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       SECTION 2 

           Responses 
Grand Isle and Vicinity Louisiana Beach Erosion and Hurricane Project PL 84-99 

Commenter Comment USACE Response 

Timothy P. 
Kerner, Jr. 

Councilman, 
District 1 

Jefferson Parish 

For Jefferson Parish, protecting Grand Isle is both a public safety priority and a sound economic 
investment. Ther proposed breakwater system represents a practical, cost-efficient and forward-
looking approach to reducing wave energy, slowing shoreline loss, and improving the island's 
resilience to future storms. By helping to protect existing development and infrastructure, this project 
will support economic stability, reduce long-term disaster recovery costs, and provide greater 
certainty for residents and businesses who rely on the island year-round.                                                                                                                                       
I appreciate the coordination between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality, and the opportunity for public input through the Clean Water 
Act Section 404(n)(1) evaluation and the Section 401 Water Quality Certification process. From a 
local government perspective, this project reflects an appropriate balance between environmental 
stewardship and the urgent need to safeguard an established coastal community with significant 
economic and cultural value.              

Acknowledged. 

Robert W. 
Guilbeau 

Securing Grand Isle with rock barriers will help tourism, the inhabitants, wildlife and preserve our 
disappearing coastal community. I have much more to say & if I can be of assistance in moving this 
project forward…Please contact me 

Acknowledged. 

Kevin Rizzo 

Simple comment: BUILD THE PROJECT ASAP.                                                                                                                                                                    
Enough studies, planning, commenting, and engineering. There are existing breakwaters on the 
island west end and the island east end. This should not have been a 4.5 year process to reach this 
point. This is long overdue. Build it before even more of your $122MM levee repair and beach 
restoration project washed into the GOA. 

Acknowledged. 
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Neil J. Borel 

U.S. Corp of Engineers, 
 
This email is an enthusiastic endorsement of the Corp's new project to build 35 breakwaters on gulf 
side of Grand Isle, La. 
 
I've been a 5 month resident of Grand Isle for over 15 years. In that time there has been years of 
severe erosion on the west gulf side end of island. Before the Corp's work in 2024 on the west end, 
it was not possible to walk/drive on dry beach even it low tides. Now, the Corp's recent rebuilding 
project on the west end has increased surf fishing and provided uninterrupted access across the 
entire 7+ miles of beach. 
 
The 5 recent breakwaters built on the west gulf side end of Grand Isle, La. have created significant 
sandbars behind the breakwaters. This has been the same result behind the 3 miles of breakwaters 
built many years ago on the east end of island. 
 
I'm not an engineer but I understand cause and effect. Breakwaters on gulf side of Grand Isle, La. 
work. They create new land. They protect the newly rebuilt levees. They create new fishing 
opportunities. 
 
I applaud the millions the Corp has spent to rebuild the levees and add breakwaters on the west gulf 
side of Grand Isle. The State of LA. cannot afford this effort. Only the U.S. Corp of Engineers can 
help us islanders. 

Acknowledged. 



Grand Isle and Vicinity Louisiana Beach Erosion and Hurricane Project PL 84-99, Jefferson Parish, Louisiana 
Appendix D – Public Review Comments 

 

   
 

17 

 
 
 

Andrew Easterly 

I am submitting this comment in support of the proposed federal action to construct up to thirty-five 
(35) segmented stone breakwaters and up to twenty (20) navigation light platforms on the Gulf side 
of Grand Isle, Louisiana, within approximately 400 feet of shore, forming a connected breakwater 
field between the two existing systems. 
 
I support this project because coastal protection is deeply important to me — both personally and as 
someone who hopes to one day own property on Grand Isle. My father and I spent many years 
fishing there, and even over the decade leading up to my absence from the coast, I witnessed 
firsthand how much the shoreline changed. Erosion has reshaped beaches, altered access points, 
and impacted nearshore habitat. I have no doubt those changes have continued. 
 
Grand Isle is not just a community — it is a critical fisheries hub and a barrier island that protects 
inland Louisiana. The long-term viability of its beaches, nearshore structure, and coastal integrity 
directly affects recreational and commercial fisheries, tourism, and hurricane resilience. 
 
From a sport fisherman’s perspective, properly designed breakwaters can provide meaningful 
ecological benefits. Structured stone habitat often supports baitfish, shrimp, crabs, and predator 
species, enhancing nearshore fisheries productivity. If implemented carefully, this project has the 
potential to both reduce shoreline erosion and contribute to habitat formation. 
 
That said, I respectfully encourage the Corps to ensure: 
 
• Careful modeling of sediment transport to avoid unintended downdrift erosion 
• Monitoring of turbidity during stone placement through Barataria and Caminada Pass 
• Post-construction fisheries and habitat monitoring to evaluate ecological outcomes 
• Adaptive management if performance goals are not achieved 
 
As someone who values both coastal resilience and the preservation of Louisiana’s fisheries, I 
believe this project represents an important step in protecting Grand Isle for future generations — 
including those of us who hope to return and invest in its future. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment and for your continued work in protecting 
Louisiana’s coast. 

 
• Careful modeling of sediment transport to avoid unintended 
downdrift erosion – Several numerical models were executed to 
better understand potential sediment transport and erosion 
rates. See list below: 1. Delft3D-Flible Mesh, Delft3D-Flow and 
Simulating Waves Nearshore model for hydrodynamics, waves, 
sediment transport, and morphology, 2. GENESIS II Coastal 
Risk Model (GenCade) for shoreline response, and 3. XBeach 
for storm impacts, developed a conceptual design for the 
offshore breakwater field to connect the existing breakwaters. 
• Monitoring of turbidity during stone placement through 
Barataria and Caminada Pass – There would not be any 
construction or stone placement in Barataria and Caminada 
Pass. These would be potential access route to barge stone to 
the gulf side of Grand Isle in the gap between the existing 
breakwaters. Increased levels of turbidity and suspended 
sediments are expected to be temporary, and the construction 
area and vicinity’s turbidity is expected to be temporary, and 
the construction area and vicinity’s turbidity is expected to 
return to preconstruction conditions shortly after completion of 
the work. 
• Post-construction fisheries and habitat monitoring to evaluate 
ecological outcomes – There are no planned post construction 
fisheries and habitat monitoring to evaluate ecological 
outcomes. Some negative impacts to sessile marine organisms 
are expected during construction. Natural maintenance of the 
beach area through accretion would occur as the breakwaters 
allow suspended sediment to settle and accumulate. There 
would be no permanent negative impacts to fisheries in the 
area. Temporary displacement of existing fish and crustacean 
populations in the project area would be expected during 
construction. The breakwaters would provide areas of structural 
habitat in previous open water that would be utilized by 
returning fish populations. Macroinvertebrates and benthic 
populations would colonize the newly created rock habitat.  
• Adaptive management if performance goals are not achieved 
– There is no adaptive management plan associated with the 
proposed action. Upon construction completion, the project 
would be turned over to the Non-Federal Sponsor (Coastal 
Protection and Restoration Authority). The Non-Federal 
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Sponsors would be required to maintain the proposed action 
and the beach profile as a part of their responsibilities for the 
Grand Isle and Vicinity Project. 
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Nicole Cormier     
Senior Program 

Director           
Pontchartrain 
Conservancy 

I am writing in regards to your February 12, 2026 USACE MVN on PL 84-99, USACE seeks public 
comments on the draft environmental assessment for the Grand Isle and Vicinity Louisiana Beach 
Erosion and Hurricane Project PL 84-99. 
The bottom of the announcement has a link to this page: New Orleans District > About > Projects > 
Grand Isle, which has links to fact sheets and reports that seem to come from 2019 (on the right) 
and 2008/2009 on the left side of the webpage.  
 
We would like to be sure that we are commenting on the correct documents and responding to the 
right information. There does not seem to be a recent report tying back to this announcement. Is this 
ongoing work or work that has been delayed since 2009 or 2019? Can you please provide us with 
more clarity? 

Responded via email: "I apologize for the confusion and issues 
with links.  The Draft Environmental Assessment (EA #608), 
Draft Finding of No Significant Impact, and associated draft 
appendices are available for download here 
(https://mvn.usace.afpims.mil/Public-Notices/).  The Grand Isle 
Breakwaters public notice is the first project listed, and the links 
are at the bottom of that public notice. 
 
Please let us know if you have any additional issues, and you 
can submit a comment on the Draft EA to this email address." 

Nicole Cormier     
Senior Program 

Director           
Pontchartrain 
Conservancy 

Can you please direct us to which specific Supplemental report we are meant to comment on for this 
call? There is not a MVN number associated with the call we are seeing.  
 
For clarification, this is the call I am referring to in my messages: 
https://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/Media/News-Releases/Article/4403717/usace-seeks-public-
comments-on-the-draft-environmental-assessment-for-the-grand/ 

Responded via email: "I apologize for the confusion and issues 
with links.  The Draft Environmental Assessment (EA #608), 
Draft Finding of No Significant Impact, and associated draft 
appendices are available for download here 
(https://mvn.usace.afpims.mil/Public-Notices/).  The Grand Isle 
Breakwaters public notice is the first project listed, and the links 
are at the bottom of that public notice. 
 
Please let us know if you have any additional issues, and you 
can submit a comment on the Draft EA to this email address." 
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Marissa Jimenez     
Environmental 

Scientist 
Manager          

LDEQ 

Thank you.  This is confirmation that your SOV document (see above) has been received on 
2/19/2026.   
  
The SOV letter stated that “This Draft EA is available for a 7-business day public review and 
comment period beginning on February 12, 2026, and ending on February 20, 2026.  All comments 
postmarked by the end date will be addressed in the Final EA.” We received this letter today, 
February 19, 2026, do you still want us to review the project? 
  
Please send all future Solicitation of Views (SOVs) requests and questions to SOVs@la.gov.  I will 
always send back a confirmation email that the SOV letter/request has been received.  Please allow 
us 30 days to review and comment on the project. 

Responded via email: Thanks for following up and providing the 
details on the LDEQ’s SOV process. 
 
The public review period for this draft Environmental 
Assessment has ended.  That said, we would be happy to 
receive comments from LDEQ on the Grand Isle Breakwater 
Project’s Draft EA by close of business Monday, March 9.  The 
draft EA, draft FONSI, and relevant appendices can be found 
here (https://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/Public-Notices/).  This 
project is currently at the top of the page.  I will be sure to have 
our system updated to send NEPA correspondence to your 
office via email only. 
 
In case there is an issue with the public notices link above.  
The individual files can be found here: 
 
Draft Environmental Assessment 
Draft Finding of No Significant Impact 
Appendix A - Clean Water Act 
Appendix B - Agency Coordination 
Appendix C - Hydrology and Sediment 
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Gary Lafayette 
Holland 

TWIMC; 
 
My company, Diamond Barrier Tech has come up with several proven designs for erosion 
abatement, flood protection, sediment capture, living shorelines, oyster reef building, sediment 
capture, berm spines and dune spines which are light, easily installed and customizable.  
 
I created these designs especially for these uses and am ready and willing to work along with you 
and your projects to help stabilize all of these efforts. 
 
Too often using sediment alone only erodes over time, using rip/rap, the concrete will only be moved 
through wave, tidal and storm surge actions.  My design was inspired by the overbuilt HESCO 
structures which work in emergencies but are far too heavy and difficult to handle. My products are 
designed for ease of deployment and to stabilize shorelines, be used to secure plantings of 
everything from Rousseau reedits marsh grasses to mangrove propagules and even cypress trees 
in order for them to root and be protected from the erosion which undermines their ability to gain 
purchase. 
 
Our oyster reef frames are proven effective  ( see our installation @ LUMCON in Cocodrie, LA) and 
are just as effective when securing rip/rap or other concrete forms and keeps all in place long 
enough to be effective rather than be scattered about.   
 
I am more than happy to supply further information as it is needed but KNOW the effort to retain 
shorelines from erosion and to capture sediments is my main goal and Diamond Barrier Tech is 
capable of fabricating custom designs based upon each particular need. 
 
Feel free to reach out to me for further information~!  Please accept this as my Public Comment ~! 
I am at your service…….. 

Acknowledged. 

Chelsea 
Kedzierski  

Coastal Realty 
Group 

Good Afternoon, 
We have housing in the Grand Isle area for the job coming up. Would there be a person to speak to 
about this? We can help house workers for the upcoming job with great pricing.   

Acknowledged. 
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David 
Kedzierski 

Good morning. 
 
  I am wanting to know how I can keep track of who is awarded this project so our office and assist 
them with housing opportunities while working in Grand Isle. 
 
  We have rental homes for workers and executives on the Island. 
 
  Thanks in advance! 

Acknowledged. 

Marissa 
Jimenez     

Environmental 
Scientist 
Manager          

LDEQ 

The Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) has received your request for 
comments on the above referenced project. 
After reviewing your request, the Department has no objections based on the information provided 
in your submittal. However, for your information, the following general comments have been 
included. Please be advised that if you should encounter a problem during the implementation of 
this project, you immediately notify LDEQ's Single-Point-of-Contact (SPOC) at (225) 219-3640.   

Acknowledged. Reviewed and took into consideration the included 
general comments.   
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