[image: image1.wmf]
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

New Orleans District, CEMVN-PM-W

P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267










  December 2004
PROJECT FACT SHEET

Vermilion River Ecosystem Restoration, Louisiana

Continuing Authorities Program, Section 206 Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration

PROJECT AUTHORITY:  The study was conducted as part of the Continuing Authorities Program (CAP), under the authority of Section 206 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1996. 

PROJECT SPONSOR:  The Lafayette Parish Bayou Vermilion District issued a letter of intent on February 4, 2004, to be the non-Federal sponsor of the project.  The Vermilion River, Section 206, Ecosystem Restoration project has very large public support.  At the meetings with the non-Federal sponsor, the local communities, and local citizens, have shown their support for the project. Lafayette Parish voters on November 15, 2003, approved a .45 - mill property tax to support a wide range of restoration projects along the Vermilion River including this project. 

PROJECT LOCATION:  The study area is located in south central Louisiana, approximately 50 miles west of Baton Rouge. The proposed area extends along the Vermilion River from the Lafayette Regional Airport (north of the city of Lafayette) to Highway 726, approximately 37 miles of River. The Vermilion River is the major feature of the study and is located in Lafayette Parish. The study area also includes the Bayou Tortue Swamp, Ruth (Evangeline) Canal, and Lake Martin in Lafayette and St. Martin Parishes

PROJECT PURPOSE:  The purpose of the proposed project is to restore fish and wildlife habitat along the Vermilion River through the re-establishment of riparian zones and the improvement of water quality in the river.   
PROJECT FEATURES:  During the feasibility study phase several potential alternatives, and combination thereof, would be analyzed to restore the fish and wildlife habitats along the Vermilion River as well as reduce the amount of sediments and nutrients entering the river.

PROJECT COSTS: The total feasibility study cost is estimated at $710,000 

PROJECT STATUS/SCHEDULE:  The Preliminary Restoration Plan report (PRP) was sent to the Mississippi Valley Division (CEMVD) for review and approval in February 2004. 

The project would proceed to the feasibility phase after the CEMVD’s approval. Funds for the feasibility study phase are not scheduled for fiscal year 2005. 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Mireya Laigast, Project Manager, 504-862-2447 email: Mireya.l.laigast@mvn02.usace.army.mil 








