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Unlocking 9th Ward worry

neighborhood worried about the im-
pact of work planned for the Indus-
trial Canal, the Port of New QOrleans and the
Army Corps of Engineers have made a sub-
stantial addition to the bridge they have built
between government and the people it serves.

The office, recently opened in the Sanchez
Center in the Lower 9th Ward, will serve as 2
clearinghonse for information shout the pro-
posed replacement of the canal lock. That
ment of more than 600 residents, sparked
vehement opposition from a range of people,
among them residents, preservationists and
politicians.

The lock, the busiest in the nation, is also
the sight of frequent towboat traffic tieups.
The maritime industry, which has wanted to
replace the lock for more than 30 years, had
produced a plan for reaching that goal with
httle input from the wmmmty that would
be affected

Opponents of the $500 million project
feared the cbvious loss of neighbors and
property and the potential demolition of his-
toric parts of the city. The Port and Corps
decided in 1990 to “go back to square one,” as
Port President J. Ron Brinson said then, or-
ganizing a task force of community represen-
tm‘rsmdash.ngfordmacnononhownext
to proceed.
*  Though that process produced a plan ac-
ceptable to many, the concerns for the neigh-
borhood persist and rumors still fester about
the pending demolition of homes and dis-
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placement of hundreds. Thus, the new office.

“There are people who still think those |

things will happen,” smde:nckGallway di-
rector of planning and engineering for the
Port. “The office is here becanse the commu-

nity recommended it. This is another step in-
trying to get informeation out.™ )

The Caffin Avenue office, financed by the
Port and the Corps of Engineers, also will be

asoundingboaxdtorﬂ;osewhosﬁ]lmshtb
infiuence the lock project, w!nch is yeaxs

away from startup. ©
‘What OrgEnizers most want tor

project
know is how residents think traffic ang . -
lock work, Mr. Gallway said With thatinfor- .

mancm.hesmd,nfﬁmlsmprepue

plansto 1
mitigate thoseproblems,phnsthatwmbe.-_
neededwhcnthehmeeomstouk(‘fongress-“

formoney-*dothewoﬂ:.

“We wa:: to hear from the community. |

wi:attholsethingsa:e,*l_\&r.Gallmanssid.

The office also will be the site of more pub-

lic hearings and will provide brochures and

in the futare, a video for those who still have |
questions about what will happen to their |.

neighborhood, he said.

It’ssvahmhleoommmntymthntgm-:'

beyond pure public relations. Port officials
and the Corps of Engineers are not only con-
structing a good model for how to resolve
confiict between people and progress, but &
better model for how to reduce the chances
that there will ever be conflict in the first
place.




