with some 
N of the people in the neighborhood.Aod I 
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111 think that I should have known about the 
m private meeting because I have property on 
m St. Claude between Fad and h d i  
161 and that's right in the midst of 
m everything that you're going to be doi i .  
[q And, you know, you just don't put any 
m intomtion out where it should be. So I 
a don't know who you expea to be at the 
rn meetings, you know. I see you had all 

[iq these other folk here that does not even 
r i l l  live in the area, and they're only 
ria concerned about their welfarc.And then 
[is1 we comes after everybody gone W say what 
rid1 we - to give our concern about out 
[iq neighborhood and hen  we live here.WeSre 
~q going to be gnaw imected. 
rtn YOU were taking about 
rts the jobs and, you know, that the people in 
[tw the neighborhood would have jobs.They 
1201 won't be there to do the work. Where 
nt] would you place thempThey won't even be 
rzll in the neighborhood, you know, because 
w you're going to -they're going to have 
larl to move out before they would even be 
N there to get a job.And what I'm 

Mn-u-scripm 
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rl wncemed about is all of the people in 
m the area, and especially the people that 
r ~ 1  have thek livelihoods there. I put all 
rrl my money in the Lower Ninth Ward on St 
[q Claude Avenue. I have four ~ C S S ~ J  on 
[el St. Claude Avenue in the same area.And I 
m have grandchiIdren.1 have a gmdron 
a that's a barber that's wme imo the 
IS! beauty salon with me. I have my other 
[~OI grandson who opemd the business n m  door 

there.We're opening another Little 
ria business on the other sidc.You're trying 
114 to do things, at least you can employ 
as people and min people to be employed but 
(1s then you ant -Then are monies that we 
liq need to even just lrpair some of the 
an things that you have.You3re not goiag to 
sa get a bank m give you any monies to put 
114 intheLowerNinthWardoranybodytogi~e 
pol you any money or to loan you any money to 
pi] men repair your phces because tbcy know 
pa that you al l  keep threatening us and 

you're holding r d  say a hvnmr over our 
la] heads that any minute you'll just lower 
rzq the boom 
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[I] So then I donr Laow what 
n you expect for people to do. Poor people, 
pl the Lower Ninth Ward is W y ,  just is 
[Q W c a d e d  off like a prison.And we 
w don't have much activities down thue 
a anyway and people go down tbere.When 
m Bersy came. a b t  of people left the 
w neighborhood, and it's been going down 
14 ever since. I was in Betsy. Im not that 

[lo] tall but I'm 5'2" and I had m be M i e d  
pq out because the water was over my head. 
ria And I had my chil&enAnd I thhk  it's 
(14 not fair for you to come in a ncigbborhood 
1141 and say, we& we're going m /us[ come 

q am- w x r e q n a a  - 

[la St.Beroard.You could have p u ~  it down 
rtn there.And I undersfand that you s a i d  
ria you how,  like this lady doesn't wvlt the 
pw, wetlaads and aU of that disturbed, the 
izq fisheries and the crabs and everything 
[zil else. So I don't know what we'n 
pa considexed i l ~  in the neighborhood.You 
~1 know, so you say, well, no, I won't do St. 
1241 Bernard. I'll come and do the lower Nlnth 
~5, Ward. 
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111 And I'm not tllking about 
n race. It's predominantly black and poor, 
PI old people, and young folk are moving out 
MI ofthe a m  becaw they know what you 
[q plan to do. 
[a So you're just killing 
m evergthing. I think that you could go in 
a ihe wetlands and I chink you couId. do wbat 
lpl you need to do down in that ama. I would 

, 

ALI like to see you go someplace else.And 
1111 then what you're doing now is saying 
[la you're going to put a bridge back on 
114 ~lorida ~veuue; and it s e m  like you 
1141 really going to put the bridge -That 
[iq would be 6ne because it's not, you h w ,  
ria use just that space back there but you're 
an sdll going to have some pmblem with the 
[is1 people that Live on Florida Avenue, unless 
om you're going m go iimher over, and om, 
izq and then you're going to come down in S t  
pi] Bernard Parish.Thcn you're going to 
pa impactTupeIo SPcet.Then all the 
m aaflic going to come downTupelo Street 
~211 where I he.Then you're going to come 
rzq to St. Claude S a e t  where I have my 
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111 hdnes  and you're going m nm me away 
n from then. 
a Idon'tthinkpouvantme 
141 down here, you know.And Ifcd really 
m bad about that.And I have -my 
[q graodcd~ikkn are coming along and sayink 
m we& maybe my grandmothersbecause my 
a husband died 19 months ago.so it feaas 
lpl me there Wting you aII by myself. 

(101 I hate even m *IIL to anybody about it 
[i 11 because, I say, weU I'm a big girl. I 
us a n  handle whauvcr has to be done.But 
[I~I look We you all arc kiud of bigger thn 
[is us with the money and all, you know, and 

- ~ b e b q z b k n m r m c a n b j t r s t B t t s $ ~  - 
1i.q Now, one thing you didn't 
[in sayonthereis.Imnemberynrsagowhen 
[ta we had Mayor Morial in office, you talked 
1161 about the widening of the Indumial Canal 
pol ahd the bridge.You said that the bridge 
@$I would come and it would come down at 
pa Caffm Avenue. If it comes down at Gfh 
j~3l Avenue. weU, I'm going to be under the 
WJ bridge.And then they raked then about 
r29 not girinp you an* be- they won't 
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[II I'm just telling you whu I have on my 
n mind on the top of my head. 
a Andthen,Iwasbokiw 
m at, wondering what was your plans for, you 
n know, like weke right then at the 
PI Indudal Ganal.When you start, if you 
m ever get to that point, and you're going 
a tobebuildiqgthelaidge,whatWOf 
w modes-Anyougoingromoreus 

1101 someplace else, pay cash for the bullding 
nr thatwe'ngohgmgoin.giveusalot 
[la ofmneytoholdusuntitwebuildanother 
rra~ busiws and then pay us for our 
aq aggmatbn?The money you're talking 
aq about is not enough jw for me and 
1161 becaw. pou know, I walked bard. I 
an worked hard. I worked widows, 
o r  dclning toilets, sem& sdling -, 
ow Boingmcoilcge,Pgiogtogam 
m eduation, trying to send my children m 
1211 school. I did an oftbat, and then I put 
m mynmneyonSt.WaudeStnetandthenyou 
LPI ~~m~andrellmethatIan'rdlythcrc. 
WI I don't think that's fair. 
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111 touch your propay so you'll just be 
m rightdownbythebridgetryingto~na 
a buciness.llnd you weren't auppo6ed to 
m gmcusanythiogforitbccawwe 
@I wouldn't be afh.ncdWe'rc going to be 
(61 affcaed in any way you go. 
m ThctcnoycPrsl Whiu are 
a w e p i n g t o d o w h i k y o u * r e c o ~  
w -justthetwoyears.Ifitwassix 

CIW months, do you how, I wouldn't have any 
[III monies to live off &?And then it's 
84 awful.And I think that you aU could do 
[IS better than that aad I wish you would do 
r141 better than that.And when you have a 
rlq meeting, let people know. I'm at 5119 St. 
a4 Claude Street all day and h a l f  ntght 
1171 Inthebeaurygllonandintheara, 
n4 notbingIikerhiscpm.St.MauriceYtlln 
orr iswayovcronSt.Ma~wayoutof- 
car well, not out ofthe way but away from 
PI] where you're going to be coming down 
m HadIknownmnIcould 
PI havepn=pamipnpsrrdlfmcomeandspulr 

mdsay,youknow,and wilwnwnw 
psi preparc~butI'mnocplcprucdbut 

E)M. IRR 
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m Thank you, ma'am 
n MFL DICHARRY: 
M StevenRcimr? 
A MR REIMER: 
13 Hello. My name is Steven 
a Reimer. My Y and I h e  at 3420 
m Bursundy in the Bpwlter Dirnin My wife 
nn and I are hirly actme in the Bywater 
w NcighborhoodAssodation. 

os Instead of making general 
[III comments about your project, I'd like to 
M a d d m  myselfto what I regard as a very 
[IS spedflc fhw in the heenvironmemal 
[rq a d p i s  and a& that it be addrursed in 
nr anysupplemencrhatmaybe~coming.1 
[lei also confine myself to the area west of 
[ ~ n  the Indusuial Canal simply became I do 
as not know the Holy Cross area, the area 
[iw that's ast, but I believe that the 
w effects am much the same. 
1 1  Y 0 U r P C O j M ~  
rza a- that you're going to bave 
lpI scvaeimppctsonthcSt .Claudc~ 
lan mdiaPtemptingtomkigatethose 
P+SJ darmges, you intend m performsome soea 

-*- 
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[II work, some rewdng of St. Claude and a h  
n IbelievesomercppsingofFranldin 
M Avenue. While I'm in favor of that 
r*1 miti&Vn,1beticvcrhatthcIn&dyhg 
a ~ t o t h a t i s n o t - a , a n d  
a thatbthattheprimKgfbmofmfiic 
m is right up and down St. Clande. If you 
R b e c o m e ~ w l t h t h e ~ w d w e a  
PI of the Indumial Cnnol you'll find that 

IIW therearevecyfewsropsigasonstreecs 
or pulllelmtheriver,panUel@itm 
[la St. Claudc.As a result, there's major 
US ~ l U i a r y ~ ~ B o * h o m , i s i t  
[tq Poland Stre% is it to F& abng 
11s mwtofthestreetsthatanpPnllelto 
o r  the river.As such, any diScupfiOfl that 
un you may have abng the St. Claude corridor 
11q isalsogoingmgoaheadmdhavevvio~li 
[IW impacts on the awciated neighborhoods. 
rrm Andasamult,somgood.somcbad,but 
.MI attheveqIeastamorethomughPrfSc 
m adp-is 1 believe needs to be made in 
pgq thmepamiCuku*ls. 
an There are some mideation 
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111 inexpensive. For example, reversing some 
a of the stop signs to go ahead and have 
pj traf6cT.s out into St. Claude as opposed 
141 to allowing for thotoughface rraffic 
151 between the CBD and the Bywata 

neighborhood, for example, could be done. 
m But I believe that bccluse of the fact 
p.1 that your pmject will impact St Claude 
ISI to a greater extent, clearly there's going 

[lo] to be damage, is it to the neighborfioods, 
[ i l l  is it west of the Indusuial Canal b e d  
ria upon traffic effects, and I would like to 
1131 say as an additional is that meet wo& 
(141 be done in terms of analysis, perhaps some 
r iq signage and hopefully some additioxual 
lie] resurfacing.Thank you. 
1171 COLONEL CONNER: 
[la) Thank you, sir 
[#Dl MR. DICHARRY: 
w CymhiaSumner. 
Pi1 MS. SUMNER: 

lpl I had hoped not to have 
m] m speak here tonight. It's not something 
P.] I'm entirely comforrable with. But seeing 
~q as so many people have had to leave. I 

Page 171 

al going to impact? It's quality of life. 
PI It's not just about money.There's no way 
a that you can replace that.There's no way 
WI that you can compensate for what you're 
ISI about to take away. 
161 And. I don't know, I'm 
m just curious right now with you aU who 
a are I&, because I'm thinLing time's 
w Rlnning out tonight. Everyhdy's tired. 

[ j q  We all  want to go home. I would like to 
r i i i  heara round of applause for those pwpk 
[in who are opposed because I think you need 
rial to hear who's Ie&.who's stuck it out to 
tr*i show you that they don't nvlt this here. 
risl Could I hear that from you all? 
a61 (Applause.) 
1171 COLONEL CONNER: 
ria Thank yon, ma'am. 
[la MR. DICHARW. 
1201 Celesitu Walker. 
P~I Wo ICWIUK~ 

m Kenneth Robinson. 
PI W0 ~ P ~ M c . )  
w KathyRandells. 
psl (No IeSpoUSe.) 
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[I] feel that I have to come up here and say 
121 something. I moved to Holy Cross because 
w it is unlike any other place that I know 
[a] of in New Orleans. It is a little piece 
[q of country out here. I look out my window 
w and I see green grass.You're going to 
m take that away.Not only do I see green 
a grass, I see kids playing on it. In an 
p~ urban environment Iike this, Iike we have 

rial in New Odeaas, rhnr is nre for those 
r i i l  children to have that.Would you want 
rlzl your kids to be robbed of that? Would you 
rial want your children to be bmchhg the 
rial !&d of d m  and be exposed to the sons 
--- --- 

r l q  of toxic things that arego- I F  - - - - 
riel floating around in the air when this kind 
rln of consauction is going on? Do you have 
[in] children? Does anyhody up there have 
1 s  children? 0kay.Would you want 
rzol supertankers and would you want barges 
ail with toxic materials going through your 
nn neighborhood where they could possibly be 
IZAI exposed to those kinds of things? Would 
rm you want that to happen to you?Think 
r.?q about the people who Jive hhcrc.Who is it 
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III Charles Jones. 
n Wo re~ponse.) 
n MarLBrink. 
[rl MR. BRINK: 
w I'm Mark Brink. I 
161 represent Mark's MuMer Shop right up the 
rn street. 
I This project wiU have a 
PI direct economic slowdown to my business. 

lie Threeq~rarcm of my businem is across 
[ti] the bridge and in other pishes 
r~n DitGcult access to my business will 
[is subtan* hurt sales. In the past, 
1141 when the Claiborne bridge wa8 broken, my 

h q r - c u  -- 

~ l a  14year established locationThis 
rrq project would interrupt my business 
[in] terribly. I'm afraid my business, Miss 
1191 Moore's business,Holy Cmss, we'd have to 
rrm get up and leave or go out of business. I 
sii just wanted w state.Thank you. 
m COLONEL CONNER: 
W ThaoLyou. 
WI MR. DICHARRY: 
(251 James Williams. 
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(11 (No response.) 
m Cabin Aguilard. 
m mo reresponse.) 
[4[ Danny Lewis. 
Isl MR. LEWIS: 
(61 Gentlemen, at this poim, 
m it's kind of like winning a Lottery when 
m your name comes up. I am a real estate 
iq agent. I have only one question.That 

[ tq question is, what will the effects be of 
[ i l l  11 years of work on the canal on real 
r121 estate values in the areas near the canal? 
11s A friend of mine who lives very dose here 
~ 4 1  called me and said, "Danny, I've got a 
rtsl copy of the draft repon. I'd like for 
[ tq you to look it over. It's the real estate 
rlq supplement." And I suppose he called me 
[i81 because I was a real estate agent, not 
11% because I like to read technical reporis. 
PI But in any case, many of you may have seen 
p t l  this, New lock and Connecting Channel 
m D& Elevation Report, Rclr Estate 
ml Supplement. So what my friend asked m to 
WI do was look over this and dredge through 
rrsl thefigucesandseeexactlywhattheCorps 

[t] said the effea on real estate values 
m would be of these proposed 11 years of 
@I work. 
@I Well, okay. I got myself 
(61 comfonable and I read this from cover to 
@I cove.r,and there is one thing on Page 15. 
m It's the first p g n p h .  It says, 'There 
@I are no problems anticipated with the land 
m owners:' 'There are no pmblems 

1101 anticipated with the land owncrs." 
[ti1 Now, it's possible I got 
1121 the wrong repon.This is a real estate 
risl supplement. Maybe there's another one, 
1141 and if there is, nanrrplly I'd like w see 
rtsl that.And I'm coddent the Corps would 
[iel make this repon available to any of you 
rlq that want it. But, you Laow, if you jusr 
[ ta~ take Holy Ctoss herc,you've got about 
1161 2500 homes in Holy Cmss.About 2.000 of 
m them are occupied; the other 500 are 
ell vacant.Their property is wonh millions 
m of dollars. 
m Now. I'm not telling you 
N anything you don't h o w  when I tell you 
cm that it's a fairfy good time for real 
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r t l  estate in New 0rIeans.Things are not 
m booming but we all know oil's pretty good, 
[31 the port's pretty good.You can't even go 
141 downtown because of visitors. It's a 
la fairly good time.The avenge home owner 
161 or business owner can expect a reasonable 
m appreciation on his or her pmpeny in . 
R this town. 
,%I Now, you know, what's 

rlq reasonable, two percent three percent, 
ri l l  6ve percent a ycar.That depends on who 
118 you ask. Nobody's got a crystal ball on 
[I* this. But the avenge home owner can 
1141 expea an increase in the value of their 
1151 property.WeU, I think in this case, 
[!GI with this particular work on the horizon 
1171 around the canal, that the avenge home 
r ~ q  owner in Holy Cmss and Bywater and St. 
[IS] Claude and Plaquemine and St. Bernard can 
w expect a serious repon on what the &a 
pt] on real e rne  values will be.And they 
m don't have that.Thanks. 
in] COLONEL CONNER: 
M Thank you, sir. 
nn MR. OICHARRY: 
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[q Nilima Mwendo. 
m MS. MWENDO: 
n Good evening. I'm Nilima 
[a] Mwendo of the lower Ninth Ward-Hoy Cmss 
n am.The maritime industrg, the United 
PI States government and particularly the 
m Corps of Jhgheers and the Pon of New 
IUI Orleans are all going to benetit 
A tremendously from this project. It's 

rlq estimated that it would generate bUons 
rltl of dollars in increased revenue over a 
rtq period of time.The people of the four 
rts communities affected by this project 
1141 should also ben&.This is an 
[iq opportunity for a &win situation, yet 
1161 the government is offering crumbs in 
1171 return for major d i~~pt ion ,  upheaval and 
rtsl inconvenience to the people, w the 
r1s1 families in these communities for at least 
1201 10 to 15 years.There will be various 
p t ~  negative effects, physically, 
r q  economically, socially and 
m~ psychologically, as a result of this 
PI pprojea. 
1251 Whatisthemitigation 

Min- US^* 
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111 for these? I sat in a few of the 
m Neighborhood Working Group meetings and 
w felt that the Port and Corps were there to 
r.1 fuMU a mandate that said you have to 
a get the participation of the 
w neighborhoods. period, not their a p p m l  
m of the project, not to sct up negotiations 

[a] or to determine impacts and hir and 
w proper mitigation but to get 

1101 participation. 
(111 I can come to a meeting. 
rja say two words, and you can say I have 
rlsl participated. It did not mamr how many 
1141 times in how many ways we said we did not 
113 want thls projecLThey kept tcying and 
1161 got from many the vision for this 
1171 co-. '"Give us yvurvishn," they 
11 s continued to say, not that the vision 
1s would be nalizcd but so they could put on 
w paper and say we participated, end of 
P1I S O T .  

[pl This feeling I had 
w fo~owing these few me- triggered 
WI unpleasant memories of documented 
M historical faas which the government has 

P a p  178 

111 been involved in, and I said to myself, 
n here we go agaie kprewmtive Sherman 
PI Copeland gave examples of recent unkept 
141 pmmiss. I have a few more -tic 
n ones, some that go way back. 
[q For example, we can go 
m back as far as to nearly the end of 
[a) slavery when exslaves were pmi sed  their 
PI 40 acres and a mule as an economic base 

rio] upon which to establish themsehes and to 
11 $1 recoup some ofthe payment for nnny years 
114 of free Iab0r.A~ you know,we arc still 
F ~ I  fighting for our 40 acres and a mule 
1141 through the Repandons Movement, repairs 

~ f o ~ g e s  i n i m v e n r  - - 
1161 the exploitation, discrimination and 
1171 oppression ofAfrican Americans to this 
ria] present day. 
(1- Other examples, the 
[201 syphilisinjected experiments on 
PII prisoners, the conscious small pox spread 
[PI to Native Americans, the Jim Cmw law of 
w the South; more recently,the payment of 
1241 4 4 . 8 o n  dollars to the 12 human guinea 
w pigs who in the 1940s were injected with 
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r11 uranium and plutonium without their 
a knowledge and the U.S. government finally 
n admitting to its involvement in 1996, 
WI after years of denial:the building of 
rsl hundreds of prisons a year to house those 
a who are and who will be the dkarded of 
m society duc to welfate reform, drugs, 
w cutbacks in education and lack of jobs and 
w entrepreneurial opportunities. 

rlol With such a history. it 
r i i l  is &cult to believe that the 
r*zl g o v m  is for the peopk, for the good 
1131 of the people beyond its own agenda and 
11s gain. Do I add the IANC project to the 
119 List of examples of the Mississippi 
r1q aeatment of the common nran,woman and 
117 child, the W y ?  
ltai Let me bring it down home 
rlsl to this situation. In the summer of 1995, 
m I submitted a written pmposal to the Port 
BIT and Corps as a suggested mitigation plan. 
[pl Its ha.& was to pmmte  d-suf6ciency 
im~ and selfdetermination within the four 
WI communities.The pmpoal was not 
M included in the Corps' and the Port's 
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rti minutes or in any of their mitigation 
a plans, including this latest 0ne.A 
w portion of a line was included, totally 
w out of the pmposal's context, saying that 
a this was one of the suggestions that the 
w community wanted. Sounds familiar? 
m Briefly, the proposal was 
a this.Add&ional m the direct mitigation 
w plans that already exist, this would be 

1101 the pmposal:AU vessels tbat use the 
rlti Induslrial Canal would pay a fee. By the 
aa wy. this is not a new paice. In the 
1131 1920s when the Pon owned the locks, each 
r lq  vessel that used the anal was charged a 

I,q-o~-*- - 

r~~~mgomtheCitgofNewOrleansfor 
1171 the four communities' intias~ucnuc and 
rjsl the remainder would be divided among the 
risl bu r  communities,with the highest 
IWI percentage earnnrLed for the communities 
rz11 suEfering the greatest impact. Committees 
[pl from each community would dncrmine how 
w the money would be spent in specific 
w delineated uus in education, economic 

development, healthcur, housing, crime 
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ril prevention and recreati0n.W idea will 
n allow the communities affected by this 
131 major disruption to become more 
141 self-sufficient and more selfdetermining. 
[sl I believe the proposal I 
[q just briefly outlined would encourage and 
m maintain the human dignity and respect of 
[el the families in our c o d t i e s  as well as 
rsl pmvide economic growth and development 

rtq for the government and the llnritime 
1111 indusay.Again, it muld be a d w i a  
rlq situation.We do not accept the present 
azn mitigation plan delineated in the IHNC 
114 r e p .  
09 COLONEL CONNER: 
ria Thank you ma'am 
[in MR. DICHARRY: 
[is RaymondAmbrose. 
11s (No response.) 
1201 I have to apologize. I 
gi] don't know the 5s name here.But it's 
lpl "Loubolton." 'Zoubolton" is the Iast 
rzq name, 6um Living on Flood Suect. 
1241 (No response.) 
1251 Kelly De-spaux or Despad 

111 gvo rrsponse.) 
s The lastnameis 
PI M-GI-N, living on Dauphine Snret, 
WI RudoIfo Megin? 
n (Noresponse.) 
rsl Erroll Damimi (phonetic)? 
m (No response.) 
[a I'm sorry, did I - I 
n must have d y  butchered that one. 

llal MR. BEAN: 
[ill That's quite all iight. 
rtq I'm not him anyway. My name is Gary Bean 
[fa and I'm not a stone's rhmm away from the 
1141 St. Claude. I'm in the ten hundred block. 
1isl Andtome,thiscom~&wnwmnjustthe 
[la community,becaw w m the community is 
1171 one. and each one of us. each and every 
114 one of us. is one when we're looking at 
rlai this pmject that you're trying to thrust 
m down our thrwt And I'm not only going 
1211 to be impacted directly. I'm pretcy 
m cemin I would be displaccd.And my idea 
ra of purchasing a home in the Bywater uea 
WI is like many of the people in the 
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1s my vision is to live there, enjoy my life, 
s and also have the oppormnity to help 
~1 raise my grandchildren and leave them some 
n form of legacy of mine's. 
w I would like to know, you 
M know, because the mirigation money to me 
m is definitely not enough.You'd have m . 

[el give it all to me for me to be satistied. 
w But at the same time, what am I going to 

[lo] gain out of the mitigation? In the ten 
r l  t i  hundred block right there on Poland 
[la Avenue, certainly my place will not 
nil r e d .  Can the Corps of Engineers give 
riq me back my 18 months of labor, not just by 
[~sl myself, also with my fiancee, that I've 
[iq labored in my residence to buUd it and to 
1171 bring it back up, to build that community 
rts back up?The Corps cannot pay me enough 
[tq for that.Will the Corps take and move my 
w home, not just give me money to go and 
PI] purchase somewhere else where -and 
lp] incidentally, I may be displa- someone 
lp] again, too.Will the Corps take and 
PI remove my home, period, That man brick 
psl for brick, board for bcard, tile for tile, 

- 
rul community8s, in the old community's, that 1, oppo-rmnity to do &at. 
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111 and put it in a place of my choosing, 
m because if the Corps cannot do that for 
n me, then the Corps is not doing any good 
w for me nor is the Corps doing any good for 
151 the community. If I have to leave the 
161 wmmuaity, the comrmrnity little by little 
m just sam to die off. It'll be gone. 
a The legacy of the Historic Disuict, it'll 
lpl disappear.\krhat's next? 

tiq And this is a big problem 
r i l l  with big government. It's always what's 
ria nea.You are not beyond the people.The 
rizn people is the government, or should I say 
1141 the people are the govcmmcnt.Whcn are 
[isl you all going to listen to us? I didn't 
[(a purchase in the Bywater for this project 
($71 tocometomeandsay,weU,youwasable 
(1.1 to obtain a piece of your goal but you 
[ ~ q  must go. I'm not inrensted in going. 
w That 3 the reason that I purchased the% 
1211 I want to live a fruittul life in that - 
~ z l  uta, in that community, with the 
w neighbors. I haven't been in there long 
R ~ I  enoueh to learn mv newborn. I want that 



PUBLIC MEETrmG RE INDUSTRIAL LOCK 
REPLAtxhfENr PROJECT 

111 I'U go on recod I 
m vehemently oppose this pmjecrhd  I 
m also want to know an answer, does the 
M Corps intend on pushing this down 
m everyone's throat? I want a direct 
[q answcr.Will you re- my home in total 
m thewayitis? 
I If1 wanted to Livc 
ISI somewhere eke where I can purchase a home 

[to1 that would not be aftected by this. I 
[t $1 would have done so. I purchased where I 

purchased because this is whcre I want to 
1131 live, because the ambience of my home, the 
1141 mitigation money will neve~ replace that, 
11s not today, not tomorrow, not next year. 
1161 And I don't want to be putting up with, as 
rn you say, an average of two years in each 
[rq area. I don't think I'm going to haw m 
[iq putupwithittwoyears.IfIwant 
m soundproo6ng in my home, cvemuaLly at 
pa ~omepointintimeIcandothatto 
m myself. I want air conditioning? I can 
IW do that myself. I don't need the Corps to 
IMI do that for me.What I need the Corps to 
N do is to leave my home intact rhe way it 

[ii is and where I can be in peace and 
m continue nising my life out where I am 
PI and to help rake my grandchildren.hd 
M no shaking of any heads or just Looking 
w and staring because I know all of those 
rsl things is going to make me feel any 
m better.What I wam is the project to go 
181 away, periodThanlr you. 
A COLONEL CONNER: 
[IOI Sir, we didn't get your 
1111 last name. Could you give that to us, 
[fa please? 
Ea MR BEAN: 
1141 Yes, sir. It's Bean, 
[is BEA-N. 
1181 COLONEL CONNER: 
1171 Thank you. 
[la MR. DICHARRY: 
[tsl David Bradshaw. 
WI @o response.) 
I Kom Livingston. 
m @o response.) 
n Larry Spencer. 
WI MR. SPENCER: 
N Thanks anyway but I was 

rarl backwards, put the fan on and blow the 
nn smoke out the room. Okav?The 
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111 going to wait if it was till midnight. 

You understand what I'm saying?All I 
a want to say is, as I've been saying since 
(41 day one of this project. we started this 
[q thing about four or five years ago, this 
a recent project, and at that point. I think 
m it was Congresswoman Boggs who said the 
a project will not go forward - there .was a 
14 meeting at the Holy Cros Neighborhood 

1101 Assouation - untit such time as aU 
[ti] parties come to an agreement as to if and 
ria what they wam Do they want a project, 
rlq do they not want a project.We went 
ri41 through the whole -we had the usuals. 
0s We had the indumy.We had the Corps. 
[iq We had the Pon.We had the neighborhood 
an associations.And mrpbody that wanted 
[~a)  to pmlcipatc pamiapated. 
ria Since that first initial 
m meeting, evergone from the businesxs in 
IZII the community, the neighborhood 
WI associations, the churches, the general 
PI everyday ddzen, has bccn say* no. 
PU Tonight, I got here when you all started 
M and m r y  speaker, political, business 

Page 188 
[il a.wciation,justJoe Blow citizen that 
a has d e d  up to this mike,has said no. 
rsr The only folk I have seen come up here and 
n said yes wls the barge indusay and all 
a the people who's going to be using this 
rn facility grossing about a miIIion doUvs 
m a d a y o f t h e f r u i * i o f o w s ~ g ,  
m because that's what you're going to have. 
m Okay? What you will have here, and let's 

[iol not play games about the economy and all 
[I il the good things it's going to do for New 
[in Orleaos, because what it's going to do for 
[iq New 0rleal1.S is minimal It's minimal 
1141 because what's going to come through that 
[tsi lock is going IO go MemphiqTemessee. 
~ta Baton Roue or wherever up the Mississippi 
[in they need to so. It's a short mute for 
rim container ships.And for jobsThe 
[im itldusLty as it is nght now will handle 
124 whatever's coming through those locks 
p l  without any inhion of jobs. 
lpl Be real about it. Ln's 
w take the mirrors, you know, and nun them 
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111 realization is, the economic impact on 
a thisdrydbeadmpinthebncketw 
a the economic impact of the one major 
[41 special interest group in thir country 
161 that's one of the biggest m the world, 
lq and also the shipping industry. 
m Now, you want to come 
rsl here and throw sand and peanuts at me and 
a say 33 million dollars. I'm not going to 

tie rehash the points that was made whereas 
rir l  half of this mediation plan is actually a 
ria pan of the o p t i o n  plan, but we're 
[la going to dispense with that.We're not 
r141 going to go there. It's been there. 
rio We've been there.When you go to Congress 
1161 and present this wonderful package of 
[1?1 yours, these folk, if they agree to i t  
rial there is nothing in that mitigation plan 
114 that you could promise me going w happen 
m to my community because if you go to 
PI] Congress with my blessing and Congress 
m say, well, let's do the project, we don't 
PI have to do mediation. &crybody in here 
M talkingaboutlosingyourjobandall 
m slallthat'sgoingdownthetubes. 

111 You don't have a penny.You cannot put a 
a dime in no b a a  for no mediation. Okay? 
rsl You wam to sell us somethhg?Y0u a t  
PI toberealwithus? 
s E,andrmtocally 
(61 distanced by thu, but if it should 
m happen, here's the mediation plan I have 
@I m plan.You go to the folk who are wins 
@I to make the money, the shipping iadw, 

riq tell them to put a billion dollars in an 
1111 account and sit it on that able m d  say, 
AZI here's your mediation plan, four 
ria communities, do what you wam with it and 
114 have your community. But chis whole 
rtq mediation thing is just like thunfoks 
t ~ q  with 'W.No" got caught, it's smok.Yon 
1171 cannot tell me you're going w air 
riq condition nobody's house or do nothing in 
rfq nobody's house because you don't have a 
(201 dime to do it and if Congress don't give 
pi] it to you, you mn t  do it. So don't sit 
m here and tell me about all the things 
rrjl you're going to do for these folks when 
r241 you ain't got a dime to back it up with. 
IZSI In one year's period. the 
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r11 shipping industry is going to make 365 
n million dollars when this thing is 
w completed, a year.You multiply that by 
w ten years and Look at the economic impact 
(51 they're going to have.They want this 
(61 thing and you, being Mr. Good Guy and 
m wanting mything to run smoothly and.do 
re] good for the indusay, okay, you teU the 
PI industry. they come down here, not the 

1101 Corps, not the Port, the industry, the 
1111 shipping magnets, the Onassis clans and 
[14 the Sea/lands and the Pueno Rican muinas 
[is] and all of these folks that are mabing 
ria these billion. and niUio11~ of dollus. 

Tell them to come down here and put some 
1461 money on the tabk, srdght-up hard cash 
ria money if you want to talk about doing 
[I~I something in this communitty.hd then I'm 
[iq still opposed to it, but be real and don't 
1201 sell these people a mediation plan where 
PI] you don't have a penny to back it up with 
m and ain't got no guaantce you're going to 
lzal get a penny. Let's be real. 

1241 I kaow yOU slved XIIe 

nn last so evembodv's wne and don't hear 
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[I] this, but I want mg comments put in your 
a plan vcrbatim.Thank you. 
w COLONEL CONWER: 
w Thank you. 
151 MR. DICHARRY: 
(61 PhilArnoIds. 
m Wo respo-.) 
a Th.e remaining cards that 

I have here have question marks whether 
[iq they want to make statements or not. 
1111 Instead of reading all of these names o w  
 la unless you want me to, sir, they didn't 
us know for sure if they wanted to make 
rt41 statements or not 

Denise m p  

rtq (No reresponse.) 
i Roben E.Jackson7 
ria <No response.) 
[iq DO you want to continue 
rw~ to read them or - Ohy. Noreen Scott? 
PI] Wo respo11~e.l 
rn Alberta Grat? Eddie - 
ml oh. I'm sony.Albexm? 
Wl Ms. GRAF: 
@q YesMynameisAlberCa 

Min-u-Sd* 
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[t] Graf. For those older residents from this 
m area, I'm Alberta Grun Rctif Gmf. 'W 
p] won't mean very much to you gentlemen. My 
141 gmndfatherwas WiUiam Grua, and in the 

early 1900s, he  set up a pharmacy on 
I Dauphine Street on the comer of Flood and 
m Dauphine. It was his enamce into his 
[a] career as a pharmacist.And then the 
IOI Corps of Engineen announced the 

[lo] possibility of a canal being put through. 
FII I didn't come prepared to 
ria  speak. I came pnpved to support the 
[i31 Bywater Association, of which I am a 
1t41 member of the board ofdirecfon.And my 
I I ~  interest of course has always been with 
riq Holy Cmss but I just didn't parridpate 
[ ~ n  in that group because I've been out of 
[far town for a while. 
1101 I decided to speak 
rn because this is deja vu again. My 
PI] grandfather was one of the ones that said 
IZ~I no to the Corps, but the Corps put the 
im canal there anyway. He was displaced, his 
wi businers, from Dauphine Street to St 
N Claude Avenue.And in the course of SO or 
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[$I thc last 25 years, I heard and was told 
n and then saw of a gradual disiutegrdti~n 
m of neighborhoods that had been a very 
w viable part of New Orleans, creadng a 
n pocket which many people here have 
a described already. I, too, mde the 
m streetcar over the MustAal Caml bridge 
PI when then was one going toTulane 
n University.1 have r e d  afterbei 

[ lq  away from the aty  for about 15 years. 
1111 h e  been here in the lan 6ve.M I 
[ i o  have seen sad, sad disintegration brought 
1111 about hy actions of the Corps of Engineers 
fi to* historic area with much rieh 

--- 
- - 

[ iq  heritage.And so I had=* tap 
[ i s  you gentlemen and h e  that gou 
[ I ~ I  represent. 
risl In 1923, them was 
[in] mitigation to the people then, too, and 
rn part of the mitigation was a huge party 
rc ]  thrown on a barge going through the canal. 
[pl And my mother was at the head of that 
m barge as a young woman and she lived to 
P ~ I  tell many years the story of the 
N excitement of that m e .  But was that 
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[II mitigation to compensate for the 
m disintegraton of a neighborhood which has 
m @dually deteriorated7 The lady who hw 
vli the business on St. Claude, it's going to 
151 go.The people who have mentioned all the 
a other things that might happen to the 
rn neighborhood and d e s a i i d  to you the 
PI poverty in this neighborhood your. 
a organization created thatyou made a 

1101 handicapped neighborhood.You bmught 
[ill this neighborhood a handicap. Do you 
[la really want to be part of a group now that 
1131 not only continues the handicap hut makes 
[ I ~ I  it a quadriplegic? Do you W y  want to 

sq do that? 
[ ~ q  And I a& YOU, sir, isn't 
1171 this a done M anyway? If it isn't, why 
ltal were the politiciaos. the political people 
I I ~ I  and the major mpritimc interests allowed 
PI tospeakhcfonthcpcopkhadtimtodo 
p i  their say? They have had to lave.They 
prl have businesses and careers and 
PI professions and jobs and work to NII to 
M tomorrow.They had to leave.And so I 
rw a&youagain,arep~g~iOgtomakethis 
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111 a quadriplegic area? If you are, why not 
n just take the whole community and tell us 
a now.Thank you. 
[rl COLONEL CONNEA: 
n Thadyou. 
I MR. PICHARRY: 
m Eddie Iatte @honetic)? 
181 (No response.) 
a Gilbert, Gilbrecht Coker? 

[to] W o  respom.) 
I Ma& Goozales? 
114 OV0 mpor~.) 
1331 Bfsg Stow 
[irl (No response.) 
-- 

aq That'S;iIIthem. - - - - 
~ i q  Does anybody else have anything to say or 
1171 want to - 
A81 COLONEL CONNER: 
[I* Give us yaw full name, 
pol Ph=.  
C1 MS. STANLEY: 
[pl I'm Evelyn Stanley. I 
m ]  live at 723 CaffinAvenue. I've been a 
PI resident in this neighborhood for 70 years 
rq in the same house. I would just like to 
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[I] offer this man this real estate card so 
n that when he comes to move to New Orleans, 

we can kind him a house down here so he 
(41 can enjoy with us all the problems that 
m we're going to go through. 
Isl COLONEL CONNER: 
m Thank you, ma'am. Do we 
(81 have other folks in the audience who would 
a like to address the group? 

I*q MR.CHAIIDLER. 
rrrr My name's Chris Chandler 
ria and I'd like to congntulate the Colonel 
ria and anyone else in the mom that was 
1141 involved in the production of the video. 
ria I think that it was one of the &st 
ria pieces of propaganda that this army or any 
ria other army has e m  produced And I'd 
rial also like to say that ifrhc U.S.Army 
[isl Corps of Engineers is about protecring big 
rrol business, then you are doing a great job. 
pi] But I personally feel that the United 
m States ofAmerica is about a much higher 
m ideal about pmtecting the lives of 
M everyday people.And so,thmfore, I'd 
M like to recommend that if this video is 

111 used In the United States Congress to 

n pitch this project, that I would like to 
rn recommend that whoever was invoked in the 
w productton of it go on triat for lying to 
m Congress.l%anks. 
Ia COLONEL CONNER: 
m Thank yonyes, ma'am. 
I MS. CRUZ: 
lol My name's Kathleen Crut 

rim and I live on the end ofJourdanAvenue at 
1111 the river and I'm here because I'm afdd. 
rtq I came to this neighborhood only like a 
1131 year and a half ago, and the minute I 
1441 moved hue, I already met ueiehbors 5ve 
[iq blocks awny.And most neighborhoods and 
rra cities, you barely know the person beside 
1171 you except to nodAnd I've never felt a 
rra sense of community anywhere except for way 
as] out in the country that we have here.And 
1201 I think it's really imponant to have like 
p~r neighbors and friends, and that's what 
lpl makesyousafeinadtyistoknowthc 
m people mund you 
wl And I've had several of 
M the people who are the neighbors that I 
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@a] how.And it's a beadsid thing and it 
nn h e l ~ s  kcev the neiabborhood safe and it 
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111 know say that if anything goes down here, 
n like if the bridges am moved or anything, 
rn that they will move out.And I h o w  for 
A sure that 90 percent of the people that I 
1% know that rent, anyone who can afford to, 
a will leave and live somewhere else and 
m that will leave most of the wmmunity . 
w empry because there's a lot of rental 
PI units here.And if people move out, then 
riq the few of us who can't go anywhere else 
1111 will be stuck here with 90 percent 
[121 abandoned houses, and we all know what 
[la happens when that's Wre. It's like the 
1141 crime will skyrocket and I'll be afraid to 
1161 go home or to leave my home. 
1161 And also, about the 
ria bridge, and a lot of people have taked 
[is about putting in higher bridges and 
1161 everything, and I also h o w  that most of 
[201 the people I know are very poor and they 
p~r have bicycles or they wnlL and there's no 
m way to walk or bicydc across the 
WI mid-range bridges and there's no proposal 
WI for people with bikes to go, like if they 
pg took out the bridge. to be able to get 
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(11 amss  the cloal.And you can't just, you 
m know, take the bus and then walk if you're 
rn used to your - people that go all the way 
[q Uptown on their bicycles like twice a day. 
R I mean, it sounds uazy to those of us 
a with cars, but a lot of people survive by 
m their bicycle.And there's, you know, no 
a way for them to be able to get acmss the 
a bridge. 

1101 ~ n d  also I wanted m, I 
1111 was going to say again about the levee 
[in being gtass and just how like there's a 
[rg sense of puce  here and it's, you kmw. 
rr41 again, a very special thing for a city to 
[ig have peace.And people bdng their kids, 
[la they dxive their kids fmm other parts of 
1171 the city to come to our small section of 
[IS] the levee that has the grass so they can 
[WI fish.They show them the boats.And all 
m different kinds of people come. It's not 
prr just one group. It's not just the people 
m who live right then. People drive their 
rn kids over to play like in fmnt of my 
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makes me want to live here.And I just 
n b o d t  a house this year atla liping in 
pl this neighborhood only for less than a 
141 year. I purchased a home here because I 
a loved it so much.Thank you. 
161 COLONEL CONNER: 
m We didn't get your last 
a name. Could we get that, please? 
R CNZ? 

pa Otherspeaker9 
1111 MS. RICE: 
1121 Good evening. My name is 
ao Julknna Chrisriani Rice and I live in the 
1141 Holy Cross Neighborhood Association. And 
119 one of my main concerns is, when the 
1161 bridge is out, I can remember when the 
[rn Claibome bridge was down a couple of 
rtel years ago. I was walLing in differeat 
118 areas in the morning just oping to get to 
rn work.We don't have big execudves in 
1211 this community like other areas.We have 
pi poor people trging to raise their 
m families. I could have made a deal with 
WI mybosssothatIcangoinlaterandwork 
m later.Tbere's a lot of people down here 

111 who an't do that.And I know 
rn subsequently lots of people probbly will 
pl lose t h w  jobs,thcir M e  S4.7hn- 
141 hour job. What is go@ to happen with 
161 t h ~  people? 
w My Other concum ih I 
m have a few pieces of property in this 
n area.When the consmrnbn goes and my 
M tenants decide to go, who is going to 

va reimburse me when I - loss of income? I 
11r would like to kaow tha& became I don't 
1121 want a handout fromanybody. I'm a 
1131 fomkncr and I come here and I work bard. - 
1141 1 don't want you to do anything for me. 
1151 Just give me the oppormnity.And all I'm 
1161 sayin& this is a wodwfnl neighborhood 
1171 since I live - I  lived in NewYork and I 
11s moved down here 13.14 years ago. I lmed 
ael on the same street. I have four or tive 
m pieces of property on the same street. I 
1211 want you to take your project and shove is 
iza somewhere el.c.We don't want it here. I 
rm don't want to inhale the toxic d t h a t  
WI is going to be coming down with those 
1251 tankers. My husband does wok. is 
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ri merchant seaman, he does work on a ship. 
m I don't want them in my neighborhood. 
PI ~ n d  that's all I have to 
n say. But I'm just thinking about the poor 
n people who will have to go because there 
n were mornings when I wds walking from home 
m acrossthebridgemget,trgingtogetto 
a work, and not a lot of people would be 
I able to say, weU, I can tcll my boss, 

114 well I'm come in at 9:00 and I'U wock 
11t1 until 6:00 in the aftemoon.A lot of 
rja people can't do that-They don't have 
1131 that opfion. It's either you get here on 
1141 time or go. So that's all I have to say. 
a51 Thank you. 
1161 COLONEL CONNER: 
1171 Thank you. 
114 Anyone else care to speak 
11 tonight?Yes, ma'lm) 
P4 MS. GRAF: 
1211 I think we've taIked a 
m lot about what could happen and most of 
rn it,allof4hasbCaIllegativeexcept 
PI forthe d t i m e  interests. I just wanted 
M tosaythatthiswasaneighbolhoodthat 

Pagem 
111 hadaqualityofllfemit.bhyofthe 
n people, the last young lady that spoke of 
pl thequllityofliteonthe~Iwas 
11) blessed w grow up with that in spite of 
n the Indmdal Canal bridge. My mother 
n had s o w n  up with more of that beclusc she 
m could get on the streetcar at Dauphine and 
a moodandgoallthewayupmc3oal 
rn Stnet and the Cenrd Business Distria 

[rq on Dauphine Saret because there was no 
1111 canal. 
[la I think the only thing 

fhlt the Corps really needs to think about 
114 is, if you do have to go through with such 

T i  Tpm ZmU ltdoevhavcto bchthis - - 
~tq  fourdimin commuaity or four historic 
1171 neighborhood area, an you really retun 
114 the quality of life that existed hem? 
ltw Can you really return that? I don't thid 
iq youcan,puttinginthatkindofa 
1211 project.And I think that's important to 
1p1 every one of these people that am arc 
m here still yet tonight and that have been 
w here this evening. Ws quality of life 
N we're talking about. On one side of the 
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[I] ledger, and it's maritime, monetary 
m interests on the other side of the ledger. 
m And I'll leave you with a 
161 question again. Which would you be proud 
[q to go saying that you had achievedpThank 
a you. 
m COLONEL CONNER. 
m Thank you, Mrs. Gnt 
PI Senator? 

[Iol SENATOR JOHNSON: 
F ~ I  Colonel, let me - I  know 
11s we're about to dose down. I just want to 

1131 try and close down tonight by saying 
1141 something.You've heard an awful lot from 
1151 Holy Cross and Bywater, but I cerrainly 
1161 want the record to reflect that it is not 
1171 just those two neighborhoods that arc 
1181 adamantly opposed to this projeaThe 
1181 neighborhoods over on the other side of 
 MI St. Claude, on the o tha  side of Claiborne 
PI] Avenue, you franLly didn't hear an awful 
m lot from those neighborhoods on tonight. 
1231 But those Of us, and 
1241 there arc a couple or three people who 
M came up and said something about elected 

[I] officials speaking fint and it's a done 
rn deal.You know, I want the r e d  w 
a clearly reflect where all of us arc as 
[a] elected officials that I know of, 
m including the Mayor of the City of New 
[q Orleans. I'm not auempring to speak for 
m the Mayor but I have spoken to hioLThere 
m is no question about where we sand on 
R this issue.And I want to make it 

pededy clear, perfectly dear, because 
r111 I don't want the record w reflcn 
[lzl anything that is not the case. Every 
[I31 elected official I know who represents the 
1v1 people in this disuict, every elected 
114 official I Lnow that represents the people 

in this district, is opposed to this 
1471 project, is adamantly opposed to it.The 
rial people who live on the other side of St 
usl Claude, the people who live on the other 
w side of Claiborne Avenue, I live on the 
st] other side of ClaiborncAvenue. I live at 
m 2223 Deslonde Sneet.Those people are 
PI adamantly opposed w this project.And I 
w1 just want the record to clearly reflect 
pq that because you heard an awful lot from 
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WI here this evening or if you yourselves 
PSI have additional thoughts, you still have 
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PI Bywater, you heard an awful lot from Holy 
n Cross, and you didn't hear an awful Lot or 
m that much from the other communities. 
R UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: 
m I just wanted to say one 
rsl thing that Representative Copeland, he 
m really opposed i t  Now, he's our 
tsl representative for the other side of St. 
PI Claude all the way to Florida. I spoke 

1101 with him the other day.And he and the 
1111 other group of people does not want this 
r1z1 m e n  to go through. 
1131 COLONEL MNNER: 
tie Yes, ma'am.ThanL you. 
1151 Senator? 
1161 SENATOR DEAN: 
[ I~I  I wish you had let us 
[tq speak last. I would like the record w 
[rsl show I'm still h w .  I've had an earful. 
WI I've learned a 1ot.Thank you 
P I  COLONEL MNNER: 
m Thank you, sir. Other 
[pl comments?Yes, sir. 
Dl UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: 
8q  I would like to say one 
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r11 more thing. Have you thought about what 
rzi this pmjeff is going to do to your 
m reputation as the Corps of Engineers if 
WI it's a very unpopular project which you 
m try to push through in spite of the will 
[q of the people here? Have you thought a h  
m of the project cost, how increased it 
a might be ifH),000 people don't want it? 
n What a snuggle that will be, as project 

[lei cost. 
[Ill COLONEL CONNER: 
IIZI I want to thank you all 
[I* for coming tonight and especially for 
rq those of you that mck it out till the 
[iq bitter end here. My hat's off to you for 
1181 that. I truly appreciate your comments. 
(171 I Learned a lot this evening and I 
~4 guamntee that I will take each and every 
[IW one of your comments to h e m  as I review 
~4 this pmject.And I remind you that the 
PII public review period is not over, and if 
IZZI you have additional people that you know 
PI that didn't have the oppomdty to be 
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(11 until the 24th of February to get that 
n information to me. So I encowage you to 
pl exercise that avenue. 
141 Being no hmher commcms 
[q from the floor, I call this meeting 
n adjourned. 
m 
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SECTION l b  

RESPONSES TO ISSUES RAISED 





Responses to pertinent comments made at the IHNC Lack public meeting held at Holy Cross 
School on January 27,1997. 

Senator Johnson 

Page 22, Lines 5 - 22. Impacts of the project are not commensurate with the suggested 
amount of mitigation. 

Senator Dean 

Page 32, Lines 4 - 14. A low-rise bridge was chosen as the replacement bridge at St. Claude 
Avenue as a result of meetings with adjacent residents who were concerned with visual impacts 
and externalities associated with elevated roadways through residential neighborhoods. In 
addition, displacement of residents and businesses was a major concern that is avoided by 
retaining a low-rise bridge at S t  Claude Avenue. 

Representative Copelm 

Comments noted. 

Representative Warner 

Page 51, Line 13 - Page 53, Line 2. While we agree that a new vehicular bridge, mid-rise or 
high-rise, is needed at Florida Avenue for better traffic flow and improved hurricane evacuation 
over the Industrial Canal, we do not have the authority under the lock replacement project to 
include any work at that location. The State of Louisiana has been planning for a new bridge at 
that location for a number of years. It is assumed that a new bridge there is in the without project 
condition. 

Representative Odinet 

Page 53, Line 16 - Page 54, Line 7. While it is agreed that a new vehicular bridge, mid-rise 
or high-rise, is needed at Florida Ave. for better traffic flow and improved hurricane evacuation 
over the Industrial Canal, the Corps does not have the authority under the lock replacement 
project to include any work at that location. The State of Louisiana has been planning for a new 
bridge at that location for a number of years. It is assumed that a new bridge there is in the 
without project condition. 

Mr. Johnson (representing Representative Naomi Farve) 

Comments noted. 

Representative Morrell 

Comments noted. 



Councilwoman Hazeur-Distance 

Comments noted. 

Mr. Brown 

Comments have been considered in the reformulated community impact mitigation plan. 

Ms. Blaise 

Comments noted. 

Mr. Weils 

Comments noted. 

Ms. Penny Thompson 

Page 76, Lines 16-23. The difference in impacts between a shallow-draft lock and a deep- 
draft lock are minor, relative to the overall impacts of either plan. Construction time, right-of- 
ways required, noise generated, sizes of bridges, emissions from construction equipment, 
leveelfloodwall realignments, and effects on cultural resources and recreational opportunities 
would be the same. There would be some additional dredging required for the deep-draft plan, 
but this construction item would not cause additional impacts to the nearby communities. The 
major difference between the shallow and deep-draft lock plans, that would be noticeable by 
local residents, would be the periodic presence of large ships moving through the lock and canal 
with the deep-draft lock in place. The ships would likely carry similar types of products as the 
barges currently using the lock An additional impact would be the vehicular delays caused by 
bridge openings for each ship that transits the canal. 

Page 76, Lines 24 thru Page 77, Line 15. The plans for bridge improvements at Florida 
Avenue are somewhat complicated. The U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) has declared the existing 
Florida Avenue Bridge a hazard to navigation. The USCG has issued an Order to Alter to the 
Port of New Orleans for replacement of the bridge. The replacement bridge will provide greater 
horizontal clearance than the existing bridge, but will provide for the same level of rail and 
vehicular traffic - two rail lines and two traffic lanes. The bridge would improve vehicular traffic 
by providing a more reliable crossing. The USCG is handling the bridge replacement under their 
categorical exclusion authority, therefore no Environmental AssessmentlFinding of No 
Significant Impact or Environmental Impact Statement has been prepared. 

The Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LDOTD) and the City of 
New Orleans have been planning for a new bridge across the IHNC at Florida Avenue for many 
years. A preliminary draft environmental assessment was prepared by the LDOTD in 1994, but 
was not released to the public. Since then, modifications to the design of the planned bridge 
have been proposed. As of now, we understand that some state funds are available for 
construction of a new bridge, but not enough for completion of the project. In the draft version 
of our report, the tentatively selected plan relied upon a new Florida Avenue bridge to pass 
detoured traffic across the IHNC during periods when the St. Claude Avenue and Claibome 
Avenue crossings were out of service. The recommended plan in the final report includes a 
temporary bridge at St. Claude Avenue. In addition, a more detailed investigation of the 
replacement bridge at Claibome has reduced the outage for vehicular traffic to a few weeks. 



These bridges eliminate the reliance on a new bridge at Florida Avenue to handle detoured 
traftk. 

Page 77, Line 16 thru Page 78, Line 8. An intensive effort was made over a number of years 
to identify all potential historic properties to be impacted by this project. A small library of 
reports was produced by professional cultural resource firms including historical research, 
architectural studies, visual and aesthetic studies, and archeological investigations. These reports 
were coordinated with the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). A 
representative of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and the SHPO visited the area 
and discussed the project with the Corps of Engineers and neighborhood groups. A 
memorandum of agreement will be executed at the appropriate time. Social impacts of 
construction of the new lock on the neighborhoods were addressed in social impact studies. 

Both the IHNC Lock and the St. Claude Bridge are eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places. Mitigation for their destruction will be recordation to the standards of the 
Historic American Engineering Record. This is a standard mitigation method that is used 
frequently throughout the United States. 

Page 78, L i e  9 - 22. Estimations of volatile organic compound emissions from construction 
equipment have been added to the EIS and Environmental Appendix. The emissions have been 
determined to be below the threshold which would require a determination of conformity with 
the State Implementation Plan. 

Page 79, L i e  12. The wall that was envisioned in the draft report is necessary to protect 
residents from riverine flooding, given the constraints of not relocating any residents. While the 
final design will not be decided until the detailed engineering and design phase, the Corps plan 
has changed to include a "fold-down" floodwall that wouldn't obscure the view during most of 
the year. It would have to be raised when the gauge at Carrollton reaches 15 feet. This is 
estimated to occur about 23 days each year on average. Such a design would maintain the flood 
protection required for the Mississippi River. 

Page 79, Lines 12-19. Revisions to the plan as a result of comments received during the 
review period include a temporary bridge at St. Claude Avenue. As a result, we do not expect a 
loss in efficiency. In other words, traffic will continue to flow over the canal during construction 
of the project. Response times will not be significantly impacted. 

Page 79, Line 19 thru Page 80, Line 8. The Corps is planning to recommend that monies for 
mitigation be appropriated up front and that mitigation be accomplished from the very beginning 
of the project. Preconstruction mitigation is a very real possibility. The reality is that actual 
implementation of mitigation will be governed by appropriations from Congress. During the 
NWG process we attempted to develop a conceptual framework for the plan. We will continue 
to develop the plan. The details with community participation will be developed once funding is 
approved for the construction of the project. 

Page 80, Lines 23 - 25. The location for the proposed lock at the IHNC site was selected 
because it is the best from both an economic and environmental standpoint, not because of 
political clout. 

Brother Walsh 

Page 84, Lines 8-13. As a result of these comments and similar comments from some of the 
businesses, the plans have been revised to provide for a temporary bridge at St. Claude Avenue 
which will provide uninterrupted traff~c across the canal for Holy Cross students. Innovative 



construction methods that result in shorter vehicular outages at Claiborne Avenue will 
significantly minimize the disruptions there. 

Page 85, Line 3 t h  Page 86, L i e  7. The floodwall is required to provide the protection 
necessary to prevent the Lower Ninth Ward from river flooding. A "fold-down" floodwall has 
been incorporated into the revised plan to minimize the visual obstruction for all but one month 
out of the year, on average. The Corps will evaluate alternative methods of protection for that 
area in the engineering and design phase of the project. 

Mr. Armingeon 

Reviewers should be directed to the January 27, 1997 letter from the Lake Pontchartrain 
Basin Foundation for responses. 

Mr. Gonzales 

Comments noted. 

Mr. Gegenheimer 

See response on p 9 (Mr. Hanzo). The Corps is addressing some of the more critical areas of 
erosion along the MRGO under different authorities. The lock project is a separable element of 
the MRGO authority. 

Mr. Holmes 

Page 96, L i e s  11-16. The limits of the dredged material disposal site along the MRGO 
have been refined. No dredged material would be deposited in St. Bernard Parish. 

Page 96, Line 19 thru Page 97, Line 6. The reason a low-level bridge is being proposed at 
St. Claude is because of the concerns by the Holy Cross and Bywater neighborhoods. They 
insisted that they would only accept a low-level bridge that accommodates the current level of 
traffic. They wanted to preserve the neighborhood character and not induce more trafiic along 
the St. Claude Avenue where there are numerous school zones not far from the canal and in close 
proximity to the bridge. 

Page 97, Lines 7-22. Although it is only a very small portion of the waterborne traffic, ship 
traffic is expected to increase in the future, even with the existing lock. Additional deep draft 
traffic induced by the new lock amounts to one additional ship every three days on an average 
annual basis. 

Mr. Larsen 

Comments noted. 



Mr. Savoie 

Page 108, Lines 3-5. The area proposed for dredged material disposal is on the south bank 
of the MRGO, inside of the hurricane protection levee system. The limits of the disposal site has 
been refined and it is all within Orleans Parish. 

Page 108, Line 20 thru Page 109, Line 6. The purpose of deepening the lock to 36 feet is to 
allow access to ships expected to utilize Port facilities. However, the ovemding justification for 
replacing the existing lock is to accommodate existing and future shallow draft traffic. 

Mr. ICinsler 

Comments noted. 

Mi. Cooper 

Page 112, Lines 13-14. Notices of the public meeting were mailed out as soon as 
arrangements were confirmed for the subject public meeting. Actual receipt of the notices is 
beyond the control of this agency. 

Page 112, Line 15. The notices were mailed out on January 9 and January 10,1997. 

Page 112, Line 15-16. Approximately 850 notices were mailed out. In addition news 
releases were sent to all of the local media (radio, television and the print media). 

Page 112, Lines 16-18. Some notices were sent out with the right date listed but the wrong 
day of the week identified. A news article with the right information appeared in the local 
newspaper shortly after the error was brought to our attention. 

Page 112, Lines 20-24. All churches (approximately 100) in the zip code 701 17 were sent 
notices. However the notices may not have reached them in time for publication in their bulletins 
as some bulletins are preprinted a couple of weeks ahead of time. 

Page 112, Line 24 thru Page 113, Line 3. Notices were sent to elected officials in the area, 
representatives of organizations, members of the neighborhood working group, the navigation 
working group, and numerous organizations including environmental organizations, libraries, 
and universities. 

Page 113, Lines 8-10. The public meeting was scheduled at a time when key personnel were 
available, and a facility large enough to accommodate the expected crowd was available. The 
review period was extended until February 24 initially and later until March 3, 1997. 

Page 113, Lines 10-14. The meeting held on the 22nd of January was originally scheduled 
for the "Huddle" at Holy Cross School. It was changed at the last minute by Holy Cross School 
because of a conflict with one of their fund-raising activities. The school did have someone 
helping diiect people to the new meeting location in another building. 

Page 113, Lines 17-19. The Times Picayune was sent copies of the news releases in 
conjunction with the meeting. The Corps does not control the timing of publication of news 
items in the Times Picayune. 



Page 113, Lines 19-20. News releases were furnished to the local newspapers, television 
and radio stations. 

Page 113, Lines 21-23. Transplanting of trees is addressed in Table 1 @age EIS-lo), Section 
5.3.20.1 (page EIS-83), Section 5.3.20.4.1. (page EIS-84), and section 5.3.20.4.2. (page EIS-85) 
of the draft report. The trees are addressed in the same sections, but not necessarily on the same 
pages in the final EIS. 

Page 113, Lines 21 thru Page 114, Line 4. The mitigation plan recognizes that the trees 
along the existing lock are considered to be visually part of the community greenlopen space. 
The report recognizes that the Bywater Neighborhood Association made the recommendation 
that the trees be saved if at all possible. The only way of doing that would be to attempt to 
transplant them. According to local arborists, they indicate that they can save some of the trees. 

Page 114, Lines 4-5. There are two reasons why the trees are dying. First, there was a 
mptured water line under two of the trees that caused them to die and second many of the trees 
are infested with Formosan termites. Upon site investigation by one of the district's landscape 
architects and the New Orleans Park and Parkways personnel in 1996, it was noticed. They 
recommended that the infested trees be treated by a licensed pest control company with a 
pesticide. 

Page 114, Lines 6-10. The Corps conducted an inventory and assessment of the trees in 
August 1995. It included mapping the location, documenting the circumference, diameter, and 
condition at that time. The trees were fertilized and pruned in 1996. 

Page 114, Lines 11-15. Yes, our landscape architect did contact the Disney horticultural 
department in 1994. At that time they indicated that they have saved large trees with mixed 
success. Trees over 24" in diameter have not been moved with full success. The trees over 24" 
have suffered and not fully recovered. They suggested calling a local tree company in the New 
Orleans area. The New Orleans District then contacted a local tree company (Bayou Tree 
Service, Inc.). 

Page 114, Lines 15-17. A formal report was not prepared. Telephone inquiries with 
appropriate local tree experts were made. 

Page 114, Lines 18-24. The Coast Guard m n t l y  employs 300 persons. Most of their 
employees patronize the on-site cafeteria and other government-sponsored services. Because of 
this, the impact of their relocation would be minimal to nearby merchants. In addition, the Coast 
Guard is looking at other sites along the canal, and may relocate close to their current location. 

Page 114, Line 24 - Page 115, Line 3. The SPCA was not specifically notified of the public 
meeting. The project should not significantly impact the SPCA. 

Page 115, Lines 4-1 1. It is possible that the apprenticeship programs will benefit from the 
lock project in that the demand for trained personnel will increase. Monies have been included 
in the mitigation plan for training, and Mr. Gaudet's facility is one of several facilities that could 
benefit from the program. 

Page 115, Lines 11-15. The Bywater station of the US Post Ofice delivered many of the 
notices for the public meeting. 

Page 115, Lines 15-17. This project is not expected to adversely impact their operations. 
Likewise, mail service should not be adversely impacted. 



Page 115, Lines 18-21. Mr. Williams was sent a notice of availability of the report and a 
copy of the report was furnished to his office in response to a request from his office. 

Page 115, Line 21 tluu Page 116, Line 2. No, Mr. Williams has not been asked to provide 
professional advice concerning property values. 

Page 116, Line 8-20. The final report does not include that statement. 

Page 116, Line 23 thru Page 117, Line 2. Mass transit is beyond the scope of the authority 
of the Corps and the project. The provision of rail on the bridge would allow the RTA to 
eventually accomplish their long range plan of providing a streetcar line down to the Parish line. 
The Corps is providing a capability for this to happen at some point in time in the future. 

Mr. Watson 

Page 122, Lines 8-14. Concern for business and residential disruptions due to bridge 
closures prompted more detailed investigation into bridge replacement options. A temporary 
bridge has been added for St. Claude Avenue that will prevent the outage described in the draft 
report. Inclusion of innovative construction methods at the Claiborne Avenue bridge has 
lowered costs and minimized vehicular outages to a few weeks. 

Mr. King 

We have recognized the perception of local residents that real estate values have been 
negatively impacted and have considered that in formulating the final mitigation plan. 

Mr. Doueette 

Page 124, Lines 20 tluu Page 125, Line 3. The implementation of the training programs 
have not yet been determined, but contact has been made with community colleges, vo-tech 
schools, and other training programs. The actual program would be established after the project 
is approved and funded. Criteria for selection would also be determined at that time. People 
who already have the required skills would not require additional training. Control of the jobs 
will lie with the Corps as the agency responsible for constructing the project. 

Ms. Grille 

Comments noted. 

Mr. Bmch 

The MNC site was determined to be (etc. The location for the proposed lock at the IHNC 
site was selected because it is the best from both an economic and environmental standpoint, not 
because of political clout. 



Mr. Koeferl 

Page 13 1, Line 20 t h  Page 132, Line 13. The video did not have any specific names of 
people from the community identifed in it. There was a slide in the presentation following the 
video with people from the community listed as paaicipants in the neighborhood working group. 
The listing of names on a slide in no way was intended to mean an endorsement of the project but 
was intended to illustrate that local citizens did participate in the formulation of the mitigation 
plan. 

Page 135, Lines 18-23. Many social costs are very difficult to quantify in any widely 
accepted format. However, the mitigation plan acknowledges their existence and attempts to 
redress the damages. 

Ms. Dashiell 

Page 137, Line 22 thru Page 138, Line 3. Concerning the Florida Avenue Vehicular Bridge 
being proposed by the State andlor City, the bridge is not an essential element required for 
construction of the lock project. The draft report included the Florida Avenue bridge as part of 
the detour route because money had been appropriated for its construction by the Louisiana 
Legislature and active planning and design has taken place. 

Construction of the redacement railroad bridge at Florida Avenue is scheduled to begin in 
the summer of 1996. 

Page 138, Lines 18-24. Compensation to RTA was included in the draft plan. Due to 
revisions in the bridge replacement scheme, vehicular outages have been largely eliminated. For 
this reason, the current mitigation plan no longer includes remuneration to RTA. The cost for 
debris removal included in the mitigation was the additional cost to remove material by barge in 
lieu of trucking which would be cheaper. 

Page 139, Lines 1-10. The flood protection system of which the levee is a part will require 
modification in order to provide the required protection. Because of the congestion in the area 
and our desire to protect the lives and property of the residents, it will be necessary to include 
flood walls as part of the protection system. A fold-down floodwall has been incorporated into 
the project for areas along the Industrial Canal that currently have only levees. 

Other comments noted. 

Mr. Hanzo 

Page 143, Lines 2-6. The C o p  is addressing some of the more critical areas of erosion 
along the MRGO under different authorities. The lock project is a separable element of the 
MRGO authority. 

Mr. Svenson 

Comments noted. 



Mr. Henry Ponstein 

Page 151, Lines 10 thru Page 152, Line 10. There is not enough area available to construct a 
new lock adjacent to the existing lock without relocating a significant number of residents. A 
tunnel under the canal is conceptually sound but the reality is that to construct a tunnel there 
would be a tremendous number of people impacted by the large excavation that would be 
required. If it were possible to put a lock adjacent to the existing lock, the Claiborne Avenue 
bridge would still need to be realigned with the new lock. 

The existing lock is a deep draft lock and was constructed with an historical view of 
eventually having a connecting channel to the Gulf. Historical studies since the early settlement 
of New Orleans bear this out. This is well documented in the historical records. 

Ms. Georgianna Gray 

Comments noted. 

Ms. Marietta Williams 

Page 155, Line 9 -Page 156, Line 21. 

Page 157, Line 24 thru Page 158, Line 11. The Mississippi River and tributaries project 
which includes the channel and flood control levees provide adequate protection for the New 
Orleans area. It is accurate to compare our situation to being like a sitting at the bottom of a cup. 
Most of New Orleans would flood without the levees that protect the area from both riverine 
flooding and tidal flooding during hurricanes. 

Page 158, Lines 12-25. The dollar amount identified for mitigation has already been 
approved by Congress in the WRDA 1996. The distribution of dollars is not based on this much 
for Orleans and that much for St. Bernard but is for the area impacted whether it be in Orleans or 
St. Bernard. 

Ms. Morris 

Page 166, Lines 6-14. The plans for bridge replacement have been revised to minimize 
outages for vehicular traftic. In addition, a business assistance program will be funded to offer 
advice and assistance in overcoming disruptive conditions due to project construction. 

Mr. Reimer 

Page 168, Lines 4-23. We agree that traffic would also be impacted on streets adjacent to St. 
Claude Avenue. However, the revised plan includes a temporary bridge at St. Claude Avenue 
that should lessen the impact on traffic. The only time there could be a slight impact is when the 
bridge is restricted to two lanes of traffic when the new bridge is being connected to the existing 
approaches. That should only be for a couple of months. 

Ms. Sumner 

Comments noted. 



Mr. Brink 

Page 172, Lines 8-21. Obviously, businesses would have been impacted by closure of the 
S t  Claude bridge. However, with the revised plan that includes a temporary bridge at St. Claude, 
there should be no significant impact as traffic will continue to move during the construction of 
the project. This change has been made as a result of comments voiced at the public meeting. 

Mr. Lewis 

We have recognized the perception of local residents that real estate values have been 
negatively impacted and have considered that in formulating the final mitigation plan. 

Ms. Mwendo 

Page 180, Line 7 - Page 181, Line 4. Tolls on waterways would have to be specifically 
authorized by Congress. At present, there are no tolls on Federal waterways. At present there are 
user fees for the inland waterway system. These fees are in the form of a fuel tax for vessels. 
Those fees go into the Inland Waterway Trust Fund and that is overseen by the Inland Waterways 
Users Board. The Users Board makes recommendations on how those monies are to be spent. 
The funds are used to construct new facilities or replace existing facilities on the inland waterway 
system of the nation. 

Mr. Bean 

Page 182, Line 21 thru Page 183, Line 24. There is no relocation of residents required for 
implementing this project. 

Mr. Spencer 

Comments noted. 

Ms. Graf 

Comments noted. It should be pointed out that the Industrial Canal and lock were not 
constructed by the Corps of Engineers. 

Ms. Stanley 

Comments noted. 

Mr. Chandler 

Comments noted. 



Ms. Cruz 

Page 199, Line 16 - Page 200, Line 9. The plan has been revised to include a temporary 
bridge at St. Claude Avenue. Both the temporary and permanent new bridges at St. Claude will 
include provisions for pedestrian and bicycle access across the bridge. 

Ms. Rice 

Page 201, Lines 14-20. The plan has been revised to include a temporary bridge at St. 
Claude Avenue. Both the temporary and permanent new bridges at St. Claude will include 
provisions for pedestrian and bicycle access across the bridge. 

Ms. Graf 

Comments noted. 

Senator Johnson 

Comments noted. 

Senator Dean 

Comments noted. 





SECTION 2 

INDIVIDUAL LETTERS AND BRIEF RESPONSES 





LETTERS OF COMMENT RECEIVED ON THE IHNC LOCK REPORT 

Officials 

[state] 
1 Secretary Frank Denton, LADOTD (on behalf of Governor Foster) 
2 Dean, SEN Lynn (statement handed in at public meeting) 
3 Odinet, REP Kenneth L., Sr. 

[Locall 
4 Di Fatta, Joseph S., Jr. (St. Bernard Parish Councilman, District C) 
5 Hazeur-Distance, Ellen (New Orleans City Councilperson, District E) 
6 Ponstein, Charles (St. Bernard Parish President) 

[Federal] 
7 EPA Region 6 
8 US Coast Guard 
9 US Department of Agriculture 
10 US Dent of Commerce (National Oceanic and AtmoS~heric Achninistration) 
11 US ~ e b t  of Interior ' 

- 
12 US Department of Tranpsortation (Federal Highway Administration) 

[SLaZsl 
Governor's Task Force on Maritime Industrv 

1 4  Louisiana Department of Environmental puaiity 
15 Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

[Locall 
16 New Orleans International Airuort 
17 New Orleans Public Schools 

Qraanizations 

18 American Waterway Operators 
19 Chamber of Comerce (New Orleans and the River Region) 
20 Christmas in October (A Preservation Resource Center Program) 
21 Consulting Engineers Council of Louisiana 
22 Greater New Orleans Barge Fleeting Association, Inc. 
23 Gulf Intracoastal Canal Association 
24 Holy Cross Board 
25 ~oly Cross Community Development Corporation 
25a Holy Cross Neighborhood Association 
26b Holy Cross Neighborhood Association 
27 Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation 
28 New Orleans Board of Trade 
29 New Orleans Steamship Association 
30 Preservation Resource Center of New Orleans 
31 St. Bernard Wetlands Foundation 
32 Tulane Environmental Law Clinic (representing the Holy Cross Neighborhood 

Association, LA Environmental Action network, and the Sierra Club - New 
Orleans Group) 

33 World Trade Center 

B- 
34 Canal Barge Company, Inc. 
35 Capitol Marine Supply Inc. 
36 Chaffe, McCall, Phillips, Tolar, & Sarpy 
37 Colle Towing Co., Inc. 



Businesses (continued1 
38 Gulf South Marine Transportation, Inc. . 

H. C. Freight Systems 
Higman Barge Lines 
Hollywood Marine, Inc. 
Holnam, Inc. 
Holy Cross School 
IMC Consulting Engineers 
Jones, Walker, Poitevent, Carrere & Denegre 
Lafarge Corporation 
Magnolia Marine Transport 
Mark's Muffler Shop 
Maryland Marine, Inc. 
McDonough Marine Service 
Milling, Benson, Woodward, Hillyer, Pierson & Miller 
National Marine 
Navios Ship Agencies, Inc. 
Waldemar S. Nelson and Company 
Sizeler Architects 
Stolt Transportation Services, Inc. 
Tidewater, Inc. 
Vulcan/ICA 

Individuals 

59 Allen, Gary R. 
60 Blaise, Elizabeth 
61 Bruch, CAPT Dean (Statement handed in at the public meeting) 
62 Budd, Edward P. 
63 Cady, Francis F., Jr 
64 Christiansen, CAPT Ejnar 
65 Cooper, Marc (Statement handed in at the public meeting) 
66 Currrmings, Eugene 
67 Dashiell, Pam 
68 Duracher, Louis and Sally 
69 Ernst, Laurentine 
70 Hanzo, Albert 
71 Heine, Edwin A. 
72 Hobson, Neal 
73 Hogan, Mary Clare 
74 Koeferl, John 
75 Kraus, Kathleen 
76 Leonard, David 
77 Michon, Linda 
78 Munster, Cynthia 
79 Muse, Kathy 
80 Ohlsen, M. Thomas and Patricia 
81 Ohlsen, Troy and Denise 
82 Ponstein, Henry P. 
83 Quintini, David 
84 Quintini, Mr. & Mrs. Frank 
85 Rubin, Billy and Denise 
86 Story, Mary 
87 Williams, Marietta 
88 Wilson, Shelby 
89 Leblanc ( ? )  & family 



roarnod .n(TW. 'P .'W souan00 tad 

. -. . 
e.mTeTno? 6u~psxSdn ul  T ~ S T A  a; P- oTaar aees/ar~eu-ri k ~ a l s o d  
s .nt euoyarna%lTpolu ofip~rq 6s re emS~nrae w o ~  a3srp daup 
'w-asorz . aansaslroa oa Tasodozi .-a=r~w zo s&oE) a w  ..p-p 
U O J ~ ~ ~ T A P P  eman3 pm ausrrna rn- oa Xlsssoasu nou s~ azrs 
easnbaps 30 qmr rsu v 'esnoq ayzaata ZE~I-OTLIOA xsad Swmp pasop 
-7 u e y a w 6 ~  6s marqpzd aqa pnno&oa reqrm3 m a  sqa 6u~ssora 
s.djl~xq osaqa aqa pus o z ~ s  ~a8nb.p.u; s,amaaruas oqa 03 onp 
pwnayradu uwq ~ 8 q  dsm a m a ~  T@TS ' ~ ~ 3 m 3  Trsrnon 6uyas~xu 
W+l .I- 02 T- 003 ST ZT '&T.YOTSTPW 'D2TGD. 30 TDA-T 
aU- SaT BnU'FOm 03 UOTaEaTTT9nFr DCPII SO PaOU UT dT PUE 
n 6 r  .orrfs uo;aorsdo UT raq saq unwluas  WOT 6urq8~xo 

~ ~ r o  8- p006 ziy a r i  usas&- Goqs6~nsm m o  30 eau&&un aiqa 
Unma a e w  an 'oq- ~8qoTS q q  ur raaduma oa onqauoa oa rapro 
UI ' n u a ~ s ~ o l  30 suazmra .pa oa oaunaxOdYI pm a~3aueq asax5 
30 N. ru=a& (loTaa6wvu a w  03 s 3 ~ o n o ~ r  as99 - T P ~  ON 



ARhY CORPS OF ENGINEERS ON INDUSTRIAL CANAL 

LOCKCHANGES - PEOPLES' RIGHTS - NINTH WARD 

ALL GREATER NEW o m s  - STBERNARD PAWE e MIERICI. 

Moat of w do not m n t  &angel yet the only m y  to imprwe our sofiely is by 

meaningful change. 
M4sf a l l  
Many c i tkna  of StBernard do not wmt 8 cand (a cut, if you will) in S t  Bernard 

parbh. 

We remember the Mtrisdppi Mver Gulf Outlet (3lBW)- tbat nrrty erodiq E.1 

tbat daily p r o w  it wa a m h l u  

St Bernard citizens wcn  promired isduahywi&b good paying j ob  for our &mu 

and our child- Today over thirty yean later net one Mnhy ir a the MRGO - not 

one job came from the MRGO- but we had to build an expsnatw lev- to pnvlde w 

protection from bnrrjcane M i n g .  The M R W  atill harms oar parish where the icvee WM 

n e w  built a t  Reggio, Plmbsnlnt, Ysclo$key and Eoped.lr Som&a,achwl bwea cannot 

pick up children dne to Rood watan caused by the MRCO. The taspayur of our prhL 

have paid over FOUR M a L I O N D O L m  and ati l l  owe nearly SEVEN MILLION 

DOLLARS to the hdml government, ifit b not forgiven. 

So St.Be?nard d m  not want anothei cat ~elther d m  ~LBenurd  want eleven yearn 

of delay nuaed by mmtmclbn on l h m  bridged at StClaude, c(.ibone A w n w  and 

Florida Avenue, with the t3nd rault that we w 3  rtill have to ltop for mi& bridga when 

sh ip  and equipment goa tbmogh. 

Yet if we m n t  pmgrcsr - and thejok and a better living which mma with it - some 

changw muat be made. 

W r y  remrda Uut in 1825 the Eri. Carnal in New YorkSate was the Rrat canal 

PI- nfsr to Sen8tm ~ean's cmmU~t8 atthe public k g .  





way ofY&r p r k a  for our power, muuf.*rrad pod. and food. and yes, the Ion of our 

valuable Umespent in railing! 

We need a adutioll ikl elimimatu .I (Lrcoctr Up*iblc  a d  it is poaribk! For 

(1) kl w mbc the SLCim.dc b h W dtk Chiborne bridge a d  

l i i s e  raise the m Rorida Avurc Lrllp Lo tk oflbe Chibone bridge 

(2) Tbm weld dl 1Lree b- Ant  u l k y  mr rp. to bolher auLomolivc 

ln~~nerly~r 4 e *  4 .  u L ~ I A G  C ~ h - 1  
G . 4  +s//rc s 4 + r  C 6  s p t r  &*a*& - S .  

(3) Daign a new ad witb h w  n p .  b d g o  im place before we alart 
a&& 

digging 1Le anal  so tba mfPc witlNEVER be kY up, 8c4 one minnu, dnriag cwrrp*io. J 
and tberurter. 

(4) &fore U. aul b dug bulld tk *cL ptm w doipd r Lo a r r y  mo-way 

t d i  on e i tk r  l~ckgate, m ha t  Kmegab b op. Uc tn l l lc an go over the other 

gate, and wkm it ia in turn opem, Uc Inn* a n  go nnr Uc o t k  gate (Tbia m c l u  

never will both pca opa at the ume time rLLL Ldp highway In*) 

Wbu all ia done them a d  mly  (La wiU n d i i  tk anal or the cut. if yon wi l l  

Ofcourrc yon must bave m lnra whkL will preve81 a ruiog river or a bnrriane 

from harming uc poplr T h e  In- mud be br enough apart &at bbrk8li.g pluo b8d 

ockr bu inasa waling doq water (nuport a 8  h t e  on a c h  side m we ur have the 

good paying j o b  lor our &ken  rW.rt barn lo Uc n v i r m m e n L  To mitigate ik andety 

a d  improve tbe bab of tk area we cud mw Ibb ua a h  Lo bb.il d e  nice park¶ and 

such for she benet oftbe people 

Parid the money will b m  beem ael uidc m d rc . ( l ad  lu up the MEGO lomwr, 

Proposal No. I - Raise Ihc SL CLulc  Ave. bridge u, lhe heiglu aflhe Claiburne Ave 
bridge snrl l~kcwise & ihs new Florida Avc. bridge lo lhc sanlc heighl as lhe Clclbume 
Ave. bridge. 

Rcsponrr - 'l'hi3 would k a bench1 10 SI. Urnbud Psrisl~, bul obiring tless hridgcs 
would muse signifiwnl disruption. andlor widenl id roluwliunr lo lhe rurruwldisp atcur 
i n  tile lower Nmlh Ward, which has beem s goal of lhir project la "void. 

PFuporal No. 2 - l'lten w l d  all 1i1r.e bridges slnu so lhcy nsvcr ogut e boll>~.r 
urlomelivc luf l ic  ever again. 

. . - 
lhal wa,uld uc~nltnur 10 uw tile exislrnp c M l l  and Iwr. can pur  tuder thew uriJge, 
wollto~l upenin8 them Thal is lotally false. Under cxtrl i~ly conditions, will) 99% oilhe 
uamc k i n g  hnrre lows. Ihe u i r l ion  Ciaibome Ave. bi lJw lhe lu W ~ I  on llkc uvcnlue of 
five limes :day. As the navigatiun &me volruuc in~xea&v uvcr ilnie. the number of 
opcnings wuuld incrcasc toan avenge of 6 limes a day by llr ye*r 1020. 

Prunoral No. 3 - A1 lhr sitrnr lime. vc build acanal lhsl 1;tller shins e;al odrs llxn,ach 
kip a new canal u i l h  high-rise, never-leupen bnoder .n plavl k l u ru  we sI..n ulggtog 
Oe canrl so llta1"aulornaim" uoflic will NEVER be held up, nut oue ininute, dc.ri~tg 

Response - Even thut~glt his pmpooal is nu1 sile spri l ic, lltis pcolnruui c.!n ile ic.~sa~~vilhly 
assumed lu be ihc Violet Plan. which hP k n  e l m i d  Imm lLnller considwalion 
bccaux of the significant impacts ha1 plan would have on tltc nauval evironmce. l l l c  
previous Violcl P h  did have a high fix bridge. 

Proposal N r  4 - BeIum L e  canal is Jug build the lock gacr su derlgtwd iu lo crrry 
two-way mmc on either lock we, so h i  ifune mlc is omo lhc Uuliic can no over II~C - - - 
other ask. and when il is i n  lum o m .  Ihc Lnrffic can l o  over lhc olher cntu 1 l his utnutr - . . " " ,~ ~- ~ 

never will b l h  gales opcu 11 lhc wme lime wlnrrt hclpr highway 1mRai.) U incn all IS 

done then ad only will wr dig Lr canal or ihc cul, i f  )uu will. 

Rupomrr - 11 is ururnrd lhnl this pmposvl would be"ia l~rll" o l  I ' r ~ ~ p o u l  3 ;~h,rr. 
because Iha proposal w d d  include a high rtse brike lhal w ~ u l d  h- O U ~ I  f i w  141urc II~F 
lock g a n  u c  consuucled, w h ~ h  w v i d  hen cl.rnilule ilr ~ u v l  s pmbiJr. (ir \r.lsaeul.x 
tIaffic.cmu lhc lock~alcr. I f B i s  pmpasal Were selc?AeQ 11 would reauirc 1hl: 
-truction o f  lock .gm.rcs widc eno&-fm two way vclnculnr tmriic (u~praxinu~ely 15 
fec~ wide) Lack gala are narmally wide enough for ~ l y  prdorlrirn ualfic (abut 4-5 



3i.nimg at ib moutb in  Breton Somd. Thn we mmn elowatTawd dam up prmanently 

both sidn of old Bayou LaLoutre so it wi l l  now Like H did SO y a n  ago. Tben we must clow 

aR a d  dsm up pmtaneutly both side of b y e m  Yaclmky sail wi l l  llow a¶ It did before 

MRGO. When we dam the cast side of Bayou Y v l a l y  we mult  r a t o m  al l  the power l i n 4  

telcphamc l i n u  watcrlima and p s  lea, a d  rr.lom theold mad whicb o n e  ran l o  hk 

Borgne. We must -1 oKMRCO n n r  the new c 8 ~ l  you may bu i ld  

W e n  finished we rill have thm or four bmfi u m w  and r e  wi l l  mo longer 

bave a salt r s l e r  tide flowing in  and oat and erodlqnway our bd. 

h d i a  and gemtkmen, I would support web mutructbm only 8.U Nc l i unc iqg  b 

arnnged ra thmt it n al l  completed to diminate the dngtn to our d m  to stop the w n t e  

of their time and stop tbe economic w u t e  to am? economy of  a ad that frmmta al l  of Us 

-some on a daily b u b  

I also wi l l  r i p n n t y  oppore 8 mew i.d.uri.1 a n d  lack t h l  will d a t m y  tbe C a k a  

Street dock. Weshould sell t b i  dock l o  the higbat bidder so we wi l l  bave envlmnmentsUy 

safe hasinema lo operate from so w e a n  f u n b b  pad j o b  ta our economy. 

/ Wfb/.J A ,  $/46 

feel wide). Lrrgc g a s  ltke those proposed would require ntuch more povcrhll 
m c h i i  IO opn and clorc the pa-. i f  il covld be deigned al dl. Also, additional road 
work would be required lo re-mute the lrallic D both of the pslw. 

?mpor*l No. 5 - Ofcourse you must habe two lmes  which will prcvcnt a ririug t i v a  
w a humesne hon~ harming the pmplc. T h e  k v a s  m o l  be far emugh =par( lhal 
fabricalin~ &nts ntd 0 t h  businwss d i n g  d a m  walu tranrwrt 06 l&c on n c h  - .  
side lo we can have l l ~ c  good paying jobs fa ow eilirau withn;~ ham lo the 
cnvimnmcnl. To mitigate rhe mxiuy Ud implove the MI o f l k  =a ut ruuto nre Bir 
ura also to build some nice parks and SWII for the bcnsfil o f  the pople 

Ruponre - Thto uotlld also incrcar the sirrollhe foolpim o l l l r  project. Mneh 
gmlnimpscls lo Ihe ~ l u t a l  envirownenl would be cmnd by Illis pmporol, ntaking i t  

Pm~osal No. 6 - Am1 nuast imporIan1 in vlbcn l l~al cut - m n l  i s  tm8Jr. ilil i s  uniaalc i t !  

St. &ntard Pudrlb. llu m y  would ham ban x t u l d e  lo close omsml dam up lhc 
MRGO fowvar. rlnning st i l s  mouth in Brclon Sound. 

Rnponsc - Previous studies have been dqne on this proporal. lls msells l~ove slsown 
that the most rconamicsl pls. is lo continue keeping the MRGO onen and mainlain4 
LM lo reloulc all o f  the Pon's rrilities, thin arc supponed hy the MROO, to the MISS. 
River. 

The rest o f  lhe proposal Juls with issues no1 relared lo the lock rcplnccment project. 



STATE OF LOUISIANA 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

KENNETII I.. ODINET. SR 
mslnii:, 101 

February 26. 1997 

Colonel Wiiiiam Connor 
Army Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, LA 70160 

RE: Industrial Canal Lock Wplacement 

Dear Colonel Connor: 

I have reviewed the Army Corps of Engineers' proposal to replace the lndurtrlal 
Canal locks and would l~ke at this time to express my endorsement of the project. 

I lee1 the overall project would be an asset to all concern~i. siowaver, residents of 
St. Bernard Parish have expressed.a leditimate concern regerding traffic flow during 
construction. Because'~t:~laude~~vetiue bnd~lsibdrne~Avenue are the main 
arteries in and out of St. Bernard Parish the safety and traffic concerns of St. 
Bernard Parish residents should be seriously addressed. 

Constituents and I both agree that the temporary bridges recently addad to your 
nroiect at those locations will relieve the eituation somewhat; however, all would 
iiketa see the lock oroiect incoroorate the hioh level Florida Bridae as a Dermanent . . - - 
solution to the age-old problem. All would like to see thls project address the 
Flortda Exoresswav from Interstate to LA 47 as an intermodal and evacuation route 
for lower Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes. 

We trust that the foregoing will meet with your approval to be entered in the 
minutes of record. Should any additional information be required. please advise. 

Sincereiv. 

d%d;~& 
Kenneth L. Odinet. Sr. 

KLOlmh . . 
CC: Walter Boasso. St. Bernard Chamber. Transnorlation Coriiim. ' 

Please = f a  lo Reprrscntaivc Odinct's comments a the public meeting. 

Charles  ons stein, Chairman, ~ s ~ i o n i l  ~ l a i i n ~  Commission 
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Colonel William L. Comer 
Januay 27, 1997 

Additionally, S t  B a d  P&sh enjoys considerable buaioas ! d o  with the Ciw of 
New Orleans and when vchiculnr traffic is nstricted by the omshudia~, we anticipate that 
a loss in rei8.d sala will nsult. The vast majority of public s m i c a  pmided in S t  Bernard 
Parish an fully or @ally funded through sales taxes:thaefac we would like the Caos 
of ~n~incers-to r;ldress &ese shortfalls should they be nalized. I how of no wayL 
quantiw this exposwe through the mitigation progam ptior to cmkuct im so I would 
request that a contingency fund be established should these lossa in faa mu. 

As Padsh President, I wppat thc Lock Replacement Project aa I f a 1  it is desperately 
needed and long overdue. This lock helps facilitate intcmatiooll commree and s e m s  the. 
Umted States fmm Tooo tlroughout the New England stata. I am happy to sea that the new 
plan calls f a  no displacrmmt of residences and pmvidea for impmvmenta within UIC 
impaced uea chrodthe proposed mitigation prog&. St B e  Parish is a cmummity 
of hard working ciIizuu who crpat to be allowed to commute to and from the greater New 
Orleans area& minimal delays. This cxpc&tim is not umeasonable as most other towns, 
counties or parishes who an adjacent to a large city re& and enjoy similar 
accommodations. 

I stand ready to mxk with the Corpa ofFh&mq ib= %ate of Louisiana and the C i  
ofNew Orleanr to hcb fditatc the Loek Replacemeat Rojcct Please consider my remarks 
and do bat to nhmia the advasc hnpaots on st B&XI F'arish and the city of New 
Orleans. 

If you have my questions, I oan be reached at (504) 278-4227. 

Py 2, p a  1: As a result dannmcnts ncdvcd during the blic mviw puiod s 
tcopavy bnd~e * st. claud~ ~vcnme  ha^ b ~ m  i m ~ ~ d e d  in thc E. ~ v a i w  con,vueuon 
tc&iusr that wiu muire shutdm oftbc Claihnrne A-, & kOnly acwplc of - . . -. --- - . ..- . - . - 
will aljo be used. The&chsion of ihm mesuns should mini& thc lo5s of miail sale, wd 

- . .. -- - 
impacts b businsss. 

CHARLES PONSTEIN, 
PARISH PRESIDENT 



UNOlED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
R M r n  6 

t446 ROSS AVENUE. SUITE 1200 
D U S .  TX 7m.2733 

R.K. Sohroedmr, Jr. 
Chief, Planning Division 
Denartment of the Arm., --- -- 
New orleans ~ i i t r i 0 7  
corps of Enqineers 
P.O. Box 601367 
NEW Orleans, Loubiana 70160-0267 

Dear ma-. Schroeder: 
In accordance with our responsibilities under seation 309 of 

the Clmn Air Act ,  the National Environmental mlicy ~ o t  (NEPA), 
and the Counoil on gnvirocmental Quality Rqulations for 
Implementing NEPA, the V.8. Bnviromental Protection Agency (BPA) 
Region 6 office in Dallas, Texas ha. ampletad its review of your 
agency's Draft Evaluation Report/ Environmental Impact Statement 
(oars) for the nississippi River ~ u l f  outlet, NOW ~ o c k  and 
Conneoting channels Study for the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal 
in New orleane, lauiaiana. 

The North of Claiboen* Av8nu. plan is the tentatively 
eelected plan (TSP of navig6tional improvammt. l'h8 plan 
includes constnrct 1 on of a preoant, floated-in, concrete lack 
110-feet wide by l.200-feet long with a dspth of 36-feqti 
reDlaoemmt of the St. Claud8 Avenue bridge with a new, l a  
level, double basoule bridge; replaoment of the lift span; and 
raising the towers on the claiborne Avenue Bridge; and 
implementation of selected projaat mitigation features. 

We do not oppose implamntation of the TSP. We find the 
DlUs and the impact aSS*8Lrm(U1t to be thorough, camprahenmive, and 
to fully comply with tho rwirement. ot m~ and the cEa 
Regulations. RI. broad-based .wioeaonomio mitigation package 
presented as part of the lan is conmendable. This plan calls 
for speoifio actions to &imlre and aompsnsat. lor adv8r.e 
impauta to the looal aomanity that are erpeoted form project 
construction, uinly in the amaa of vehicular traffio, noise, 
and fire protection, community cohesion, aesthetics and 
pedestrian access. EPA asks Mat the miti ation measures 
described in the DE1S be inplanentad and given equal 
consideration in the interest of environmental resource 
protection, safety, and navigation. 







Elr. R. R. Schroeder. Jr. 
Chief. Planning ~ i v i s i o n  
Environmental inalysis  Branch 
New Orleans District, corps of Engineers 
POSt Offior BOX 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267 

Dear M r .  Schroeder: 

r n 7 ~ 0 - t ~ ~  ~tr rc t  -- 
7 m  

January 6, 1997 

Re: Evaluation Report/EIS for  Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, 
N e w  Iaak and Connecting Channel 

In rrponse t o  your l e t t e r  dated Dacamber 6, 1996, requesting 
our comments on the above, this project w i l l  not iwao t  any 
work of the Natural Resources Consemation Service. 

00: B r i t t  mul ,  water nesmrces Planning Staff leader, NRCS. 
Alexandria, L& 



Wwl Dounlo and Amuph&s *hninl.entlon 

Southeast Regiond OfBcc 
ml Ex~utivcCaaor Drive N. 
SL Petemburg, Florida 33702 

January IS, 1997 

Mr. R H. SdYoeder, Jr.. Chid 
Planning Division, New Ollenns District 
Department ofthe Army, Cngs of Engineers 
Post m c e  Box 60267 
New Orleans, Lnuisbn 70160 

Dear Mr. Scbrccdrr: 

Thc National Ma& Fishcries Service har received thc Drift Evaluation Rspnt rmd Fnvimmd 
Imoaot Slatanat Ex the MissisJiwi Rim-Gulf Chdk New Lnok and Ccmeaim Chmels. 7he 
documents, m m i t t c d  by your i& o f ~ a e m b c r  6,-19%, address the coasmrtion of 
a onv lock and channel improvements for the lnna Harbor NIvigation Chamel in ibc vicinity of 
New Orleaus, +ouisianh 

Based on ourrcview, we find that& documentsadcqtlatcly address ponntlal altcmatives, impacts 
to living muim murces and thdr habitnth d mitigaIion of unavoidabk advcrsc impacls to 
wetland resaurcur Accordingly. we have no wmmm*, or mmmcndations to o*. 

l l m k  you for mi review opportunity. 

Comments n o w  



United States Department of the Interior 
OFPIC@ OF= SECRETARY 

O f U r r o f E n i m n m n u l P d k y ~ C a n P ~  
mtome 8 ~ 6 ~ 1  

Nbuvergu* NnrM&iima7IoS 

January 27, 1997 

Diurie( Enginem 
U.S. Anny Onpa of Bnginras DSdU W R S )  
A m  Richad Boa 
P.O. Box m6l 
New Orleans, Louisiana 7016047.67 

The U.S. Deavtment of the Interior bas =viewed the Draft Ed& 
lbpd$."vi&mentai Impact Statcmmt for the Miuisllppl Riw-Gulf OuUn. N.w Lock and 
r.hmchng Channels, Louis~ana. In this regard, the following m m e n l a  arc provide6 for 

Ihe dccummb are g@ndy well-written ~d 0 0 n l h  deqwIC ducriptiona of the p q ! € d  
altemtiva and their imuacla. Iba U.S. Fish and Wildlii Servi i  m S )  bas muvide6 an 
Oe(obcr 1996 d d  ~ih;ad Wildlife Coordination Act (PWCA) Re& ia the'pmpmed 
projsct. Thdr recomrnmdations contained in the PWCA Report have also been adcquaIsly 
add& in the subject doeumentk We suggut, however, lhat the final document be 
revised m include t lk  foUowing specific inf&mation. 

- Iba 3- m biological impacts should include a dpsuip(ion of the 
impacts to and wildlife -nu resulting from construction and o m t i o n  of the 
giving site. 

. 

pas8 ms-24. - ll~~ seu&a under 'Oluls 3a through 3f, Elwd Protection Systems,' 
should note Uul conun~~tion of Ihe site will nmdn a realignment of the hurricane - .  
protstion levee mund that sib% 

- This pPrrgnph is omfusing in Uul it sbllcs "No [additional] 
stm [to minimize adverse imprcLs1 are planned W n  the eonfined dismal sik....". The 

s h l d  clnrihr to which &fin& d i d  sik it den R.e.. mash -&lion site or Ihe 
MROO site). ~ i t h c  MROO site, rhe F k  rcmm~ncndrd &I kc C o p  niiniinimitc @I 
i m m  to eaidng wetlands wilhin that w n W  dispaoPl fadlily (CDF); a accomplish that 

Commmt 1. 'Ibc section has been wised to include a dwcdpti011 of imp- resuhiog fmm 
the w~~~truction and opcrstion of the graving site. 

Canment 2. Tha section has b a n  wised. 





U S  DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTAT1ON 
FODORALIUCHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

P.0, Box 3529 
BATON RouCe LOUISIANA rnm1.39~9 

January 23,1997 

IN REPLY RWeR 10 
haR Evaluation ReporV 
Environmental Immct 
statement for the k i s s i s i ~ d  
Rive  Oulf Outlet, New Lock 
and C o d r a  Channels 

Mr. R. H. Schmeder. Jr. 
Chid. PI& Division 
C o p  of~ngi- 
P. 0. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiama 70160-0267 

Dear Mr. Schmeda: 

Yaur D c c u n k  6.1996, lettb cequcmd comments on the DraR Evaluation R e p d  EIS by 
Jsnuary27,1997. 

. We only m i w d  Volume I titled haft Evaluation Report - MainReport and Environmental 
Impact StatemcM. 

It is evident that t h  has been a mod dealof & andeffort out into the dnrcloonmt of the 
project. The- that cmcm (hip ofice the most am the fu&g and handling of M c  during 
the replacsment and modification of tho S t  Clade Avenue md Nonh Claibomc Avaue B d d w  
a.3 of the NW LO& ~ n s t ~ c t i o n .  

Thc cloaun of either bridge wiU have a s i g d i ~ ~ n t  impact on the M c  flow in an a m  that is 
a lnad~  e x ~ c i n ~  comeslion. Th dosument ICU~S on themowacd Flmidda Avenue 

es a me& oi&ing tho impact of the LO& prbj&l on M c  circulation duiq 
wtubuction. Allbough the State TlME program includes this pjca, it is our understanding 
(hat then onsentlv are m t  enounb funds in the nonrsm for imalemenIinn the exuresawav. E m  
if hods &me a h a b l e  forth;~lorida~v& E;prsssway,ke d e v e l ~ p r n a t ~ f  thc&ed is 
wr~ccted to take s u h n t i a l  time due to the needed coordination, mtential w n t m v a s ~  end 
niated impacts. If the Lock project d ies  on Lk Florida ~wnuo&prr~snay  aa a me& of 
addresing M c  impaets, tho status of its development and implementation ncsds to be closcly 
d i t c d  with the Louisiana Depdmeal of Transpodallon and Developmat (LADOTD). 

Comments noted. 

Funding for the proposed mitigaIlon fwthe MIC impacts needs to k wmidmd as part of the 
prowed pmjcot That would include the handlii ofdcmund M c  ad maintenance of wads 



for redirefled traffic, permancnl detour mads and, if necuwy, mnponuy bridge crossings of 
the nav ipa t iond .  The documentrrfns to o h  sourocs of Iimdinr forwrlions of lhis work. It . 
should d; noted that the availability of S t a ~  md Fdd h d i  is based&m pioritiu lhat arc 
dctnmined by the State DOTD and the New Orleans Regional P l d n g  commission. We 
encoursnc continued coordinnlion with these aaencies as well as the Citv ofNov O r l m  to 
identifyavailability of sppmpaiste Punding for&ntial p m  of the de&mutc~. 

If then are my qucsfions regarding ourcommmls, plcase mnlacl MI. Willim Pmof  this office 
at (504-389-0465) or Mr. Robed Mahoney (504-3894568). 

Sincerely yours, 
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State of Louisiana . 
De~artment of Envlronrnental Quality 

R.H. schromder, Jr. 
Chief, Planning Division 
Environwntal Analysis Branch 
Oepartunt of the Armq 
~e.v orleanm District, corps of mgiruus 
n w  orlmans, m 70160-0267 
Dear Mr. Schroedsr: 

mis is in re onse to the notiw and request for oonmts on 
the draft eveluat9Pon report/Knviron.antal Impact Stateunt of 
N0vo.b.r 1996, for thm Mississippi Rivsr - Gulf outlet New Lo& and 
Connsctinq channels projeot. 

Thm project activity is to take placa in the parishes of 
Orleans aw3 St. Bernard, whioh are designated by 0.8. EPA as oaons 
attainmaat pariehes aperating under a full maintenance plan. Thm 
Project is subject to the conformitv reaulations in W C  33rIII. 
hitar 14, -Subchapters A a conformity) and B 
(transportation conformity); and federal conformity regulations at 
40 C+R Pa* El. SUWsrts I and W. Thn Come is res-iblr, ear ~ - ~ - ~~. --- - -  -- --- --------- - -- 
asseesins amlicabiiitv of thm rmaulations to the ~rod& for 
general -coriiormity, did if necadsary. to perform- a -  general 
conformity deteriination and provide anfoicaable mitigation 
commitments prior to beginning any activity on the project. 
Activitv reeultitul in on-mad mobile .mi.sions must be coardinatad ~~- --- - - ~  - - - -  ...-.--.... --- - ~~ ~ -.... ~ -..--- ~~ 

with thi deeianatid metrowlitan mlannina oraanization. which is 
the New orleak ~ylional ilanning -commission.- 

Dm's collpsnta which follow are based on th. published draft 
evaluatim report, Volume 11 the Corps' submittals to DEQ-AQD of 
estimated annual volatile organic colgound (VOC) emissione from 
equipmnt to ka used during construction of the project; and 
comersationa with the New Orleans Corps of Engineers mnvironmental 
staff. 

COnNnNTa: 
1. Subaittd annual Voc emissions for equipant to be used during 
construction are estimated by the Corps to be below the 100 ton er 
year thrashold that would require a full conformity determinatfon 
uw3er the general conformity regulation. Before it can be 
determined that VOC emissions are belor the threshold, estimation 
of all direct and indirect emissions m a t  be determined. 

WflCE OF AIR ( IUUIY P.O. BOX 82135 EATON wxlQE. LOYISIAN* 1dO84-2135 

*N EOUU OPmmVNlN EMROIER ?hm. 



2. It is ths d.partunt*s understanding that mobile emissions 
from the highway improv.unt portion of the project are included in 
statelcity transportation plans in compliance with transportation 
cOnf0rmity procedures and criteria of L&C 3?1111. Chapter 14, 
Subchapter B and federal regulations at 40 CFR Part 51, Subpart T- 
Any mobile VOC emissions resulting directly or indirestly from the 
project [including such emissions during wnetruction] which a+. 
not subject to transportation confornity are subject to goner41 
'wnformity requiremats and nuat be aonsidera in the general 
wnformity. amlicability asassslant and any subsequent conformity 

3. Should mitigatio" action ba detarmined mcessary,. the air 
quality mitigation action euggeated in the draft evaluation report 
at 5.3.16.4.2, will not mitigate criteria air pollutant QLQW which 
is the only pollutanf currently regulated under conformity. The 
mitigation action described in the report would w n t m l  particulate 
matter (Pn) only. Also, air ality monitoring perfomad at the 
construction sit. would not % itself qualify as a mitigation 
m c t i a n .  thouah it miaht be noasible to design mitigation a d o n  in - - -- - .. , -- - - - - - - - - < 

conjunction with the use o~? monitors. 

The Dm is available for' consultatiqn to assist you With 
implementation of the general conformity and transportation 
wnformity ragulations. Pl$aso contact Pat salvaggio at (504) 765- 
0915 tor assistapw. 

Sincerely, 

Gustave Von sodunsen; P.E. 
Assistant Secretary 

Commcllls 1 and 2. The esimucs on volatik orgmic compound ( V W  emisrionr 
y .ous ly  submi(cedbrys been rcvisd. The mmcdestimatcr uc con.mind in Volume 6. 

ccuon 7. Thedaln indicates hat the emissions fmm conswetion equlpmenl would total about 
one-half of th threshold Inrr1(100 tondjcar). 'Ibu would rcquin a mformily dekrminuion. 
The only i n k  emissions t h l  .ppurto be applicabk to Ihispmjcct arc tbow a s s d a d  with 
p o t d a l  vchicSlrumff~~ dctourrandddap duringpmjea wnsuucaon. The missions from 
(bercmobile wnnrs will becwrdiated with th Regional Planing Commission to dctcnnine 
canfcnnily w i t h ~ ~ h e ~ o n  lmplrmcntatim Plan. 

Comment 3. The mi$"on  action^ in the rcpon was mcmt lo address h e  potential 
ina& in airborne panicu IC mancr ( ust) fmm pmjesf c o n s u u c h  The pmporcd rmtiguion 
was npt m a t  to miligate far ozoae. 

a: ~ichard Boe, corps of Wgineers 
Bennett Farrier. DBP Engineering section 
~ a h n  Behnam, EPA Region 6 
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pc: Mn. Maudelle Cade Property File (lawless High) 
Dr. Mords L. Holmes Propetty File (Martin L. King Ele.) 
Dr. Linda Fomnbeny Property File (Hardin Ele.) 
Mr. Reginald Zeno Property Fila ( h t m n g  Ele) 
MI. Earl Levingston Pmperty File (Noble Center) 
Ms. Stephanie Polk Propexty Filo (Edison ELe ) 
Mr. Ronald O d g  
Ms. Shirley Taylor (Lawless High School) 
Mrs. Doris Hicks (Matin Luther Kinp. Ele.1 
Ms. Glenda ~emi(Fiardin Ele.) - 
Ms. Thelva Bmwo ( m ! m n g  Ele.) 
Ms. Patricia ~ c ~ a r k  (Noble~erter) 
Ms. Rosemary Martin (Edison Ele.) 



The Amarkm W a f u w w  Ownlon 

1. g-C" 
m ~ L 4 m I S O  

Colonel WUUm Connar 
Dirid Engim 
New OdeansDistriot 
U.S. Army Corps of W m r s  
P.O. Box ma67 
New Orleans, LA 701606267 

Dear Col. Come 

Ra. Innar Harbor Navigation 
CmalL~aRcpl.Eoment 

The Amaim Watawlya Operaton (AWO) is thenational trade association representing Lhs 
inland and mnatal bargs and towing idustry. As such, we want to expcsl our wppmt for the 
allnned mlacanent of the Inner H a h r  Navi+ Caul Lob mon wnnnonly imov. u tho 

As the ewnomie analysis i&ed involume 7 ofthe U.S. Army Corps 0fEngimas !&& 
Evaluation B&Pnd d d y  show& the lock is a pan d a  very important waterwfw for barge a d  
tow&nmmndes. ~ouhhb 10.000 town us. &lock&&. w mnethnone  tom-oer h w .  ".  . .. . 
I~Iuo:~ tw btbpr d-tueatha, year-round route for tows moviq ee.d and ~n bawrrn i a w  
Orleans md heastom Wofthc GuVIntrawutd Watwww. The cewomicarrll-bdng of muy 
wmpaniss reslr on the svarlsb'ilitv .nd mEabiity of the lock EMsrivs ddaya the 

iock d o s k a  threaten th;Iiihwd of come mp&u and tho *-shift ofves~elr onto 
other ~ l e r w y s  un disrupt the rate stludvro ofthow rslhnny, 

B m n d  the imoortence of the lodf to the towinn iomutlv. it swu as an imDoRM link in the 
i n k  .mte&~tranrpatation system ofports,-shipkkd indwhiu. Thi lock ia uwd by barpc. 
sanyln# c a m  hnn way Wsnd watavsy in Ammca's hartInd. Tho 

vay dearly documents the role ofthe lock in mnuedin# the mJw riva r y l ta~  and 
faci!icilit.tinnthc movement ofaaicultural chemical and aotroleum aroducu. It should be noted that 
the time Gnsitive nature ofm& oft& ugar, sud; u ohanick and pacroIcurn pmduds, m c ~  

that an untimely lock dolure could &y impad fwilny opemiom. Additionsly, tlmlock 
allows for the sat% and wnholled movsmentoflar~e volumes of potentially h w d o u s  md 
environmentally sensitive liquid cargo. The opio~ofmovlng t k  productby mil or nud would be 
*u than d s h b k  from a civil defense, smrgenq rqoose or highway p h i 4  sandpoint. 



In detemGNng the future of the Industrial Canal Lock. we would urgcthcCorps to also look at the 
impact that a new lock could have on future growth over a multi-state area ofthe southern United 
States. Theeconomic analysisin the evaluation repon focuses on the potential s o d h  in traffic 
based on the current indusfhal and commercial base ofthe region ~oivever ,  it does not look at the 
businesses and facilities which may move to the region ifthe lock is replaced. The availabiltty of 
inexpensive and reliable transportation is a deten&ninz factor in the decision to locate or expand a 
business. Converselv. uncenainrv over the availabilih;ofthat transnortation has a neeative &act . . - 
on future development. The state of the current lock - aging unreliable and prone to b r d d o m  - 
-most ccrtaidy has a chilling effect on economic development along thc castcrn GulfCoart. hlore 
than three decades of debate over rep1acir.g the lock has sent an extremely negative signal to 
prospective industries. Prolonging the debate only huns the prospens f& regional economic 
development. 

If, on the other hand, the lock is replaced with a more efficient, reliable structure, it win become 
one of the sellina points for the entire remon. Com~anies makina site selection decisions will be 
able to factor iniheir ability to transportfuel for their energy ne&, raw materials and finished 
products inexpensively. Potentially. this project could drive K O ~ O ~ ~ C  development well into the 

The engineers involved in plamdng this lock replacement haveanempted to be r~ responsive to the 
needs ofthe local mmmui ty  as they have been to the needs ofthelock users. it  is time to move 
fonvard and replace the lnd~rtrial Canal Lock. Thank you for allowing us to comment on this 
project. I am enclosing a stamped self-addressed envelope and would appreciate a response to . . . . . 
indicate that these comments were received. 

Sincerely, 
\ 

-: Ken Wells 

Vice President - Southern Region 
' 



Colonel William L Conmr 
Arm: CELMN-PM-M 
New Orleans Districf Corps of Bnginnfs 
P.O. Box 6M67 
New Gdtans, LA 70160-0267 

Lkar Colonel Conner. 

This l e m  is in MpOnSC lo the q u e s t  fa n v h  by inkresled pMia ofthe 
draRevaluaimwwI dEnvimnmontal Lmpa Sl8lmmt for Misisiwi RivaW 

On J u m u y  14. 1 9 9 7 , ~ C h m b s r B w r d o f  Directors voted unanimously lo 
. adom the Amy C o p  of EqtinsM feasibility s ~ d y  r k  tho Tenla~Ively SelcsDd 
Plm ofthe Inner Harba Navigaliolul Canal Lock Rcplrnaent Fmject. We b l u v e  
Ihc lock nplaamcnt is a critical 1ntemd.l  pmjm lha~ will enhanm ceonomic 
complltivcaas o f n u n g i o n  

Ihe Chamber ledemhip is of theopinion thal the Inner Harba Navigational 
Canal Lock p m j a  is a wise usa of xAfm i nhbucNm capital. Ultimately It will 
improve the abillly lo w m p t e  ir a mgion in a global economy and nu^^^^ a sscuro 
mtenvav for national defcnac. Ibe MNC look is a vital rink h an intennodal SYSICOI 
m*im~thsmuiti~~.dtnv~ngindustrier.nd~y.thcurm~mc~ 
w~vices nationwide. If the lrmr Harbor Navigational Canal Lock is not replaced, il 
will undmkm eftom lo noduce IWI mgionrl inkmalion in maswrtation 
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ACEC Febluary 26,1991 

CONSULTING US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
ENGINEERS P.O Box 60267 
COUNCIL OF 

New Orleans. Louisiana70160-0267 
. . .-. 

LOU(S(ANII Attention Colonel William Comer. P E. 
District Engineer 

PO Box 1149 

Baton R o u g U  70821.1148 

A Resolution Adopted By Tha 
Consulting Engineen Council Or Louisiana 
In Support Of The Pmposrd Lock At The 

Inner Harbor Navigation Canal In 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

Colonel Comer, we understand that theUS Army Corps of Engineers (COE) is 
solioiting public input on the proposed Inner Hamor Navigation Canal Look Replace- 
ment project. The Consulting Engineers Council of Louisiana (CECIL) rewgniz8s that 
this is an important and brnefictal projecl Therefore, the New Orleans Chapter adopted 
the following resolution in favor ofthe project. 

WHEREAS, the US Army Corps of Engineers is planning to construct a nsw 
lack at the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal in New Orleans. Louisiana, 

WEEREAS, a new lockis badly needed because the present lock is obsolete and 
too small, 

WHEREAS, the construction of a new lock will benefit the users ofthe lock; 

WHEREAS, the construction of a new lock will provide great e e a n d c  benetits 
to the Port of New Orleans, thegreater New Orleans region, and southeast Louisiana; 

WEEREAS, the US Army Corps of Engineers has taken steps to ensure that the 
residents and busiiesses in the area of construction wiU not be adversely affected; 

WEEREAS, the members of the New Orleans Chapter of the Consulting Engi- 
neers Council ofLouisiana have taken all of the above into consideration: 

NOW, TAEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the New Orleans Chapter of 
the Consulting Engineers Council of Louisiana at their regularly scheduled meeting of 
February 25, 1997, in Metairie, Louts~ana, unanimously agreed to support the conwluc- 
tion of a new lock at the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

The foregoing is certified to be a m e  and wrrect copy. 

,- d/' C1@dLa- 
David K Lourie, P.E.. President 
Consulting Engineers Council of Louisiana 
New Orleans Chapter 

Comments noted. 



GREATER NEW ORLEANS BARGE 
~ 

FLEETING ASSOCIATION, INC. $I / ' 4  ". 
EO. Box 353 

Derlrehan, L o u l s h  70047 L' 

"Pride Tlrm~rgl!  Pm/essionnlism" 

Febnuakg 20th. 1997 

RE: INNER HARBOR NAVIGhTIW 
CMAL LOCK IIUWSTRIAL 
CANAL LOCK1 F'ROECT 

Wean CoLoneC Connm: 

On behat6 06 .the Gncaten Nw O U W  Bange Fleeting Mdoc(at(an, I n c  . 
IG.N.O.B,F.A.I, I WolrOl Libe Lo ihank you 60n &wing me t o  dpuk  
at .the puhLic hem& t h a t  wn6 held in New Ohtea116 on J n n u ~ y  27fh, 1997 
hoganding t h e  I w  H a b m  Navigation CMae Lock I1ndudtMu.l Canaf 
Lock1 PhOjeClt. 

M 1 indicnied at .th% meeting on 3mua.y L7th. om oAgadz&on is 
@ W e d  06 d i 6 4 - 4 d  I561 m r n b e n  wnmuuea, which nay have (Leeting 
o p W n a  &&ed 4n?m *he mouth 06 t h e  Hisbitidkippi Riven wkth 
Ro Baton Rouge, LO- ah w e f t  M opeXathn6 Located OII t h e  
H a v q  cucd 1- Canal- T h y  d o  ntay aun and oplrate blvlged 
06 att *ypeb. pnovide . V w ~ 5 p a + i o n  a~R~+ld, and aan Md openate 
W n g  veabLLd luhieh pnouide nahvle d a v u e b  tha4 ntay be aeqtuked. 

M a neb& 06 .the 6noquen.t Long delay4 at U e  I n d u d W  Lo&, .thebe 
cmnn& m e  dt~dtaining nr(Uion6 06  do&^ in &ddu e w y  y m .  
C o m e q u e ~ ,  60h .thi~ and muy othur n c ~ o n 6  b d i a t e d  Lo you on phion 
occa6und. i.t is .impw.tive *hn* a new lock d&nc.tme be conaMuded 
ah doon ah pohdLb&e. 

Fm the necmd, the Gneatm Nw 0.Ueuw Blvlge FLeetOlg AMoc(ation, Inc. 
is in 6avon 06 the p o j e e t  6m the aon6tmtctian 06 a new Innm Hmbm 
Navigation C d  Lock Md 4c(ated &~WvmMa ah pl(op06ed dlMUtg *ke ' 

Cowb 06 Enginem pnebontetion 06 JonuMy 27d, 1997. 



Thnnking you in advance don yaw ettention and w ~ i d v l a t i o ~  wncmning 
thiA nattm, I mhzin. 

GREATER NEW ORLEANS BAUOE FLEEllWF 
*SSOCIATIMI, INC. 
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CANAL ASSOCIATION 

*O"m.*n.* 
M-*- -- 
OPUUn- Colonel William I. Connar 

Commander & District Engineer 
~ W L -  New Orlsana District 
M,,Ye V.S. & m y  corps of Engineera 
"""YWO.UILU 

P.O. Box 60267 
b k . * n ~ r -  New Orleans, LA 70160 
Inwn r- 
DU- --_- Daar Colonel Conner: ---- - 

GICA requests you include thess written comments 
in the record on IHNC, due February 24, 1997. Our 
focus will be to address areuments sgainst - 
replacement. 

mom- 
m a -  

LWUUIllDYIlUD 
"+..mu- 

.".-.IMILm 
m7-l"" 

**-.-.I 
-T- -- 

YI- 

etnkturaa are neier intended tu ~ r w i d e  these-kina 
of joba. There will be covlstruction jobs, and there 
will be permanent port. and waterways jobs in New 
Orleans, the stat*, anU region, due to low +st 
transportation made available for coal. crude oil. 
refind products, and industrial cbmi&le. Thsss 
represent the heart of producer/aanufacturer cost 
advantages in our region of the country. Cost 
advantages mean jobs. 

2. Danmrow carw mvina 
DO... CceD- Dmlaya with 

the currant old lock m a n  these volatile cugo*s nit 
around on location sometimes 'for days awaiting 
padsaga. Delays will ha significantly reduced with a 
new lock. maanlno on sit. presancs. and neiuhborhood 
risk will be red"ced. 



3. nroiect is a waste of tarnaver's mm.v 
4 onlv tha cshio~inacollea will ~rofit, Only 
mme of ~nainacrr a r o 4  Trillion - - - = - - - -.. > - .. - -- - - - 
Federal budaet. m u  

..ects, out of a $1.7 ~ ~~ - - - -  ~~ 

st establish a favorable 
benefitlcost iatio, waning that taxpayer's dollars 
are not wasted. Barqe companies and other shipping 
cmaanien nass tha transnortation cost savina throuqh -...- .~~ - ~ ~ -  -- 
to the producer/manufacturar. or othar ship~&. ~heie 
reducmd coats benefit society as a whole through less 
expsnaiva electricity, less e.pM.ive jet fuel, 
diesel. motor aasolins and thousands of ordiwv. --...-. ~~~ ..-- ~~~- - 

evervdav nlastic based nroducts derived from thi 
chedcai industry. 

Sincerely, 

+ A 4  - 
Doug Svendaon, Jr. 

DS/tlt 
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The Board of Directors of the Holy Cross Neighborhood Association 
recornends to the general membership that they reject the proposed 
widening of the Industrial Canal. This xecmendation is based on 
the following rationale. 

1. The aoly Cross Neighborhood has negotiated in ood faith with 
the Corps of Engineers since the inception *t. 

2. We have participated in ever oomittee structure formed 
throughout the conmunity-&t phase of the project. C-ittee 
members have dutifully reported to the general membership 
keeping everyone informed. 

3 .  The Holy Cross Neighborhood Association wrote a mitigation 
proposal. This proposal was approved by the general membership 
and submitted to the Corp of Engineers. 

4 .  Very little if any of our mitigation plan was accepted by the 
Corps and included in the final mitigation plan. 

5. We feel that the length of the project (6  to 10 yrs) will 
seriously compromise our health and safety as we harie no 
assurances of 24 hour police or fire protecticn. 

6. Since the interception of the project the neighborhood has 
made great strides both in comunity planning (URO study1 
and c o m n i t v  action IHCCDC, Christmas in October, Mavor's 
Strike force, Comunity gar(len, etc.) We feel the wiiening of 
the canal and resulting limited access to the comunity would 
seriously jeopardize the progress we have made. In order to 
maintain and expand our progress we need to attract new residents 
who are willing to invest in our historic cornunity and encourage 
existing residents to maintain, renovate and/or improve their 
property. To this end we participate in the Live in a Landmark 
Program sponsored by the Preservation Resource Center. A major 
disruption in traffic patterns and city services for 6 to 10 
years would virtually strangle our community and its future. 

Submitted to the general membership March 14, 1996. 

Approved unanimously. 

Comments 1 & 2. Canmenta noted. 

. . 
Comment8 3 (1 4. The Assosiatim's popossl includes same elcmmn considered to be 

appro nate and whhin the scope of iho miti tion plan fm iba $ecL M?y of iba iams 
n c  ~ t w e m r i t ~ m a . m E y o n ~ ~ ~ o  ibamfieupp,, 
project and bcyx authodty ofiba Ccdps. Th Neighbmhd AssociaI~ons oRat3 me 
commendable and should be purwd in tandem with h lack replacemcat pmjsn. 

~omment I ~ h c  plan docs address h e  impacts diho PI?+ Pi and poke anare 
fmtiom normally provided for by l a d  goremmml Codmation with Ulc Cia/ OG 
Orleans to insure that ihehvcl oftheae amrim b not diminished by the implemmalion of tbc 
proyfl will be required. . 

Cnmomt 6. The communl ts to be wmmendcd fa its cfforta in c m u n i t y  pl-q. In 
ICI- tocommcnts d v e d  Zbm the blic at ths blic meeting and in subqumt 
smuncnt8 gmvrdcd d- ihc ~ ~ b l i i  rnvCw period, tgplsa bas b e a  revised to include a 

ndge at St. Claude Avenue. This should dlevia~e uce cmcms about dioruption of 
c ltems as l+c will coatinue to flow during tbe consUuctioo dlhc project. impacts to 

v c h i c u ~ ~ ~ k m i n m .  

ccr Mayor, Sen. Johnston, Sen. BreaUx, Rep: Jefferson, CAO, 
Rep. Coplelin, Sen. Johnson, By-water, Corps of Engineers, 
Coun. Ellen Haeeur, P.R.C. Patty Gay, Prof. M. Lauria, Lower 
Nine, State Preservation Officer 
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January 27, I997 

Mr. Leslie S. Waguespack 
Studv Manager, Inner Harbor Navigation Canal Lmk Replacement - .~ - .  . 
Department of the h y  
New Orleans District. Corps of enginens 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans. LA 701M)-M67 

Dear Mr. Waguespack. 

The LaLc PontchfuIrain Basin Foundalion (LPBP) enters the foliowing comments 
into the administrauve remrd for the lnner Harbor Navigation Canal Lock Replacemenl. 
Thew an prelimin.ry comments pnparrd for the lanuaq 27, 1997 public heuing. The 
Lake Foundation will be submitting additional. mom detailed, mmmcnls before the 
comments period ends. 

The LPBF's mission is the protection andrenwation ofthe PontcMrain Basin. 
In that caoacifv. rue have reviewed the dran Envimnmental Impm Statement (81s) in . . 
regards to its impacts on the water qualiiy and habilat of Lake Pontchamain. 

We do, however, recognirx that there are many other potential impacts to the 
neighborhoods sunounding the ~mposed projects. neighborhod that the Foundation has 
worked closely with since our neation over eight year ago. While we appreciate and 
understand each nsighborhwd's concerns, we believe we can best serve ihc needs of the 
community by focusing our attention on the environmental impacn of the proposed 
pmjecl. 

h o u r  role as a public cntlty, u c  will gladly r h m  any information we obfain on 
the Daential environmental impaeu with the vatiouscommunily group as we conllnue 
our review. 

P m  our preliminary review of the HS, it is apparm*lat there is a significant 
problem with contaminated sediments in the area around the current lock facility. In 
addition. we believe the dredging and disposal of these materials, as described lo the EIS. 
has the potential to spread these toxic materials to other areas within the Pontchamain 
Basin. 

Three Lakeway. Suite 2070 3838 Nom Causeway Boulevard. PO. Box 6965. Metairle. Louisiana 70009-d9~ 

Page 2, item i Canal sediments analyzed for mercury (Hg) yield total mnccnUaltons 
ranging fmm 4 . 1  mgkg or ppm through 8 . 9  ppm whtch uc far below the proposed Louisiana 
Dcparuncnt of Environmental pualily (LDEQ) 1995 Risk-Based Cometivc Action (RBCA) 
Pmgram Soil C d m Z t i ~  Action Level (SCAL) criteria of 4 mgkg (inorganic Hg) and 22 mgkg 
(organic Hg) which an soil level criteria protective of the groundwater, baredon leach ability. 

As the LPBF indicated in their letter. drcdging daes stir up bottom sediments, which g 
relcase constitvents into the water column. As such, NOD conducted appropriate testing (wafer, 
bulk sediment, andclurriate) to dclcrmine the porsible effects ofdredging the bottom scdimcnt 
Elutriatc tcrting is a simplified simulation of the &edging anddisposal procw wherein 
prcdetem~ined amounts of dredging site water and sediment are mixed together to approximate a 
dredged material sluny. This test was dmloped by the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Walmays  Experiment Station (WES). Historically. numemus studies have compared clutriate 
conrtituent levcls to actual constituent levcls measured during dredging operations. These 
studies have proven that the clutriatc test is an accurate appro~mation of the constituent levels 
which cwld be expetted to occur durmg a d  drcdgidging and disposal operations. For uch 
canstitunt, the elutriae levels am compared to the ambnnt watcr levels. For mercury, it can be 
s e n  lhat the eluviale l m l s  (those which would approximate levels lobe expected in the water 
column during dredging and d ismal  operations) sn not elevated above the applicable LDEQ 
scac  criteria. Therefore, it can be shown IM neithrr dcgradaion of the water quality due to 
cicvared levcls of mercury in the watercolumn. nor exceeding of the water quality criterion for 
mercury. is expected as a result of dredging the bottom sediments of the MNC. 

It appears that the LPBP may h m  mistakenly mfused the canal sediments with roil 
m p l e i c o l l s n d  from the Bypais Channel site, in the east bank of the canal. A total of79 roil 
samples, collected fmm shallow and deep 0 5  feed soil borings on the cast bank of the canal and 
analy7.d for targeted m d s .  yielded m c m N  conmvations at delectable levels. Onlv one soil 
sample yielded i t a d  mceniration of 20.8 in&& This sample flC-2-1) wan colleetCd fmm the 
Indian Townng site. IC-2-1 is a soil sam le coiiecied on dry ground and h not a unal  sedimcnt 
sample. A duplicate (IC-2-8) of sample!C2-l yielded m m r y  total concentration of 1.2 mgkg 
reflecting eithn hetmgencous distrlbutioo of mercury in the same soil sample or laboratory 
analytical em,. 

A total of 16 soil samples wm collected from the lndian Towing sile alone. Out of these I6 
samples, 8 m p l e s  were collected from 8 different shallow soil boring locations wahin the site 
as well as 8 samples (I duplicate indudcd) collected at diffwent de~ ths  from dnc deer, borine 
(LC-2). Total conccnaation of mercury in the 8 shallow roil sampl& at the Indian Tiwing siic 
range from 0.046 mglkg to 1.5 m&. while, except for sample IC-2-1 and la duplicate (IC-2-8). 
the other 6 sam~les from borine IC.2 weld mwurv total concenrmt#nnq fmm OM? moLo en ~- ~~~ - ~ .~~~~ ......... .. .. v-0 :- 
0.13 mgntk. &erall. lhe abovidata ihdicate that the sinrmlar hieh mercurv d u e  detected m IC- 

~ ~~ 

2-1 is ai isolated occurrence. If the mercury level of 20.g mglkgin 1~ -2 - l ' i s  real and 
considering low mercury levcls io the other roil samples swrounding (below and near) IC-2-1. 
the volume of soil with a mercury level of about 20 mglkg is slaall. The LPBFs assenion that 
1.36 million cv of wdiments is contamnafed with mercUN at 2Ooom is a wrane infcrnrrlrrinn or ~ r r ~ ~  ...- ~-~~ e......r......-..-. 
projection of ihe data. Because sail sample IC-2-1 is alsGco-locaed within an an8 dellneaccd 
for spefial handling due to high levels of lead (Pb), soil fmm ths  rite would be removed to an 
industrial landfill, 

Page 2, item 2. The sampling and testing strategy rd Ihe UiNC is a a - e f f ec t i ve  t i e d  (or 
phased) appmach that involved a discovery phase of cnvironmcntal anomalicq or questionable 
areas followed by detailed investigations of these anomalies. Cornposting of samples is 
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CDF~? HOW often will they be m o a i a ?  BY whom? ~ h e c  is the l ac i~ i t i a i~ ib  
expcctsncy? 

We a s t i o n  the Com's chokeofa dismsal site. W l v  vim b.urdoua nut.rial 
next to thc kssbippi~vcr'Qulf OUM, oacdf the most dyda6ic amna in thc 
PontchuVPin Basin? Whst hamens w h  a hurricane hits SL PaMb? Will thc 
iiiUtcd miimants spend all Obcr the st. Bernard m s n ~  

Contmnlnated dredged material nmdn active wnuccaofpllutioa,men after they 

Page 3, item 4. Tb L364.000cubic yards of matuial mkml a in LPBFs comment will 
come rimarily fmm Uu LHNC ebsanlbonm ( l , l 5 8 , ~ c u b l c  yxds), with a small portion 
from &.east b8nk of thc IHNC (2436.000 cubic yards). Therefore, 85% of tbc manial to be 
dcmfiited into thc MROO dte wdl be from the IHNC c h s n d  bmom. Thc suirabililv of the &.? a ~s - - 

matnisl for wetland d i d  has &~i&&ai in Ihe && to 
cmmmts 1-3 abma A d  is of the bulk scdimmt m l t a  0baicl.d f a  tbc cast bank of the 
MNC the shows lhPl the ~ l t l o n a l  15% horn the cast bank ofthc lHNC also will not pose a 
t h a t  a the mvirmrmmt. In addition lo thc hcc lha the MROO site is isolated from the tidal 

stem by itselevation, this concluaian is b a d o n  the fact that thc bulk ssdimcnc analysis of the 
C bank sedimenb werc compmbk to moderaleb higher than the bulk sediment analysis for & 
A u w ! t h a n y d i y s a l ~ t h c  w ~ f o U a w t h c d i n u i o n o f ~ a ~ ~ 8 s o e h  2 '  8s LDBQ m des~munz andcamnu out d i d  of dredged malerial The d i d  sik in 

arr @wild in CDFs. SO& of lhe toxins. such as polymmatic bydrowrbons and oh.% 
wganic mntminants, such as theones idmtified in thc sediments samplesfrom t h c d  
harbor, rater the atmosptmte as gases. 

lim ofthc dndning efflnenL This site is not tidally i n f l u d  and is &ded bj. 
U U  and thc U.S. A m y  f!nginm Wduwap l?.xparimenr Station an condunins 

-arch to defloe thc coodltiona tbM lead to the relase of pollullnu in WF¶. 

Is lhe New Orleans Disltid familiar WM this nmrch7 Ha District personnel 
contaeed rhse scientists to get Ulcir input on the design of the ppd CDP31 

Clearly, the discusion of the CDFs rdsu  more qwdona (ha( it answam. The 
public dcmvcs an answer to all tbesequcations before thc pmces can be allowed to 

Tb p m p o a s d ~ c l i o o  would stir up a fmmdous volume of nuccdd, tmrh 
of It conlambled. What pmdmes will be pll into placsto pmvdnl thcrc matrrials 
from entbting ihe Lalra? 

Thank you falhir opportunity to mmmcnt. The Lab Pantchutnin Barin 
Foundation will be w b d t i n g  addithnul wmment in the near fuhrc. 

For the Lakc and Basin 

a n f h m e m  d& & a ~ ~ ~ p r o t e c r i o n  lans: Any .ddhid rcqu*cmenu ecnridued 
neces~ly wlll be included in the dl sal plan developed in lbc design msmorandum to be 
nc~and f a  the drodninn ofchanne%o ensure lbat the dllnent fmm the dimsal rttc will not 
bask a threat lo thc mv&amcnt or public. An a p p y a t e  wm,qu.lity monitoring plan will be 
dmloped and will be conducted daring dredging diaposd operations to ensure tbst tbc 
public and mvkonmcntd health are M I  ihrratcncd. 

.Tho diswsal site is withln thc huuicane&on system llrbsion from theMRQ0 wouId 
not be dlovkd to compromise the hunicmm *on livcc. The dl@ site is located in what 
could be c o m i d d  a dabclld" system, osatbc headwater of Bayou Bienvenue, alao known as 
Ihe Main Outfall Cnnal. AU WUR lad d h d  would occur in O r b  pari.h. The c m d  ~~~~~ ~~ ~~~~~ ~~ - ~ ~ - - ~ - - ~ . = ~ ~  ~ ~ ~~ ~~~~ 

receives urbanstonnvater runoflhomapmplng nation at t h c h d o f i h c d .  W o g a n y  
~ti~ipPti0tI of a b n d l y  high tidal acngar (winter storms, tmpical slams, a horricancs) the 
floodgllbs al Bayous Bimvclnc .nd Dupre sls dosed, preventing tidal surges horn emwing the 
large rm whcrc tbc disposal site is located. Therefow any comammm in thc mils would nor 
b e m o w  

Pago 4, i!em 5. The contaminant bvels of tho IHNC su lhmts  and soils have bea, 
addrrssed in mpooses to comments 1-3, sbmc. and in Uu HTRW dix. The sedimenu and 
soils robe d r e d d  have been sbom to bc not harardour. ~ o m o  o f ~ u c s t i o n a b l c  soils, b a d  
on lead would be hauled lo an indusrrial landfill. Tho pinton of thc MNC south 
of the MRGO, whm all of lbc dredging would omu, Is vimally a dead rad system, with thc 
M o w  and outflow o m d u d  from thc amall amnmt of &mse from thc MLrriuiod River ~ ~ ~~~~ - ~~~~ ~ ~ = = ~ - ~  ~ 

through the exis&g5iZ&iq lockages A dstivcly smd &loud of ti&fl&hing also 
occurs with the rise and MI offidea in the cad. A sinniflcant amount oftidd clnrrnt flows 
from Lake Ponlchamain Umuph (ho n0dw.m half of IHNC to thc MRQO, .ad vice vcna. 
The sluggish water movameat in thc southern halfot (he IHNC would ocwnly Ymitthe m o m 1  
of scdimcnts Md associaled sunoelldcd md dissolved conscilumts han bins flushed into Lake 
Pontoh.araio and lheMRoo. h f o r e .  the effects of W n g  @onsMm the Lake and 
MRaO ereconsidered a bc minimal. 

a m i s  on the pmlatut side of as& of h e  hurricane proLcctioa 
of MRGO. Thcpotcnl*l of kechte  m i d o n  from the om(heoroDose 

disc sia t o ~ ~ o n t c b a n r a i n  shdd ba minimal to mwxis tek   he MRQO ir s k d b  
sepatulfmmthedia s a l s i t e b y a h r u d u r u c ~ l c ~ ~ w h i k t t h c ~ d ~ ~ e d r p i  
the disposal area sh0$be southward and ewny fmm MRQOand Lake p o n t ~ a m i n l T ~ ~  
thenatban channel segment of the MNC d n s  as adinct pollutant pathway fmm U& 
dredging m a  to the lake. 



THE NEW ORLEANS 

YM. SIC)1II I 3I80OARDOC TRADEPUCE 

NEW ORLEANS. LA..U.S.A 70130 

February 25, 1997 

Colwel Wlllian Conar 
Diacricl Engineer 
U.S. Army C o p  of bginesrs 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, LA 70160-0267 

Dear Colonel Canner: 

Tbe New Orleaoc B o d  of Trade, repruutiq 200 members engqed in the mmwm 
of the port, endorses the U.S. Amy Capa of Engineers plan to replace the lock on the 
lndustrlal Canal in New Orleans at the edatlry IHNC sits. 

Our msmben .Wrrchts the fact that the pmsd lo& 6 73 yura old and unabk m 
prfom the kvel ofscrvice cxpcaed in 1997 wlth 1924 hardware. 

We also appreciate that the Gnp considered seven sika b r  a new lock and wncluded 
that the moat envimnnentally mptabk site wm Migbdppi River Mile 926. The 
selection of this site s e w  to re-affirm your judgement in s e l d q  this same site for the 
fust lo& in 19%. 

Sinconly, 

Canmenla noted 
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COMMENTS OF HOLY CROSS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION. LOUISIANA 
ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION NETWORK, AND SIERRA CLUB - N& ORLEANS 

CROUP ON U.S. ARMY COWS OF ENGINEERS' 
DRAFT EVALUATION REPORTFOR NEW LOCK 

AND CONNECTING CHANNELS FOR MISSISSIPPI RIVER-GULF OUTLET 

I. mRODUCI1ON 

The Holy C w  Neighbmhood Association ("Holy Cms"), Louisiana EnvimMKntsl 

Action Nehvork (LEAN), and Sierra Club - New OrleansGroup ("Sierra Club"), thmugh 

undersigned counsel, submit these comments on the Dm8 Evaluation Repon f a  theNew Lock 

and Cnnecting Channels, Mississippi River - Gulf Oulla ("haft Evaluation") to the I- 

HarborNavigational Canal OHNC).' The purposes of Hoiy Cross. LEAN, and Sims Club 

include the proteaion and prrrmation of the sommunity, the hidorial buildings, and the 

natural environment found on the levee bordering the Industrial Carul. Their purposes also 

include ihc protsction of their members ¶ism pollnllon, as well as health and environmental 

threats. Members ofthesc groups live in the neighborhoodr sumnmding the pmposed project 

and take advantage of the community and recmtiocal oppoltnnitikr provided in the arc* and on 

the levees. Conditions during and after the proposed IHNC pmject will adversely affeet lhe 

quality ofcommunity life, the surrounding enviromenf wd the health and weliar.? of members 

of these groups and their families. 

The project proposes to replace two bridges over the IHNC, d e w  thesansl itself. and 

installa new lock in the canal. The IHNC serves as thenavigational counedion ktmen the 

Mississippi River, the Gulf lnlraroastal Waterway and lhe Mississippi River-Gulf Outlet. 

Studies suggcrt that a high volume of vessel traffic and the closure of the bridges due to 

vehicularlmflic have lead to delays in navigation at the IHNC lock. The haft Evaluation 

purporls to compare two main alternatives: the existing lHNC site in New Orleans and a site at 

ITh. T u b  Envimnmcnal Law Clinic rubmib lhew rommrnls on bddrorthe l b o ~ ~ l l s l e d  floups. and na on 
bhalfofTnlme Univnityor thc Tulivle InvSdmol. 

1 



Violet, Louisiana. The evaluation concludes with a recdmmendation for a new float-in lock of 

110 x 36 x 1200 feet at a site north of Claibome Avenu wlth a low St. Claude Avenue Bridge 4 .  
and s replacement of the existing Claibome Avenue Bri ge P . 

The effects of the proposed project are wide-ran ing, implicating numerous concerns, 

many ofwhich the drafl evaluation fails to deal with w I/ atsosver or addmscs only superlicially. 

11. COMMENTS I 
A. VOLUME ONE: MAIN REPORT A N D  EIS 

1. Main Renon I 
On page 29, the Drsfl Evaluation notes that the use of the IHNC lock by deep draR 

On page 34, the Evaluation considers fulure cohditions without the lock and makes at 

least two qucstiomble predictions. First, it foresees a of gambling casinos." 

Considering the recent legal fights and flight 

lucrative sirs, it seems unrealistic to continue to expe this industry in this pan of 

the slate or to imply any economic or employment gai 

Evaluation notes that the population in thcNew 

Page 2, item I. Based oo Federal criteria, unsrmctioo of lbc deep draft innemea is 
not wananted. While 95 percent of the savings are shallow draft. the Pon of New Orlea~r has 
requested that the Corps construct a deep draft project as the locally preferred plan. '111s 
incrcmeol is being cunslrvclnl al non-Fcdcral expense. 

Page 2, item I, para2. The npon has heen revlsed to more accurately reflect cuncnt 
conditions relative to casinon. Provisions in the Water Resouras Development Act of 1986 
rcquim that prefcrcnm be givm to l w l  residents in the construction of the project. 



population in Orleans Parish is declining. It then projects that employment conditions in Orleans 

Parish will improve. It fails to note, however, that it is more likely that what jobs are created will 

go to non-Orleans ~ s h  residents. 

On page 42, the Evaluation analyzes the National Economic Development (NED) 

Impacts. However, its analysis is skewed in favor of the chosen project. TheNED cost estimate 

fails to include the $46 million estimated for social and environmental mitigation casts. These 

costs are clearly foreseeable and required by Section 326 of the Water Resources Development 

Act of 1996. Public Law 303 of the 104th'Congres, which states that "[ulsing funds made 

available . . . the Secretary shall implement a comprehensive community impact mitigation plan. 

as described in the evaluation repon of the New Orlcsns Didrid Engineer." Clearly, adding this 

cost to the NED would reduce the chimerical economic benefit of $75.8 million and the average 

annual benefits ratio. 

On page 43, the DraR Evaluation suggests that the material dredged from the Industrial 

Canal in the creation of the deep draA lock will be dumped into open water to create new 

wetlands. Considering the possible toxicity and the almost definite high salinity of the material 

that will be mrieved from the bottom ofa  canal that has been used continuously far heavy 

industry since its creation in 1923, this plan is unrealistic. There is no suggestion, and cerlainly 

no cost estimate, for how this dredgedmaterial will be treated iftoo toxicor too highly salinated 

to form the basis ofsustainable wetlands. Further, considering the possibility that the material 

dredged may be for the most part unusable, the Evaluation fails to answer whether there is 

sufficient room for all of the dredged material at the previously existing fill area. 

Page 43 of the Evaluation also purports to address the impacts on cultural resources. 

However, it says nearly nothing about the impacts except to promise a memorandum of 

agreement with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and the State Historic 

Preservation Officer. The project is likely to have wide-ranging and seriously adverse effects on 

Page 3, para I. The information cited r d e c a  the historical evaluation and preliminary 
screening of s i t s .  The results of the screening would not change the conclusion of the 
screening with the inclusion of mit~gation. 

Page 3.2nd lull para: The EIS and Section 404(b)(l) evaluation (Appmdix D, Section 3) 
address the dredged material disposal plans. Laboratory analysis of soils and sediments to be 
dredged has led to plans for removing contaminated soils to an industrial landfill. depositing 
canal bottom sediments and some canal-bank soils in a confined disposal site, and using clean 
soils for wetland restoration. 

P a s  3, para 3. The cultural resources in the ~roiec l  area have been identified in a 

~~~~~~ ~~ ~ 

aesthetic qualities of the community." 



historic resources. The failure to address these effecta at this point is auilical deficiency. 

Certainly, mitigation plans should inciude extensive recognition oflhe Med to preserve thc 

historic m u r c w  and character ofthe surrrmnding communities (rathcrthan simply tha of 

priimlar smcbes). Moving one historic building or doc& anolhu historic srmeturr 

fails to propnly mitigate for othemisc destroying the historic and acsthelic qualities, "tout 

ensemble," of a community. 

In the discussion on page 44 regarding the pmpoacd mitigation measures, apcifically 

addressing impects on individual homes, the haR Evaluation docs not clearly explain wlun the 

nature of the "impas" a, the homes will be. W~ll thae only be noise or noise, dust, and 

viimtions? The D A  further dws not discus the casts and possibilities of prmment relocation 

ifrequested by thc community mrmben. The dislocation of 620 individuals and the "[s]everal 

mighborhood busineslu" also should be mentioned in the Real Estate Supplanmt (Volume 7). 

Such disjunnion ocem continuously in the DraR Evaluation. The Evaluation alsa offers no 

cross-references to other sectionsor volumes of thc evaluation. Ita use is, Uuxefort, difficult and 

such difficulty hinders its ability to meet its duty of informing the public about the pmposed 

p j e c l  Home and businnr owners concerned about L e  e m s  on their pmpcrtiu who read the 

Real Estate Supplemenl would be lulled into a false senre ofease belied by the Main Volume. 

On page 44 -45, the Drat? Evaiuation discusses the National Economic Devdopment 

impacts. In this dixussion, the C q  incllcludathe cod of wimnmmtal mitigaliotl for the 

Viola site but not for the MNC site. Fu~her,  the lack of maintenance forthe old Violet lodr is 

not included as a benetit for the NED whiic thc lack of maintenance at the IHNC lock is The 

NED fwthe IHNC site needs to include the social mitigation eosls as required by law. The 

pm&red NED c o m p h m  is one o f a p p h  and orangu. Costs are included or discarded as suits 

the conclusion the Corps seeks. The same costs mud be included in b t h  NED con analyses to 

fairly determine the ratios and the economic benefits paxible, This deficimey isamong the 

. . 
P e 4, para I. The refmnce is lo preliminary screening for a plan Lat was 

eliminatz It is no1 required in the Real Estate Supplemeul which presents information on the 
recommended plan. 

Page 4. p a  2 - Page 5 para 2. For L e  p r e l i m i i  screenings rdmedio  in tbne 
paragraphs, thc Corps used the best Information available at the time. The p r m a l  for social 
and culNral mitigauon was not yet being considered for either sire. However, the Violet site 
had such severe and devastating impans to the nalural environment that even if these 
mitigation costs were included at that time. L e  recommendation lo eliminale the Viokl site 
would not have changed.. .It was believed that alternatives existed at the LHNC site that could 
be devclopcd with appropriate miligation Ulat would be less environmentally damaging that the 
Violet sire. The recommended plan at the Nonh of Claiborne Avenue localion, including the 
community hpacl mitigation plan, is such a plan. 





Strategy require that "each federal agency shall make achieving environmental justice part of its 

mission by identifying and addressing. . .disproportionately high and advme human health or 

environmental effects of its programs, policies, and activities on minority populations and low- 

income populations." Executive Order 12,898 also requires analysis of environmental justice 

impacts of federally funded projects. At no point in the Drafl are environmental jusric~ 

consideralions addressed, although the Draft admits that the affected wmmunities are largely 

minority. In failing to recognize the disparate social and cultural impacts of the IHNC and Violet 

projeds, the Drafl Evaluation fsils to meet the requirements of the law and the Executive Order. 

Page 60 of the Evaluation discusses pm-conrtruction mitigation but proposes no pre- 

construction mitigation for the north Claibome bridge. There wili be a great deal oftrafTic 

dislocation caused by the temporary removal ofthis bridge, especially considering that the 

current Nonh Claibome bridge accommodates approximately fifty-one percent of cumnt traffic 

(seep. 3 9 ,  and these impaas must be identified and fully analyzed. 

The allocation of funds indicated by the table on page 64 reflects little eonsideration of 

the neighborhoods impacted by the IHNC project. While only $51,000 is allocated for jab 

training, despite the grandiose promises in the mitigation plan, $600.000 is allocated to document 

a bridge and lock that will be tom d o w .  This is an outrageous sum for documentation of 

historic value when compared with the picayune sum allocated to job training. Moreoutrageous, 

however, is the comparison ofthe almost $3 million offered to Orleans Parish for lost sales tax 

revenue to the paltry $35,533 to compensate homeowners for decreased property value. The 

ertimation ofdecreased prop* value compensation is ridiculous 'Ihe table estimates housing 

compensation for only one year when the project itselfis to continue for seven years beyond two 

years ofpile driving. Property values wili be decreased not only for theduration ofpiledriving 

but permanently from the disfigurement of the Holy Cross and Bywater communities (such as 

replacing green levees with high concrete floodwalls) that the lHNC lwk replacement will bring. 

Page6, para I. Preconstmction mitigation is k i n g  proposed la the cumnt plan. In 
addition, because of innovative consmction techniques, the service outage of the Claiborne 
Avenue bridge would be limlted lu a short period of time (currently ectimated herwcen I to 4 
weeks). 

Page 6, para 2 -page 7, para 1. Preliminary numbers used in the table reflect early 
estimates in the mitigation planning effort. The text is being changed to clarify information in 
the report reference. 



The table on page 64-67 has several other failings. It indicates nine months of utility 

assistance to pay for air conditioners, and the provision of air conditioners to some community 

members, to drown the noise ofpile driving (a questionable mitigation in and of itself) 

However, estimates for pile driving are twenty four months. There is no explanation of the 

disparity in the times. Funher, ifthe constn;ction is to continue for nine yean, no mention is 

made ofmitigating for noise, air, and otherpollution for the other eight years and three months. 

The table funher fails to indicate the mitigation costs required for providing emergency and 

police scn'ices lo the communities during construnion. On page 67 of the table, it indicates 

mitigation for pedestrian and public transportation but docs not include any plans or 

compensation for the huge numbers of private cammuten who will be affected. If those 

commuters are included in the pedestrian and public mansportalion, the table fails to account for 

what will be a huge increase in the number of public commuters. 

In describing Impact Avoidance on page 77, the DraR Evaluation indicates no resurfacing 

of mads near the construction arca, only resurfacing of outlying roads. The impacts ofUle 

construction will be greatest on the mads bordering the project area. These roads should be 

rcsurfaecd. not, as the Evaluation offers elsewhere, fixed on an as-needed basis. The worse 

shape these roads are in, the more vibrations and noise in the surrounding cammunitics. 

On page 98 the Drafi Evaluation nates that textured surfaces will be used on floodwalls 

to improve aesthetics. Thcrc is no proof adduced in the Draft Evaluation that texture on 

noadwalls makes them somehow less unsightly or more resistant to vandalism, despite the fact 

that the report constantly touts textured walls as a mitigation or neighborhood improvement. If 

there is pmofofsuch beneficial effects, It should be produced. Ifthere is no proof, then realistic 

measures should be ofTered to improve the aesthetic problems posed by tall concrete walls. 

The direct mitigation measurer suggested on page 99 present numerous problems. The 

"Aesthetics" paragraph promises "new plantings" adjacent to the lock and "landscaping" in 

Page 7, para 2. The specific location of roads to be wrfaecd will be determined In 
future snrdies. 

Page 7. para 3. Textured finishes will be accomplished but not a1 a pan ofthe 
mitigation plan in addition, a "fold-down" floodwall han been included in the lcvec design 
along the canal in the lloly Cross arca. 

Page 7, para 4 -page 8 (para ending at the top of the page). Lands adjacent to the lock 
will be maonrained with malnlenancc hods for the lock project. Landscaping and planttngs on 
other arcar will be the responsibility of local mrcrests. 
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On page 99, the Evaluation also ofTm supervised playgrounds. Again, h d s  ore not 

allocated for this proposal. The repnt dws not indicate who will provide such playgmunds, who 

will supervise them and whm they will be waled when there is so liltle green spacc in the ares, 

much of which will itself be destroyed by the lock expansion pojm 

It is unclear why this is a separate section. If this 1s the EnvinnunenM Impact Statement 

(EIS). what is the rrst ofthe document? Taken alonc,the US skims too m y  issues without 

pmvldlng real answers. The form in vhich il prrsma the alternative proposals, for aample. 

farls to "sharply defin[e] the issues and pmvid[e] a clearberis for ehoiw among options by the 

derisionmsker and Ulc public" as teqvircd by (hc $1502.14 of the Council on Envimmnenlal 

Quality regulations. If the otherprls of the evaluation ore meant to be incarporated by refuencc 

into the EIS, then they ae also required to meet the statutory requirements for an EIS. The use 

of a separate EIS should be explained and the conformity of the rest ofthe report to all statutory 

requimnents for an EIS should be confirmed. 

Returning to more specific issues, EIS Section 1.1.1.3 mentions, as did the Main Report, 

the oppasition of theviolel community to the Viola site wiUlout mentioning the opposition of 

the Bywater and Holy Cross neighborhoods to the IHNC site. This creates the imprmion that 

the eommunily opposition in Viola is Ueafer than m the IHNC site, and that the community in 

Violet i s  more directly affected than the community at the IHNC site. As neither of these 

conelusions is ccmct. the information should be given in an impMia1 and accurale way. 

Page 9. para 1. Tk mitigation plan includes theprovldon of hellities. It is 
anllclpafed that supervision and maintenance will be a non-Federal rqmsibility, 

Page 9,2nd full para. The fonnai of thc 
ddrescd in 40 CFR 1506.4 as &tcd in t h c z  

IS foUwn the " c o m b i d  format 
Englncainp Re lation (EX) 200.2-2 

P m d m s  for lm lcmcnling NW4 Pangnph 13 and in rhe ~orps'  ling ~uid.ace 
Notcbook (ER 1185-2100). Appendix F. 

Page 9-31'  full para. W o n  1.1.1. has bkn modified m rdlcct the socioeconomic i m ~ a  
and rommunity @tion to the mwnamendedpla~. 

EIS m i o n  1.1.3.1 suggests that the soil dmdged fmm the canal and taken fmm the banks 

will be uneontamtnated. This is highly unlikely cansidering the continuous we of the canal by 

industry r i m  iu opening in 1923. The nport should addresthe likely contamination ofthe soil 

as mll as the costs to mitigate such conlaminalion. Considering the likelihood of contamindon. 

it is also unlikely that the roil will make a good basis for a new marsh If such soil is 

Page 9.4th fall pan. The mils and sediments to be excawed and disposed haw been 
exleorlvely Mted forthe presenw of contaminants. The Mling analyaes are summarized in the 
BIS and described in nu d*ail in the Engineering 2 n d  'ons (Volume 3). the HTRW 
Appendix (volume sf, and LheEnviromntal Appendix i$&w $). lnvesligations show hat 
the soil on the east bmk of the RINC below 5 feet in depth wtucb 18 to bexuvated fortbe 
bypasschannel. conlains only background levelsof conmuinants. This is h e  only m a W  
proposed for maroh developmmt. 



contaminated and. therefore, unsuitable to form the basis for a new marsh, the use of wetlands for 

the graving site will not he mitigated by the creation of said marsh. 

Section 4.2.1, EIS pape 26. fails to address the declining use of the lHNC by deep draR 

vesrcls. Such usage surcly needs to be taken into account in any consideration ofneed for a new 

lock. 

Seclions4.2.2 and 4.3.4.4, along with many other sections ofthe Main Reponand the 

EIS. do not address the numcmus problems associated with the reconstruction afthe Florida 

Avenue Bridge. The DraR Evaluation comments oRen on the role that the Florida Avenue 

Bridge will play in the construction ofthe new lock and the management oftraflic problems 

created by the closure ofthe Nonh Claibome Bridge and the St. Claude Avenue Bridge. 

llowever, reliance on s reeonstmcted Florida Avenue Bridge is misplaced. That project faces 

many political and financial hurdler before realimtion. No plans are indicated for rerouting 

traflic if the Florida Avenue Bridge is not reconstructed by the beginning of the project. The 

new IHNC lock evaluation is required by the regulalions to address theeffectsofa "crucially 

interrelated project." such as the Florida Avenue Bridge project. 

Section 4.2.4. EIS page 29. does not acknowledge or discuss the current, and reasonably 

successful. community eNorts to strengthen and stabilize the Bywater and Holy Cmss 

neighborhaods. The failure to recognize these improvements both creates the impression that 

there is not much to bc lo* for these neighborhoods and allows the Evaluation to avoid 

recognition of the full impacts of the project on these newly revitalized communities. The repon 

also does not address the fact that pan of the pmblem in the area has been the black cloud of a 

poSsiMe lock project such as this hanging over all neighborhood revitalization effoorts. . 

Section 4.3.4.3 does not indicale to where the Coan Guard facility and its anendant jobs 

will be removed. The Evaluation in general fails lo account for jobs that will be lost because of 

thc removal ofemployers such as the Galvez Street Wharf. the Society forthe Prevention of 

Page 10. Is1 full para. Please see response to comwnt on Page 2.3d full para 

Page, 10.2nd full para. P leasem response to similar comment made by Ms..Maq Penny 
Thompson at the public meeting. 

Page 10.3~3 full para. The r e p a  has been revised to reflect cumnt cfforls by 
neighborhoods to revitalize (heir ne ighbo rhd .  

Page 10.4th full para It has m l  ye1 been detemtined where the US. Coarr Guard would be 
rclocatcd. Tk funclions of lhe Galvez St. Wharlwmld be replaced by other cxist~ng faeililies 
withtn the Pon of New Orleans The FPCA wnmmlrl nnt n n A  in hr etc.-.trA Twn . ~~ .-. " 
commrciaVindustria1 faciltlies, operating on area  leased fmm the Pan of New Orleans. would 
becfi\lnaled from (he earl bank of lhe ItlNC. Plans for mlocattng thcsc businesses would be 
devclopcd ullh the assistance of the Pon of New Orleans, as stated in the EIS 



Cruelty lo Animals, and commercial eslablishmcnls. In a delicate economy, the mnovalafeach 

employer and source ofcommunity revenue is fell powerfully, Such removal should be 

acknowledged in the repan and mounted for in the Evaluation. 

Section 5.3.7.4.2 promises a temporary howing nvitalimion program. Howvu, such a 

temporary plan cannot wmpmmte for the pcrmanentdest~~tion of anighborhood 

Furthermore, even if the neighborhood were not p~nanently destroyed by the aesthetic and 

visual changes brought about by g e  new lack, thae might be no community lee to revitalize at 

the end ofanine year conswetion period. Any viable revitalization pmjst requires more ofa 

commitment of time and tesoursas. 

Section 5 3.1242, EIS page 63 add- mitigation for vchiculartrsffic obsuuction. 

Houever. there is no guarantee that the M t c  fmm the work site and other m u t e d  traIlic will 

follow the designated routes. It is common knowledge that many ddomd mr*s going to and 

fmm the Tchoupitoulas Corridor project take whichever uptown mad they fancy. The Cnpr 

needs to plan for the likely possibility that heavy and regular wh~cles will take any ofthe smaller 

mads sumnding the project area. The= mads should be resurfaced. It is insufficient to GI1 

potholes as they develop. Such piecemeal vmrk inevitably is long in coming and short in 

SUCCCSS. 

Section 4.13.14, EIS page 65, oflers no mitigation plans for impacts on community 

cohesion even though the EIS recognizes that the cnutruction will have significant deleterious 

cNecu oncommunity cohesion (.see 53.14~4). None ofthe mitigation plans o N d  reveal a 

plan that can mly assist community cohesion in the face ofa projcft this large and destructive. 

Scnion 5 3.18. I ,  on EIS page 7 4  addresses the impacts to wetlands. In this section, in 

conlrasl lo the 25 acres quoted by EIS senion 1.1.3.1, the EIS slates that the graving site will . 

aficcl 103 acres of wetlands. Which number of affected acm is it and what are lhe direring 

impace. ifany. to the 25 and thc 103 acres? This section also mentions that mueh of the 

F'agc I I. 1st full para. Canme?$ noted. 

Page I I. 2nd f u l l :  l'!e @tigation for vehicular tnlfic impacts h been substantially 
modified due lo the uon in b n b  clomre periods with thc inclusion of* om- h i d  e 
at St. Claude Avenue and thc lesrcxlmsive modifications pmposcd for Claibom Aveour TL 
new plan includes cxtursivc impmvcments lo community sme6. 

Page LI. 3rd full para. While then is no spscificd mi ' ation item lo directly address 
impacts to commlmilg cohesion, thc mtire pm e c ~  c ~ o n  plan and mitigation Ian is 
desiicd to avoid minimize, and coapsnse  k r  impacts lo Ur adpining neighhioods 
(cnnmnnilk). 

Pane I I. 4th full ma. The 103 acre am is the raal am of wetlands wi& which the 
gravinfiitc would bcbui~ The impck ofthe graving sits would be limited to 25 s c n s .  
Scnioa 5.3.18.1. describes ibc wetland habitau of all a m a  to bc affected by dndging and 
d i m a l .  The anas aNalisfsd urban luwfIlmm pumping stntiom and ossibl by lcsshme 
from IrndfiUs an tbc p a m i t i g a l i o n  ara. and the pm orcd d i i a f s m a  a L  the wuth 
bank ofthe MROO. 'The grariag site #la wtthtn thc f o r d  Lainage an. on the n o d  bank of lhc 
MRGO, blatcd from the swth bank of thc MRGO and ihc mitigation site. Please refer lo Plats 
23 shawine the localim of the drednlne and dhoosal m. Ths lerm "amole dndned material' -. .-. 
mien to th; soil from the ast bank a6 IHNCbclow 5 fee( in d e e  whih has 
dammined to not be conhminal~d~ M a n  of this material is avail le than 16 m n d  to mitigate . 
for impacD ofthe graving site. 



wetlands in this w a  arc also subject b rtorm runoff from two pumping Etations, l s m l l  as 

runoff hom landfills and a sewerage t rmnmt plant. The reporl fails to indicate clearly the 

effects these have had on the wetlands and what impact the addition ofthe graving site will havc 

on the arm. Surely an area such as this is already delicately situated and should not tesubjectcd 

to funhu danger h m  a graving site in a forced drainage a m  At section 5.3.18A.2 the EIS 

states Lhst the dredged material fium the Ead Bank ofhelHNC can te used to creme 41 saa of 

wetland. Even were lhis soil msble as a basis for mating wetlands, Un EIS doesnot explain 

how further wetlands would be c w e d  fium the "ample dredged material" considwing that such 

material is man likely toxic and highly saline. 

Section 5.3.19.5 fails to explain what e m s  the snutlustion would havs on thc 

Mississippi River Gulf Outlet pmject and how the two projects are related. Considehg the van 

impacts orthis plan, it +s necessary lo a d d m  the &&on the MR-GO chnnnel in terms of 

sediment. toxics. melals, ralinily. watcr temperature, and suspended sediment, as well iu impacts 

on MR-GO tnNic and &on. 

Seption 5.3.20.4.2, on page 86, addresses mitigation for h e  adverse effects to aesthetic 

values A@ain itmentions the ever-present and unconvincing textured surfaces for floodwalls 

and bridges. Agato the section fails to mentmn real aesthetic mitigation plans such as creation of 

specific gmn a m  in the community and continued maintenance ofthese snas in kms of 

landscaping and supervision. In discussing Leremval of the old stand of oak ths cumntly on 

the Icvcc, the EIS fails to state specifically to where therevenerable mes will be moved and 

what kin* ofplants will replace them; a tallow tm is oot a live oak. As in other mitigation 

sections, the mitigation offerings are more illuwry than helpful. A path next to a connen 

floodwall don not cornpensale for the loss of a path followings levee. Observation points on 

lop ofthe floodwall are invitations to drug dealerr. C~mpensation is limited to a four-bloek area 

despite the fact that the projcet will impact the communities on either side ofthe Canal for a 

much greaterdistance. 

Page 12, Is1 full para impaeta of the lined item on ihc MRGO are not crplPined Muse 
only minor. increase$ In hubidily would be expected. Predicted chanm in v-l 
traflic on t h e w a r e  shown in ~ s n i o n  5.4.3.3. 

Page 12,Znd ntll pars. Taming of floodwallsand bridgu has bcen deleted fmm the 
mitigation plan and is now umtof mW amswotion. Tho mitkation DIM novidw a s~csified 
funding Pmount for c d m  ofpirygrouods and packs. Tho &IE arc& whm th& would 
te consuuaed would be worked an during detailed pmject design. Likewise, b c  s 
milinrina for thc loss ofibc cak mes at the old lock site has na ban ~biectcd to ti: Of 
desib. 'hespecific details of these itoms an not m d e m k n  during tho fkibiiity phass, which 
is whcrc we are now. lhcmitigation plan has bcen mdikd s~lbstantially to ex and mitigation 
owi& of a fm-block area on each sl& o f h  MNC A "fold-dm" floodwalfha~ hea ~~ ~~ ~~ ~-~ - ~~ ~ ..... .. ..... 
incorpod into the Ian. For all but lass than one monL out of the year (on avaagc), the d l  
will te hai-tal anlout of sight. Th. wall is p h c d  f w  areas along thc canal hat currently 
haw only leva. This will allow for an u n o b s m ~ ~ I  view ofrhe river and canal. 
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school will have to demonstrate losses. The funds offered are not certain, but conditional. Such 

a mitigation plan leaves too much to agency discretion. For the midents of these communities 

and for Holy Cross School, this promise and the money is too chimerical. 

Page 23 of the Mitigation volume addresses mitigation for impacted aesthetic resources. 

As in other discussions regarding the old oak trees and their removal, the Evaluation fails to state 

specifically to where the trees will be moved, citing only vaguely "available public land within 

thceommunily." The Evaluation needs to state specifically where this public land is. 

The mitigation proposed for community cohesion purposes on pages 26 and 27 have 

numemus problematic issues. First, the Evaluation indicates that lighting and drainage 

improvements will be made to the four blocks sumunding each side of the project. Such 

mitigation is minimal when the effects from the new lack project will extend well beyond a four 

block area. This section also pmpoxs to put lighting within the vacant areas under the current 

Claibome Avenue Bridge approaches. The benefits of this additional lighting10 the community 

arc unclear. As with the textured flaadwalls, this mitigation suggestion smacks moreof gimmick 

than genuine compensation. Finally, recreational spaces are proposed, but as in other sections 

discussing recreation, ii is unclear from where the funds or the supervision will come. The 

Evaluation oren only t h a  the facilities will be turned aver to "non-Federal interests for 

incorporation into existing programs." lfsuch interests exist and are willing to take on more 

recreational rugervisoly duties then they should be named and the wmmitments made clear and 

enforceable. If there are currently no such interested parties, then the DraA Evaluation should 

make that clear and come up with mli~tieproposals bared on available resources. 

C. VOLUME FIVE: TOXICS 

Sediment core samples indicating high levels of heavy mhtals, specifjeally mercup, in 

the sediments sumunding the lock call for further study and planning prior to project approval. 

Page 15, para. I. Future dctailed studies and coordination with those concerned with this 
Issue will determine the best location for these transplanted trees. 

Page 15. pgn. 2. Future coordination with the appropriate local interests and agencies will 
determine the details for these mitigation measures. 

Page 15, para 3 -Page 18, 1st full para All of the comments in this section are duplicates 
of comments provided by the Lake Pontcharbin Basin Foundation in the their i r t e r  dated 
l a n u q  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ . . .  .... ...... ...... 
i 27. 1997. Please refer to the responses to those comments. 



Pollutants entering the main harbat canal senle to the bntom creating toxic reservoirs in 

the sediments. Dredging these cantaminated areas stin up the bottom sediments re-~lesring 

toxic materials into the water where they may be ingested or absorbed by plants and animals. ' 

Such impacts should be considered and addressed in the Evaluation. 

To measure the levels ofsediment contamination in the inner harbor canal, the Corps 

collected sediment samples. One of the samples contained a mercury level oftwenty parts per 

million (20 ppm). This lwcl is fotly timer greater than ihe level considered "safe" by the State 

of Louisiana. Many other ramplea contained high levels ofheavy metals. YeL in the public 

notice. the Corps describes the levels of contamination as "moderate." This designation is based 

upon faulty science (see below). The proposed project will require the removal and disposal of 

1,364,000 cubic yards ofcontaminated sediments, an equivalent ofover 130,000 dump rmck 

loads. Clearly, the removal and safe disposal of these materials involves a public health issue 

which should be addressed in greater detail. 

The Corps relies upon faulty science in drawing its conclusions about heavy metal levels. 

The DElS l i N  the "average" level of mercury in a nine foot sediment core as .9 ppm, a level 

below the federal safe standard. Averaging the readings ofthe entire sample invalidates the 

findings. If the upper ration contains high levels ofheavy metals, il is not possible to say the 

entire sample is uncontaminated. The averaging is a misuse ofstatistics and calls into question 

the use oflhc data to make broad-based aaumptions. Each segment of the entire c m  sample 

should be carefilly analyzed for contaminates, especially the top foot which l~gically contains 

the greatest level ofcontamination. Under more accepted scientific practices, some ofthe 

contamination levels listed would be described as hazardous and would require disposal in 

hazardous material deposit sites rather than the propsed Conlined Disposal Facilities. 

In addition, the Corps propom la disposeof 1.3 million cubic yards of contaminated 

sediments in Confined Disposal Facilities (CDFs), despite the fact that CDFs historically have 



had problems: they are poorly monitored, they have limited ability to keep toxins out ofthe 

environment, can allow fish and wildlife to come into contact with contaminated materials, and 

can leak contaminated leachace into surfaie and ground men. The Corps proposes to use this 

technology in spite of the fact that a similar facility for disposal of contaminated sediments in the 

Calcasicu River has been shown to be leaking toxins into the environment. According to the 

Corps repon entitled. Review ofRemovo1, Conrainmen1 a d  Trrormenl technologies for 

Ren~ediolion ofConfaminotedSedinrenl in rhe Greol Lokes, a CDF designed to receive 

hydraulically dredged/disposed sediments (similar lo h e  proposed project for the Industrial 

Canal) must provide adequate detention time far senling and be able to drain and treat large 

volumes ofwater. This may q u i r e  larger facilities, sometimes divided into trvo or more 

componm to allow for secondary senling." Will the proposed CDFs contain smling ponds? 

Will they contain water quality Veatment systems? How long will the CDFs be maintained? 

Who will perform the maintenance on the CDFs? How oflcn will they he monitored? By 

whom? What are the facilities life expectancies? Clearly, further analysis planning, and 

opponunity for public comment on this issue of CDFs is needed before any further action can be 

taken on the Industrial Canal expansion project. 

Further. the Corps' choice ofa  disposal site is problematic. Why place h-daus 

material nextto the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, one ofthe most dynamic areas in the 

Pontchartrain Basin? Why place it near St. Bernard Parish, an area which was rejected for canal 

construction because of its environmentally sekt ive  locale? What happms when a hurricane 

hits St. Bernard Parish? Will the polluted sediments spread all over the St. Bernard marshes? 

Besides the impacts of conlaminated dredged materials upon directly adjoining watn and 

land, the materials remain active sources of pollution even aRer they are deposited in CDFr. 

Some ofthe toxins, such as plyaromatic hydrocarbons and other organic contaminants 
. . 

identified in the sediment samples from the inner harbor, enter the amasphere as g a s .  
' 

Louisiana State Univenily and the U.S. Army Engineer Waterways Experiment Station are 
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against the IHNC site. Either way, the Corps needs to address the possible adverse effects due to 

odor because none of the mitigation measures proposed by the Corps address or decrease odors. 

On page D-3-19 the Environmcnlal volume Rates that the water quality effects are 

considered '!minimal." This conclusion seems outrageous in the face of evidence that heavy 

metals will be dredged up and churned up from lhe floor ofthe Canal. The Corps meds to define 

what it means by minimal and h a t  effect minimal heavy meml problems will have on 

sumunding communities and sumunding bodies of water such as the MR-GO channel, Lake 

Pantchattrain, and the Mississippi River. 

Page D-3-21 supposedly addresses aeslhetks but brings up some serious human health 

and water quality issues. l i the water in the IHNC is churned up and possibly toxic materials or 

heavy metals arealso churned up, then the water quality ofnot only the Industrial Canal is 

affected but also that of surrounding bodies of water. While such effects pose Clean Water Act 

permitting problems (a dredging material disposal operation would probably be a point source 

under current case law), they also pose dangers to fish and wildlife, and to the health of humans 

coming into contact with such contaminated water through recreational activities ouch as fishing. 

These adverse effects are not add re s~d  anywhere else in the Evaluation but raise additional 

concerns for the communities sumunding the project areas, coneems that should be addressed in 

a fair and unbiased manner. 

On page D-3-36 the Evaluation admits that the dredged material will havedeleterious 

effects on commercial fisheries for two years. However, the Evaluation fails to recognize that 

the effects are not temporary. In this section, as in others, the Corps attempts to create a false 

window oftemporary degradation rather than admining the full impaa of the project. 

Furthermore, returning conditions to current levels 1s insufficientwhen those levels are already 

deleterious to human health and welfare. The Corps hasa responsibility to address the long term 

impacts of the project as well asa duty to protect the water quality ofthe slate. 

Page 19.2nd full para The issue of contamin&ts has been raised previously in your 
comments. Please refer back to the responses to previous comments concerning this issue.. 

Page 19,3rd full para. The diswsal of dredeed material into the MRGO :it. and the 
~ ~ ~.~~ ~~ 

mitigallon site is expiled lo have idvcnc imp=& lo fishcnes NoUrCcr for a priod (cstnmated 
ss long as 2 years) hecaure of turbidity arraegated with the dredging operations and runoff from 
unvegctnted dredged material. Oncc the material becomes conqolidated and \cgctated. ~ n o f f  
from the MRGO site would no longer be turbid. This is what happens at all of the drcdeed 
matenal dnpo5al mas along the MRGO. Thc mitlgalton site is cxpcctcd to have an incrc~.wJ 
hshitat value for fishcncc ncourccr (compared to the existing and f~ ture  uithoa.praject 
cond~t~onr) because aquatic vcgctstton and manh g r a m  would colvn~ra rhc sac. 
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these safety concerns in the Drat? Evaluation, despite their crucial connection to the welfare of 

the communities surrounding the IIWC lock. 

In discussing neighborhood opposition, the Corps n e w  zdmils that the opposition to the 

project arises from the very people with whom it worked to  develop a relationship. In fact, 

almost every community member who dealt with h e  Corps extensively during this project has 

come to view it as exceedingly destructive forthe sunounding communities. 

In early meetings, the Corps promised the surrounding communities that the IHNC 

project would not go fotward without their approval and agreement to mitigation plans. 

Cumntly, however, the C o w  has rejected its cooperative approach and has threatened to go 

forward wirh the project so long as it has the general approval ofan undefined "community of 

reference." Further, the IHNC was originally established as a barge canal. Throughout the years 

it has g m m  along with national needs, such as wartime or MR-GO. However, the community 

has had increasingly little voice in the development sumrunding its homes. The community 

cannot be expected to support a project by an agency that has increasingly disempowered the 

communities surrounding the lockwh~le increasing its o m  power and reach. Despite thecorps' 

d~velapmcntal designs for the Canal. the neighborhoods surrounding it have also g m m  and 

developed and homeownen have put care and resohces into developing a cohesive community 

and a home for their families; a homeand a community that are now put at great risk by the 

Carps' proposed project and inadequate hat? Evaluation. 

The DElS is incomplete without a thorough analysis of the Florida Avenue bridge 

replacement which is an integral and crucial step to the Corps' construetion and mitigation plan. 

The Drat? Evaluation continuousiy states that the 6 n t  phase inv'olves removal and then. 

replacement of the current Florida Avmue bridge. Without the Florida Avenue bridge 

demolition, the lock replacement parts cannot be floated into place and construction cannot 

proceed. Yet. the Corps fails to analyze the impacts of such an action in its DraA Evaluation. In 

Pagc 22, para I. The TOR haq becn revised to more clearly reflect the opposition of local 
residents during'thc cwrdination pmccss. 

Pagc 22. paa. 2. It was h o p d  Ulat agreerent could be mxhed with the surrounding 
communities on the mitigation plan. It was never promisd that the loeal communit~es had veto 
power on this project The Inca commun~ties hase k e n  allowed to be a pan of the procerr of 
developing this mirigation plan, whjeh may be different from the past an other projrctr. 

Page 22. Section F, 3* para. though P a p  24, Sedion F. 2- rrara. - These comments deal 
with the Florlda Ave. Bridgi issue, which is cot an aulhorired pari of the lock replace men^ 
project. The inclusion of the temporary bridgc 21 St. Claude Ave. and the rcdurtlon of the 
closure time at Claiborne Ave. to acoualc of werkc allcv~ates the n ~ r d  for the Florid= Aur  

~ ~~~~ ~~~~~ ~ .... .-. ...-. 
bridge to serve as acornprehensive det& plan. They need not be addressed in this report. 
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presented in the Evaluation. 

It is important to note at this point that the report on traffic analysis was unavailable 

during the public comment period. The Evaluation suggests that the report is being cornpilid, 

but is not included within the aclual Evaluation itself This is unacceptable to the purpose of 

NEPA and the compilation of an EIS. "If the incomplete information relevant to reasonably 

foreseeable significant adverse i m p d s  is essential to a m n e d  choice among altcmatives and 

the overall costs of obtaining it are not exorbitant, the agency shall include the information in the 

environmental impact statement!' (40 C.F.R. 5 1502.22(a) (1996) (emphasis added). Without 

analysis of traffic congestion, especially emergency service and hurricane evacuation routes, the 

agency could not have made a reasoned choice among alternatives. As it stands, the Draft 

Evaluation is incompleb and insufficient as in an EIS under the law. 

The Corps' failure to analyze this critical piece of information crippler the effectiveness 

of he Evaluation and suggests that a thorough analysis of this action is required. The Draft 

Evaluation must satisfy to the fullest extent possible the requirements established for final 

statements in § 102(2)(C) ofNEPA. (40 C.F.R. 1502.9 (1996)). If an EIS is "so inadequate as 

to preclude meaningful analysis, the agency shall prepare and circulate a revised draft of the 

appropriate portion." (&). The lack of analysis of the Florida Avenue bridge replacement could 

result in dclay if not halting of the project. It effects not only the immediate environment of 

sunounding neighborhoods through traffic congestion and constrvction impacts, but also 

threatens the very safety of lives in these neighborhoods as well as nearby St. Bernard Parish by 

failing to examine hunicane evacuation in the absence of a Florida Avenue bridge replacement. 

111. CONCLUSION 

The Holy Cross Neighborhood Association, Louisiana Eiwironmental Action Network. 

and Siena Club - New Orleans Group request that the Anny Corps of Engineers address and 

adopt each and every comment contained herein, as wellas those by any other person or entity 

Page 25.1~1 and 2nd Lll  pars. The pertinent information is summarized in the h o m i c  
Appendix (See Volume 7). The vaffic analysis by the Regional Planning Commission is on file 
at the New Orleans District. 
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PLPWOOUL*. Ug+ amd.ww 

February 13, 1997 

Colonel WilUam L h e r  
Commander & D i i e t  Eaginsar 
New O r h  District 
U.S. Anny Corps of Eugheers 
P. 0. Box 60267 
NW or~eans, LA m160 

W Industrial Lock Replacement New Orleans, LA 

Dear Colonel Conner: 

CoUe Toan'ng Company has operated Ngl on the Miaslasippi Gulf W t  since 1878. T h y ,  
we operate a total of eighteen boats including ten dedlated to the deliwry of 3,S~CXlJ 
tom of coal amm& to Pon SL Joe, FL bv way of the Industrial Loelrr and ICWW East. 
As a charter member of American w~&G O~eratos. and a memeber of thc Gulf 
IntraeoMsl Canal Asmdatio~ we request chai ~ i n c l u & ~ t h c s c  written eomwms In the 
record on MNG due February 24, 1997. 

On the sub it may appear to rome neigbborhwd midents at or near the project site, 
that (here are no diren bene6U to the mmmnnitv. In h& thc adlacent residents and 
members along the entire route recaw subtle beiefits *hi& dire& afle* Wu cost of 
living. Locally, nu- long-term conamaionjobswill he neatmi, as v s U  ah an increue 
in the number of pcnnanent water related jobs. Without the removal and new eonstrudion 
of these PntiauaGd lodrr, cxistinr job supporting the local economy will infact deaesce -. .. - 
over tha & y s p n  

Regionally, the mst effsctlvenee olthc project Is even more rlgni£i&nt. Pornample, barge 
M e  moving Esrt out of New (Meam m Gulfport &ate Docks and Mishippi Powr, Pori 
of Paseanoula Chevron USA Misslrsi~~l Phmhate and Imemtional Pmer Cnom~; 
POM o f ~ o b i ~ e  and ~amaceh and GI to &a City, norida, as well 'q 1 ~ .  41 
barge4 CoUe delivers amally to Port St. Joe, Ro* for electticdl power generation 
acrrrrmt for only soms of the procEuas and asrvlces pmvided by the sxbtingwatamay. AU 
of this waterborne actMtygenentw atable employment and product savhgs at tbe consumer 
level 
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GULF SOUTH MARINE TRANSPORTATION, INC. 
OPEPATIONE: MAILING*WRESS: 

622% ANmn WWY, Sub F P.O. h (0709 
~u~n.I.4701~ N(nrOhul.U7018lQ7M 

PHONE ( W )  737- . FA% M14.7374Q37 

February lath, 1997 

colonel William L. Conner 
District Engineer 
Corps of Engineers 
New Orleans District 
P.O. BOX 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267 

RE: Replacement of the In- 
Harbor Navigation Canal 
Lock Project 

Dear Colonel Connerr 

We wish to thank you and the Corps of Engineers for allowing 
Gulf south Marine to respond at the public hearing held on 
January 27, 1997. 

Upon further review of the revised proposed replacement of the 
Inner Harbor Navigation Canal Look a/k/a Industrial Locks, we 
wish to state for the record that we are in full support of the 
project as outlined at the January 27th meeting in New Orleans. 

Gulf South Marine is che owner and/or operator of inland towing 
vessels ipushboats) which three-quarters of our operation 
Drovides trans~ortation services on the East Gulf of the I.C.W.W. 
bur vessels cail upon such ports as Gulfport and Pascagoula, MS, 
Mobile, Alabama, Pensacola, Preeport, and Panama.City, Florida, 
just to name a few. As a result of our company providing 
this service, we must use the Industrial Locks on a frequent basis. 
As a result, when the Industrial Locks are closed for repairs, 
or may have large delays, such as the fact at the locks today, 
the financial loss sustained by our -any is substantial. We 
estimate that in 1996. Gulf South Harine loss in excess of 
$150,000.00 as a result of the closures and long delays. 

Based upon the proposed new lock project, larger lock, etc., 
delays should be reduced and therefore* better services can 
and will be provided to the industry and the public. 
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H.C. Freight Systems, Inc. 

Calonel Wtlliam Comer 
District Engineer 
U S ~rmfcorps of Engineers 
P 0 Box 60267 
New Orleans, LA 70160-0267 

February 20, 1997 

Dear Colonel Conner. , 

Please accept rh~s letter as my suppon ofthe U S A m y  Corps of Engineers plan to 
replace the lack on the Industrial Canal m New Orleans I am aware the vanous 
neighborhood organizations are oppoged to this plan, and whrle I recognize there will be 
some auto t r a i c  problems assoc~ated with this move, it is crucial for the economlc 
sun-wal of the Port 

We have to be forward thinking and we have to be willing to accept temporary discomfon 
In favor ofthe hhlre benefit for our citv and our oort I serve on numerous mdustw 
related boards and committees and am willing to help in anyway 1 can Please feel freeto 
call upon me ifthere is anythiog I can do to help ensure approval of this impartant 

Sincerely. 

% = L a  .n- 
~athleen H. Norman 
KN/ 

Comments noted. 

POST OFFICE BOX 19486- NEW ORLEANS. LOWSIANA701790d86. (504) 484-8411 SFAX (5M) 484-€463 



GEOR~E H. THOMAS , 
*- . 

JOHN T. MCMAHAN 
*Mh* 

Im I,, 0.. WL. SW. ,307 
Y.U.U. I.... ROI 
DI: ,111) 162.1111 
h. 170nwsm 

January 24, 1997 

PRESTON N. SHUFOR) 
*"a*- **-*nn 

MARK E. FLVNN 
MIlUMCUn 

HIGMAN BARGE LINES 

District Engineer, Celmn - PD. 
P.O. Box 60287 
New Orleans. Louisiana 70160-0267 

Re: Indunrial Lock Replacement 

Dear Sirs: 

I have been employed in the lnbnd Towing Industry and haw used the Industrial. 
Lock reaulariv since 1966. Over the vears. I have heard a lot of talk about . ~ 

repimini the-Industrial Lock and the need to replace this Lock is well documented. 
The benefits far exceed the cost. Yet, over tnirtv-five years have passed and we 
are stlll discussing fhe replacement of lhe Industrial Lock. 

Think about the thirty plus years of economic development resuiting from 
Improved marine traffic flows east of New Orleans that could have benefitted not 
just the local community in New Orleans, but, communities In Mississlppl, 
Alabama, Georgia, Florida and beyond. 

Think about the countless days users have lost and the costly idle equipment 
waiting on this dilapidated and obsolete Lock. 

Think about the money tax payers could have saved if this project had not been 
delayed so long. 

Think about how much more il wlll cost tax payers to delay the decision again. 

Do not ignore the local citizen's needs, but please eplace the lndustrlal Lor$ now. 
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Remarks Pruented by Dick Watson 
Public Hearing of Jndostrial Cand Locks Replacement Plan 

January 27,1997 

Mv maw is Dick Watson and I am .en&n in mvomacilv as Ch.irrmn of tba Boud of Dirraon 
~ 

a i ~ o l ~  Cross School whose membek haveauthdir;d &tosped io behdfofthek co-r 
regarding the adverse atTed of the M-NC Lock Rojecl m Holy Cross School 

As I aative of New Ollem~, m e  *or  family-gfmdpnraats a d  pamts-~IW lived h this 
nsighborhwd IS reddaata a d  busioeesmm Tor mom &.a 75 ycars, hoh my 5th- md I wm 
born md nised Hithh a do- blocks of LLis ochool a d  the l o c k  I LNO +wd, ~d WII .D 

lm&g panicipnt, io the physical .ad smromic dmsaticn h&ued by Hunicma B a y ,  tbe 
oenaive esonomic mncussiwa ofwhich u e  dl kh tod~v. I how 6fsl h a d  the 14 liFo 
h>ratioa of living 6 thir isolated aeighbo&ood: balmdad b; the ha amd the c u d ,  cut off tom 
the c* by dmw bridges .ad separated hom "The Puiob" by bath madc@al bomduies md 
Jackson Barracks. 

We mav be rm m h a n  but we have a hislow. For oeutv 140 venra Hob Cmae-tba dkiou8 
c o n & i o u  anithe scboo~bnve hem knnchor of & b i i . ' ~ o  &so, ~h.t (hirna11'd 
historic distrid has taken Holy Cmn as its name. 

I ahould like to b e  wah ynu a resolulh pasred by ow Board an innmy 16,1991: 

Whlle tm appectole the ocomn#cslgnlficmur afthe lock l m p m m e n t p / K t  s the r ig.  ~c 
regton, he nodon d t l n  m l l m e  I h b y ,  w lekwue k l lnr  t M  It mll have &rse 
e c o ~ m l c  lmoacl on H& Crars S c ~ l m d n e i ~ h b ( ~ ~ h c u f w h f c h w e  do no1 bellem hnr been 
adeqwlely ~-enfed by the US Anny cops 0/En@neer~ In i b  Y ~ ~ D w s N ~ ~ D .  Zwnfon. 
The B~omdof Dlreclor3 ofHoly Cmss Schodnspec~ ly  n g w u t  that Ih. USAmry Cpps of 
Englnern lnitiot. and/ullyfwrdm indepnd,nt ec-Ic impoctsndl. to be c&hd by o 
p&el of l a a I  e x p m  lo qurmnfy the h r s e  ecofImnlc impat of ~ p ~ e c l  m Holy C r w  
Schmlundt~Hoh,CrarrIIlslarlcDf~nlct Ililow. b e l k f f h a t o b l e c f k d b o h  sucha 

The advatc ecrmomic Dpan oftbis projm to Holy C m  b more far mching &m h e  loss of 
d t i m  .come d h g  the comCtiOn pblw due m OGODVeri~w smd day m m a  Holy 
Cror  is the & d IMIC middle u d  high schooli the 01- New Orl- m The Ion of. 

grader b&e loss of a stud& Tor o@t y u n  

In bis rermrls. Brother Stepha WalPb spoke ofdl4 h d y  legrcy of Holy Crow, Anow me lo  
illustrue My h t h n  was wabls lo anmd Hob Croa but ashis only child he wuld sad um md I 
began m the s w a t h  @a (the enlioa @ r tbe tim) As a r e d  of the slMda 
cxgrerred by m y p m n q  my 6w ( 5 )  dl p ~ d m c d  tom Holy Cross W m k g  in the fUB 

~kan we nsbw m mmments made at the public meeting. 
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U homcovarn rHUa nu Unorie dbekA am c4uEri.d by ths W.htioo1 
rwudiog home impmrramt and U b a -  p m  lo( be (Int a p ~ d  by the 
BDLC, why rbodd the Cwrps be exampi k m  rlpilv local revim7 

Shce s 10-1 h e w o m o r  n e d s  special p r r m b ~ i n  l. p t  8p a &aim hL l am im 
lieu d an hb(OriPaq*(omct m011;hi kotl bmC* fl the CmP ib.+.III(O. (Le 
b.adiacl d a  W a r  whltb wU&dy uoda the hbtwriul i.UwkY .(the a h 

Page 3. QmUon 1. Tha HDU: har ban involved in this project for a nu* of-. 
A mprcaentalive oftbe WDLC plaMpatcd in ibs Ncighahood Working Orq0.p meellops. 
hdcctings wen held with the Executive Dimtor to discuss IIW pmjcct. Representatives of the 
HDLC werc z h  involwd in the tau of the pow nu in early 1992 with representstivg of the 
Advbmy Council on Histotic FmmwIofl and IIW Lduirii State Histnic Resemation ofim. 
Bolh Muc Cooprraud La(mntine ins t ,  aa qm.smldm afthe Bpa(er and Holy W a  
n s i g h M  orgmizstions md aa members of the HDLC have beulinformcd of progress in 
planning this prPlic& 

l k  Pnaamnirm Reaourm Center Is apri* gmup with M official mle in roviow of this 
pmject NarrrUlclcls. the Corps ofEngineers sent Urm aeopyof theproporal plu. for their 
mmmeot. 

~orps  hn camltoi with the HDLC on this project om; anumber of ycan I l te  C& ph& to 
mnllauccmrdbmio~l witb the HDLC to mum. that no adwrse impacts m l t  from any 
improvements to horn in thc mcr 

Page 3, Qucaim 3. M d m  with m y  loed rcaldents d u n g  m url*r pbare of 
plmnlng forthis p j e u  iadieatcd dm neighborhood midents favored a nodwall hbad d m  
enlaged lcvw. Lnvw expmsiw amold hnw ma. saia. impcls on h o u ~  near the levcs and 
urhaolopical propctties utdcr 6 &. Thc "fold d m d  floodwall wa, included in the find 
plan aa a way to redwc potential impacts on the and pcaem the historical 
integrity. Most of the lime the &data ofthe Holy Qoas n o i ~ b b a h d  wiU still haw the a- 
uwbsrmcrcd view that they cummly bava 



An Analysis of the Ecenomic Impact 
of the Induatrirl Caul Lack Rcalacamt P r o i d  ~. -. ~.- 

on Holy Cross Middle ~ ~ ~ a n d  High School 

Tl& npo* p n p d  by the r d d n i m t m  ofHoly Cross Middle School md HI& &hoot 
at the dimdon ofth B o d  of- @dm naaessml ofthe negative d 
imprct0ftheU.S. C o r p s o f ~ ~ s p l m t o l o p t o r t h e l o e k r o f h ~ s l r i r l c r m l i .  
New O&aur At h e  is the prwosd ovpm slosms of the St C h d e  Avmw Bddm - 
r thmughal projca I nruivs -&of&& is -to 
accommoduo conmuctim Botb ofthus facton d h  r debililltLy of6pa o n h  emohvat 
and ocha coolomi0 g a M n s  at WCmu Mdd* Sobool md KyL School 

2. Rormtly. 65.7 % ofths h l d a ~ m l o d r t H d y C ~ o u i w v r * o f t h e  hduarLICdand 
depend oa h S t  WRde Avauo Bddge k accsa 
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I lwin I~a.cron. P.E. 
~ m e t h  H. ~ ~ b u l h l i n .  P.E. 
Craig M. Clement 

February IS, 1997 

Colonel William Comw 
Dinrin Engineer 
U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267 

Subject: inner Harbor Navigation Canal Lock 
R ~ p l a ~ m e n t  

Dear Colonel Comer: 

After rehew of the anicle in the T i e s  - Picdyune md idonnation received 6om the World Trade 
Center. LMC Conwllinp Enninrtrs endorses the U S A n n y  Corps o f E n g i n m  plan to replan 
the lock on the lndust&l canal in New Orleans. 

Obvimly, pmjcn of t h i ~  ms$nicudt will affect all of w r  livsJ directly or indinctly. Smtt of 
us will mnirnce ineonveniace but all of us dl benefit. The bottom line tvill w l t  in a major 
improvement to our economy, both long and short term. Our Pon needs this improvement and 
with it our potential for growth in World Trade will takes significant step fonvard. 

As a businw mganhtion conmedwi th  growth in the Port and the metropolitan area, along 
with our community's involvement in world trade, IMC is in supporl ofthe project. 

Yours Verv Tmlv. 

Commenls noted. 





CORPORATION 

Colonel William Conner 
Commander, New OrleamDirtrict 
U.S. Army Cwps otBngiwrs 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana 701614267 

Rli: hdumial Cdnal LockRepllcemmt 

Dear Colonel: 

I am writiae to vou as the inknd maink re~resentative of L a k  Cornoralton. 
Lafargc Corp. is -a kcrton, Virginia b e d  wtulnution m s t ~ - c o m p k y  with 
con$iduable anivitiu l o ~ l u d  dong the U.S. Inland W U m a p  System. Awng the~e 
aclivitiu are a lagc dirtribulion facility located dong the Eat1 lmcnoastal Watuwayr and 
several ready mix wncrele sitar thmughovt the &eater New Orleans rn 

Lafargo is in fill support of the Army Ccrps of Enginem' ament plan to replace 
tl~e lock on the Industrial Canal. This I d ,  in its current state, credtu mendous  delays 
in baqb a d  ship hsffo into and out of the Mssirsippi Rhw charnel. A new lack wid 
greatly reduce tnffio delays. impmving ahipping ~cicncias thvcfon adding ewnomio 
value to the City of New Orleans and the many busins~ss that operate slong the 
waterways. 

L.f* Is wmmincd to rendering any support neowsary to See that the Corps 
current plan for a new lock is implemented. 

~ . ~ c h a c l G o r d o n  . 
Direstor, Barge Opentinu 



Colonel W i l l i ~ C n n a  
Disrrin E-er 
New &I- Di&d 
us. A n n y C 0 r p o f ~ -  
P 0 Box 60267 
New Orlssru. LA 701600267 

st* M: b q e r  engsgid in bmbmwm ollopud &ml- pohw& on mtn d m d  u~d-tal 
WW-yS 1 M ltndvlg you llvr leer Lonrpa. U MI'S 3uppm lor h a  plannrdr~placcmmt of rhs h r  
nvbor N..o$.c.~~ C-I Lock. molrmnmnly *now hdaural ~ a k  

Induuisl LC& is pi of a vely i m p u a m " w . y  fa rMMT.  n d  mmy ohm towinB mp"in. For b w a  
m o v h  east and west bNirrnNcwOrlewamdLkearlmoad of  the & I f  l n m m a l  Wsbnvnv there i~ no ~ ~ ~~~~~ 

aiu& s1l-weahrr roub  kt you ctndepndmpar-rounh. with rha exirting~osk in im present rtstc of 
emreme weu from doolder of remi- h c p u i b i l i ~  of lodiclolurer due la bwkdown in-e.r daily. In 
M.M.T.'r ctac, we supply several wminals in Alabama. Oeorgis andFloridarha1 u. acmuiblc by r a n h t h c  
tnws through hdvrVlal Lock Loskslo3- eEc.1 n d  only the wnomio wel l -k4iofMM.T. but Lkt of 
rhrsemm~tcrminal~ m well. h some ctacr. rhac lumimls s-at bc auwlied bvtrvsk or mil so~cliable 
marine h&portalian is ausiailc hcl.cnistacc In addilioh svppartin&h+s;ushta mtdrmm fuelem 
m d ~ u ~ d i ~ r r  are hurt bv loekoloauu beesvrcthev. tao. me dmmdent onrhcmarinr Uwromdon  indmhr 

hrearhuphLo-i&r~rqbemmtolhhutridhkMbcUam1e.UaMpl.y. in 
suppning indwhirr laud in the Souhem1 d h o w  h h lodimuld &he e m  m m  h l l m l i c  Lo 
pr-tive industria. Msnyof Uarnwmstarisls m d  6x1s d byEd.(ingSouthinsInn h d 4 n  u. 
bansported Uuough h d u t r i d  Lock Anew loek would me** Ua n*mmare imertive Lo t v l ~  indvruin u 
+mi= sndrcliebk lmmpMt imsuoharmaM~ Lmwata l imis  oncnadcllnnining factor i n  rhe 



Mark's Muffler Shop, Inc. 
5229 St. Claude Avenue 

New Orleans. 10uisi.n. 70117 
(504) 944-7733 

f/t.pIk xK4P fl6 #Pr/Jd# @VVY -*Jc~#- 
faR Tn'r TI#& of Ar f lw+ THE rr CUH f J* 

c ~ q 1 8 o a ~ 5  & 1 ~ 4 t ; (  ~7.f c o r / C * J ~ ~ / v ~  p /Y&c~+J~ 
f 

t7#D €LPIB/~uI ff  /y* BVJrvYJ f 0 ~ + 7 . t o -  @P- 

f i  MT ~ F / E C T ; ~ D  r o d ,  

As a rcw)l afthe wmments d v e d  at tho blic mkting a d  subqwnt  to ihe public 
mcaiag durin ~w public review period ~npro& pIa bas bern revised loincmpme a 
k!upuy brifge get St. Claude Anunr. Thmpabm im acts to businesses should be 

. CompensaIiw for business I- 1s nill hcluhd in our mi t idon  lm Business 
=have to bs daumcolod lhmugh salcs rn receipts in order to be e l i g i ~  ' 



MARYLAND MARINE. INC. 
, - , n - a r " w * R D D  n0mwTeX*B,,*lO. " l d 1 ~ , ~ L . . I U i 7 l l ~ L w . O  

n i ~ v i a  engioca 
CLEMD-FD 
P.O. Box M1267 

Dep Sir. 

Maryland Maine Inc, is Involved in b a n g  pmdocO .hn$ the W C w  In pMicullr we 
cany cbrmicala a d  p4lmchanlcals inlo a d  out of lhe New Odean8 and hida1 PU Our 
bafgus p thtough MuaMal Lncka on frrgum basis ahUc -cargo hlo. out of and through 
Louisiuu. 

I n d u r a i a l ~ i a a i r i c s l t O t h c p a m o f w B 1 e r b o m o ~ .  Rlamucb~nmctlwna 
n c e s a q  obstacle to a shippcr tryingto nova o q o .  It ia a d&%lion in msc and bcnd~t 
of l d n l  facilities mvwkm alom thcQuIfCo~(t. Our curtomcn. aodwra o f c h e a d d  ad 
nflnd &loum podpoduflp, would &I& lwko h u t  incro~rin~ I& knry here if it had to 
rely on an old, onpdnable  lock Rcplroment 11 Mcdcd to pmvide adable, msc cffccUve 

ha tnre that If you dm't build tho lock we will  m k m w  how many oppammidu will b I o n  
how much grovnh will neva bppm sod od many poIalIdjobs will  simply go somewha0 
else. But It is also m e  ih.l we know thir lock is pawnllyvisrved as adtical link along tho Oulf 

hsdc routes, a villlpu(of lheeoowmis d&+mk hto the next ciuh~ry. 
- 

I urge you to suppcfl this pmJeot and do what will wwk for tlr god of us all. 

sinccnly, 

Comments nofed 



L661 'El m d  
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MILLING. BENSON, WOODWARD. HILLVER, PIERSON &MILLER, L.L.P. 
r-...*ruu.,..'".,xo ."..m.rwrul-.o*ma 

ATTORNEYS 1T LAW 

- 
R"I..#.O., .H- 

."tlO.l....**l "--. .ML,Wo. 
...""I .... 
wu -ww- 
m"m.z,, 

February 15,1997 

Colonel William C o ~ e r  
District Engineer 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineera 
Post OMce Box 60267 
New Orleans. Louisiana 70160-0267 

Dear Colonel Conner: 

Plaase accept this letter in suppart of the plan to replace the lock on the Induttrial 
Canal in New Orlcsns. 

This Firm represents a largenumber of firms in the oil and gas industry as well as ship 
onerators and exvorters and imvortcn who utilize the Port ofNew Odema. All aeree that 
tl;c existing lockknnecting thdladustrial Canal (Inner Harbor Navigation ~sna l )wi th  the 
Mississippi River is grossly inadequate and causes New Orleans to be in unfavorable 
competitive position in international trade and also c a m s  huge unneeded expenses to those 
engaged in intercoastal travel on the inland waterway system. 

We urge approval of this project as.aoon as possible. We realize that there will be 
tem~orarv inoonvenience to thousands of oitizcas who reside below the Industrial Canal and . . 
may uusc  loss to those who live in tha immediah vicinity of the locks. We atmngly believe, 
however, that this relatively small number of citizens should be asked m make this sacrifice 
in return for the greater good which will result in Increased lrade lo  the City of New Orleans, 
increased emplo-m~t & New Ortcans citizens and overall benefits of lo& transportation 
costs to the millions ofUnihdStates citizens who utiliw goods whichmove through the Pon 
of New Orleans 

We urge early approval of this project. . , . 

MILLINO, BENSON, WOODWARD, 
HILLYER. PIERSON &MILLER 

Comments noted. 

By: 
NEAL D. HOBSON, ESQ. 



National Marine4 
-mk 
PDwm1* 
NIM.-LU1O$IZQIIP - 
S S 4 a I B U I F A X l  

February 21, 1997 

Colonel William Conner 
District Engineer 
u. s. Amy Corps of Engineers 
PO BOX 60267 
New Orleans, LA 70160-0267 

Dear Colonel Conner: 

National Marine, Inc. fully endorses the USACE plan to replace 
the lock on the Industrial Canal in New Orleans. We are in full 
agreenent with the Corps of Engineers' view that the lock is a 
major bottleneck to shipping on the national intracoastal 
transportation system. 

NKI is a New Orleans-based marine transDortation comDanv that 
provides barge transportation and torinq aervicas thku~hout the 
national watsways. National Marine also providw freight and 
tovina services to the Intracoaatal East with o v u  420 boat and 
tow l&kages through the Industrial Lock during 1996. 

Replacing this lock with a more efficient and reliable structure 
will become not only a great improvement to all the marine 
industry, but a great regional eoonolic stimulus as well. 

I feel the Corps of Engineers has a t w a d  to respond to the 
needs of the whole community, as well as to the lock users. 

National Marine fully supports'the efforts to replace the 
Industrial Canal Lock. 

sincerely, 

,xi$ .p/61.d9ki 
,- 

G ~ ~ ~ J L .  ~eaves 
Vice President 
Transportation Services 
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Y** r a n c P E .  

Colonel William Conner 
District Engineer 
U.S Army Carps o f  Engineers 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans. LA 70160-0267 

Refcmcc: Inner H h r  Navigation Canal Lock 

Dear Colonel Conner: 

This letter is to provide input and wppml  for the Corps of Engineers plan to replace the inmr h h r  
navigation canal lock on the "Industrial Canal" st New Orleans. As a corporation of pmfessibnals 
involved i n  design o f  major projects including marine infrastmchm, we an innarely aware of the age 
limitations placed upon infrastructure components including highways, mads, b r i d p  and complex 
facilities such aa lockage which is heavily utilized in as rough an indusy  u marine shipping. me 
design procsrr involves a balance between efficient, economical and safe designs, based on the desim 
conditions existent a the time projects are planned. and considering those fururn conditions prajeeled to 
exist during the l i fe o l ths project. As part of the regional profennional community. we have h o r n  for 
many years that the inner harbor navigation canal (IHNC) lock has performed well over its l i fe span, but 
has become taxed heavily due to the volume o f  traffic and thechanger in characteristics i n  barge traffic 
using the system. Bargo transportation companies with whom we conduct business must deal daily with 
the restrictions in their logistic schedule caused by the size and operating characteristics o f  the IHNC 
lock. 

Also as part p f  our coprats experience, we appresiste the need to accommodatd the area residents in 
whose community the IHNC lak  resides. We undmtand the Corps has studied extensiwly the options 
of alternate locations. and has concluded the ban solution for the community, including state and 
intrastate users. is to upgrade the watcnvay & its eumnt location rather than relacate to an alternate site. 
We know extensive investigation, research and sNdy has underpinned this decision, and we are 
supportive of the conclusion. 

I n  closing. we admire the lhoraugh clfonr of the US. Army Corpr of Pnginezn i n  undnfaking their 
studnu, and weencourap your persenmce in *orlung with the Holy Cross neightarhod, the Board of 
Comrmsrlonen at the Port of New Orleans and the numerouo State and Federal agencies ~nvolvcd. We 
wrh you ~ u c r r s ~ .  ~teady achtc,emenr and propers in the goal to mplaee t h ~ r  vnral pan of our etly'r 
~nfrastructure Succerrfully carry.ng out .tr uppadc ulll pro\,dc benefits for the msndcnts. bu~mcvrcs 
and u~crs  for many dccndcr lo come whlch wtl l  oulpaec the benefilr gamed to date from the exlrtence of 
the original rtrucNre. 

E:\cwn\W30O\con02l8.dos 

Comments noted. 









February 19.1997 

Colonel William Conner 
Dislrid Engineer 
U.S.'Army CMps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 80267 
New Orleans, LA 70160-0267 

RE: Inner Harbor Navigation Canal 
Lo& Replacement Pmjed 

Dear Colonel Conner. 

In the mid-1970's. I was a member of the Board of C o m m l s a l ~  of 
the Port of New ofleans for approximelely slx years and awed as B 
president for one year. Mring that tsnurs I b a u m  intimately m e  
of the above captlaad pmjed and worked 9 1 y  herd to asslst Its 
realization at thal time. for many masons, tha projsd has languished 
over the ~ a s t  twentv wars. but now ill Ulo tlme for It lo be drown Into 
real~ty a& tough d&i& patainlng (hereto should be msde As a 
@vale c~iuen, bi~I one who has a s(mng interest In marillme adiv~t~es 
and the aeneral welfare of the city, state a d  region. I w e  that you 
omceedwith diioatch lo det lhisbmiecl underkw at the aarliest 

Most of the arguments thbh have recently heard by neighbomood 
gmups are looking toward big pay ollr. I urge that fair and reasonable 

' mnsideration be olven to that but that mme oftha mtfbitant demands ~- ~- - -  - ~ 

that are being i a i e  be el mlnated. The MissiFlppi River, the ciQ. 
state and reglon all need :his project to be completed. 
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Page I, p m  2 and 3 - Iho complen £oms that affectmarket valuearc numerous and canno1 
be isohfed to *single issllc such as ihe lock q l ~ t p r o j e c t . ,  

Page I .  nnmbu I- Many of* rdb.tiona cited uisc evuy day and haw ntdhing to do with 
the Caps' pmpct. (See anawcr &we. ) 
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B . T B R ~ ~ O ~ n O T ~ T O W ~ ~ P B O P g B T I ) ~ B W L Y B B L 0 O A T E ~  
TUK NOW, DOBT, TRAPFIG OR ElIYE BECOME TW MUCH FOR TEEM TUB LANDUM 
l R l L L B U m m ~ , D B l l d L W D ~ ~  

TEE mn cow MLIF mum m~ mn commn, m, NOW, bwo T R ~ C  
00N0EBTl0N m BaRDLY BK lmslnm A muma POINT Ta m noan BE BOME B m s  
DVRINB TBls PBPIOD. B E m ,  A BUIEBS MARRE? a m  -6 W EWllBK OR 
THO PROJECT bND MIY ROME OWNUUS NEBDINE TO sat ?UMB HOm W TRAPPED. 
~TRE+SlORE, TUB 8 8 A T N E  IMPMI1 TO REAL ESTATE EOOLD C- MI16 MQL TEE 
R W t a D l A l s ~ D D W T O T B B ~ O I l l n M I O I W ~ O I ~ W l s l s ~  

m m c r . w m l n c o R m ~ ~ T H l a m o J g n ~ ~ ~ l a p a Q g a w a  
SITLWION OI PUBLIC DOMAIN WHEREIN W LIIIW- WlU BE AWEMBLT llRBFW 
MD wm rim BE C O M P K N S I I ~  POL mum BBDI~LD wm ni U ~ O M ~  
~ i w o T a P B U l C A T B A T I W P T l ~ D I R U N E W ~ O ~ ~ l l L G l n o a r B U W  
n mu m o ~ m  nwm m uwfim OR m m . m  mmm. 

t!um& 
lVll MlTIEATfON PLAN8 MW83D Bl W ARMI CORPS OF BxsiNEEM 8POOLD TAU6 IBTO 
ACWONT W NMATRL -ACT 011 W BMC ESTATE VALW IN W HOLY EPWls RIBTOW0 
D m m  MD O T r n  ,vmcTm ~ O I I I O O R 8 .  

A n a A m O O L D B E ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ U ~ O ~ L ~ M O S T ~ D n  
W9 PROIBCT lllLL lam W IIlLIOIIL(W TWI IF NKKD TO BBW, THEIR 
nom DUIIWB ma emm TWI wm BU ommsllm son P R O P B ~  vm LO(J~B(I 
obum m w m m .  
P O B l l L M I p L k ~ 0 8 ~ R L T ~ ~ ~ I B ~ A B O l O l l S ~ B a D A T S 5 0 , O W  
noma r n ~ ~ ~ m o ~  A B B D B M ~ ~ ~ B O M M D R ~ C A T K T O  
IV(OTEB BR ma RLT ma nowe ta now m m  omr maaa MD sp MY anvg 
T R O ~ U  mtwie A srns~ u sww mr ma. rwn w m m  co~mucno~, m m c  
WN#ESTION, NOtaKmIRT WLWTION EM XIUED W HOWNE HAMET. WHY BlWLD lsls 
BOMMWNKR BE FORCED TO BEN3 W Is Of PIMk4V WUICB WILL UL1WLl'ELT 
REAP WOK PUOilT8 FOR OTBgRB9 

Pagc2, number 2 -It is not e n v i a i d  that MY businesses would h destmved bv lho mh. 
We do &cognize that the potential exists for soam-hinsst lo he impued by Uie prdjcf~ aidhat  
Is why provlaions have been il~lVdsd in the mjtl tion plan tooffereanpensation to thosc tha 
uc impacted. In ordm to be eiirible, busincssesfkea w o u l d  have to k demonstrated bv such 
eVl&Iim as loss of sales reflectEd in a d c o w  of satestaxcs mllected.  

RyCuding the quality of life next to aems(Ncfion pmject, Ulcn is a pmvirion fw 
relocltion of redidenfa that is indudcd In thedgat ion plan. H m ,  this would be 

cd on a case case basu. ss the p r o  as proposed, should nM haw the lypa of impact 
being depicted by gr. Allen. ' ' 
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Page - 2 - comments regarding t he  IRUC Lock - 1/27/97 

Additional technical issues regarding establishing a lock a t  
Violet: 

(1) V e s s e l s  using the U i s s i s s i p ~ I  River and proceeding t o  t he  
Industr ia l  Canal would involve approximately 115 Ules with 
a ~ ~ r o x i n a t a l v  I hour for  locking time. This would include 
a-& m i l s  coniecting canal batweb the  r i ve r  a t  v io le t  and NR- 
w. 

Presently the  MR-GO passage is 75 Hilms.  This of course don't 
include passage time of vassels a t  sea b i n g  required on 
frequent ocoasions (on8 ship master told me "113 of the time*) 
of having t o  proceed t o  South Pass Entrance t o  board a p i l e  o r  
t o  proceed t o  South Pass t o  disembark the  pi lot .  This can be 
due t o  adverse weather conditions and other nUnerous reaeom. 
Ships coming i ron Gulfport c r  PasCagoUla and then proceedisq to. 
the  ea s t  oan involve as much a s  so miles additional distance 
when they a r e  required t o  board and disembark a p i l o t  a t  
South Pass. 

( a )  The r i ve r  has a 45 fee t  depth channel vs MR-GO which has t o  ba 
continually dredged t o  maintain 96 fee t  depth and it is not 
uncommon t o  have d ra f t  restr ic t ions on IIR-QO. This is a -- - 

ser ious problem for  vessels who have loadad to say 35 f e e t  and 
then when arriving off m. Go or  South Pass f inds the  depth of 
channel has been res t r ic ted  t o  33 faat.  

(3) .A operator andmarinen 's  dream would bc to have a twin dmmbsr 
lock with each chamber being 150 f ee t  width end approximately 
1200 f e e t  length and 50 f e e t  depth. This would allow large 
container s h i m  and bulk c a r r i u s  to use f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t he  
Tndustrial cabal Ccmplex including nichoud canal f o r  possibly 

the next hundred yearn. The proposed St.  Bernard Canal, MR-GO 
and the Mtracoastal Watervay rould have t o  M deepened with 
t he  foremost problem being alongside the docks. You dredge t o  
50 f e e t  alongside a dock tha t  has been designed for 36 f a s t  
aepth you can be faced w i t h  an unstable footing underneath the 
dock aprons. This is an engineering problem and has been 
solved i n  other ports throughout the world. 

4 To keep banks fron caving i n  bulkheading the  bnkm of the 
canal may be tha answer. I have been through the  Cape Cod, 
C k D and Xiel Canals. A s  I r eca l l  there n s  sol. bumold in9  
i n  each. The WR-W and Intracoastal section of this watervay 
should possibly be bulkheaded a s  well. The Panama Canal has 
rock banks and with SPBED LIHITS enforced the banks remain 
stable.  
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The ~ines-Picayune 
3800 Howard Avenue 
New Orleans, La. 70140 

December 10, 1996 

A m :  Letters to the Editor Sent Via FAX: (504) - 826-3369 
I read with interest your exoellent T-P article of DOE. 8th 

entitled "Industrial Upgrade." 

I am in accord with state Rep. Sherman Copelin. "Eat them put in 
a new lock somewhere else." The most praotical solution to this problem 
is build a new lock as planned over 30 years ago at the Violet site. 

A lcck in the Violet area with a channel over to the kississippi 
River Gulf cutlet will allow the environmental disaster knnm as the 
MI-130 to be closed below the intersection of the lock channel with the 
outlet and stop the salt water intrusion into Lake Pontchartrain. 
Additionally this will eliminate vessels wake from destroying the 
remainder of the mar& land in lower St. Bernard Parish. 

It is true there will be an outcry from the maritime industry and 
their allies. the Port of New Orleans. the Louisiana DOTD. the Corps of 
Engineers, the coast Guard and last bit not least the St..Bernard - 
counoil. Unfortunately this group has consistently through the years 
refused to eetablish cammaan sense s~eed limit= in the MI-GO channel which . -. --.- . . -. .-----.- - - - ~ ~ -  - - * ~ ~ ~ ~  --- 
has greatly contributed to these eroding wetlands. 

With a new l&/channel built and establishing SPEED LIMITS to 
protect the banks in this lock channel it will add to the transit time of 
veseels between sea and the Industrial Canal comlex but I see this as 
a viable alternative to this bottleneck. The wiitive side for 

Leaving the Industrial Canal lock in place and having a large 
shiplbarge lock with twin cb-I at Violet will certainly enhance 
naviaation flow between the Itississiwi River and the Intraccastal 
watekay as well aa the Industrial c%al complex. However, I dcnlt 
believe-the citizena of St. Bernard should ailcw the Violet Lock to b. 
constructed without closure of the MI-GO to protect the lcck canal waters 
from salt water intrusion and area flooding. 

Dean ~ruch . 316 Southern Road 
River Ridge, u. 7oxa3-ao69 
Phone: (504) 737-4499 

12/11/96 Note to T-P staff-httn: Joe. 

This is my third and final reununded draft if you choose to print 
this letter. It will make waves in St. Bernard Parish but this group 
should Share the misery with the rest of us when it comes to acoepting 
needed waterwa commerce development. Ptotecting tIie wetlands? closurs 
of the m-00 with protection levees is the answer. Capt. Dean 
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35 
QUESTIONS WR THE CORPS - JANUARY TI. 1997 

1. Notbation: On a lettclr dated 10 Deannber 1998 you stated that a public hearing 
would be conducted mldJsnwy and publk review pmcsss wwld wndude January 
n raa7 - ,  

' 'A. Why did I not receive notice of this hearing mil January 147 
0. When were the notices sent out? 
C. Haw maw noUces were mailsd? . . 
D. How may 'wwes wen writ o u  with the wrong date 'Wed Jan 27 '? 
E. How many wrrected notime ware u and when? [I never got m a ]  
F. How many churches are tiwe wlmln %block radius the project and how 

manv htlcas were sent to ctn~rdm in time to oublish in oarlsh 
. .. .. !&,....a. - - - 

G. HOW many tad mnm rp sent to Neighborhood and CIVIC 
asmdatlon pmswws, secretarlrr, board members, or newsletter editors 
wlMn the project area? The Bywater Neighborhood Auoclatlon 
nswalsffer has been a monthly far wer 21 years and did not recab any 
notica ol the oublic meetino 

H. Whv dld mu ediedule a heark for the last dav of the oubllc revlew onrIcd7 ~ ~ ,.. .. . - ~  - ~. ~~~ ~ ~ . .  ~ ~ ~7~~ ~ ~ - r~ ~~ 

I. %-i Dlsblct Englnwr can&& a meeting for whlch notice remlwd l h d  
the 'Huddle' at Holy C m  as the mMllng room for a January 22 meeting 
of the Nelahborhwd Wnklm wow. Sinw the meeting was not held at 
the huddi whar lndlvldual %i wsted to direr4 m l e - t o  the conect . . 
meeting rwm? 

J. Why was tha notice of the mwtlng only published once in the Tlmes 
Picayune newspaper? 

K. Which Other media ware contacted and on what date? 
2 Tree relccution: 

A Where h the El8 is the bansplantha of the trees alongside the exiclting lock 
addressed? -. - . . . . . 

B. Why did the D~srrlct Englneer purport to haw, raised ihe issue of savlng 
these trees and r ~ ~ d b  the reswnse mat they would wobabh, end UD 
Yrrewwd," when h fact the BNA raised thls lswe yeais agof 

C. Why are the trees alongside the canal dying? 
D. Has the GOIPS done an inventory and asssssment of these trees and is there 

a p r o m  h plaoe to fertilize, pnne, and polect these bees until they 
mlght be refocated n the prole& moves fornard7 

E. Has the Corps consulted with Dlsney abwt thelr successful transplant of 
mann, Uve oaks In Orlando [a project bmught to thelr attention by BNA] 
and I so, why was this repcrt not shared with the Neighborhod Waking 
Group? 

3. Coast Guard Statlon relocaticn: 
A How many jobs may be nansferred out ol our nelghborhwd i f  the station is 
relacated? 
8. What wlil be the net loss I0 our nslghborhwd emnomy. 1.8. restaurants, 
lbmberlhardmue end other stores If this station Is moved? 



PAGE 2 

4. SPCA 
A. Has IhB Soclety for the Prevention to the C~e l t y  to Animals et 1319 

Japonica [In me snadow d Me laks] been n c l w  d this poposed 
Project? I 

B. Whst elled~l~ th~s pmbd hay on the SEA? 
5. Unlon Tralnlnp fadllly 

6. USPS 
A. Has the Bwam statlm at Vie United Sl&m Postal MMI iln the shadow ol 

t h e  eristng st cw Aveque brldge ramps1 been notlied? 
8, whaimpad on their operallons wlll (his pmlecl brlng to pas? 
C. Will our maY oervlce be adversely affected? 

7. Munidpal Assassor 
A. Has Mr End Wllllams, the r lor Um 3rd MunLclpal Dlslrlcl, whlch 

covers bolh sldes cd noafied ot this pmle*? 
A. Has Mr. WlNams, vhea  job It to assess v m  velw for the purpa~s d 

CIN and Slate ad valorem I&, s teen asked hls omfesslonal onhion 
abixlt the eftects at th~s p r o v  on area property &IW? 

8 DlaMcl C ReomsantaWon . -. . -r --- 
A. Why has me Gistria C Cmndimm. whlch awus me wsst elide of ttw 

InduoVlPl CMll In ByuMer, hlstorcally been excludes from the DlanrUnu 
omcsss M O W  Il has Included omer iecw dfidals? 

- 

A. 'page 25 of the Ikaft NaluaUon R e W  MltlgaWon Plan rtatsa thst The New 
Orleans D M a  dms nct expat4 net i m m m  to result' If Ws is so 

a1 thls armbulbn when it 
Workina Qmuo maellno? 

C. same point was r f h d  in my i 1995 as cimwner;ted in h e  m~nut;ls 
page 4. W pparagaph, relening to lhn Aprll Draft of lhn mwalon plan. 
Does the C v  just recud m l n w  and then Ignore wsbm or points 
raised therein? 

10. Mass Transll 1 
A. What good MI1 ralls be on me mw St. Claude Wdge as popcsad if mere is 

M system of M a s s  (ransit lnmrporamd lr thw mlllgatlon plan? 
6. Doe6 lh$ Corps really thnk lha! 'R we build It, they come7 



February 20, 1997 

Col. William Canners 
Corps of Engineers 
P. 0. Box 60267 
New Orleans, La 70160-0267 

Dear Col. Cmners: 

r am against the expansion of the Industrial Canal Lock. 
Not enouah information has been done on the environlnental iwact 
of this project on the surrounding community and on the marine 
life of the Miseisaippi River and the Gulf Outlet. Both will be 
affected drastically. Has the Corps of Engineers made provisions 
for any kind of chemical or marine disaster? Ro such information 
was provided in the Mitigation Plan recently presented. The Holy 
Cross neighborhood borders the Mississippi River and the 
Industrial Canal and, every day, I see fual and chemical barges 
waiting to proceed into the locks. This ia a disaater waiting to 
happen. You want to make the canal bigger to provide aocess for 
LARGE container ships along with increasing barge traffic but 
provide no plans for emergency situations. 

No studies have been made to ascertain what is on the 
bottom of the canal. You wish to dig it wider and deeper but 
have no plans in place for any emergency situation that will 
result during construction. Any chemical or fuel spill'will 
directly impact thb surrounding neighborhoods. 

We have already seen an enviromental mess made by man in 
Lake Pontchartrain. Row will you insure that this type of 
situation does not come up during and after construction? You do 
not address the effect the building will have on the marine life 
at all. How can you plan to expand the Canal and not address 
these issues? 

I go fishing by way of Bayou Bienvgnu and see the erosion 
done to the Intercostal Canal and surrounding areas. Have you 
taken in consideration the erosion probleme that will occur with 
thie expansion? Were there any studies done to insure that there 
will not be a negative impact on the surroluiding areas both land 
and water? Usually, plans are made after a disaster hagpeas not 
before. we have seen the result after a barge hit the Clairborne 
Bridge several years ago of how emergency situations are handled 
after the fact. This is not acceptable if you plan to cut off 
this area for such a long period of time. You need to address 
plans for land emergency and marine emergency situations and make 
provisions for them. Has this been done yet? 

Page I. pan I. Camnent on ship haffic 

Page 1, para 2, and 3. Bottom lcdimanr have ken analyzed Than we no docwnented 
h d o w  matuials. The roils and d m c n u  m be exavated snd disposed have ken exlensively 
tos(ed lor ths moscnce of muminants. The (sstinn analvsco .rc aommariud in Ute EIS and 
described in ' t detail in the Engineering ~nvestigiaioni( ix B). ths H l X W  Appendix 
(?dl. cd the Envimnmentsl A dix (Appznd'i%!?ur inwdgsllons show thsl the 
ran w the ens1 bank of the IHNC. b s l o w ~ m t  in demh. which is mbs excavated fmmt bvnaas ~~ ~ ~~~ ~~~~ ~ ~ ~~~~ ~- 

channel. containsonlv back& levels afconiadaiiis. ihis is & onlv mat& o&eA for - - 
marsh devclopmt. 

Page!, para4. Broaiqnproblamr in the indwVLal cnnal have been considGnd in the design 
dthepmlccL The projeol Ps planned, will provide a safa, more efficient canal for wamway 
WIG. With the Inclusion dakmpary bridge at St. Uaude Avenue and lhc reduction of the 
elosure time al Claibome Amue to acouple of w k a ,  the impacls to vehicular WIG should bc 



Also, what happens to the land people om due to erosion? 
Are there provisions to colnpeneate the landowners for the 
property destroyed or changed by erosion due to the expansion of 
the Industrial Canal Plam erosion of the Intercostal Canal is a 
biq problem that is currentlv beins iqnored. Are these conwerna 
going to be ignored by the d w  oE ~igineers. also? - ~ 

I do not ~ - :  rorse-the expansion of-the Industrial Canal. 
This plan will destroy both my hcma and recreational environments 
without anv kind of considerations. Nothin. in vour Dlan hsa 
addressed these important iasues. 

- 

g =  sin er y. 

Eugene Cumings, Sr. 
4902 Dauphine Street 
New Orleans, La 70117 
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BOLY CROSS CDC 

February 20, 1997 

Col. William Comers 
Corps of Engineera 
P. C .  BOX 60267 
New Orleans. La 70160-0267 

RE: Replacement of the Industrial Canal Locks 

Dear Col. comers: 

My family has already been victimized by the building of the 
original Industrial Canal and now, you wish to continue this 
tragedy for a second generation. My mother's life was changed 
dramatically in 1913 when, her family was uprooted, their 
property taken, and they had to move in with relatives while they 
searched for a place to live so -e comarce could be 
improved. My entire life has been lived under the shadow of an 
"expansion of the Industrial Canal" project and I a sick and 
tired of this threat hanging over my neighborhood. Living with 
the feeling that one day I may be 'displaced" like my Mother 
has not been pleasant. It is an albatross always circling, 
creating insecurity. distruet and neglect in our area. will you 
explain to my Mother IF she has to be uprooted again at 90 years 
old? 

Your Mitigation Plan states that "the precise impacts of 
combined project impacts upon real estace prices is difficult ot 
assartain, if not possible." I maintain that you have not 
address the "property values" issue at all in your proposal. 
From as far back as 1977, the Corps of Engineere has undertaken 
planing studies. We have pibturee of two replacement proposals' 
dated 1977 and 1979 showing two different renditions, so do not 
tell me there hasn't been a negative effect on our neighborhood 
just by publishing these proposale. Explain to me how you cannot 
place a value on our property now, when you have been studing and 
reporting on .expanding the Canal" fqr over 20 years. Did you 
check the property values over the last 20 years and investigate 
them? - NOT ALL DETERIOT&TION CAU BE B m  ON -1- BETSY - 
According to a ON0 study. the Roly Croas neighborhood has 
remained a viable community for the past 10 years and has not 
seen as much a decline as ocher parte of New Orleans adter the 
oil bust of the 1980's. Have you undertaken such as etudy? 

Your etatement -"The a r u  mill probably continue in its 
declining trand without tha project a d  without any major effort 
by Cha City of New 0rl.m. or. the stat- of LouLslana" is not 
supported in fact. Community plans and aconomic development are 
being done at thie time. Your project derails revitalization 
project in effect now. Row can we tell peopla to invest time and 
money in thie area with the constant threat of decling property 
values brought on by another Corps of Engineers proposal for the 



destruction of our mighborhwd? What somgen#ation deem the 
Corps ot Engineers have in place tor this? Your plan does m t  
Ar+mil enouah informatian to aaawnrrite for the TOPL SIOLWROR ------ 
that will result from being CUT bPF from tha zest of the City of 
~ e w  Orleans. Do you glan to documsnt how city aervissm rill 
mmcinuc to be a d d e d  for the nsidente halow the Industrial --..---.-- -- 
c-1 during tki XiiAlls of construction? 

Thera are a lot of question6 that need t o  be aQdreased in 
the Mitigation Plan before it is submitt4 to WashLngton, D.C. 

The BOTTOM Glm IS TB1S : Tho Quinn-man Family hna 
already been affected by this once and W WISE m -RE At3Y 
D W T  OF m 1 S  BXPAIJSIOU P W .  YOU have built a monstracity once 
and wish to conpond this mistaka by making it biggar? 

F'agc 2 -As ansult of tbemmmcntr fmmthepublic mrds at tbe blic mccting. we have 
included atanpomy bridge at& a d  Avme. 'This would prov ikf~tbe  continuous now 
of Waffis during conslcuction of the project. City wrvias are expected to eonlime at thdr 
cunent levels. 

0 th  CommenD noled. 

Sincerely, 



Colonel WilmCcnaer 
DiiaEngiwx 

Nm(kleans.La. 7OlM)-0267 

Re:mDrdtRopoalMRw 

Dear MmelQnuu. 

H.rrisalirdqperriomdmiardfaym~h&dmimdtbir~: 

(1) D d v t o  BrgeTrdlic 
r Hm are delapto brgemftic l~gged? 
b. A r r t h a e r i b . r c d m u m d R c a d ~  m d i r ~ ~ w h a ~ ~ ~ ~ s ?  ( ~ l m t h e g  

mdy&uP.rmdifu1. lmahsldomm~nidpncesrelhey b d )  
c. 'Delagrtonnigaion a tbr IHNClcck are signdim, n m g i q  beween 6.3 and 16.2 b m  p 

lochge.smyUy.dnce 1984." Whuuwnmsfatbepriweinthoedelap? 
d. Fmmwbadusthiridamai~~~mmpiled? Arr* nittmmcds nimnes? 

a ahsdmilmr (2) L m y  , 
r W unvermcm~~rm*odiub~Pmud&rilbtbeCM(?lrrd,Corprd 

Engin? md d v s  pUm w in- dfidmy md puaiviq  d the h M d  4 b d m  
~ t b a p h y d a l i u a m e s d d z e w e r e ~ .  

b. W h a ~ m o s r m v e m e ~ . O d ~ e d t h e n & q n u  incommrdniaionrlusethcmmug~~~d 
tnllicandfuiliriesbm~to b a  on the pmblrms dmcpria  la popmina +moT the 
cmal? 

I r m b r c b e e n a d h n u d p i a t o ~ e ~ ~ ?  
~l~~~t?~~wauvdiiCFOblemscdd bedvedh-eabuw.y? 

(3) LocmimdthelHNCsv 
r 'The IHNC site is losred i a dmrcly popllned &m m . "  Is P suitable. -ale md 

p e n  I a ? r a u p j a  d m &  mydmdeudrpchprdidle&Lpalabcmdda 
m d ~ W d l o r u c h ~ m ?  

b. Iritpdnpsnidmiywbmlhc h u ~ k m m n b i r s i m l i t ~ I e  apiaccinwbmpajccU 
md this me boppond by 8 g r m . a  7 ' m r b s d R d d e m r d t b r . ( I d m ?  

c. ~ortotbemr~lnnamcdthirdmref~ed~ansu, rrtberrnaveq1Selytob.aba 
maim con. .nd LmUs whicb h m  M bnn included ia pa m? Is it I& to dimis the 

~~ 

h n i c m m d  I&-in&e? Lo'Rid!pb W;IO(I(;W ibc&~ (rimes ~ i & a e .  ~ ~ & b e t  
1995). he & iI ~ r m  1-s a pdq fcin ' Ic f a  the C q s  Col CYrn npliain Frb I596 
tWluchssaemeerr ndtdour '. ~ u l ~ r t t ~ ( b u ~ ~ ~ w w a U n o u ~ u e n i o n P  

Page I. item l a  Information lo calculale delays lo barge traffic b logged at the lock. This 
information ia then eICmanicalI transmiad to thc Navigation Dala Ccnkr (NDC) in 
Wubinnon. DC. whcm it is Anlsincd in the Lmk Paformame Manitorine Svaan (LPMSI - ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~  ~. ~ ~~ ~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~ ~ ~ ~~- ~~~~~~ ~~~~ ~~~~ ~~~~~ - -~~~~~ .-- ~ --, 
dam& Statistics are wblished monLlr forse~scld key I&. ineludinn & c h i c  Lock, and 
;nou.llY for an locks. - - 

b. Lxk pcraonnsl record the snu*l tinu tach vesselaniws n the lock and !he time it s m s  
its approach into the lock. The diffuma in these times replasent chc delay time for each vessel. 

c. The vraisna in average delay low at the IHNC Look is explained by Levariatian in 
UlcMississi i Rivwatagu, which causes fludnations in W a g e  timcs, miations in wawl lmftic 
psttcms. anI7-k downtime. 

d. Thb data b complied from information reoordcd by lock pemnnel. 

Page!! i temla.  IHNC LookopcratcD undsrr 'ready-to-suve' licy. This required all 
tows rqurnng mom than one lockage cy& la him an assisting LOW K t  to move the additional 
low re-u thmugh thc lock chambu. Thts pnetics significantly in- lod: sfficicncy. 

b. Congestion pmblems at IHNC Lock am not thc result of poor mmuniution. 

c Rior investigations h a v e d d e m l  I& nplacetuenl at vahous sites and "small acale" 
impmwnmts such as nplacnncnt of St. Claude Avenuc Bridgc. 

lacing the existi St. Claude AvenueBridge wilhamid or high level bridge and 
rem$,"gridgecurfews ,171. Claude Avenue. Claibome Avenue, and Flodda Avanuc Bridges 
were c o n s i d d a s  an alternative block npleeunent. 

Page I,  itun 3a. The p m w  as revised a h  Ihe public review pcriod doca nci have the dire 
impaeu 

b. The Cow hns lots of wrpaienec in developing projects in urban anas. Howcvw, the 
type ofpmjects is  not normally a locl;pmjm.. 

c. It is possible. but not likely, thst some impacts could be mmsevem than originally 
envisioned. Real stafe property values arc a vcry sensitive issue. Themplex f n c e ~  that 
im ct m& valueare numuous and cannot be i s o l a t e d  as thc lock 
w k m e n t  study. It is posrible that some immus covld bc more st- Lan mvisimed. 
&tinwdcoo~~nation will hdp insurelhqt impacb am offset. 

d. Real estate v d w  h v a  generally risen in LeNew Orleans melmpolitan ma in tha last 
few .w. This wns illuslratcd in a mcenl wicle in the T i  PLcayunc talking about real estate 
values. 

e. It is untrue that Gorps projects talc p l m  primrully in anas wiwe the pople am primwily 
African.Amuicens. 



f. ihc information pmmtcd h w  is unfmded and ti~m is no basis for soeh allegations. 

Page 2. I m  4a. Yes. In l a n w  1995, fwo m&ngs wem held D solicit mmis on the 
community impact miligation plan. In adsltion, a local ~ o j e c t  office was established to allow for 
input fmm loal rapidmtr ills &id public cwndin+~on parrod OII (he drsfldacumnt which 
includesthe EIS wpr exlawled to 90 days which is ccmdmbly mmc time lhan wrmdy allowed. 

c. 7he notice was widel distributed. The media was contacted and did present Information 
about lhe public melbg. 'de 3 manth allwed for blic m i c v  d lbc document was 
riffiIianIly longer fhan the n o d  time alloval a8Rquire-i by law and a d m i n i ~ ~ v c  
rsgulationr. 

d. No. 

e. Yes. 
' 

f. AU qusnUflcd costs hsvc b m  included In tho m o m i c  analyais and Ulc benefit-to-ccst 
RliO. Tho snalysisalso inclucks mitigalion coots designed to Pccount forunquantified pmject 
impaw. 

g. Tbc exfended plmn1ngr;"icd fw the pmjcot and plblic @ciplim in developing the 
mitigation plan has allowed su lcimt time to Identify the gnatcsl ram of project l iablbs.  

gim m Ihe lnatimtlons in lhc Pdj-1 
canal and lock projeot am not releven1 to the 

wnent project 

(Note: No i.) 

j. l l ~ e  repon rmgniacs tho -1 i m p w e m e  in fho nughborhooda. 

k. No. 

1. This would not ba aprudenl action. 
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ry. Thc Holy Qols nigh-; hew?, ram Wi in hum's way. k f = p c e d u  t* 
ad sad lhl~'Smfow~&, r e  Q ampi* a I* dd bug* c b u ~ I  f a  d e e p  r i d e  
-.brim b n s  un m 81 huenuh. TMs is  mkd LLhls h m d e m  n i  m l c  to 

7a, b, andf W i n e  in valuts can be documenled. The cap Md sffa rslationrhip 
betwan the dedim in v.luos and this pmjst b s  not ban es(lbluhcd. 

d. Not relevant. 

8a 1- ship ~raffio in Ulc c a d  imgosss a minimal additional risk barmac vessels will 
betug assisted and 5 slow s p d .  I ~ ~ u u w  in shlpeaffic on the river is not Icllted to Ulc lock 
projwt. 

b. ?his situation h n M  b r i b e  sitlutions ~~la tcd  to this project. 

r Comment noted. 

d. Conlnwntno~. 

a. Commontnoad. 

f. Floodwails srs king consmcted for nwd mbol. and not navigaim safety. 

g. Not pertinent to lhs project. 
-. . -  - ,  . 

m.rn6sro5thiscommhy. 
I. Udgpnrbnrpiliagsmdinil&q,m~ycclllaaemmllWlslmthis~irfMrr 

-le,na pnly bigbligWg tba ebr +lyt dhhiW$ w of tbe m a  rrlirm 
enr~dprdndtbe~bb~oaddtbeacg,tbeopcnlmaHdy~. 

8. w"1Z)mo-pnrhnr~gopr-meto~mqanmri~~~,Nen~m 
f ~ t a e l c q d v g t y ~ ~ d t b i a ~ ?  
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Kathleen maus 
679 Jourdan Ave 
NBW Orleans, LA 70117 

District  Engineer 
C E W - P D  
P.O. BOX 60267 
New Orleans, LA 70160-0267 

I am writing t h i s  ~BCOUSB I am afraid. I am afraid of 
what w i l l  hawen t o  the Holy Crass neighborhood i f  you chooae t o  
begin construction on the canal. The Holy Cross i a  a 
neighborhood l ike  no other i n  the city. I moved here only a 
year and a hall ago and f e l t  so w e l d m  I bought a house r ight  
down the s t r ee t  i n  Septemhr. I know neighbors f ive and eight 
b l o o b  away, as well as e ~ r y o n a  on my block. There is a sense 
of peace and history about th ia  place. Several of my neighbors 
bave lived here the i r  ent i re  lives. I f  the canal project goes 
through, many of theee neighbors have already told ms they wul* 
leave; be it due t o  the noise, hassle, or aafety. The renters 
would definitely e l l  move, leaving m a t  of the houses vacant. 
we a l l  are aware of the mount of c r i m ,  drugs, and danger 
involad i n  areas of high vacancy. Some, such as myself, would 
be unable t o  leave end would be l e f t  t o  deal with the feas and 
dangars of t h i s  once Eriendly neighborhood turned looting bin. 
I would be afraid to leave my house, and afraid t o  come hem i f  
away. .A l i f e  i n  constant f e i r  is no t  a l i f e .  

This area of the levee, around the lover 9th ward, is the 
only area where you can walk i n  the grass and watch the  boats. 
People bring their children rrem a l l  over the c i t y  to f i sh  and 
play along the levee each day af t=  schwl.  Thia i n  the only 
aafe outdoor emerience mnv of these kids ha-. Pleas- don't 
taka i t  away. 

I also fear the rebuilding of the canal on another level. 
besides my i m d i l r t e  safety and quality of l i f e .  This fear i a  
the deepening of the canal. Many s t a t m n t s  ware nude dwinq 
the hearing about Hurrirane Betsy and how the canal yatsrs  
reacted t o  the  hurricane. I fear the increaslrd mount of water 
force in the  IlllOC would be a danger t o  a l l  the surrounding 
conaaunities. 

I chose the moly Crosa a- as my home fo r  it's peaceful 
and friendlv luhrre which is so rare i n  c i t i e s  these days. I 
ree l  tha t  the atnosphere is a s  much a part  of itps histori0 
nature as  the architecture, perhaps even more so a s  it &cones 
more rare. To disturb th i s  area a o d d  be a great crime. 

Para 2 - Reuca(lon a d  8cShdlc fealum have bem inmrporalcd into thc 

Pan 3 -The hurricaac pmlim lsvccs wax umstmdcd subsequent to Humcane Betsy 
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607 Ylood.Street 
New Oel*a~s. La. TO117 
February 20. Ies? 

Eo1. WIl l lam Conner 
U l s t r l c t  Enllneer 
Army corp o f  Enrlneers 
YbOO Prytanla 
New Orleans. La. 

Uoar Col. Connar; 

When a b a r w  h l t  the Clalborne Ave. br ld le ,  the court 
declared the Dock Board nel ther oms the br1dEe nor wars they 
responsible for  pro teot lns  I t .  Now the Corp of Enrlnesrs rants 
t o  undertake another conatruotlon proJect f o r  Dock Board 
replacing the st. Claude b r ld re  d t h  a hieh r lae.  Those 01 us 
wno 11.. In the nelgbborhood and who must use t h l s  brldqe are 
expected t o  endure f o r  ten years dur lng I h l s  proJect. If another 
aooldent occurs. we, the tax  payers m y  have t o  bear the burden. 

The scheme t o  wlden tbs l n d n r t r l a l  oana1 already has a 
oorroslve e f f e c t .  The threat of t h l s  proJect l a  erod ln t  tbe 
v . 1 ~ ~  of the LdJaCent p r o w l t l e s  and wa l l  r a i n  us a8 a 
nelrblolheod. ~ u s t  the shadow of t h l a  a o h a ~  has ~ e p e l l e d  
p o t s n t l a l  h o w  owners and prevented t h l s  b l s t o r l c  nel~hborbood 
from a t t a l n t n u  economlo recovery. Qurthermore, I don't bel leve 
t h a t  the S t .  Claude brldee 10 prone t o  m l funo t lon ,  I t  I s  usua l ly  
the OnlR one worktnu. We do not need a new brldae. 

Other s l t ea  far  the locks are posalble but the  Dock Board 
wants here. Act lve mmbers of the avrrltlm Industry rerve on the 
New Orleans Dock Board bemuse of  an exemt lon  i n  the e tb lcs  
code. ~t t r  the only por t  a u t h o r l t j  i n  the s ta te  that  allow 
suCb an exemption. The members of the Holy Cross neighborhood 
hare nerot la ted i n  qood l a l t h  w l th  the  Corp O f  Bnl I leera but tbe 
COIP contlnuea t o  force t h l s  Issue over our protesta. 

Yeur predeceaaor Ce1. Colw predtcted bsnef I t 8  of *580,000 
d a l l y  I n  for  the  nav l ra t l on  Lndmstry. The 1a0,001 as m i t i ~ a t l o n  
lactic 1. o o m ~ l o 1 o l ~  s e l f  serrlms and. s lncs the s t r a t e r r  rlll 
pay for  i t s e l i  i n  under 100 days; I t ' s  not even a f a l r  &er. 

Pqmph I. Tlw cunml p l ~  is to rrplaee the St. Claude Mdge with a low-rise Mdp, not 
a hi nrc. A tclnpuy bridge w1U allow the & mstmiim s t iv i ty  to take plrc  without 
Ian$* ve~cu~aroutnges. 

3. Thcchoiceoflocariag the aoposedlalr st iu wmnt lastion m made 
becauselt IS h fmm both sconomic and mvironmco.(PI standpoins. 

Pmnmph4. The mitigation plan wn(aiap $33 million d ofrlivitisr, nM $ 3 0 . ~ ~  

CC: sen. John Ireaux. Sen. Mary LandElOU 



Mr. Conner 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, LA 70160 

Dear Mr. Conner, 

Thank you for getting an extension on the expansion of the Industrial Canal 
Project which includes Claiborne St. and St. Claude Avenue bridges. I will 
get right t o  the point of my letter. 

First, I extremelv o w  t o  the lower level bridge that is planned for St. 
Claude Avenue at this time. We are coming into the 21st Century with a 
model bridge that will be obsolete before it started. This is the same style 
bridge that is there now and it should have been replaced 35 years ago. Not 
even a small vessel will be able to go through this bridge without it opening. 
THE ONLY ALTERNATIVE OTHER THAN PUTTING A HIGHER BRIDGE AT THIS 
LOCATION IS TO PUT A HIGH RISE BRIDGE OVER THE FLORIDA AVENUE BRIDGE 
THAT WOULD TIE INTO 1-51 0 AND WOULD BE SUFFICIENT FOR HEAVY LARGE 
SHIP TRAFFIC. 

Second, I Wonolv obiect to the dumping of M waste dredged from the 
Industrial Canal being dumped into any area of St. Bernard Parish. Since 
the revenue from this project will be going t o  Orleans Parish, they 
should get the dredged mud also. Orleans Parish has the New Orleans 
East area. dump it there. Or maybe there is a location on the West Bank. 
But St. Bernard Parish doesn't want it no matter how low the level of 
contamination. 

Whenever a project is planned for lower New Orleans, the St. Bernard Parish 
area generally gets the short end of the stick. IT IS TIME WE HAVE A 
POLITICIAN WHO WILL STAND UP FOR WHAT IS BEST FOR ST. 
BERNARD PARISH. 

Yours truly, 

Para 2. The pro osed low rise bridge at St. Claude Avenue was a compromise agreed on 
while working with i e  neighborhood working group. I t  meets the needs of the project as 
desimed. - 

A new vehicular brid~e. mid-rise or hieh-rise. is needed at Florida Avenue for heft*, t r . i t ; ~  
~ ~~~ " 

flow and improved hum&c dvacuarivn d;er helndurtrial Canal. The Corps does not have the 
aulho"ly undcr the lock replacement projcct lo include any work at that location The Stale of 
Louisiana has been olanntne for s new bridge a1 that lmatton for a nmlrnbr n i v r a r r  11 hnr h**n 

~ ~~~~~~.~~ .... -. ,--". 
assumed that a newbridae here is in  Dart 2 without oroiecl condition. In addition. a trmnnrarv 

~ .....r-..., 
bridge af  St. Claude r\vciue has beenincluded with (he iame lane capa&y m the existing brtdgc. 
thereby eliminating the need to close that bridge during urnnructlon. Only acouplc of wcrks 
closure will be ~ q u i n d  at Clabhame Avenue hy using innovative con9ruclion methods 

Para 3. The limits of the disposal a m  have been refined and all material will be piaced in  
existing disposal areas in Orleans Parish. 



Kathy Muse 
4816 Royal street 
Nev Orleans, LA 70117 

February 28. 1997 

Dlstrict Engineer 
CELrn-PD 
P. 0. Box 60267 1 
New Orleans, LI 70160-0267 

Be: Widening of the Industria Canal 
6 LOCI Replacement 

J 
Te Whom It Should Coneerni 

I am a homeowner as well as bu ness ovner in the Holy Croem 
Neighborhood adjacent to the .k ndustrial Canal. My husband 
and I moved to this area becau of its proximity to the 
river with its wide open nat ral grass lavee and pastoral 
setting - a quiet oasis in an 5 ban environment. Juat this 
morning I walked along the ri er and watched the fog chase 
itself across the levee. Peac 1111, eerene. special. unique 
and certsinly vorth preeervi 1 gt We raieed our teenaged 
daughter here, restored splendor 
and started vhat is nov 

I am adamantly opposed to t e widening of ths Industrial 
Canal. The need for a new lock and rider canal to 
facilitate vaterborne commerce s not in question - the need 1 to accomplish this end at the I dustrial canal site lslll A 
constructi~n project of this a se and duration in the mid& 
of a heavily populated, resi cntial area rill have an 
irreversible effect on our I ommunity. It would severely 
erode our quality of life and 1 vel of health and safety, 
render our property values n 11 and void! decrease and/or 
eradicate our business income8 i nd bring to a screeching 
halt our ongoing neighborhood rjvitalizationl 

If Congress (as it has been kno im to do) does authorize this 
nonseneical project, my concern? are nanyr 

1 )  Ras a construction projecd of thts msgnieude ever been 
accomplished in such a heavily opulated urban areh? If so. 
where? When? What was the res lting effect on the vibrancy 
of that community? What r s  the impact socially, 

plan and was it carried out? 

! 
econonically and environments Was there a mitigation 

2 )  Hare you established a con rate, graphic time line to 
illustrate the beginning and end of each stage of this 
project vith exact dates? "I 

I .  Large d c  pm* in urba~ areas are nof unhad d Right hcn in me New O c h s  
aria. l o  L.&c Pontchmain and Vicinity Hunlcam Prmcction pmject has been undcr 
m~ruudo. shcs Ihe mid-1960s. O(hcr noicsts haw been swalmcled. m sc under ...~~ ---. ~~~~ ~~~ -~ ~ 

cnuhuf(ian, in phases IikeDdlas. ~hi&,~md Kana City. In somo matanow yes. No other 
pmject has mitiwion tothc oxknt that this pmjcctdosg 

2. No. ~hdtimo line will kcome mlidifd who. C n n ~ ~ s p  appmvcs Ulc pmja and 
appropriates money fgr wnsrmotion. 



District Engineer 
February 28, 1997 
Page 2 - R Muse 

3 )  Have you considered the growth in population and its 
effect on traffic flow during this project? 

4 )  How will the traffic congestion be alleviated? 

5 )  Have you consulted vith police, fire and medical 
facilities about access to our neighborhoods in cases of 
emergency? Has a plan been devised to insure immediate, 
life-saving, unhindered response? 

6 )  Have you consulted with emergency evacuation agencies 
to devise a plan €or evacuation of all of St. Bernard and 
the Lower Ninth Ward utilizing only one bridge in the event 
of a hurricane? 

7 )  It is suggested in your video that the St. Claude 
Bridge has broken down a lot and is in need o f  replacement. 
In the 19 years that I have lived in this neighborhood, I 
can only remember a few occasions when the bridge has been 
closed for routine maintenance. How many times has the St. 
Claude Bridge actually been closed due to malfunctioning? 

B )  Will the pro'posed Florida Avenue Bridge actually be 
built prior to the start of contruction? Will it be 
connected to the 1-5101 

9) What plad has been devised to deal vith the continued 
(and I s m  sure increased due to this project) erosion of the 
MRGO Canal? 

10) What toxic substances lie at the bottom of the 
Industrial Canal vhich may be disturbed during construction 
and pose a safety hazard to our community? What plan is in 
place to deal vith such a hazard? 

11) Is there a threat of breaks in the levee as a result ef 
construction and heavy equipment? 

12) With the advent of deep draft shipping after the 
widening of the Canal, vhat is to prevent another 
"Riverwalk' disaster in our own backyard? 

I 3 1  Will the magnificent oak trees be replaced if they die 
after transplanting? Is transplanting really feasible? 

3. Yes 

4.5 and 6. The result ofthc public review process, the plan wa.changcd to include inlothe 
plan a temporary bridgc at Sr. Claude Avcnur anJ innovalive construction techniques at Claibornc 
Avenue. This ulll m~nirnim impacts to traffic. 

7. The Pon of New Orleans owns the bridge and statistics are not readily available 

8. Construction on the railroad bridge at Florida Avenue is scheduled to begin in 1997. 
There is no schedule for the proposed high-& or connecting roadway to 1-510. 

9. MR-GO erosion is not being addrased in this repon. 

10. Studies have indicated that no dangerous levels of toxic material exist in the canal. 

II. No. 

12. Deep drafi traffic through the canal will opcan at slou spreds wth rug arbislance 
Therefore. the chanee lor a rivcrwalk type acc~dcnr in carrcmel) remote. 

13. Yes. 
Yes. 

14. In or& to retain ihe eadhen levees, hours would have to be reevaluated in order to set 
thelevee back. A "fold-downL' floodwall has been incorporated into the plan. For all but less 
than one month out of each year (on average), the wall will be horizontal and out of sight. This 
wall is planned for arcas along the canal that currently has only. This will allow for an 
unobstrucred view of the river. 

1 4 )  Why does a flood wall have to be constructed? Flood 
walls obscure the view of the river and the access thereto, 
attract graffiti, trash and crime. Is there an alternative 
vhlch would retain the natural earthen levee? 



D i s t r i c t  Eng inee r  
Feb rua ry  28. 1997 
Page 3 - K Muse 

1 5 )  How w i l l  l a n d l o r d s  'be  compensated f o r  l o s s  of  r e n t a l  
income as t e n a n t s  move t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  c i t y  due  t o  
t h i s  p r o j e c t ' s  i n c o n v e n i e n c e  and h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  i s s u e s ?  

16) How w i l l  owners who w i s h  t o  s e l l  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  b e  
compensated when t h e y  c a n n o t  sell  due  t o  r e d u c t i o n  i n  
p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s  a n d h e a l t h  and s a f e t y  i s s u e s  c r e a t e d  by t h i s  
p r o j e c t ?  

7 HOv w i l l  t h e  community be compensated f o r  t h e  aamage 
a l r e a d y  done  t o  its development  by  t h e  c l o u d  o f  u n c e r t a i n t y  
c r e a t e d  by t h i s  p ropased  p r o j e c t ?  

181 HOW can you even  th inK o f  c a u s i n g  such  upheava l  i n  t h e  
l i v e s  of so many p e o p l e ?  

seek a n o t h e r .  more v i a b l e  l a c a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  and 
w e ' l l  a l l  v i n !  

Hoping f o r  r a t i o n a l  t h o u g h t  t o  p r e v a i l ,  I am w a i t i n g  ... 

15. Specific details of compensation will bc determined when the implementation plan is 
developed by the community based partnering agreement. 

16 and 17. Studies indicate that there areno health and safety issues created by the project. 

We have wognized the perception of lacal residents that real state values have been 
negatively impacted and haveconsidered thal in formulating the final mitigntion plan.. 

18 The nv~sed construclian plan including a lemporlly bridge at SI. Claude and innovatwe 
construcuon of the Clatbome A~enue  br~dge wll  minimize the disruption lo lhc cornrnun ty. 

Kathy Muse 



Mr. Conner 
.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, LA 70160 

Dear MR. Conner, 

Thank you for getting an extension on the expansion of the IndusMal Canal 
Project which includes Claiborne St. and St. Claude Avenue bridges. I will 
get right to the point of my letter. 

Fist. I aremelv  o m  to the lower level bridge that is planned for St. 
Claude Avenue at  thls time. We are coming into the 21% Century with a 
model bridge that will be obsolete before it started. This is the same style 
bridge that is there now and it should have been replaced 35 yean ago. Not 
even a small vessel will be able to go thmugh this bridge without it opening. 
THE ONLY ALTERNATWE OTHER THAN W I N G  A HIGHER BRIDGE AT THIS 
LOCATION IS TO PUT A HIGH RISE BRIDGE OVER THE FLORIDA AVENUE BRIDGE 
THAT WOULD TIE INTO CS10 AND WOULD BE SUFFICIENT FOR HEAW URGE 
SHIP TRAFFIC. 

Second, I to the dumphg of waste dredged from the 
Industrial Canal being dumped into any area of S t  Bernard Parish. Since 
the revenue from this ~miect will be wino to  Orleans Parish. thev 
should get the dredged'mh also. 0r6a6~ar ish has the ~ e w  orleans 
East area, dump it there. Or maybe there is a location on the West Bank. 
But St. Bernard Parish doesn't want it no matter how low the level of 
contamination. 

Whenever a project is planned for lower New Orleans, the S t  Bernard Parish 
area wnerallv net5 the short end of the stick. IT IS TIME WE HAVE A 
POLI~ICIAN wit0 WILL STAND UP FOR WHAT IS BEST FOR ST. 
BERNARD PARISH. 

8501 Benjamin St. 
Chalmette, LA 70043 

Para 2. The ro osed low rise bridge at St. Claude Avenue was a compromise agreed on 
while working wih t i c  nelghborhwd working group. It meets then& of the project as 
dniimrd - -- .-. . - - . 

A new vehicular bridp, mid-rise or high-rim is ncsded at Florida Avenue for bethrmffic 
flow and imorovad hurricane evacuation o w  the lndusuial Canal. The l h e d a s  not have the 
'authority under the I& mlacunent MOM to include any wall: at that laeaiion. The State of 
Louisiana has been lanniig fcr a n e i  bridge at tha locathn fora number* It has been 
aswmcd that a newtridge thon is in pi of *without ro*t eondillon. In hon. a temporary 
bridge at St. Claude Avenue hss bcen included with (R sanw h e  capacity as the existing bridge. 
thereby ellminatlnx the need ta close tha! bridtc durinn cunsmnion. Onlv a couolc of-ks 
closuri will be reqiired at Claibome Avenuc6y usingirinovativcconstnudion meihods. 

Para 3. The limitsof the K i d  area have& rdned  and all material will be placed in 
existing disposal areas in Orleans Wrlrh. 



February 23, 1997 

Mr. Conner 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, LA 70160 

Dear Mr. Conner, 

Thank you for getting an extension on the expansion o f  the Industrial Canal 
Project which includes Claiborne St. and S t  Claude Avenue bridges. I will 
get right t o  the point of my letter. 

Flrst, i extrernek obis to  the lower level bridge that is planned for St. 
Claude Avenue at this time. We are coming Into the 21st Centuty with a 
model bridge that will be obsolete before it started. Thls is the same style 
bridge that is there now and it should have bean replaced 35 years ago. Not 
even a small vessel will be able to go through this bridge without it opening. 
THE ONLY ALTERNAME OTHER THAN PUrrlNG A HIGHER BRIDGE AT THIS 
LOCATON IS TO PUT A HIGH RISE BRIDGE OVER THE FLORIDA AVENUE BRIDGE 
THAT WOULD TIE INTO 1-510 AND WOULD BE SUFFICIENT FOR HEAVY LARGE 
SHIP TRAFFIC. 

Second, I slm&xkW to the dumping of Ml waste dredged fmm the 
industrial Canal being dumped into any area of S t  Bernard Parish. Since 
the revenue from this pfoject will be going t o  Orleans Parirh, they 
should get the dredged mud also. Orleans Parish has the New Orleans 
East area, dump it there. Or maybe there is a location on the West Bank. 
But St. Bernard Parish doesn't want it no matter how low the level of 
contamination. 

Whenever a project is planned for lower New Orleans, the St. Bernard Parish 
area genetally gets the short end of the stick. IT IS TIME WE HAVE A 
POLrrlClAN WHO WILL STAND UP FOR WHAT IS BEST FOR ST. 
BERNARD PARISH. 

Para 2 The propod low rise bridge at St. Claude Avenue was a corn mmise agrcad on 
while working wtUlthe neighbomwd workiigmup. h- thc nads ofthe pmjeet ar 
A**;""-., 10.6.."". 

A new vehicular bridbo. mid-rise or hi&-riss ia needed alFlodda Avenue for bettar WC 
flow and impmved hum&c m a l i o n  ova lhc Industrial Canal. Thc CapD d m  no1 have the 
authority unda the lock nplac.1 polect to include any work at that I d o n .  The State of 
Louisiana has bean lann~ng for a near bridge at thal location for a number of y m .  I f  has been 
w m c d  mu P near&dgc thcn is in pan of withoutlffajmmndition. In  &ddition. ? ~ p n r v  
bridge a( SL Claudc Avenue har been included with e sam Imfficapcily as the uosllng brrdge. 
h & y  clirninatin~: Ulc need W closc that bridm dudne consmaion. Onlv a eau~lc of we&* ... 
dmri will be =$ired at Cluiome Avenue 6y usiog~nnovative c o n w i i o n  &hods. 

Para 3. The limita of (hedispmal uca havc been refined and all material wiU be placed in 
existing dispmal atur in Orlean6 Pariah. 

31 16 Mavflower Dr. 
Meraux, h 70075 



Distria Engineer 
CLEMN-PD 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans. LA 
701604267 

Gentlemen, 

This is in reference to the proposed replacement of the inner harbor 
navigation industrial canal lock. 

I undemtand the high level bridge at Florida Avenue is a l d y  in the 
Louisiana state's plans. Hopefully, they are planning for the highway to extend to 
Paris Road in Chalmette. Lk (note: This has been in the slate's plan since before . 
the WPA days.) 

The intercostal waterway barge tramc is increasing all the time, which will 
mean the St. Claude Avenue low level bridne will have lo be raised more often 
and for a longer time. About 50 years agorbefore the Claibome Avenue bridge 
was built. almost everv candidate for state mvernor bromised a tunnel under the 
industrialcanal at St. klaude Avwyc. U it Gas possiible to build a tunnel 50 years 
am-why not now? During the buildiig of the m e l .  then would be no delay 
i n M c ; a s  they could use -the SL Claudc Avenue neutral ground as excess to (he 
building of the tunnel. A high level bridge would be acceptable at SL Claude 
~ v e n u i ,  but would be more;nconvenieG while conhuctibg. 

Then are tunnels under the intercostal waterways at the Harvey and Algiers 
canals. (It was possible to build a tunnel lo cross th;€nglish ~han&l.) ~ h &  
two canals join together further wesL The Harvey Canal locks arc uacc! for barge 
traffic eoine east down river with the current to the industrial canal. The Alniers 
Canal l&ks"arc used for barges going wwt down river from the industrial ca;;al. 
The Mississippi River's cumnt plays havoc to barge t d c .  

I WOULD RECOMMEND PUITING A TUNNEL AT ST. CLAUDE 
AVE; LEAVETHE PRESENT LOCKS; BUILD THE NEW LOCKS (ON SITE) 
NEXT TO THE PRESENT LOCKS ON THE EAST SIDE THIS WOULD 
ALLOW 2-WAY BARGETRAFFIC AND WHEN REPAIRS ARE NEEDED. 
BARGE TRAFFIC WOULD ALWAYS BE AVAILABLE (LIKE THE 
PANAMA CANAL). THERE WOULD BE NO COSTLY NEED TO MOVE 
THE COAST GUARD FACILITY NOR ANY RESIDENTS. USE THE $33 
MILLION FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TO HELP THE STATE 
FINANCE THE HIGH-LEVEL FLQRIDA AVE. BRIDGE. KEEP THE 
INDUSTRIAL CANAL AS A NATIONAL INTERCOSTAL WATERWAY. 

Early in w planning s~diw,  we considered a tunnel at St. Claude, but mlcd it out rr being 
unfewbla The pmjeet is  being 
rqulre Nnncls under the i n d u s l n ~  

b acannmodatc Qcp draft vessels. which would 
to be wry deep, unllke the Hamy and Belle Ch- 

tunnels. 

We pnviously invastigalcd a site for UK ~placemmt lock east of and adjacent to the exirtinr 
lock and found it lo k baldly devastating to the local areas amnd  the existing lock. \Ve 
eliminated that site fmm M u  shldy. 



THIS WOULD BE LESS COSTLY TO THE AMERICAN TAX PAYERS. LESS 
TRAFFIC PROBLEMS. AND LESS INCONVENIENCETO THE PUBLIC 
AND THEIR SAFETY. 

As for the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet, it was a mistake from the start. 
The Corps of Engineers knew before it was built. It was all a political play to 
give additional wharfage for the Polt of New Orleans. Claims were that it would 
help St. Bernard Parish, but it has only caused more flooding and destruction. It 
did not really save ship traffic time as promised. In addition, the salt water 
coming up the canal has destroyed the trees and marshes that were a natural 
breakwater for the protection of New Orleans & St. Bernard citizens. Even the 
Red Cross w~ l l  no longer maintain shelters in New Orleans during Hurricane 
season. 

Only the Mississippi River should be used for the large ship traffic. There is 
~ len tv  wharfaee soace in St. Bernard & Plaaumine Parishes that ships can unload 
io ral'lroads & ;ruc'king saxing time. There i; no need to place large'ship 
facilities anvivhere else hut on the river. The nation's tax paver's monev could be . . 
saved, along with there safe& and incovenience. 

KEEP THE INDUSTRIAL CANAL AS PART OR THE INTERCOSTAL 
WATERWAY SYSTEM: CLOSE MRGO AND USETHE MISSISSIPPI RIVER 
FOR LARGE SHIPS TRAFFICING . 

Sincerely, 

henry P. Ponstein 
351 1 Paris Road 
Chalmette, LA 70043 
504-27 1-4927 

CC: Senator John Breaux 
Senator Trent Lott 
Congressman Billy Tauzin 
Congressman Bob Livingston 

We are not addressing the closure af the MR-GO in this repofi. 
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February 20. 1997 

Colonel William L.Conner 
~ e p t  of the Army 
New Orleans District,.Corps of Bngineers 
New 0rleans.Louisiana 70160-0267 

Dear Sir, 

Ny name is Marietta Williaw,and I am resident of the Lower 
Ninth Ward,residing at 6116 N.Rman Strest, New orleana,louisiana 
70117. 

Please find vritten the isBues that I expressed verbally. at the 
meeting, held at Holy Cross School, on January 27,1997,regarding 
the Lack Replacament Project. 

First, I feel that I can support this project, if the Corps. 
can satisfactorily address the following iseuesz 

1. That the Corps include ,in the mitigation project,monies to allow 
for entrances and exits to the DroDosed Hioh-Rise.for Lover Ninth 
ward reeidentm .This ~ r o ~ o s e d  ~ i g h ~ ~ i s e  is-to come through the 
Lowar Ninth ward,from-st; Bernara Parish. The proposed building 
site is on Florida Avenue. In your film, you addreseed the issue of 
the Hiah-Rise .onlv in relation to St.Bernard Parimh. callina it a 
BY-pasi, and propoiing to m e  roughly $0 .3  million dollars,oi the $33 
million dollars, for this purpose.ln my opinion, thie is a very serious 
safetv issue for reeidents of the Lower Ninth Nard.as vell.because 
we ar; currently landlocked,on all sides by "draw-bridges". and as you 
night well underetand.ehould an evacuation crisis arise during the 
span of years, that this project is in effect,that such an eveht 
could Drove disastrous for residenfs of thin area. 
1 understand that you do not have a direct connection to the High-Rise, 
however, in light of the fact that you address the issus in the film 
indicates that it ia an iaaue.1 am requesting that you Mpand that 
plan of the proposed By-Pass/High-Rise, to include accees to Lower 
Ninth Ward resident- for entrances ON And OFF of the nigh-Riee that 
are in the Lower Ninth Ward,and conneots to the rest of the city. 
This access to the High-Rise vould prevent our having to depend just 
on draw-bridges ,for entering and leaving the area. Access from our 
arm to the High-Rise should be one of the long lasting and permanent 
effects of this lock widening project, for the resident9 of this area. 
Possible sites for entrances and exits can be Tupelo St. and Caffin Ave 
When I write of this area. I include the entire area that is below 
the bridge to the St. Bernard Parish line. 

A new vehicular bridge, midrise or high-rire, is ndcd pt ~ d d a  ~ v m u e  fm bencr lnffic 
flmv and impmvcd humcans evacuation o w  the Industrial Canal. The Corp &ow not have the 
~ L o r i t y  under the loskqlacemenl pmlect to includeany work .I tba~ location. lh Stzte of 
Louisiaoa has bean lannin# fm a new bridge a! that location for a number of yean. It hps been 
assumed thdancw&idge hue is in pmof wilhcut pmjcd condition. In addition, atmpnary 
bridge at St. Claude Avww has bean included with the samelanecapacity as the existing bridge. 
thaeby eliminating Um need lo clok that bridge during ccitslmmim. Only a coupk of weeks 
closucc will hcrequind at Clsibomc Avenue by using innovative wnstruotion mhodr 



2. That you implement in your planning some concrete information 
regarding job training .type. of jobs that rill ba available to 
residents rho qualify ,a written assurance that residents vill be 
given a firmt chance at applying for contracts .and jobstand be 
hired if they meet the criteria: that some type of job training 
be implementmd through the public school system that would a l l n  
training for students rho rould like to move directly into the 
building/constrUction trades, after completing high school.These 
workers could provide an ongoing rork force for the variou~ jobs 
that will need to be dons. 
That there be some concrete information on tbe nnmt.sr of real'jobs, 
that vill be provided,the aalary ranges. the duration of the jobs, 
in other vords. 1s many specifics as possible. 
Should the job training include students in the high echo0 for some 
training, that preference be given to the high echools tha$are in 
the immediate area. such as Alfred Lavleas sr nigh. Douglam Sr-High, 
and Carver Sr.Righ ,junt a8 examples. 
That monies also be set aside to train and ra-train some of our 
hard-core 'unemployables".rho have a esrious desire to change , 
and rill need the extra supports in order to return to the mrk- 
force as productive Vorkers. 

3.  hat the Corpe seiiously look at the iaaue of Dredging, and its' 
impact on our area. especially when the river raters rise. Will 
this affect our area ,adversely? Will the levee hold? Can raters 
seep under the levee system and cause it to erode beneath the 
surface? 

This concludes my primary iasues. 

Second.1 think that $33 ailiion dollars ie not enough to com- 
pensate the various areas that rill be impacted by this project. 
I think that the mitigation moniee mhould be higher. 

Third, should the govermmnt. proceed with this project, 
I vould like to be one of the volunteers to serve on the c m i t t e e  
for the dispensing of the funds. I rould like to serve in the 
capacity of a resident. 

Thank you for your attention to theme issues. and thank ydu 
and the Corps for the public meeting(s). 

Ihcpmjccl is designed to malntain the same level of fldprnrotim otvlangwr~rh. 

W& 1111 am. (MS.) 







'm w 8 LIM a a w l w l o  =-%ma wlo ~ ~ ~ 3 n p u  PW a p m ~ j  
'IS R a9pW Lwod~W u p  uolm&e Lq paq~ruplp K W  uloq n q  r w j  K l o ~  R yJnr 

=ulew o) 1-1 WI .-I RIUO m LIIWU~ mm mumaul %am - 101 mmtd SI I- 

' r u a p  uo l ldnp  om Sup~du! plls BUm 
Lq pue 'sa8~m uolrsvairueq pwlunu lnq IP Bn- iq pu. IIWJPI ~ C W ~ U B U U  

p ~l ldruqP V N p  01 MJP ~1.bOldW -Ul MloWltll 'WJ30 poOYOq@la'J 
lo uo!~!uso= I+ uonsO!~l~ PUC SIEI F-w JU .E P- 2 al- 

.epooar nd i q  (qprn~wl aq olonq~wa w PI- 
w V-XWII%U rnw-pm 'load 'pie I@* = m e w  WIO 8~11nC~aab - wm  MI i- I 
no) a i q e b . . n  ~ I I ~ W I  rl,w 6wapm q i l soqo lv~nyrm!~~ ean!msl m h ~ s o d r s j o  uodr3 aq1'611rq 

sn ltoJ iq (spoah d p  llnvnd miplm ql Kq ~laoqo iqnwq 
'qrj mojo 4 n 1 ~ ~ a ~  'wq m n ~ O p I O q  naL law plDw aql iq P o u U ~  6 IenmlIIlD ma an( %arum 
,soy nmnr pa azl- o) swpmo'eam m q mppm am 1 q  s y m w  l m m  jwjoa1$ q.1aAomoH 
'q LloH 10 ~I~DIP a¶ DPq w q  PIMW m 4~11-rnslp v v d w d a d  *I! pw 'poclye~ror a*. 

rJ.da=uy ~ o l p P ~ * W l * . J A n ~ ~ * - ~ ~ W * s a l ~ n a g 4 o H ~ W l ~ W l ~ J I  







SECTION 3 

PETITIONS 





Introduction 

Holv Cross Petition and Petition sent from Alice Harte Elementary 
School.  The Corps has developed a plan for the replacement of the 
Inner Harbor navigation Canal Lock (Industrial Canal Lock) that 
minimizes the impact to the surrounding communities to the maximum 
extent practicable. The proposed plan will not require any residential 
relocations by utilizing innovative construction techniques that will 
occur within the confines of the existing canal. We have also recently 
developed plans for a temporary bridge at St. Claude Avenue that will 
keep that bridge open to vehicular traffic at all times. Additional 
studies have shown that the closure of the Claiborne Avenue bridge can 
be reduced to about two weeks. 

The impacts to the Holy Cross neighborhood have been 
significantly reduced because of these changes. However, there will still 
be impacts. Recognizing this, a $33 million community impact 
mitigation plan has been developed. which has already been authorized 
for implementation by Congress, that attempts to minimize or 
compensate for the direct and indirect impacts the project will have on 
their neighborhood. 

Petition from St. Bernard Town Hall Meeting. The lock is 
considered a separable element under the MR-GO authority. This report 
does not address the MR-GO channel and related problems. 

While we agree that a new vehicular bridge, mid-rise or high-rise, 
is  needed at Florida Avenue for better traffic flow and improved 
hurricane evacuation over the Industrial Canal, we do not have 
authority under the lock replacement project to include any work at 
that location. The State of Louisiana has been planning for a new bridge 
at that location for a number of years. We have assumed that a new 
bridge there is in our without project condition. 
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Omm STfflLEY 
Treasurer 
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A1 Hanzo 
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March 3, 1997 

Colonel William Conner 
District Engineer 
U S A D ,  New Orleans 
7400 Leak Avenue 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, LA 701 60 

Dear Colonel Conner: 

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward and others 
hereby declare our opposition to the Industrial Canal 
Expansion project of the C1.S- Army Corps of Engineer. 
We believe this project is a direct threat to safety, 
environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, business viability, family and social 
fabric, transportation that can not be compensated. 
In addition, nor do we want to accommodate larger 
ship traffic. 

We are attaching a signed petition that expresses 
our sentiments toward this upheaval which is not based 
on unfounded fears but on outrage rooted in awareness. 

In affect, such a project will destroy this area, 
therefore, we strongly withstand the construction 
of this project in our neighborhood. 

This project is not acceptable! 

Sincerely, . A 

Holy Cross Board of Directors 
41 5 Tupe o Street 
Ne 0 e s,LA70117 *---- y Cross Board of Directors 

6115 Royal Street 
New Orleans, LA 70117 
(504) 279-2361, and 

TEE UNDERSIGNED PETITIONERS 
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WlUIPNLN(; OL.' ,TI112 1NI)IJU'I'II LAI, CANAL - -. - - .- - - -. - - - 

We tlie r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Lower N11il;Ii Wa.rcl all& o t b e r s  l ~ e r e b y  d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  I l ~ d u v t r i a l  Ci~llal. exyalls.iull p r o j e c t  o f  t l~e  U . S .  Corps o f  l.:r~girieer. W e  b e l i e v e  t h i s  
project is a d i r e c t  t l ~ r e a h  t o  s a f e k y ,  e ~ ~ v i r - o r ~ ~ ~ ~ e t ~ t ,  r e s i d e l ~ t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u v i ~ i e s e  V l u l ~ l l i t y ,  fa11111.y a11d s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  a s  well a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c a n  n o t  be  compansa t e d .  

We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  W e  l ~ o l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  u s e d  
i s  u n f a i r .  

4 



February 17, 1997 

WIDENING OF TH& INDUSTRIAL CANAL 

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Watd and others hereby declare our opposition to 
the Industrial Cntial exyal~sior~ project of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, business liability, falllily and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be compensated. 

We will not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfakr. 



WIDENING OF 'TIIP~'INDUS'I'R1AL CANAL 

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward and'others hereby declare our opposition to 
the Ifidustrial C'tjial expansion project of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuily, businoe~~ialllit~, falllily and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be compensated. 

We will not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfair. 

NAME (Printed) SIGNATURE ADDRESS PHONE NO. 



WIDENING OF 'S11.B INDUSTRIAL CANAL 

we the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward and others hereby declare our opposition to 
the I~~dustrial Cdrlal expallsiorl project of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, business liability, fanlily and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be compensated. 

We will not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfair. 

NAME (Printed) SIGNATURE ADDRESS PHONE NO. 



Yebruacy 1 7 ,  1997 

WIDENING OF. TIIB INDUSTRIAL CANAL 

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward and others hereby declare our opposition to 
the IilduvLrial C'rrlal expatisiori project of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, busi~~ese liaLllity, falllily and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be compensated. 

We will not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfair. 



WIDENING OF 'J'IIEt INDUS'I'RIAL CANAL 

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward and' others hereby declare our opposition to 
the Iildustrial C,~ilal exyat~sior~ project of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, business liabiliky, family and social fabric, as well as, transportation ' 

that can not be compensated. 

We will not accept this project. We believe the Rrocess the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfair. ! 



February 1'1, 199'1 

I 
I WIDENING OF THE INDUSTRIAL CANAL 

' I. 

We t h e  r e s i d e n t s o f  t h e  Lower Ninth Ward and o t h e r s  hereby d e c l a r e  our  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  I l l d u s t r i a l  C i r d l  e x y a i ~ s i o r ~  p r o j e c t  of  the 'U.S.  Corps of  Engineer.  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  is a  d i r  g '  c t  t h r e a t  t o  s a f e t y ,  environment,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p rope r ty  va lues ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  bus ihess  l i a b i l i t y ,  faillily and s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  can n o t  be ompensated. F 
We w i l l  n o t  a c c a b t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  W e  beliede t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps o f  Engineers  used 
is u n f a i i .  



we t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Lower Nin th  Ward and o t h e r s  hereby d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  Catla1 e x p a n s i o ~ i  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  U.S. Corps o f  Engineer .  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  i s  a d i r e c t  t h r e a t  to  s a f e t y ,  env i ronment ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u s i n e s s  l i a L i l i L y ,  falllily and s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  a s  well a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c a n  n o t  be  compensated. 

We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  o f  Eng inee r s  used  
is  u n f a i r .  

NAME ( P r i n t e d )  . S I G N A T U B  ADDRESS PHONE NO. 

37tdJfl. &"n[det. 943- 0423 - 
3, f d r ~ .  ri VL!! hcrk d 77 - / q / ~  



WIDENING OF TIIB I N D U S T R I A L  CANAL 

We t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Lower Ninth  Ward and o t h e r s  he reby  d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  111Suetria1 Carla1 expalisiori p r o j e c t  of  t h e  U . S .  Corps  of  Engineer .  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  i s  a d i r e c t  t h r e a t  t o  s a f e t y ,  env i ronment ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u s i n e s s  l i a b i l i t y ,  f a r l ~ i l y  and s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c a n  n o t  b e  compensated.  

W e  w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  o f  Eng inee r s  u sed  
is  u n f a i r .  



W N N  0 I INI~US'l'l~lAl. CANAL 
-C --.-----up , . 

We the r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Lower N111lh Ward a t l d ; o t l r e r s  h e r e b y  d e c l a r e  our o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  I l ~ d u s t r i a l  C.11til1 ~ X L J B I I S ~ O I I  p r o j e c t  Of t l~e  1l.S. Corps  of  Idngirleer. We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  is a  d i r e c t  t l ~ r e a t  t o  s a f e t y ,  envirorrme~~l : ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u a i i ~ e s o \ J i a l ~ l l l t y ,  f i l111i .1~ alld s o c i a l  E a h r i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c a n  n o t  be compensated .  

We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We b e l i e v e  t h e  process t h e  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  used 
is  u n f a i r .  



We t h e  r e s i d e n t s l o f  t h e  Lower N i n t h  Ward and' o t h e r s  hereby d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  I i ~ d u s t r i a l  e x p a ~ ~ s i ~ r l  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  U.S. Corps of  Yngineer. We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  is a  environment,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p roper ty  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  f a l l~ i ly  a n d ' s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  can n o t  

We w i l l  n o t  acoe  t t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps of  Engineers  used 
is u n f a i r .  P 



I 
WIDENING OF TIIE' INUUSI'HIAL CANAL - 

We t h e  r e s i d e n t s ( o f  t h e  Lower Nin th  Ward and' o t h e r s  he reby  d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  I ~ i d u s t r i a l  C r r ~ a l  expal ls ion p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  U.S. Corps  o f  Ungineer .  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
project is a  d i r  env i ronment ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  falllily and s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c a n  n o t  

We w i l l  n o t  a c c e  t t h i s  p r o j e c t .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  u sed  
is  u n f a i r .  I 1 
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February 1 7 ,  199'1 

WIDENING OF. TIIE . INDUS'PRIAL CANAL 

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward andaothers hereby declare our opposition to 
the I~~dustrial Cdtlal expa~~sivn project of the U.S. Corps of Yngineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, business liabllii;y, fanlily and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be compensated. 

We will not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfair. 

PHONE NO. 



WIDENING OF TIIE: INDUSTRIAL CANAL 

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward and' others hereby declare our opposition to 
the -1ildustrial Carla1 expallsior~ project of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, business liability, falllily and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be compensated. 

We will not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineer* used 
is unfair. 



February 17, 1997 
8 3 

WIDENING OF TEJE!:INDUSTRIAL CANAL 

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward and others hereby declare our opposition to 
the Industrial Canal expansion project of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, business viability, family and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be compensated. 

We will not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfair. 

NAME (Print) SIGNATURE ADDRESS PRONE NO. 



February 17, 1997 

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward ana others hereby declare our opposition to 
the Industrial Canal expansion project of the U.S. Corps of Engineer, We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, business viability, family and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be compensated. 

We will not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfair. 



February 17, 1997 
, . 

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward and others hereby declare our opposition to 
the Industrial Canal expansion project of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, business viability, family and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be compensated. 

We will not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfair. 

U 



We t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  tile Lower N 1 1 1 t l )  Ward a&l o t h e r s  he r eby  d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
tile I n d u s t r i a l  C.~l~al .  e x ~ ~ a ~ ~ s i o ~ ~  p r o j e c t  o f  tile U . S ,  Corps  o f  E r l g l ~ ~ e e r .  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  is a d i . r e c t  t l i r e a t  Lo s a f e t y ,  e r ~ v ~ r o t ~ ~ s e t ~ l : ,  r e s l d e ~ ~ t l a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u v i ~ ~ e s s  V i a b l l l t y ,  fs1111.Ly slid social E a b r l c ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c an  n o t  be compensated.  

. We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We be l . i eve  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  u sed  
is  u n f a i r .  



WlUIINlNG -- -- OP - :'l'1112 -.- - 1NIJUL;'I'lt -. - LAI. CANAL 

We tlre r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Lower N l r l t l i  Ward a11h o t l ~ e r s  hereby d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  to 
t h e  I t l d u v t r i a l  C ~ l ~ t i l l  ~ X G ) B I I S ~ U I I  p r o j e c t  01: 1.118 U.S.  C O ~ [ ) S  o f  ISrlyir~eer. We b e l i e v e  k h i s  
p r o j e c t  i s  a  d i r e c t  t l ~ r e a t  to s a E e t y ,  e r l v i r o n a ~ e ~ ~ l . ,  r e s l d e t l t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  buui~tess i  V i a b i l i t y ,  f id~l i i ly  alld s o c i a l  f a l ~ r l c ,  a s  w e l l  as, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c a n  n o t  b e  co~npensa t ed .  

We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  this p r o j e c t .  We b e l i e v e  t l l e  p r o c e s s  tlle Corps  of E n g i n e e r s  u sed  
is u n f a i r .  

NAME f P r i n t e d )  





WIDENING OF . ' ~ I I E I  INUUSTI~IAL CANAL ---- , 
I' 

We t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of  t h e  Lower N11 .1 t l i  Ward ani1:otllers hereby d e c l a r e  our oppos i t ion  t o  
the I j l d u s t r i a l  C C I I I ~ ~  e x p a ~ ~ s i o t ~  p r o j e c t  of tile U.S. Corps of 1Sngirleer. We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  is  a d i r e c t  t h r e a t  t o  s a f e t y ,  et~virotl~~letil:, r e s i d e n t i a l  proper ty  va lues ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  buvilless L i a b i l i t y ,  falllily stld s.oc1a.l f a i i r i c ;  a s  w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  can n o t  be compensated. 

We w i l l  no t  accept  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We b e l i e v e  t h e  PI-ocess t h e  Corps of Engineers  used 
is u n f a i r .  

NAME ( P r i n t e d )  SIGNA'I'UBE ADDRESS PllONE NO. 



WI015'NING Ol? .TllE, INUUS'I'IIIAI. CANAL 
7- . 

We tlte r e s i d e n t s  of  t h e  Lower N i t ~ t h  Ward a n d ~ o l l t e r s  hereby d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  to 
t h e  I~itPustrial C.ttral oxpaltsioll p r o j e c t  of  Llte U.S. Corps O F  Engineer .  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  i s  a d i r e c t  Lltreat  to safel ry ,  e r t v i r o n s ~ e l ~ t ,  r e s f d e n l i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  buair tass  ~ i e b l l l ~ ~ ,  Calllily a t ~ d  soc i a l .  f a b r i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  can n o t  be  compensated.  

We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps o f  Eng inee r s  u sed  
is u n f a i r .  
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WIDENING OL* ZIIE INDUSTIIIAL CANAL . I #  

W e  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Lower Ninth Ward and::others hereby  d e c l a r e  our o p p o s i t i o n  to 
t h e  I l l d u s t r i a l  .C'~rlal exyarisiorl ' p r o j e c t  'of : t h e  V -5;. C o r p s  o f  knq inee r .  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  is  a d i r e c t  t h r e a t  to s a f e t y ,  env i ronment ,  r e s i d e n t i a l .  p ropeq ty  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u u i ~ ~ e s s ~ i a b l l l ~ ~ ,  fa1111ly a n d . s o c i a 1  f a b r i c ,  as , d e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  can  n o t  b e  compensated.  

We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  o f  Eng inee r s  used  
is  u n f a i r .  



WIDENING 01.' TllE' lNVUS'I'l1lAI. CANAL -- 
We t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Lower N i n t h  Ward a n d  o t h e r s  he reby  d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  to  
t h e  111dus t r i a l  C J I I ~ ~  e x p a t ~ s i o n  p r o j e c t  o f  Llle U.S. Corps  o f  i n g i n e e r .  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  is a  d i r e c L  t h r e a t  to  s a f e t y ,  e ~ l v i r o ~ l n ~ e n t ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
con t i nu i t y . ,  b u t i i n e s s ~ i e l i l i t y ,  fal l l i ly aud s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c a n  n o t  b e  compensated.  

We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We b e l i e v e  t h e  process t h e  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  u s e d  
is u n f a i r .  



February 17, 1997 

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward and others hereby declare our opposition to 
the Industrial Calla1 expansion project of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, bu8iness liability, family and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be compensated. 

We will not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfair. 



February 17, 1997 

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward and others hereby declare our opposition to 
the Induetrial Calla1 expansion project Of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to Safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, business liablllt~, family and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be compsnmated. 

We will not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineere usad 
is unfair. 

J . ~ C E ~  S>&~T , a , q  C o p d o n  S T  yyS ~ c l *  
L is L\ ' V  FA, !6 A 3Yb # I423 



February 17, 1997 

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward and others hereby declare our opposition to 
the Industrial c4sal expansion project of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a dir threat to safety, envitonnont, residential property values, historical 
continuity, busi liability, family and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be mpensated. 'i 
We will not acce t this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfair. i 





February; 17, 1997 

. ). 

We the residents of the Lower Wlnth Ward and:others hereby declare our opposition to 
the Industrial Ca~~al expaonion project of the U.S. Carps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, env9:onmnt. residential property values, hintorical 
continuity, business liability, family and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be rorpensated. 

We will not accept this project. We believs the process the Corpm of Engineers umed 
is unfair. 



We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward and others hereby declare our opposition to 
the Ii~dustrial ~lrrral exyarlsiol~ project of the U.S.  Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, falllily and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not 
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I 
l!l:li1l:y I ,  199'1 

I 
I 

' WIDENING Or 'fillLC, INDUSTRIAL CANAL 
. .. 

We t h e  r e s i d e n t s o f  t h e  Lower Nin th  Ward a n d ' o t h e r s  he r eby  d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  I i l d u s t r i a l  ~Jlrral exya r t s i o r~  p r o j e c t  of t h e  V.S. Corps  of Eng inee r .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  i s  a  d i r b c t  t h r e a t  t o  s a f e t y ,  env i ronmen t ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u s i h e s s \ C i a b l l l L y ,  fal l l i ly and s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o r i  
t h a t  c a n  n o t  be  bompensated.  

We w i l l  n o t  accebt t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  u sed  
i s  u n f a i r .  I 



l 1 i 1 1  I  1991 

WIDENING - OP /II&. XNUUSI'BIAL CANAL 

We t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Lower N in th  ward a n d ' o t h e r s  he reby  d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  I l l d u s t r i a l  C C I I I ~ ~  exya l l s io r~  p r o j e c t  of t h e  U.S. Corps  o f  Engineer .  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  i s  a d i r e c t  t h r e a t  t o  s a f e t y ,  env i ronment ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u s i n e s u \ i a b l l i L y ,  falllily a n d . s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c a n  n o t  be compensated.  

We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  t .  We b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  o f  Eng inee r s  used  
is u n f a i r .  

ADDRESS PllONE NO. 



I,'(?I>I I I ~ I I . ~  I I ,  19'8 / 

' WIDENING OF. YJIE; INDUSTItIAL CANAL -- 
I! 

We t h e ' r e a i d e n t s  o f  tlie Lower Nin th  Ward a n d  otl~ers he reby  d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  I l l d u s t r i a l  Cdua l  expausiul l  gro ' jeck oE tl le  U . S .  C o r p s  of  Yngineer .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h i s :  
p r o j e c t  i s  a d i r e c t  t h r e a t  to  s a f e t y ,  environlaenh,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u s i a e ~ s ~ i e b i l i t ~ ,  Panlily a ~ ~ d  s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  a s  w e l l  as,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  can .  n o t  be compensated.  

We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We b e l l e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  u sed  ; 

is  u n f a i r .  

NAME ( P r i n t e d )  SIGNA'PUItE ADDRESS PllONE NO. 



I 

I WIDENING OF VH@ INDUSTRIAL CANAL 
1; 

we the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward and others hereby declare our opposition to 
the Industrial CLiaal expansion project of the U . S .  Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a dir ct threat to safety, envdronment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, busiless liability, falaily and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be compensated. 

We will not acc pt this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used ' 
is' unfair. i 



WIDENING OF 'l'IIE, INUUSTHIAL CANAL 
:. 

We t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Lower Nin th  Ward a n d i o t h e r s  he r eby  d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  to  
t h e  I ~ ~ d u u t r i a l  C.111al e x l ~ a ~ ~ s i o r ~  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  U.S. Corps  o f  Engineer .  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  i s  a  d i r e c t  t h r e a t  t o  s a f e t y ,  env i ronmen t ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u a i r ~ e s u \ i a b l l i t y ,  falllily and s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o r i  
t h a t  c an  n o t  be  compensated.  

W e  w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  u s e d  ! 

is u n f a i r .  



I.'ebruil~: y; .I ' I ,  1 YY.1 

WIDENING OF %UE,INVUS'l'HIAL CANAL 
' I: 

We t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Lower Ninth Ward a n d l o t h e r s  hereby  d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  I ~ ~ d u s t r i a l  C.11la1 e x y a ~ ~ s i o r l  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  U.S. Corps o f  Engineer .  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  is a d i r e c t  t h r e a t  t o  s a f e t y ,  environment ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b ~ s i n e s s ~ i a l l l l k ~ ,  Pdlsily and social f a b r i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o r i  
t h a t  c an  n o t  be compensated. 

We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  project. W e  b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  o f  Eng inee r s  used  
is u n f a i r .  



WIDENING 0d 'ill@i 1NI)USTRIAL CANAL 

We t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Lower Nin th  ward andi o t h e r s  he r eby  d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  I i ~ d u s t r i a l  Cd11a1 e x y a ~ l s i o n  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  U.S. Corps  o f  i sngineer .  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  is a  d i r e c t  t h r e a t  t o  s a f e t y ,  env i ronmen t ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u a i n e s ~ ~ i a l l l i t ~ ,  fal l l i ly a n d . s o c i a 1  f a b r i c ,  a s  well a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c a n  n o t  be  compensated.  

We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  used  
i s  u n f a i r .  

NAME ( P r i n t e d )  SIGNATURE ADDRESS PfIONE NO. 



February 17, 1997 

we the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward an4 others hereby declare our opposition to 
the ~ndustrial Calla1 exyaesion project Of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential proparty valuer, historical 
continuity, business liability, family end social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be compensated. 

we will not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used : 
is unfair. 



We the remident* of the lover ninth Ward and btharm hereby declare our -ition to 
the ~ndwtrial C v l a l  exyurmion project of tbe U.S. Carp. of Bngi-. W e  believe tbi8 
project in a direct throat to safety, envimnnent, romidontial property valae8, himtorlcml 
mntinuity, iwimmm liability, family and moci.1 fabric, as -11 ar, tranrportation 
t&t C M  not b. -#aced. 

ua w i l l  aat m m s t  this oroloct. Y. believe the Droc?.ms the Corm of &aoImers umad -- - - - - - - - - - - - - r - ----- w -  -. ~ ~ - -  - ~~~- -~ ~ 

~ - - ~  - ~ - -  -~ - - ~ -  -- - 

i r  unfair. 



February 17, 1997 

WIDERING OF '&'HE. INDUBTRIU, -CANAL 
, d r 

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward an@ others hereby declare our opposition to 
the ~nduatrial Calm1 exyallsion project of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, business liability, falllily and.social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be conpensated. 

We will not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used . 
is unfair. 

ADDRESS PBONB NO. 

I 

t 

a 



we the residents of the Lauer Ninth ~ 8 &  jdnd others hereby declare our o-ition to 
the Industrial C a ~ l  expmmion project of' the U.S. Corps of ilnpineer. we believe thlo 
project is l direct threat to safety, e n v i ~ n t ,  residential property valws, himtori~al 
continuity, bumimrs liability, family and social fabric, a0 wall u, tranmportatton 
tlut C80 not & m l u a t c d .  

Y. rill not accept this project. W. believe the proces8 the Corps of Bagiwro usad 
is unfair. 



WIDENING OF 'kllej INDUSTRIAL CANAL 

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward andi others hereby declare our opposition to 
the Illdustrial Citrtal exyal~siorl project of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, bu~iness~iabllit~, Palllily and social fabric, as well as, transportatiori 
that can not be compensated. 

We will not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfair. 

NAME (Printed) SIGNATURE ADDRESS PHONE NO. 



WIDENING OP. 'fiJlEi INUUSI'IIIAL CANAL 

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward andi others hereby declare our ~bpposition to 
the 111dustrial Cdiral exyai~sior~ project of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We balievb this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, businass~iallllty, faillily and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be compensated. 

We will not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used * 

is unfair. 

NANE (Printed) S IGNWI'URB ADDRESS PHONE NO. 



We t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Lower Nin th  Ward and o t h e r s  he reby  d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  C'1rta1 exyatlsiort p r o j e c t  o f  klae  U.S. Corps  oE Eng inee r .  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  is a d i r e c t  t h r e a t  to s a f e t y ,  e n v i r o n n ~ e n t ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u s i t ~ e s e ~ i a b i l i t ~ ,  Zalaily arld s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c a n  n o t  be  compensated.  

We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  u sed  
i s  u n f a i r .  



February 17, 1997 

I WIDENING OF TILE INDUSTRIAL CANAL 
I 

We the resident of the Lower Ninth ward and others hereby declare our opposition to 
the I~ldustrial 8 atla1 exgatlsion project of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a di ect threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 1 continuity, busilless liability, falllily and,social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be ompensated. I" 
We will not acc+t this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfair. 



WIDENING - OP TllE INDUS'I'IIIAL CANAL 

We t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of  t h e  Lower.Nihth Ward and o t h e r s  he r eby  d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  I u d u v t r i a l  C ~ ~ r r a l  exyarlsiorl p r o j e c t  of tile U.S.  Corps  o f  l rngineer .  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  is a  d i r e c t  t h r e a t  t o  s a f e t y  , envi ronment ,  r e s i . d e n t i a 1  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u u i n e s ~ ~ i r t l i l i t ~ ,  fa l l l i ly  and s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c an  n o t  be compensated.  

We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  used  
i s  u n f a i r .  



February 17, 1991 

WIDENING.OF THE INDUSTRIAL CANAL 

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward and others hereby declare our opposition to 
the Iildustrial Cdl~al expallsion project of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, business liability, fan~lly and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be compensated. 

We will not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfair. 



We t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  tlie Lower Nintli  Ward and ot l~ers  he reby  d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  to 
t h e  I l l d g s t r i a l  C i ~ ~ r i l l  e x p a n s i o t ~  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  U.S. Corps  o f  i n g i n e e r .  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  i s  a d i r e c t  t h r e a t  t o  s a f e t y ,  env i ronment ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u s i n e s s ~ i i r ~ l l l L y ,  i a l u i l y  and s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  a s  well as ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c a n  n o t  be compensated.  

We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  u s e d  
i s  u n f a i r .  

NAME ( P r i n t e d )  SIGNA'I'URE ADDRESS PHONE NO. 



February '1.7, 199.1 

WIDENING OF TllE INDUSTRIAL CANAL 

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward and others hereby declare our opposition to 
the Industrial Cd11a1 expansion project of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, business liability, fanlily and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be compensated. 

i We will not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfair. 

SIGNATURE ADDRESS PRONE NO 

I 



We the  residents of t h e  lover Uinth Ward and others hereby declare  our opposition to 
the Industr ial  Cam1 expansiooproject  o f  t he  U.S. Corps of Wineer. we believe t h i s  
project  is a d i r ec t  t h r e a t  to safety,  ~~~~~~at, r e s i d e n t i a l  property va lws ,  himtorical 
continuity, buslaems l i a b i l i t y .  family and social fabr ic .  as wll as, t r anspor t a t im  
t h a t  can not be c o m p e ~ t e d .  

*. rill not accept t h i s  project .  We be l i eve  the process t h e  Corps of haginecrs u.4 
is unfair .  



1 WIDENING OF TUE INDUSTRIAL CANAL 

We the residents bf the Lower Ninth Ward and others hereby declare our opposition to 
the Industrial calla1 axyar~siotr project of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a dire t threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, busincss liablliky, fanlily and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be cbmpensated. 

I 
We will not acce t this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfair. 9 
NAME (Printed ) 

I 
I SIGNATURE ADDRESS PHONE NO. 

4iZr--~ - $tx-*s/~3 , P- 



February 17, 1997 

Ye the residents of the lower Ninth Ward and others hereby declare our opposition to 
the Industrial Carral exps~~oion project of the U.S. Corps of ilnginaer. we believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
amtinuitp, business liability, family and social fabric, as well as, tranmportatiocl 
t h ~ t  can not k coqmautd. 

will not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfair. 
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BPI~L.LIPCY 1 7 ,  I 99.1 

WIDENING OF' TllE INDUSTRIAL CANAL 

We t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Lower Nin th  Ward and o t h e r s  he r eby  declare o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
the I i l d u s t r i a l  Crtrral e x y a r ~ s i o r ~  p r o j e c t  o f  tile U.S. Corps  of kngineet-.  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  is a d i r e c t  t h r e a t  t o  s a f e t y ,  env i ronment ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b w u i ~ ~ e s s ~ i a ~ i l l t y ,  fal l l i ly and s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  a s  w e l l  as, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c a n  n o t  be compensated.  

We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  used  
is u n f a i r .  



WIDENING O F  TllE INDUSTRIAL CANAL 

We t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Lower Ni i l th  Ward 'and o t h e r s  h e r e b y  d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  to 
t h e  I i ldus t r i a l  C.lrlal a x p a l l s i o t ~  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  U.S. C o r p s  o f  l c n g i n e e r .  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  i s  a d i r e c t  t h r e a t  t o  s a f e t y ,  e n v i r o n ~ n e n t ,  r e s i . d e n t i a 1  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u s i t 1 r s s : \ 3 i e b i l i ~ ~ ,  f i l l ~ ~ i l y  a n d  social  f a b r i c ,  as  w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c a n  n o t  b e  c o m p e n s a t e d .  

We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s . t h e  C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  u s e d  
is  u n f a i r .  



WIDENING O P  TllE TNI)USTl(IAL C h N A L  

We the residents of the Lower Minth IJard and others hereby declare our opposition to 
tila Illdustrial Cc111i11 axyar~siu~~ i>rujeut of the U.S.  Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environlnent, residential property values, historical 
continuity, baainasr\3iabllity, frllllily and social. fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be compensated. 

We will. not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfair. 

NAME (.-dl SIGNA'L'CRE ADDRESS PklONE NO. - 



- 
I I I I ,  I 9 9  I 

WIDEN LNG OP 1'llE 1NOUS'I'lIIBI. CANAL -- 

We t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  LoOer Minth  Ward and o t h e r s  thereby d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  I i l d u s t r i a l  C.ltlal e x y a r ~ s i o ~ ~  p r o j e c t  of t i la  U.S. C o r p s  o f  l sng inee r .  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  is a d i r e c t  t h r e a t  t o  s a f e t y ,  enwirorrnher~t, r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u s i ~ ~ e s u ~ i e L l l i i y ,  f a l l l i l y  and s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  as w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c a n  n o t  be compensa ted .  

W e  w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  Lhe C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  u s e d  
is  u n f a i r .  

NAME ( P r i n t e d )  SlGNA'l'URE ADDRESS PIIONE NO. 



1 WIDENING ( j ~  T ~ I E  INI)US'~*I~IAL CANAL 

W e  t h e  r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  Lower Nintli  Ward and o t h e r s  he reby  d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  I ~ l d u s t r i a l  '111dl e x p a l ~ s i ~ i ~  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  U.S. Corps  o f  Engineer .  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  I p r o j e c t  is a d i  ect t h r e a t  t o  s a f e t y ,  env i ronment ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u s ~ r ~ a s s  ~ i a b l l i t y ,  tal l l i ly and  social f a b r i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c a n  n o t  be compensated.  

We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  of  E n g i n e e r s  u sed  
i s  u n f a i r .  

I 



WIDENING OF TllB INVUSTllIAL C e L  

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward and.others hereby declare our opposition to 
the Itidustrial C~rr~al expa~~sio~i projech of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuiLy, business liaLlllky, family and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be compensated. 

.We will not accept this project. We believe the process the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfair. 



'" 
WIDENING OF TIIE INDUSTRIAL CANAL 

we the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward and others hereby declare our opposition to 
the Industrial C ~ ~ u a l  expaasion project of the U.S. Corps of Engineer. We believe this 
project is a direct threat to safety, environment, residential property values, historical 
continuity, business liabiliLy, faillily and social fabric, as well as, transportation 
that can not be compensated. 

We will not accept this project. We believe the prqcess the Corps of Engineers used 
is unfair. 
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WIDENING 'I? 'l'lll I N U U S ~ l < I A L  CANAL 

W e  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Lower Nin th  Ward and o t l ~ e r s  he reby  d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  I ~ l d u s t r i a l  C ~ c t r u l  axpa l l s i o l~  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  U . S .  Corps  o f  Ungineer.  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  is a d i r e c t  t h r e a t  t o  s a f e t y ,  env i ronment ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
coi i t inui 'cy ,  b u s i n e s e ~ i a ~ l l l ~ ~ ,  fal l l i ly and s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c a n  n o t  b e  compensated.  

. ,  We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  used  
is  . u n f a i r .  
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We t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Lower N ln th  Ward and o t h e r s  he reby  d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  C'ulal e*ya l~s io l t  p r o j e c t  of  . t h e  U.S.  Corps  of  Yngineer.  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  i s  a d i r e c t  t h r e a t  t o  s a f e t y ,  e n v i r o n n ~ e n t ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u e i ~ ~ e s s ~ i a b i l i t ~ ,  fal l l i ly and s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  a s  we l l  as, t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c a n  n o t  be compensated.  

We w i l l  not a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  used 
is  u n f a i r .  
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WIDENING OP TllE INUUSTRIAL. CANAL 

We t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  Lower N i n t h  Ward and o t h e r s  h e r e b y  d e c l a r e  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  I ~ i d u s t r i a l  C' t l~al  e x p a i l s i o l ~  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  U.S. Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r .  We b e l i e v e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  is  a  d i r e c t  t h r e a t  to  s a f e t y ,  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
c o n t i n u i t y ,  b u s i n e s s  \ L i a b i l l k y ,  fal l l i ly and s o c i a l  f a b r i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
t h a t  c a n  n o t  b e  compensa ted .  

We w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  We b e l i e v e  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h e  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  u s e d  
is  u n f a i r .  
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