
JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

July 22, 2013 
 
United States Army                                                                    State of Louisiana 
Corps of Engineers                                                      Department of Environmental Quality 
New Orleans District                                                    Office of Environmental Services 
Regulatory Branch                                                                     Post Office Box 4313 
Post Office Box 60267                                                               Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
70821-4313 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267   
 
(504) 862-1217                                                                          (225) 219-3225 
Project Manager                                                                          Project Manager 
Kenny Blanke                                                                              Jamie Phillippe 
Kenneth.G.Blanke@usace.army.mil                                           WQC Application Number 
MVN 2013-0685-CQ                                                                  WQC 130712-01           
 
     Interested parties are hereby notified that a permit application has been received by the 
New Orleans District of the US Army Corps of Engineers pursuant to:  [X] Section 10 of the 
Rivers and Harbors Act of March 3, 1899 (30 Stat. 1151; 33 USC 403); and/or [X] Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act (86 Stat. 816; 33 USC 1344). 
 
     Application has also been made to the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, 
Office of Environmental Services, for a Water Quality Certification (WQC) in accordance 
with statutory authority contained in LRS 30:2074 A(3) and provisions of Section 401 of the 
Clean Water Act. 
 

AFTER-THE-FACT SAND AND GRAVEL MINING OPERATIONS 
 ON THE AMITE RIVER IN SAINT HELENA AND EAST FELICIANA PARISHES 
 
NAME OF APPLICANT:  Bishop Endeavors, LLC, c/o Providence Engineering, Attn: Mr. 
Lee Womack, 1201 Main Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802. 
 
LOCATION OF WORK:  Along the left descending bank of the Amite River, near 
Grangeville, Louisiana, in SAINT HELENA and EAS FELICIANA PARISHES, 30.85183 N 
and -90.84841 W, as shown on the enclosed drawings.  This project is located in USGS 
Hydrologic Unit Code (HUC) 08070202- Amite River. 
 
The work described below was partially completed prior to obtaining a Department of the 
Army permit and was in violation of Section 301 of the Clean Water Act.  All legal issues 
concerning the unauthorized work have been deferred. 
 
CHARACTER OF WORK:  The applicant is requesting an after-the-fact Department of the 
Army permit for to clear, excavate, dredge, grub, place and maintain fill material for the 
construction and operations of a sand and gravel mining site.  The 207.34-acre project site 
has approximately 30.79 acres of access road corridor, living quarters, and two ponds, 
along with an approximate 176.55-acre island located between the Amite River’s East 
Prong and West Prong.  Approximately 55.71 acres are subject to the Corps’ jurisdiction 
on the project site, of which approximately 24.04 acres of jurisdictional areas were 
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impacted prior to obtaining a Department of the Army permit authorization.  Approximately 
0.16 acre Other Waters of the US (Section 404 only), 14.77 acres of Section 10 Waters of 
the US, 5.12 acres of jurisdictional wetlands (Sections 10 and 404), and 4.02 acres of 
jurisdictional wetlands (Section 404 only) were impacted without a Department of the Army 
permit.  The applicant is proposing to restore approximately 6.92 acres of the violation 
(2.67 acres of Section 10 Waters of the US, 0.49 acre of jurisdictional wetlands subject to 
Section 10/404, and 3.76 acres of jurisdictional wetlands subject to Section 404 only).  The 
applicant is proposing to avoid approximately 32.27 acres of Section 10 Waters of the US 
through the incorporation of a 100-foot buffer along the Amite River (East Prong) on the 
eastern boundary of the island and an average buffer of 200 to 600-feet wide buffer along 
the Amite River (West Prong) along the western boundary of the island.  The applicant 
proposes to utilize a “dry mining” methodology to extract the gravel/aggregate material 
from the project site.  Concurrent with the proposed site restoration, the applicant is 
proposing to mine additional areas on the island.  In addition to the approximate 17.12 
acres of impact, the applicant is proposing to mine approximately 1.15 acres of Section 10 
Waters of the US, 0.24 acre of Section 10/404 jurisdictional wetlands, and 0.69 acre of 
jurisdictional wetlands.  The total direct project impacts (after-the-fact and proposed) of 
approximately 19.2 acres of jurisdictional areas is proposed to be restored in accordance 
with the applicant’s attached restoration plan for the 6.92 acres of pre-authorization 
restoration.  A copy of the applicant’s restoration plan is located after the project drawings.  
As compensation, the applicant proposes to donate the property to Ducks Unlimited, Inc. 
following the reclamation/restoration activities and proposes the establishment of a 
conservation easement on the property. 
 
The applicant may be required to fully or partially restore the project site to pre-project 
conditions, if issuance of a permit is determined to be contrary to the overall public interest.   
 

The comment period for the Department of Army will close in 20 days from the date of 
this joint public notice.  Written comments, including suggestions for modifications or 
objections to the proposed work, stating reasons thereof, are being solicited from anyone 
having interest in this permit and/or this WQC request and must be mailed so as to be 
received before or by the last day of the comment period.  Letters concerning the Corps of 
Engineers permit application must reference the applicant's name and the Permit 
Application Number, and be mailed to the Corps of Engineers at the address above, 
ATTENTION: REGULATORY BRANCH.  Similar letters concerning the Water Quality 
Certification must reference the applicant's name and the WQC application number and be 
mailed to the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality at the address above.  
Individuals or parties may request an extension of time in which to comment on the 
proposed work by writing or e-mailing the Corps of Engineers Project Manager listed 
above.  Any request must be specific and substantively supportive of the requested 
extension, and received by this office prior to the end of the initial comment period. The 
Section Chief will review the request and the requestor will be promptly notified of the 
decision to grant or deny the request.  If granted, the time extension will be continuous to 
the initial comment period and, inclusive of the initial comment period, will not exceed a 
total of 30 calendar days.   

 
The application for this proposed project is on file with the Louisiana Department of 

Environmental Quality and may be examined during weekdays between 8:00 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m.  Copies may be obtained upon payment of costs of reproduction. 
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Corps of Engineers Permit Criteria 

 
     The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable 
impacts, including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That 
decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important 
resources.  The benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal 
must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be 
relevant to the proposal will be considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among 
those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, 
historic properties, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, 
navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, 
water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, 
considerations of property ownership and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people. 
 
     The US Army Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public, federal, state, 
and local agencies and officials, Indian Tribes, and other interested parties in order to 
consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will 
be considered by the US Army Corps of Engineers to determine whether to make, modify, 
condition, or deny a permit for this proposal.  To make this decision, comments are used to 
assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general 
environmental effects, and other public interest factors listed above.  Comments are used 
in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact 
Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are also used to 
determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the 
proposed activity. 
 
     No properties listed on the National Register of Historic Places are near the proposed 
work.  The possibility exists that the proposed work may damage or destroy presently 
unknown archeological, scientific, prehistorical, historical sites, or data.  Copies of this 
notice are being sent to the State Archeologist and the State Historic Preservation Officer. 
 
     Our initial finding is that the proposed work would neither affect any species listed as 
endangered by the U.S. Departments of Interior or Commerce, nor affect any habitat 
designated as critical to the survival and recovery of any endangered species. 
 
     This notice initiates the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) consultation requirements of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.  The applicant's proposal 
would result in the destruction or alteration of up to n/a acres of EFH utilized by various life 
stages of red drum and penaeid shrimp.  Our initial determination is that the proposed 
action would not have a substantial adverse impact on EFH or federally managed fisheries 
in the Gulf of Mexico.  Our final determination relative to project impacts and the need for 
mitigation measures is subject to review by and coordination with the National Marine 
Fisheries Service. 
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     If the proposed work involves deposits of dredged or fill material into navigable waters, 
the evaluation of the probable impacts will include the application of guidelines established 
by the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency.  Also, a certification that the 
proposed activity will not violate water quality standards will be required from the 
Department of Environmental Quality, Office of Environmental Services before a permit is 
issued.  
 
     Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, 
that a public hearing be held to consider this application.  Requests for public hearings 
shall state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing.  You are requested 
to communicate the information contained in this notice to any other parties whom you 
deem likely to have interest in the matter. 
 
 
 
 
                            JOHN M. HERMAN 
                      Chief, Central Evaluation Section 
        Regulatory Branch 
Enclosures 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

The following restoration plan (Plan) has been prepared on behalf of Bishop Endeavors, LLC (Bishop) 
and summarizes the proposed wetland restoration for approximately 6.92 acres in East Feliciana and 
St. Helena Parishes, Louisiana. The purpose of the Plan is to summarize existing conditions of the 
Bishop’s 207-acre tract and provide specific details describing the restoration of 6.92 acres of waters 
of the U.S., including wetlands, on the tract. 

 
2.0 BACKGROUND 

 
The 207-acre Site was purchased by Bishop in September 2011. Subsequently, between October to 
December 2011, parish permits were acquired to install a water well, electrical hookups, and site a camper 
trailer on a portion of the tract, which had been cleared by the previous landowner. 

 
At the time of purchase, the tract was historically used for timber harvest and had an unimproved access 
road running southwest to the 176.55-acre tract from its junction with Otis and Willie Matthews Road. The 
road was gravel based and constructed to support logging trucks. Between January and February 2012, 
Bishop began excavating gravel from an existing food plot and two existing ponds adjacent to the roadway. 
The material excavated was utilized to improve the existing gravel road. Prior to placing material on the 
roadway, six existing culverts were replaced with new culverts the same diameter and lengths of the 
originals. 

 
In March 2012, Bishop hired Feliciana Wildlife, Inc. to conduct a wetland delineation on the tract. Since the 
road had already been improved the delineation was restricted to the 176.55-acre island. Feliciana Wildlife 
determined that wetlands were not present on the tract and mining commenced on the 176.55 acres. 
Shortly after mining commenced on the tract the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) 
received a complaint from an adjacent landowner and made a site visit to investigate the complaint. The 
LDWF agent informed Bishop that he had no issues with the current excavation and advised Bishop to 
avoid two sandbars along the Amite River.  

 
Subsequently, Bishop scheduled a meeting with the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources (LDNR) 
to discuss permitting implications and requirements to conduct dry mining on the sandbars. In addition to 
LDNR personnel, Corps personnel attended the meeting to discuss the required permits. At this meeting 
Bishop was told he would need a wetland delineation (which had already been conducted) and would have 
to file a Section 10 permit application for any impacts occurring below the mean high water mark of the 
Amite River.  

 
Bishop left this meeting with the understanding that his concerns and all permitting implications would be 
strictly associated with the two sandbar locations which he pursued immediately. 

 
Between March and April 2012, Bishop hired Lobell Engineering and Land Surveying, LLC to determine the 
mean high water mark of the Amite River along the sandbars in its relation to the established Amite River 
gauge at Darlington. Once the mean high water mark was determined and acting on information obtained 
during the March 2012 LDNR meeting, Bishop hired Providence to file the Section 10 permit application on 
their behalf in April 2012. 
 
Following the submittal of the Section 10 permit application, LDWF and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
New Orleans District (NOD) made multiple site visits between April and May 2012. The LDWF advised 
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Bishop that he would be required to file a Scenic River permit application and recommended mining and 
reclamation techniques. Following LDWF’s visit the NOD conducted a site visit in May 2012 and issued 
Bishop a Cease and Desist (C&D) Order. According to the NOD the C&D order was issued due to 
improvements (widening) of the existing access road and culvert replacements with jurisdictional wetlands 
and other waters of the U.S., as well as potential impacts to wetlands on the 176.55-acre island and within 
the ordinary high water mark of the Amite River. Additionally, a tolling agreement was executed between 
the NOD and Bishop on June 17, 2013. 

 
Based on the above chain of events when Bishop began road improvements and mining on the 176.55-
acre island he was unaware of the presence of wetlands and permitting requirements. In addition, based on 
the wetland delineation Bishop had conducted in March 2012, his understanding was that mining on the 
tract would not impact jurisdictional wetlands and mining subsequently commenced.  
 
To address the situation Bishop provided revised wetland figures to the NOD, based on a site visit 
conducted by the NOD and Providence in July 2012. The revised figures incorporated areas assessed by 
the NOD during the site visit that were determined jurisdictional under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, 
as well as incorporated jurisdictional Section 10 areas which were determined based on survey data and 
historic water levels of the USGS Amite River Gauge located on LA 10 in Darlington, Louisiana. The 
revised set of wetland figures was submitted to the NOD on July 24, 2012 and has been verbally agreed 
upon by NOD Surveillance and Enforcement analyst, Michael Windham (MVN-2012-01086). 
 
Impacts associated with the road improvements and mined areas total 24.04 acres, and are depicted by 
impact type in Table 1.  

  

Table 1: After-the-Fact Impacts (24.04 acres) 

Jurisdictional Area Impact Acres 

Other Waters of the U.S. Excavated 0.16 

Section 10 Cleared/Grubbed 4.92 

Section 10 Excavated 5.07 

Section 10 Filled 4.78 

Section 10/404 Cleared/Grubbed 0.48 

Section 10/404 Excavated 0.43 

Section 10/404 Filled 4.21 

Section 404 Cleared/Grubbed 2.60 

Section 404 Excavated 1.05 

Section 404 Filled 0.16 

 
 
Areas proposed to be restored are described in Table 2 below and depicted Figures 3a – 3f.  
 
 

  



BISHOP ENDEAVORS, LLC 

 

825-001-002DK Rocky App Att D - Restor Plan-Rev1 3 PROVIDENCE 

Table 2: Proposed Restoration (6.92 acres) 

Jurisdictional Area Impact Acres 

Section 10 Cleared/Grubbed 1.00 

Section 10 Excavated 1.21 

Section 10 Filled 0.46 

Section 10/404 Excavated 0.17 

Section 10/404 Filled 0.32 

Section 404 Cleared/Grubbed 2.56 

Section 404 Excavated 0.90 

Section 404 Filled 0.30 

 
3.0 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
To compensate for the unauthorized impacts on approximately 24.04 acres of jurisdictional areas, 
Bishop is proposing to restore 6.92 acres, including 2.67 acres of Section 10 waters, 0.49 acre of 
Section 10/404 wetlands, and 3.76 acres of Section 404 wetlands. The restoration of the 6.92 acres 
will be conducted prior to the receipt of the NOD’s authorization to commence with mining activities 
on the Site. The remaining 17.12 acres of unauthorized impacts, as well as the 2.08 acres of 
additional (proposed) impacts will be restored in accordance with this restoration plan concurrent 
with the proposed mining operation.   

 
4.0 LOCATION 

 
The Site is approximately centered at Latitude 30°51’6.58”N and Longitude 90°50’54.28”W in Sections 19, 
24, 25, 30, 39, 40, and 41, Township 2 South, Range 4 East of East Feliciana and St. Helena Parishes. 
Access to the Site is via a constructed access road from its junction with Otis and Willie Matthews Road 
(St. Helena Parish). 

 
5.0 SITE OWNERSHIP 

 
Bishop is the owner of the 176.55-acre island, while MP Heck Properties, LLC owns the remaining 
30.45 acres associated with the improved roadway. There are no easements, servitudes, or 
restrictions for the area (6.92 acres) proposed for restoration.  

 
6.0 HISTORIC AND CURRENT LAND CONDITIONS 

 
Historically, the 176.55-acre tract was utilized for timber harvest and was managed for timber until 
its purchase by Bishop in 2011. Bishop’s intent for the tract was to mine gravel to supply his 
concrete plant (Baldwin Redi-mix) in Baldwin, Louisiana. 

 
6.1 Existing Land Use (Restoration Area) 

 
The portions of the Site proposed for restoration (6.92 acres) include areas which have been 
clear cut and grubbed, excavated, and filled (Table 2). The majority of the areas proposed for 
restoration are adjacent to the access road which was improved to access the island 
(Figures 3d – 3f). Areas adjacent to the permanent road will be restored to functional 
bottomland hardwood (BLH) habitat. In addition, areas on the southeastern boundary of the 
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island within 100 feet of the Amite River will be restored to functional BLH habitat. However, 
an existing access road (prior to the unauthorized impacts) within this 100 feet buffer will 
remain unrestored (Figure 3c). 

    
6.2 Existing Plant Communities (Restoration Area) 

 
Prior to the unauthorized impacts, the proposed restoration areas adjacent to the access road were 
utilized for timber and were primarily dominated by loblolly pine (Pinus tadea). Other species 
identified in the areas include sweet gum (Liquidambar styraciflua), water oak (Quercus nigra), 
winged elm (Ulmus alata), Chinese privet (Ligustrum sinense), yaupon (Ilex vomitoria), blackberry 
(Rubus sp.), wood bulrush (Scripus expansus), and fragrant flatsedge (Cyperus odoratus). 
 
Dominant species identified along the southeastern boundary of the island include: water oak, 
yaupon, Chinese privet, and field burrweed (Solia pterosperma), and sticky chickweed (Cerastium 
glomeratum). 

 
6.3 Soils (Restoration Area) 

 
The NRCS’s Web Soil Survey indicates that the areas proposed for restoration along the access 
road may be underlain by Fluker silt loam and Guyton silt loam, while the proposed restoration 
areas on the island are mapped as being underlain by Ouachita, Ochlocknee, and Guyton soils, 
frequently flooded.  
 
6.4 Existing Hydrology (Restoration Area) 

 
The entire tract is in the Lower Mississippi-Lake Maurepas Drainage Basin; within the United 
States Geological Survey (USGS) Hydrologic Cataloguing Unit 08070202. Sources of hydrology on 
the area proposed for restoration are primarily rainfall, sheet flow, and backwater flooding from the 
East and West Prongs of the Amite River. 

 
7.0 RESTORATION PLAN 

 
Bishop proposes to restore approximately 6.92 acres of BLH, which prior to more recent timber 
practices, was the dominant habitat type on both the island and areas adjacent to the access road.  

 
7.1 Surface Hydrology 

 
The surface hydrology associated with the restoration areas along the access road has been 
maintained by culverts. Additionally all areas restored will be returned to pre-project contours 
to the maximum extent practicable.  
 
Surface hydrology on the island will be restored by returning the areas to pre-project contours 
to the maximum extent practicable.  

 
7.2 Soils 

 
Excavated areas along the access road will be backfilled with on-site native material.  
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Regarding the restoration areas on the island, Bishop is only proposing to extract gravel 
from the Site, and intends to utilize topsoil segregation practices. All soil strata will remain 
stockpiled on site and will be utilized to backfill the mined areas. In addition, Bishop’s mining 
process allows him to separate the overburden (top soil strata) from the material containing 
strata (sub-soil strata) which will allow the soil to be restored in the same manner.   

 
7.3 Proposed Bottomland Hardwood Planting and Restoration 

 
After soil strata are restored and graded to pre-project contours, native tree species will be 
planted to restore the areas to a functional bottomland hardwood (BLH) ecosystem. 
Restoration will be accomplished by planting an appropriate species mixture of bottomland 
hardwoods during the standard planting season (December to March). Bare-root seedlings will be 
planted on approximately 6.92 acres using 9 x 9 feet spacing for an initial stand density of at least 
540 seedlings per acre. Species proposed for the restoration area are listed below. The actual 
species planted will depend on availability. However, no less than five of the species below will be 
obtained for planting. A mixture of the following species will be planted to restore the site: 

 

COMMON NAME SPECIES INDICATOR 

Bald cypress Taxodium distichum OBL 

Willow oak Quercus phellos FACW 

Water oak Quercus nigra FAC 

Nuttall oak Quercus nuttallii OBL 

Cherrybark oak Quercus pagoda FAC 

Overcup oak Quercus lyrata OBL 

Swamp chestnut oak Quercus michauxii FACW 

Water hickory Carya aquatica OBL 

Pecan hickory Carya illinoensis FAC 

Sycamore Platanus occidentalis FACW 

Sweet gum Liquidambar styraciflua FAC 

Sugarberry Celtis laevigata FACW 

Green ash Fraxinus pennsylvanica FACW 

Red mulberry Morus rubra FAC 

Common persimmon Diospyros virginiana FAC 

  
8.0 EXOTIC/NUISANCE VEGETATIVE SPECIES CONTROL 

 
Exotic/noxious plant species [e.g., Chinese tallow-tree (Triadica sebifera), eastern cottonwood (Populus 
deltoids), honey-locust (Gleditsia tricanthos), and black willow (Salix nigra)] will be controlled as needed 
until below-referenced performance standards are achieved.  

 
9.0 PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 

 
The following performance standards shall be implemented: 
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9.1 Success Criteria 
 

Bottomland Hardwood Establishment Criteria 
 

a. Site Preparation 

 Backfilling of excavated soils 

 All disturbed area returned to pre-project contours to the maximum extent 
practicable. 

b. Tree Planting 

 Tree species will be planted on 9 x 9 feet spacing (540 trees per acre), with a 
minimum of five above-referenced target species. 

 Seedlings will be planted to achieve a final coverage at year five of at least 270 
stems per acre (50% survival), including desirable natural recruits. 

 Seedling survival and growth will be monitored one-year, three-years, and five-
years post-planting. 

 
9.2 Five-Year Success Criteria: 

 
1. A 50% survival rate of the planted and naturally-recruited tree seedlings or 270 desirable trees 

per acre will be attained through the second growing season and persist through year five of 
the monitoring requirement.  

2. The restoration area will include less than five percent exotic (Chinese tallow-tree) or noxious 
(black willow, cottonwood, water locust) species by year five. 

 
10.0 LONG-TERM MAINTENANCE AND PROTECTION 

 
Bishop, unless the tract is accepted by a conservation organization, shall be responsible for protecting and 
maintaining the restoration area. Bishop has contacted Ducks Unlimited, Inc., which has agreed to accept 
the tract post-reclamation and successful establishment of a conservation servitude on the property.  

 
10.1 Uses Prohibited 

 
1) Placing, filling, storing, or dumping of refuse, trash, vehicle bodies or parts, rubbish, debris, 

junk, waste, or other such items within the restoration area. 
2) Mechanized land clearing or deposition of soil, shell, rock or other fill within the restoration 

area. 
3) Cutting, removal or destruction of vegetation within the restoration area except for control of 

exotic/noxious species. 
4) Grazing of cattle or other livestock within the restoration area.  
5) All other activities, which the NOD determines to be inconsistent with the establishment, 

maintenance and protection of wetlands within the restoration area and that may or may not be 
subject to NOD regulatory authority. 
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10.2 Uses Allowed 
 

1) Monitoring of vegetation, soils and water. 
2) Non-consumptive recreational uses, such as hunting, fishing, hiking and bird watching. 
3) Ecological education. 

 

11.0 MONITORING AND REPORTING PROVISIONS 
 

11.1 Monitoring Provisions 
 

Bishop agrees to perform all necessary work to monitor the restoration area required to 
demonstrate compliance with the success criteria.  

 

11.2 Monitoring Reports 
 

Monitoring reports shall be provided to the NOD no later than 60 days following the completion of 
each monitoring effort, conducted one-year, three-years, and five-years post-planting. In the event 
that monitoring shows that initial success criteria have not been met, Bishop shall take measures to 
achieve the criteria accordingly. Monitoring, reporting, and remedial action shall be conducted in 
accordance with the following:  

  

1. Bishop shall conduct surveys of living seedlings within the restoration area one-year, 
three-years, and five-years post-planting. Surveys shall be conducted between April 15th 
and November 15th of the respective year. Seedling survival shall be documented by 
performing a comprehensive tally of one, 1/10 acre random plot per acre restored.  In 
addition, Bishop shall perform a cursory examination of the entire planted tract to 
determine if overall survival rate is adequate. 

2. Bishop will, within 60 days following the survey, provide a written report to the NOD. The 
report shall include, at a minimum, the following: 

a. A USGS topographic map with the restoration area indicated. 

b. A detailed narrative that summarizes the condition of the restoration area. 

c. Appropriate site maps that show the locations of sampling plots, permanent 
photographic stations, sampling transects, etc. 

d. Results of vegetation surveys, including the following: visual estimates of overall 
percent cover and of percent cover within each layer of vegetation; indices of 
species diversity; estimates of percent cover of exotic and noxious species within 
each layer of vegetation and control measures to be taken; composition of plant 
community (wetland indicator status); calculations of survival for planted trees; 
estimates of natural re-vegetation; and estimates of plant vigor (as measured by 
evidence of reproduction). 

e. A discussion of likely causes of observed tree mortality within those areas that did 
not exhibit a survival rate for planted seedlings of at least 270 stems per acre. 

f. Monitoring Reports should be mailed to: 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
New Orleans District 
Surveillance and Enforcement Section 
7400 Leake Avenue 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70118-3651 
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3. If survival is less than 270 desirable trees per acre (as determined by sampling or 
observing high mortality within any zone or location within a planted area), Bishop shall 
take appropriate actions and replace all dead seedlings with new seedlings of the 
appropriate species from the approved list (replacements need not be the same species) 
during the following non-growing season.  

4. Bishop will not be responsible for replacement of seedlings or trees when mortality is due 
to an Act of God or other force majeure event (other than beaver predation) that occurs 
after the long-term criteria are met. 
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