VED ON THE K RE

fficial
[State]
1 Secretary Frank Denton, LADOTD (on behalf of Governor Foster)
2 Dean, SEN Lynn (statement handed in at public meeting)
3 Odinet, REP Kenneth L., Sr.
[Local]
4 Di Fatta, Joseph S., Jr. (St. Bernard Parish Councilman, District C)
5 Hazeur-Distance, Ellen (New Orleans City Councilperson, District E)
6 Ponstein, Charles (St. Bernard Parish President)
Agencies
[Eederal}
7 EPA Region 6
B US Coast Guard
9 US Department of Agriculture
10 US Dept of Commerce (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration)
11 US Dept of Interior
12 US Department of Tranpsortation (Federal Highway Administration)
[State]
12 Governor's Task Force on Maritime Industry
14 Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
15 Leouisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
[Local]
16 New Orleans International Ajirport
17 New Orleans Public Schools
Qrganizations
18 American Waterway Operators
19 Chamber of Comerce (New Orleans and the River Region)
20 Christmas in Octobher (A Preservation Resource Center Program)
21 Consulting Engineers Council of Louisiana
22 Greater New Orleans Barge Fleeting Association, Inc.
23 Gulf Intracoastal Canal Association
24 Holy Cross Beoard
25 Holy Cross Community Development Corporation
25a Holy Cross Neighborhood Association
26b Holy Cross Neighborhood Association
27 Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation
28 New Orleans Board of Trade
29 New Orleans Steamship Association
30 Preservation Resource Center of New Orleans
31 St. Bernard Wetlands Foundation
32 Tulane Envircnmental Law Clinic (representing the Holy Cross Neighborhood
Association, LA Environmental Action network, and the Sierra Club - New
Orleans Group)
33 World Trade Center
Businesses
34 Canal Barge Company, Inc.
35 Capitol Marine Supply Inc.
36 Chaffe, McCall, Phillips, Tolar, & Sarpy
37 Colle Towing Co., Inc,



. . ,

38 Gulf South Marine Transportation, Inc.
39 H. C. Freight Systems
40 Higman Barge Lines
41 Hollywood Marine, Inc.
42 Holnam, Inc.
43 Holy Cross School
44 IMC Consulting Engineers
45 Jones, Walker, Poitevent, Carrere & Denegre
46 Lafarge Corporation
47 Magnolia Marine Transport
48 Mark's Muffler Shop
49 Maryland Marine, Inc.
50 McDonough Marine Service
51 Milling, Benson, Woodward, Hillyer, Pierson & Miller
52 National Marine
53 Navios Ship Agencies, Inc.
534 Waldemar S. Nelson and Company
55 Sizeler Architects
56 Stolt Transportation Services, Inc.
57 Tidewater, Inc.
58 Vulcan/ICA
{ividual
59 Allen, Gary R.
60 Blaise, Elizabeth
61 Druch, CAPT Dean (Statement handed in at the public meeting)
62 Budd, Edward P.
63 Cady, Francis F., Jr
64 Christiansen, CAPT Ejnar
65 Cooper, Marc (Statement handed in at the public meeting)
66 Cummings, Eugene
67 Dashiell, Pam
68 Duracher, Louis and Sally
69 Ernst, Laurentine
70 Hanzo, Albert
71 Heine, Edwin A.
72 Hobhson, Neal
73 Hogan, Mary Clare
74 Koeferl, John
75 Kraus, Kathleen
76 Leonard, David
77 Michon, Linda
78 Munster, Cynthia
79 Muse, Kathy
80 Ohlsen, M. Thomas and Patricia
81 Ohlsen, Troy and Denise
82 Ponstein, Henry P.
83 Quintini, David
84 Quintini, Mr. & Mrs. Frank
85 Rubin, Billy and Denise
86 Story, Mary
B7 Williams, Marietta
88 Wilson, Shelby
89 Leblanc (?) & family



STATE OF LOUISIANA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT
P.O. Box R4245
Baton Rouge, Loulsians 70804-9245

February 28, 1957

Colonel william Conner

District Engineer

U. 5. Army Corps of Engineers
Poet Office Box 50267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267

Dear Colonel Connex:

This is in response to your recent request for comments on ths
propozed Mississippi River Gulf Qutlet, New Lock and Connecting
Channels (Inner Harbor Navigation Canal lLock Replacement) project,

We believe that improvaments to our navigation system are of
great benefit and importance to the citizens of Louisiana. 1In
order to continue te compete in the gicbal market, we must snsure
that components of our navigation system are in good working order
and are akle to meet current and future demands.

The existing leock structure has been in cperation since 1923
sand is in need of major rehabilitation to.conotinue its current
level of service. Additionslly, it is tec small to handle the
existing vessel traffic. Significant delays have been experienced
due to the structure’s inadequate size and the three bridges
croessing the canal further compound the problem ae navigation is
closed during peak vehicular traffic hours. A new lock of adequace
size is now necessary to handle current and future navigation
demands. The Corps of Engineers’ proposal to construct a float-in,
deep draft lock structure as well as bridge modifications has a
positive benefit/coet ratio and is vital in upgrading lLouiciana‘s

intermodal capability,

On behalf of Governor Murphy J. Foster, Jr.., the State of
Louisiana is in full support of the lock structure replacement in
the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal as now propesed.

aly,

frank M. Denton
Secretary

pc: Gavernor M.. J. "Mike" Foster

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY FMFLOYER
A DRUG-PRAER WORKPLACE

Comments noted.
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way of higher prices for our power, manufactured goods and food, and yes, the loss of our

valuabic time spent in waiting!

We need a solution that eliminates all these costs if possible and it is possible! For
instance:

(1) let us raise the St.Claude bridge to the height of the Claiborne bridge and
likewise raise the new Florida Avenue bridge to the height of the Claiborne bridge.

{2) Then weld all three bridges shut so they never open to bother automotive
ralfceveraguin. A4 Hi, g2 s o baild & canal
Lt tallee Shype Ca& o pess Nhiowgh - S,
¢ () Design a new canal with high-rise, never-to-open bridges in place before we start
Qvfrsbrua
digging the canal so tluﬁ traffic willNEVER be keld up, not one minute, during construction
and thereafter.

{4) Before the canal is dug build the lock gates so designed as to carry two-way
traffic on cither lock gate, so that if one gate is t‘)pea the traffic can go over the uther
gate, aod when it is in turn open, the traffic can go over the other gate. (This means
never will both gates open at the same time which belps highway traffic.)

When alt is done then sod only then will‘ we dig the capal or the cut, if you will.

Of course you must bave two levees which will prevent a rising river or s hurricane
from harming the people. These levees must be far'shough apart that fabricating plants and
other imsinmes needing deep water transport can locate on each side so we can have the
good paying jobs for our citizens without barm to the eavironment. To mitigate the al':;xiety
and improve the looks of the area we could use this area atso 1o build some nice parks and
such for the benefit of the people.

And most important is when that cut - canal is made, if it is made in St. Bernard

Parish the money will have been set aside to close off and dam up the MRGO forever,



starting &t its mouth in Breton Sound. Then we must close off and dam up permanently

both sides of old Bayou LaLoutre so it will fiow like it did 50 years ago. Then we must close
off and dam up permanently both sides of Bayou Yscloskey so it will flow as it did before
MRGO. When we dam the east side of Bayou Yscloskey we must restore all the power lines, -
telephone lines, waterlines and gas lines, and restore the old road which once ran to Lake
Borgne. We must seal off MRGO near the new canal you msy build.

When figished we will have three or four long, narrow laket, and we will no longer
have a salt water tide fiowing in and out and eroding away our land.

Ladies and gentiemes, I would support such construction valy if all the financing is
arranged %0 that it is all completed to eliminate the daﬁgen to our citizens, to stop the waste
of their time and stop the economic waste to our economy of 2 cu!al that frustrates all of us
- some oa a daily basis,

1 also will rigorously oppose a new industrisl canal lock that will destroy the Galvez
Street dock. We should sell this dock to the highest bidder so we will have envircumentally

safe businesses 1o operate from so we can farnish good jobs to our economy.

] woeuld b 5/4! b ans wee @ry 7;,,,,/,,.,;

Ak
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AlNCE MEMRFR ., Thatrict E

Febrvary 28, 1997

William L. Conner .

Colonel, U.S. Army

District Engineer

Departinent Of The Army

New Orleans District, Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267 VIA FAX & MAIL

Dear Colonel Conner:

Crry Hawt, Sumre 2W60
1300 Peroino STREET
New Onsrane 1A 70112
(504) 565-6305

As you know from my comments made in both public and privale meetings, 1 am opposed to

the Industiial Canal Lock Project, Pleasc notc my position fer yuura{pcurc!s.

WE}M

Ellen Hazeur-Distance
Councilmember, District E

R R B Y
EHD/bb

Comments noted.
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The EPA rates your DEIS as “10," {.e.. EPA has "Lack of
Objections™ to the tentatively selected plan of action. Our
classification will be published in the
according to our responsibility under Section 309 of the Clean

Air Act, to inform tha public of our views on proposed Federal
actions.

. We appreciate the opportunity to review the DEIS. Wae
request that you send our office one copy of the Final EIS at the
same time that it is gent to the Office of Faderal Activities,
(2251A), EPA, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.VW., Washington, D.cC.
20044,

Sincerely

Michael P. Xy, P
Regional EnviYonment¥l
Coordinator

Review
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for redirected traffic, permanent detour roads and, if necessary, temporary bridge crossings of
the navigation canal. The document refers to other sources of funding for portions of this work 1t -
<hould be noted that the availability of State and Federal funding is based upon priorities that are
determined by the State DOTD and the New Orleans Regional Planning commission. We
encourage continued coordination with these agencies as weli as the City of New Orleans to
identify availability of appropriate funding for essential parts of the detour routes.

If there are any questions regarding our comments, please contact Mr. William Farr of this office
at (504-389-0465) or Mr. Robert Mahoney (504-389-0568).

Sincerely yours,

U] fod,s

.ﬂwv illiam ussmann
Divisio ministrato;



p2r19.97 - 12:51 SBAAETE2ID aal

syr Causwsomidex 507 #TY3 Aq peidejje esoya 03 uctaesusduco
FTIrUOSEII  WIBFFO ueld uot3EbIitw ey (e M * AOUDO®
qwoor syl 3fFeusq dpey TT¥m SIUSpPIsel weiw jo awqunu ® 30 BUTUTEII
PuUR ucFIRSTpE peuurgd eyl ‘waie AuesTIO meN WY1 X<F wayateod
Azdi @87 syedrwue oTwouco® eyj ‘UCTITPPT VI ryo01 sfya Bujreproq
pooyaoqubiau ayay o3 aoedut eyl eanpex A13eeid sub(sep @ATITAOUUT
Y3 PUT STUIAY BUICGIRID FO Yaaou o3 yoor eyy jo ebusys eyl rApnas
¥oo[ WIY3 jo uorIenEAs pur sjsiTeun peTTwINp ITeyl X0} IPFIIATA
suwsTa0 AN sxseuibug 3Fo edaoy Awly °“5°0 Y] pnetdde oM

-RZAMOPUT SWEITITW Sy3 UC aowdu TWIOUNUTF PROTINS ¥ AT YITHM
sAw[ep SOSTED UOTIITIINEI FPOT Juesezd syl ~AeazelgM TRISWOSEIIAL
FIoD ®y3a uF UIT TEITA T 6T A9 L BFYL ‘ma3¥ls peltun eyl
UTYIFA SuCTIBRUTISED TTE o3 #3onpoxd ENOTIeA JO #SUC3 UOTTITW 52 ISAC
AZIRO SmO3 $SBYL ~FISEQ [EnuUUe U US SRO3 sbiIwq puwanoyl ST I8AO
selpuwy puUT 83¥1S PRITU BUI UT ASOT IseTENY eYI 8T A0OT BTUL

gueaTIo
AaBy 3O 3304 SY3 W§ TWUwD T[erIIenpur eys 03 uRlgd Jusuweoe (dey
a2y paweuibua o ediod Auty "s-n oy3 Fo izoddns ur Butijam we I

‘pueeTnol FO $I¥I5 SYa IoF Arjenpur SWTITIW U3 o FreYeqg uo
“PRAYOU SIUALMLOT)

:zeuun) TIUOTOD Iwed

LISDCIOVI4EE 1001 TONYD TYILLEOONI 18l

LIT0-0310¢ CURTSITOT SUNSTIO MON

: 19709 Xof 3dTI30 3I50d

saesujbuy jo sdxop Amxy -"¥'0

JOTAISTQ DURSTIQD MO ' INPUBWNQD

' Zeuuo) WeFTITM TAUCTOD

LE6T ‘6T Azwniqea

XVARTIL YIA

425~ v 051 124 ITLOSOY (WO}
00y Beemna’) seby 1S
. AdanG 1 BON0ID L UG SRS MO OZ1
Bysaqug swpuuy ue sHOjf YD 5 0wirqag)
NOHMAOD B 0 N0

FumEnOTY 0 AR




Page - 2 -
pebruary 1%, 1997

changes in the design minimize the impact to the 1ocni
neighborhood.

The daoign changes to the bridge structures ar St. Claude and
Claiborne Avenus and the potential consrruction of the Florida
Avenue bridge by the City of New Orleans will improve traffic flow,
and benefit the area balow the lock during hurricane evacuation
routings.

Thae conetruction of this lock will yield considerable sconomic
banefit to the City of New Orleans and the State of Louisiana. The
maritime indusgtry, both ghallow and deep draft, will also benefit.
The delays and lnconveniences during the construction stages will
be minimal when yeu analyze the overall potential henefitm that
this replacement plan will yield to the Port of New Orleans. It is
baged on our careful review of the reports and discussions with the
many entities of the maritime industry thit we offer our full
pupport, and rscommend te the Louisiana congressional delegation
that thay suppert the funding reguired for this lock raplacement

plan.

Yours very truly,




State of Louisiana
Department of Environmental Quality

LY “NIKE” FOSTER. JR.
GUVERNOR

\ X

J BALE GIVENS
SFCRETARY

January 24, 1997

R.H. Schroeder, Jr. : :
Chief, Planning Divisjon - ’ s
Environmental Analysis Branch

Despartment of the Army AUl ABRA B
New Orleans District, Corps of Enginsers

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267

o
t
.

Dear Mr. Schroader:

L

This is in response to the notice and request for comments on
the draft evaluation report/Environmental Impact Statement of
November 1996, for the Mississippi River - Gulf Outlet New Lock and
Connecting Channels project.

The project activity is to take place in the parishes of
Orlesans and St. Bernard, which are designated by U.S. EPA as ozone
attainment parishes operating under a full maintenance plan. The
projsct is subject to the conformity regulations in LAC 33:III,
Chapter 14, Subchapters A (general conformity) and B
(transportation conformity}; and federal conformity requiations at
40 CFR Part 51, Subpartm T and W. The Corps is responsible for
assessing applicability of the requlations to the project for
general conformity, and if necessary, to perform a general
conformity determination and provide enforceable mitigation
commitments prior to beginning any activity on the project.
Activity resulting in on-road mobile emissions must be coordinated
with the designated wetropolitan planning organization, which is
the Nev Orleans Regional Planning Commission.

DEQ’s comments which follow are based on the published draft
evaluation report, Volume 1; the Corps’ submittals to DEQ-AQD of
estimated annual volatile organic compound (VOC) emissions from
equipsent to be used during construction of the project; and
conversations with the New Orieans Corps of Engineaers environmantal
staff.

COMMENTA

1. Submitted annual VOC enissions for equipment to be used during
construction are estimated by the Corps to be below the 100 ton per
Year threshold that would require a full conformity determination
under the general conformity regulation. Before it can be
determined that vOC emissions are below the threshold, estimatjon
of all direct and indirect emissions must be determined.

OFFICE OF AR QUALITY PO BOX B2125 BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70884.213%
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We appreciate the opportunity to review this matter.

Sincersly,

s H. Jenkins Jr.
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Mrs. Maudelle Cade Property File (Lawless High)

Dr. Morris L. Holmes Property File (Martin L. King Ele.)
Dr. Linda Fortenberry Property File (Hardin Ele.)

Mr. Reginald Zeno Praperty File (Armstrong Ele.)

Mr. Earl Levingston Property File (Noble Center)

Ms. Stephanie Polk Property File (Edison Ele.)

Mr. Ronald Gearing

Ms. Shirley Taylor (Lawless Righ Schoul)
Mrs. Doris Hicks (Martin Luther King Ele.)
Ms. Glenda Kemp (Hardin Ele.)

Ms. Thelva Brown (Amstrong Ele.)

Ms. Patricia McFarlin (Noble Center)

Ms. Rosemary Martin (Edison Ele.)
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In determining the future of the Industrial Canal Lock, we would urge the Corps to also ook at the
impact that a new lock could have on future growth over a multi-state arca of the southern United
States. The economic analysis in the evaluation teport focuses on the potential grawth in teaffic
based on the current industrial and commercial base of the region. However, it does not lock at the
businesses and facilities which may move to the region if the fock is replaced. The availability of
inexpensive and refiable transportation is 8 determining factor in the decision to locate or expand a
business. Conversely, uncertainty over the availability of that transportation has 8 negative impact
on future development. The state of the current lock —~ aging, unreliable and prone to breakdown -
- most certainly has a chilling efiect on economic development along the eastern Gulf Coast. More
than three decades of debate over replacing the lock has sent an extremely negative signal to
prospeclive industries. Prolonging the debate only hurts the prospects for regional economic
development,

If, ont the other hand, the lock is replaced with a more efficient, reliable structure, it will become
one of the selling points for the entire region. Companies making site selection decisions will be
able to factor in their ability to transport fuel for their energy needs, raw materials and finished
products inexpensively. Potentially, this project could drive economic development well into the
next century.

The engineers involved in planning this lock replacement have attempted to be as responsive to the
needs of the local community as they have been to the needs of the lock users. It is time to move
forward and replace the Industrial Canal Lock. Thank you for allowing us to comment on this
project. Tam enclosing a stamped sclf-addressed envelope and would appreciate a response to
indicate that these comments were received.

_ Sincerely,

Ken Wells
Vice President - Southern Region
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February 18, 1997
Colonel William L. Conner
page 2

It is evident to us that the planning process comprehensively looked at all
possible scenarios, fulfilling planning mandates and environmental considerations in
determining the best alternative, Given the long history of the planning process and
the urgent need to ensure a stable waterbome route which will service the future needs
of the region, it is imperative that the project proceed without further delay.

If you havc any questions, please don't hesitate to contact Bob Gayle, the
Chamber's President and CEO, phone 527-6920.

Th n; B. Coleman

ChmT: of the Board
cc: ¢ Dicharry

Les Waguespack
Jack Walker
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page 2

*payment of 4 traffic controllers (for minimum of 12 years)

*monetary compensation to ton-public schools that have decreased
enroliment

*teimbursement to RTA for lost revenue

*reimbursemont to homeowners for decteased property values

*aud all other related costs

The other nain concern is the construction of the floodwalls. Within the Atmy
Corps survey there appears 1o be no serious study on the impact that this wall
wifll have on the long term Holy Cross neighborhood revitatization efforts. The
only concession is on page EIS-10 that states these flood walls will reduce
recreational use of the intended area. Howeves, in the guidelines section of the
study on page D-4-3 the statement labeled "q" concemns itself with "adverse
alteration or destruction of public parks, shoreline access points. .ot other areas
of public use and concern.”. The reports response was on page D-5-8 "No
such areas would he adversely impacted”.

Tn addition, there was no diagram of the relation of this wall to the
neighbothood.

11is oversight should be addressed and its im'pact on the neighborhvod should
be fully studied.

We thank you for your time in addressing our concems.

Sincerely,

W Blet” W
MufTin Balart Kristin Gisleson Palmer
Chairman Director

cc: “Leslie S. Waguepack
Richard Ooe
‘Stephen Walsh
John Koeferel
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Cotonef William L. Connex
Pistrict Engineen

Conps vf Engineens

New Ornfeans Distrdict
Februany 20¢h, 1997

Page 1

Thanking you in advance for your attention and considerations concerning
this matten, 1 nemadin,
Verny Lty yours,

GREATER NEW ORLEANS BARGE FLEETING
ASSOCTATION, INC.

o e00

KARL C. GONIALES
President

KCG: kg



