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Lake Verret Ecosystem Restoration, Louisiana

Continuing Authorities Program, Section 206 Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration

PROJECT AUTHORITY:  The study was conducted as part of the Continuing Authorities Program (CAP), under the authority of Section 206 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1996. 

PROJECT SPONSOR:  The Assumption Parish Government issued a letter of intent on September 3, 2002, to be the non-Federal sponsor of the project.  The Lake Verret, Section 206, Ecosystem Restoration project has very large public support.  At the meetings with the non-Federal sponsor, the local communities, and local citizens, have shown their support for the project.   
PROJECT LOCATION:  Lake Verret is located in Assumption Parish, Louisiana. The study area is approximately 35 miles south of the state capital, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  The study area is located approximately 6 miles southwest of Napoleonville, LA, just south of Pierre Part, LA and east of Belle River and the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway.  Water bodies just to the south of the study area are Grassy Lake and Lake Palourde.  

PROJECT PURPOSE:  The objectives of the study are to develop potential plans to improve water quality (by minimizing sediment input), increase aquatic habitat quality, and restore Lake Verret to a less-degraded system. 

PROJECT FEATURES:  Several alternative plans would be evaluated during the feasibility phase such as increasing the lake depth by dredging, creating selected deeper areas, constructing sediment traps, extending/building shoreline, and construction of a jetty in the upper part of the lake for confining sediments to a certain area rather than being distributed all over the lake. Also, we would study preventive measures to address the agricultural runoff before it reaches the lake and possible its flow diversion through wetlands rather then directly into the lake.

PROJECT COSTS: The total feasibility study cost is estimated at $689,000.

PROJECT STATUS/SCHEDULE:  The project is in the feasibility phase. The Project Delivery Team (PDT) members were formulating, developing, and costing alternatives. All PDT efforts were stopped due to the lack of funds. Funds are not scheduled for fiscal year 2005.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT:  

Mireya Laigast, Project Manager, 504-862-2447  email: Mireya.l.laigast@mvn02.usace.army.mil 








