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DIVISION ENGINEER’S PUBLIC NOTICE

BAYOU SORREL LOCK, LOUISIANA
FINAL FEASIBILITY REPORT

The New Orleans District Engineer has prepared a final
feasibility study, including a final environmental impact
statement, for replacing the Bayou Sorrel Lock. The report
was developed under authority of resolutions of the United
States Senate and House of Representatives Committee on
Public Works and Transportation, 29 September 1972, and
12 October 1972, respectively.

The District Engineer recommends the construction of a
new, larger lock located adjacent to the existing lock at
Bayou Sorrel, the construction of approach channels to the
new lock, the closure of the existing lock, measures to
mitigate the impacts of the project on fish and wildlife
resources, erosion protection in the vicinity of the lock,
and mooring buoy facilities adjacent to the erosion
protection. Bayou Sorrel Lock is located in Iberville
Parish in south-central Louisiana about 50 miles south of
Baton Rouge. The lock passes barge traffic moving over the
Morgan City to Port Allen alternate route of the Gulf
Intracoastal Waterway through the East Atchafalaya Basin
protection levee.

The total project cost of the recommended plan is
$88,500,000 at 2003 price levels. This cost is allocated
between the flood control and inland navigation purposes of
the Lock. The flood control portion of the plan is an
integral, inseparable feature of the authorized compre-
hensive Mississippi River and Tributaries project.
Separable benefit cost analyses are not required for
inseparable features of the MR&T project. The equivalent
average annual. costs attributable to inland navigation were
computed at 2000 price levels and are $977,000. The average
annual benefits at 2000 price levels are $16,300,000.

The benefit-to-cost ratio is 16.7:1, at an interest rate of
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5-7/8 percent and an economic life of 50 years. The
benefits and costs were developed for 2000 price levels
because the latest vessel operating costs available are for
2000 price levels, and costs and benefits must be compared
at the same price level. I concur in the findings and
recommendations of the District Engineer.

The recommendations contained herein reflect the
information available at this time and current departmental
policies governing formulation of individual projects. They
do not reflect program and budgeting priorities inherent in
the formulation of a national Civil Works construction
program nor the perspective of higher review levels within
the Executive Branch. Consequently, the recommendations may
be modified before they are transmitted to the Congress as
proposals for authorization and implementation funding.
However, prior to transmittal to the Congress, the State of
Louisiana, Inland Waterway User Group, the Iberville Parish
Government, interested Federal agencies, and other parties
will be advised of any modifications and will be afforded an
opportunity to comment further.

The report is being forwarded for policy review prior
to action by the Mississippi River Commission; Headquarters,
United States Army Corps of Engineers; and the Assistant
Secretary of the Army for Civil Works. Interested parties
may present written views on the report to the Director of
Civil Works, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 441 G Street NW,
Washington, DC 20314-1000. Statements submitted should not
repeat material previously presented at public meetings
conducted by the New Orleans District Engineer or contained
in his report, as this information is already available.
Information submitted should be new and specific in nature
and bear directly on the findings of the report. Statements
should be mailed in time to reach the Director within 30
days of the date of this notice. If extension of this date
is considered necessary, a written request stating reasons
and additional time desired should be mailed to the Director
soon after receipt of this notice.



Copies of information received by mail will be regarded
as public information unless the correspondent requests
otherwise. Such a request will limit the usefulness of the
information because of the need for full public disclosure
of all factors relevant to the decision.

No final action will be taken on the report until after
the expiration of this notice or any extension thereof that
may be granted, and full consideration of all information
submitted in response thereto.

Further information may be obtained from the District
Commander, U.S. Army Engineer District, New Orleans,
P.0. Box 60267, New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267.
Interested parties may obtain copies of the feasibility
report and environmental impact statement from the District
Engineer free of charge as long as copies are available.
The feasibility report and environmental impact statement
can also be found at http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/prj/bayousorrel/.
Please pass along a copy of this public notice to anyone who
may be interested in the report and who has not received a
copy .
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