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Bonnet Carré Spillway

Authorized after the Great Flood of 1927, the Bonnet Carre Spillway structure 

 Project purpose is flood risk management along Mississippi River
 Component of the Mississippi River & Tributaries Project, 

is a historical engineering landmark, eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

p pp j ,
authorized in 1928

 Constructed between 1929 and 1936
 Reduces risk to downstream communities by diverting flood waters 

from the Mississippi River to Lake Pontchartrain
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Bonnet Carré Spillway

Kugler
Cemetery

KennerKenner 
Cemetery
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Kenner and Kugler Cemeteries
 Once owned by 

Kenner and Kugler
familiesfamilies

 Everyone buried in 
cemeteries was of 
African descent

 Cemeteries 
established as burialestablished as burial 
places for slaves  

 Cemeteries 
continually in use 
until 1928 

BUILDING STRONG® 4



Kenner and Kugler Cemeteries
 About 300 persons 

buried in the 
cemeteriescemeteries  

 Civil War Union Army 
veterans buried in 
cemeteries 

 Burials below ground 
in wooden coffinsin wooden coffins

 Wooden, stone and 
iron markers
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Kenner and Kugler Cemeteries

 No documentation of cemeteries No documentation of cemeteries  
 Federal government bought land in 1928  
 Spillway construction did not affect burials 
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Disinterment
 Remains 

accidentally 
exposed at Kennerexposed at Kenner 
Cemetery, 1975 

 Exposed remains 
and artifacts 
collected  

 Cultural Resource Cultural Resource 
Investigations, 
1985, 2002, and 
2008 
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Corps Responsibilities
 Requirements under Federal 

Laws
► National Historic Preservation Act► National Historic Preservation Act 

(Sections 106 and 110)
► National Environmental Policy 

ActAct,
► Archeological Resources 

Protection Act 
 Kenner and Kugler Cemeteries 

are on the National Register of 
Historic Places 
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Descendant Coordination
 Corps is obliged to 

consider descendant 
communitycommunity

 Descendants interviewed 
concerning future actions 

 Consensus of 
descendants was 
preservation in place andpreservation in place and 
reburial of the disturbed 
remains 

 Coordination continues 
with tonight’s meeting
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Disinterred Remains
 Kenner Cemetery 

remains are 52 bones 
and fragmentsand fragments  

 Remains are from at 
least five individuals

 Remains are in 
archeological storage
I t f i Inventory of remains 
prior to reburial 
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USACE Plans for Preservation

The program for long-term preservation of 
these important cultural resources includes:these important cultural resources includes:

► Site Improvements to provide 
recognition and public access

► Interpretive Plan to tell the story
► Reburial of the disinterred remains
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Proposed Site Improvements

 Proposed landscape and access improvements p p p
at cemeteries

 Tree plantings
C t b d k
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 Concrete boundary markers
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Proposed Interpretive Plan

 Outdoor Interpretive panels placed on site (draft final 
mockups on display tonight)

 History booklet focused on the people who lived here y p p
(draft final copies on display tonight)

 Inclusion in the general interpretive program of the 
project (brochures, web sites, tours, interpretive talks, 
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j (
special events, seasonal events, etc.)
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Descendant Views on Reburial
 Consensus of descendants was strong for reburial 

of the human remains disinterred in 1975.
 However, there was no clear consensus on the 

nature of a ceremony or memorial for the 
re-interment of human remains. Most favored are interment of human remains. Most favored a 
religious service, but some wanted a more festive 
celebration.  
Th l t l b t There was also not a clear consensus about 
whether the artifacts collected in 1975 should be 
reburied with the human remains. Many wanted y
them curated at the project or in a museum for 
educational purposes.
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Proposed Reburial Process & 
Ceremony

 Proposed reburial of human remains in wooden 
casket  

Ceremony

 Proposed reburial adjacent to Kenner Cemetery 
with location marker

 Proposed public ceremony with non-
denominational commemoration 

 Remarks by clergy and/or other speakerRemarks by clergy and/or other speaker
 Participation of choir 
 Curation, display and interpretation of non-, p y p

skeletal remains in the project office visitor area
 Tentatively scheduled in Fall 2012
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Opportunities for Public Input
• Comments will be accepted by phone: 

1-877-427-0345
• Comments can be submitted through Mar. 9, 2012

• Comments may be e-mailed: 
BonnetCarre@usace.army.mil

• Comments may be mailed:
US Army Corps of EngineersUS Army Corps of Engineers
Attn: PAO - Bonnet Carre 
PO Box 60267
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New Orleans, LA 70160
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DiscussionDiscussion
Please stay for awhile and share your thoughts with us.
We have several stations set up with Corps personnel 

or contract staff:

• National Historic Preservation Act guidelines 

P d L d I t• Proposed Landscape Improvements 

• Proposed Interpretive Program  

• Proposed Reburial Process/Ceremony
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