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Hasthe U.S. Arm Corps of Engineers reaily been listening? We from this seighborhiood have been thrown
together with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineersfor some time anw shout this project. We bave always said
we do oot consent. We bave always said the same thing: No! wm-ur;unammmm
decinon’

Does aot any pian of development of this waterway needto satisfy the real needs of this commusity and be &
win-win ¥ We hiave not scenthat proposal. We bave oot seen & process which could possibly lead to
such 2 proposal. The cifer of mere mitigation for essential detriment froe this project canndt be aad is not

accepuable.
Sincevely

gohn Koefert

415 TupeloStreet
New Orleans, Lovisians 70117
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Clarification

Naw Drieany

ety ey
Thenk you for printing my 1€
ter on lhye propased Industrial

Canel luck replacement Nov. 29.

YOUR OPINIONS | Letters -

i § let-
I woult! like to clorify thol my K
ter refllacted my personal opinioft
and wan nol an officiml exptes
sion of the Holy Cross
nily Development Corp.
am & past pees
nization, 2
the current ptc:;de_nt. -—

Commu-
While 1
ident ol the otga-

rs. Elnine dackeon 18

udolph L. Muse

Residents not keen about Industrial Canal plans

New Orleans

Re: the lead story on the fromt
page of your Money section Oct.
25 by John Hall, titled " The
Corps vision for the Industrial
Canal.” snd a second article by
“\ir. Hall Nov. 7, titled “Changing
of the guard.”

One can only wonder why each
ime a story is published in The
[imes-Picavune on the proposed
Industrigl Canal lock replace-
nent plan, only the vision of the
Port of New Orlesns and the
Arroy Corps of Engineers is ¢ited.

A= s concerned citizen, founder
»f the Holy Cross Community
Jevelopment Corporation, busi-
ness owner and property owner-
~esident of the Holy Cross Neigh-
borhood, 1 can assure you that
‘e vision pf the more than
15,000 people who live and work
in the fout-mile footprint of this
propused project is very different.

This lock replacement plan is
being submitted fot approval de-
wpite the tesounding voice of the
majority of stake holders who
have stoted again and agsin and
again, “We don’t want this pro-
iect in our neighborhoods!”

This proposal iz being sub-

mitted for spproval despite the
congressivnal mandate that all
concerned pariies have n voice st
the decision-making table, which
has ngt been achieved {0 date.
This praposal is being sulimitted
for approval despile the facts
fisted below.

» Never has a conslruction pro-
Ject of this nagnitude been pro-
posed in a fully developed urban
community. Once approved, the
property valoe of homes, busi.
nesses and institutjons in the
footprint of 1his project would be
zero [or al leasl a decade. AL
tempting to manape & household
located in 1he middle of a con-
struction site would be next to
impossihle

» The maritime industry stands
to gain increased profits of mini-
mally $1 million a day when the
project is completed, but tax-
payer dollars will underwrite the
su-called ‘““mitigation plan.”
There's no equity in that.

When viewed on & cost-benefit

basix, the marilime industry
makes the money while Lhe coimn-
munities affected, in addition
peying the cost of the project,
mus! suffer the consequences
noled below.

# The so-called "benefits” of a
mitigation plan offerad to the
communities affected in the
smount of some $30 million
worth of “community projects”
would not justify such costs to
residents as decreases in property
vetues, traffic congestion, nofse
and disruption of lifestyles.

» Why devastate the three lully
developed communities of Holy
Cross, Bywater and the Lower
Ninth Ward for the benefit of
private industry?

» Finally, why spend $30 milion
of taxpayers' money on so-catled
mitigation efforts at the Indus.
trial Canal site when the mitiga-
tion cost at the Violet site would
be only $1 milkon and the same
results could be achieved?

Could the fact that the major-
ily of property owners in the
footprint of this proposed project
sre low. and moderate.income
African-Americans have some-
thing Lo do with the targeting of
this aren as opposed Lo the Viojet
site?

Hudolph L. Muse
President,

Holy Cross Community
Development Corp.
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YOUR OPINIONS | Lettors

Corps answers criticism of Industrial Canal plan

New Orisans
Re: the Nov. 28 letter fromp Ru-
dolph L. Muse on the Industrial
Canal Lock Replacement Study,
Mr. Muse, & 9th Ward resident
involved in the discussiona re-
garding the pro for replacing
the industrial k for sev.
eral years, made a number of
comments that may reflect some
misconceptions in the commu-
nity about the work proposed st
the lock. | would Lke to correct
some of thoss aasertions and ad
vocste continued dialogue E

working group 'developed the
basic plan for mitigation required
to ofiset the impacta the project
will bave on the area. A similar
group was formed with the nav-
igation interests. So as you can
see, all concerned parties have
been involved in the process, con-
tracy to Mr. Muse's assectivns.
And we have made the commit-
ment to continue this process if
the project is approved in Wash-

ington,
Much of mir reesnt sffart has
ifically toward ensuring

the many peopie and organiza-
tione involved in this proposed
project.

The "draft” evalustion raport
for this study was submitted to
our headquarters in Washington
to provide them the opportunity
to ensure that it reflects current
federal policien and obtain their
approval to relesse the draft re-
port to the public for the official
coordination period. After this
period, the final report will be
submitied with a recommenda-
tion that would reflect the views
end comments of all concerned
parties.

It is incosrect to say that all
concerned parties have not had a
voice in the formulation of the
&nns for this proposed project.

¢ and the Port of New Otleans
have worked closely with a neigh-
borhood working group com-
posed of fncal razidents,
Tepresentatives of the neighbor-
hood associstions and commu-
nity development carporations in
the ares, local elected officials,
the Regional Planning Comtnis-
wion, and city of New Urleans of-
ficials. This group has been
meeting off mcf on sinte August
1981, with Mr. Muse being an ac-
tive participant since that time.

The views and suggestions of
this group concerning the mitiga-
tion plan for this project are an

gone sp

thet the project as proposed will
not devantste the three fully de-
veloped communities of Holy
Cross, Bywater and the Lower
8th Ward. Construction of the
lock replacement will occur pri-
marily in the existing Industrial
Canal between the levee/
floodwall protection system, ex-
vepl fur the construction of the
St. Claude Avenue Bridge, which
will be limited to the footprint of
the existing bridge and approach
ramps.

No residences will have in be
relocated to accommoadate the
construction of the project. The
propased project will still impact
the areas around the Industrial
Canal and that is what the mens-
ures in the mitigation plan will
belp offset.

e combination of the com-
munity improvement features of
the mitigation plan, which in-
cludes provisiona for increased
police and ambulance services,
and the construction of the new
bridges at St. Claude, Claiborne
and Florida Avenue (the latter to
be constructed by the State of
Louisiana and the Port of New
Orleans) should have & positive
impact on property values.

And implementation of por-
tions of the mitigation plan coin.
cident with the initiation of
construction, if not before con-
struction. witl help maintain

that may occur strictly ae s result
of the construction of this pro-

Mklr. Muse in also confused re-
g:rdin; the project’'s costs and
nefits. Qur economic studies
indicate that the navigation in-
and i esconomy
will experierce benelils of about
$350,000 & day on the average
when this project is completed,
not the $1 million that Mr. Myse
believes, Aleo, navigation inter-
eats including the Part of New
Orleans will be paying about 56
percent of the total cost of the
proposed plan, including 50 q_er-
cent of the mitigation conts. The
Corps of Engineers will be paying
for the remajning 44 percent, in-
cluding the other 50 percent of
the mitigetion plan. So the mari-
time industry is paying its fair
share of the mi:‘i:gnion plan, as
directed by the Congress of the
United States,

Finally, the Violet site was
eliminated ideration in
1991 when, in accordance with
federal policies, we concluded
that the Violet site was environ-
mentally unacceptable even
though that site was econom-
icslly and engineeringly feasible.
To suggest that the current loc
ie being proposed to be replaced
at the ea.itti:‘}g lock site, rather
than at the Violet site, because
the majority of the residents near
the current lock site are African-
American is irreaponsible and ab-
solutely incorrect,

The neifhborhoocls around the
Industrial Lock, the city, the
metropolitan area and the State
of Louisiana can afl benefit from
the proposed mitigation plan amd
lock replacement. We utge the
community 1o gain 8 better un-
derstanding of the proposal as we
continue t0 work with all stake.
holders to produce a “win-win”
solution for this matter.

Kennath H. Clow
Cnlanal
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Many object to Industrial Canal expansion plan

e New Orleans
. “We'have read in The Times.
Picayune several times of the
fears — and implied ignotance —
ol “eome” residents who oppose
the Army Corps of Engineers
draft proposal for expanding the
Industrial Canal. In fact, many
people are opposed {0 the project,
and this opposition is based not
on unfounded fears but on out-
rage rooted in swareness. [n that
nurpber is upanimous opposition
from the Holy Cross Neighbor-
hood Association and the Holy
Croae Community Development

orp.

What we have found is that
this project proposes changes so
radical as to threaten our com-
munity's fundamental heshh, for
which no compensation can be
made.

What can compensale vy for
deepening the channel of a barge
canal so that massive container
ships of unhnuwn cargues and
Bright Fields can loom high
above us? We well remember
Treme, and will not accept an “I-
10 of the water” 1o devastate its
lasting path hare.

What can compensate a neigh-
borhood for ereclion of an ugly
concrete-and-steel seawnll in ex-
change for an open leves with
maghificent views where children
run and people congregate to
walch the sunsels?

What can compensate for the
lose of the historic St. Claude
Bridge, lotks and old oaks that
link us with the rest of Lhe his-
toric city?

What can compensate for
years of noise, vibration, dust
and incredible traffic problems,
plus additional construction traf-
fic, while alreacly crowded bridges
are eliminated? And how soon is
another updating ol this project
set to visit vur neighborhoods
with resident flight and plum-
meting residential property val-
ues?

What can commpensate for iso-
lIating us further from escape
while increaring vur vulnerability
te chesnical threats and other
emergencies?

What ¢an compensate for an
ill-conceived linear welerborne
transportation plan that co-opts

the revitalizalion ol precious his-
toric neighborhoods in a city that
lives on its history?

Whet can compenaste for the
corps’ faiture Lo repair the im.
mense continuing raveging of
wetlands and livelihocods already
caused by the Mississippi River
Gull Qutlet, of which this project
is #n integral part? Water from
this pruject 32 years agu engulfed
this neighborhood purposefully
during Hurricane Betsy without
so much &3 an apology, and shill
threatens us during storms and
hiﬂ;w-tu.

e are also not encouraged by
the actions of the port and corps
planners to slide this project
through with little of the notice
they swore to give this commu-
nity. The only official hearing
will be Jan. 27 at 7 p.m. in the
Holy Cress Gym.

It is the comprehension of the
many, not the baseless fears of
the few, that condemns this pro-
ject.

John Koefer
Chairpersan,
Holy Cross Neighborhood

Association
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DISASTER ON THE RIVERFRONT 5

Baneath the feet of passing tourists
on the New Orfeans riverfront is a sol-
id cancreta wall that marks tha and
of land and the beginning of water.
Only one significant riverfront devel-
opment disrespects that line: the
Riverwalk/Hilton Rivarside Hotel
complex, smashed by a freighter
oight days ago. As developers rush
to rebuild, some warn that it's time
to pull back onto solid ground.

By COLEMAN WARNER
Staff writar

Fileen years sgo, as architects for the 1984 world's fawr s
toyed with the idea of burlding pavilions on Missunpp: Ruv. -
er barges tied up alongside the fair site, port director Ed-
ward Reed pitched a fit about the
threat pased by passing river traffic.

Ronand anaine



ey - - —

e were “playing with people’s lives ina 272 %""Y
- ot m& ehmnrer.” Ship rogistry rulas
» Reed's concerna, schoing thoes may thwart salety.
N held by river pilots, led to an ini See F-1
’ i ment '
v pedestrian-heary stiractions on the
P portion of wharf that 1 .
s 3 “This appears to offer a realistic margin of protection,
Ay - aT Reed wrole in 1986, a year after his retirement.
sl . But in establishing that safety guideline, one glaring

The Rrigivt Fisld devestated part of tw Poydras Street Wher! and smashed sev- q,"
_ wral vinres In the Slverwalk sight deys age. Same plonners sy the shopping g
covier in bulit tow for bt the river channel. STAFF FHOTO Y . ANDREW BOYD

smashed into Port of New Orleans
wharves. Most abused wharf:
Gov. Nicholls Street, hit seven times.

" A DANGEROUS
| PASSAGE

{ The Bright Field taught New

' Orleanisns the dangers of

-« mixing paople with shipping.
4% Butthose who pilot the gisnt

. vessels through the city have

long kivown the river's tresch-

eries. See A-4 -

Toy story: Giveaway
evokes 8,500 smiles

I.l'lne boxes of dolls and
gleamed on chromed Loy mo-
tarcycles. Doll houses and

mndal alemlnman hack nmad

By DRUCE BOLAN
Staff writer
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2127 St. Maurice Avenue

New Orleans, la.

March 2, 1997

Colonel William L. Conner

Dept. of the Army

New Orleans District, Corps of Engineers
New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

Dear Sir,

I am writing to express my opinlon regarding the Lock
Replacement Project. 1 am in agreement with the project to
thispxtent, 1. that the project address the issue of having
the proposed high -rise accessible tu resldents of the Lower
Ninth Ward. The high-rise is proposed for Florida Avenue,

70117

2. 1 am in favor of the project if it will provide job training,

good paying wages,and meaningful emplcyment., with preference
given to residents ,in this area.

Comments noted.
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