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Summary of Organizational Structure and Responsibilities 
 

1.0 Introduction. 
 

Section 303(a)(1) of the CWPPRA directs the Secretary of the Army to convene the 
Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Task Force, to consist of the 
following members: 
 

• the Secretary of the Army (Chairman) 
• the Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency 
• the Governor, State of Louisiana 
• the Secretary of the Interior 
• the Secretary of Agriculture 
• the Secretary of Commerce 

 
 

The State of Louisiana is a full voting member of the Task Force except for selection of 
the Priority Project List [Section 303(a)(2)], as stipulated in President Bush’s November 29, 
1990, signing statement of the Act.  In addition, the State of Louisiana may not serve as a “lead” 
Task Force member for design and construction of wetlands projects on the priority project list. 
 
 

In practice, the Task Force members named by the law have delegated their 
responsibilities to other members of their organizations.  For instance, the Secretary of the Army 
authorized the commander of the New Orleans District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, to act in 
his place as chairman of the Task Force. 
 
 

A summary is presented of the structure and description of duties of the organizations 
formed under CWPPRA to manage the program is presented in the following pages.    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 
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CWPPRA Organizational Structure 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.0  Coastal Wetlands Conservation and Restoration Task Force. 
 

Typically referred to as the "Task Force" (TF), it is comprised of one member of  each, 
respectively, from five Federal Agencies and the Local Cost Share Sponsor, which is the State of 
Louisiana.  The Federal Agencies of CWPPRA include: the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) of the US Department of the Interior, the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), the National Marine Fisheries Service 
of Department of Commerce (USDC), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), and 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE).  The Governor's Office of the State of Louisiana 
represents the state on the TF.  The TF provides guidance and direction to subordinate 
organizations of the program through the Technical Committee (TC), which reports to the TF.  
The TF is charged by the Act to make final decisions concerning issues, policies, and procedures 
necessary to execute the Program and its projects.  The TF makes directives for action to the TC, 
and the TF makes decisions in consideration of TC recommendations.  Table 1 lists the 
membership of the TF. 
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Table 1 

Membership of the Task Force 
Member's Representative                     Mailing Address of Representative 

  
Secretary of the Army (Chairman) 
Colonel Alvin B. Lee 
District Commander 
TEL (504) 862-2077 
FAX (504) 862-1259 

 
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, New Orleans District 
Executive Office 
7400 Leake Ave., New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70160-0267 
alvin.b.lee.col@usace.army.mil 

 
Governor,  State of Louisiana 
Mr. Garret Graves 
Senior Advisor to the Governor for Coastal Activities, 
Governor’s Office of Coastal Activities 
TEL (225) 342-3968 
FAX (225) 342-5214 

 
Capitol Annex 
1051 North Third Street, Suite 139 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana   70802 
garret@la.gov 

 
Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency 
Mr. William K. Honker 
Deputy Director, Water Quality Protection Division 
TEL (214) 665-3187 
FAX (214) 665-7373 

 
Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
Water Quality Protection Division (6WQ) 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas  75202-2733 
honker.william@epa.gov 

 
Secretary, Department of the Interior 
Mr. Jim Boggs 
Field Supervisor 
TEL (337) 291-3115 
FAX (337) 291-3139 

 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Louisiana Field Office 
646 Cajundome Blvd., Suite 400 
Lafayette, Louisiana 70506 
jim_boggs@fws.gov 

 
Secretary, Department of Agriculture 
Mr. Kevin Norton 
State Conservationist 
TEL (318) 473-7751 
FAX (318) 473-7682 

 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
3737 Government Street 
Alexandria, Louisiana  71302 
Kevin.Norton@la.usda.gov 

Secretary, Department of Commerce 
Mr. Christopher Doley 
Director, NOAA Restoration Center 
Office of Habitat Conservation  
TEL (301) 713-0174 
FAX (301) 713-0184 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
1315 East-West Highway, Room 14853 
Silver Spring, Maryland  20910 
chris.doley@noaa.gov 

 
The District Commander of the USACE, New Orleans District, is the Chairman of the 

TF.  The TF Chairman leads the TF and sets the agenda for action of the TF to execute the 
Program and projects.  At the direction of the Chairman of the TF, the New Orleans District: (1) 
provides administration, management, and oversight of the Planning and Construction Programs, 
and acts as accountant, budgeter, administrator, and disburser of all Federal and non-Federal 
funds under the Act, (2) acts as the official manager of financial data and most information 
relating to the CWPPRA Program and projects. Under the direction of the District Commander, 
the Planning & Project Management - Coastal Restoration Branch of the Corps functions as lead 
agency and representatives of the Program. 
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2.1 Technical Committee. 
 

The TC is established by the TF to provide advice and recommendations for execution of 
the Program and projects from a number of technical perspectives, which include: engineering, 
environmental, economic, real estate, construction, operation and maintenance, and monitoring.  
The TC provides guidance and direction to subordinate organizations of the program through the 
Planning & Evaluation Subcommittee (P&E), which reports to the TC.  The TC is charged by the 
TF to consider and shape decisions and proposed actions of the P&E, regarding its position on 
issues, policy, and procedures towards execution of the Program and projects.  The TC makes 
directives for action to the P&E, and the TC makes decisions in consideration of the P&E 
recommendations.  The TC Members are shown in Table 2. 
 

Table 2 
Membership of the Technical Committee 

Member's Representative                     Mailing Address of Representative 
  

Mr. Tom Holden (Chairman) 
Deputy District Engineer 
TEL (504) 862-2204 
FAX (504) 862-1259 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
Office of the Chief 
7400 Leake Ave., New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70160-0267 
thomas.a.holden@usace.army.mil 

 
Mr. Troy Constance (Acting Chairman) 
Chief, Restoration Branch 
TEL (504) 862-2742 
FAX (504) 862-1892 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
Protection and Restoration Office, Restoration Branch 
7400 Leake Ave., New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70160-0267 
troy.g.constance@usace.army.mil 

 
Mr. Darryl Clark 
Senior Field Biologist 
TEL (337) 291-3111 
FAX (337) 291-3139 

 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
646 Cajundome Blvd. 
Suite 400 
Lafayette, Louisiana  70506 
darryl_clark@fws.gov 

 
Mr. Kirk Rhinehart 
Acting Asst. Secretary  
TEL (225) 342-2179 
FAX (225) 342-1377 

 
Dept. of Natural Resources 
617 North 3rd Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-4027 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 44027, Capitol Station 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70804-4027 
kirk.rhinehart@la.gov 

 
Mr. Richard Hartman 
Fishery Biologist 
Chief, Baton Rouge Field Office 
TEL (225) 389-0508, x203 
FAX (225) 389-0506 

 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Rm 266 Military Science Bldg 
South Stadium Drive 
LSU 
Baton Rouge  LA  70803-7535 
richard.hartman@noaa.gov 
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Ms. Sharon Parrish 
Chief, Marine & Wetlands Section 
TEL (214) 665-7275 
FAX (214) 665-6689 

Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
Water Quality Protection Division (6WQ-EM) 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas  75202-2733 
parrish.sharon@epa.gov 

Mr. Britt Paul, P.E. 
Assistant State Conservationist/Water Resources 
TEL (318) 473-7756 
FAX (318) 473-7682 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
3737 Government Street 
Alexandria, Louisiana  71302 
britt.paul@la.usda.gov 

 
The Chair's seat of the TC resides with the USACE, New Orleans District.  The TC 

Chairman leads the TC and sets the agenda for action of the TC to make recommendations to the 
TF for executing the Program and projects.  At the direction of the Chairman of the TF, the 
Chairman of the TC guides the management and administrative work charged to the TF 
Chairman. 
 
2.11 Planning and Evaluation Subcommittee. 
 

The P&E is the working level committee established by the TC to form and oversee 
special technical workgroups to assist in developing policies and processes, and recommend 
procedures for formulating plans and projects to accomplish the goals and mandates of 
CWPPRA.  Table 3 contains a list of the P&E Members.   
 

Table 3 
Membership of the Planning and Evaluation Subcommittee 

P&E Subcommittee Member                         Mailing Address of Representative 
  

Ms. Melanie L. Goodman  
Senior Project Manager 
TEL (504) 862-1940 
FAX (504) 862-1892 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
Protection and Restoration Office, Restoration Branch 
7400 Leake Ave., New Orleans, Louisiana 70160-0267 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box  60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana   70160-0267 
Melanie.l.goodman@usace.army.mil 

 
Mr. Kevin Roy  
Senior Field Biologist 
TEL (337) 291-3120 
FAX (337) 291-3139 

 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
646 Cajundome Blvd. 
Suite 400 
Lafayette, Louisiana  70506 
kevin_roy@fws.gov 

 
Mr. Tim Landers 
Life Scientist 
TEL (214) 665-6608 
FAX (214) 665-6689 

 
Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
Water Quality Protection Division (6WQ-EMC) 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas  75202-2733 
landers.timothy@epa.gov 

 
Mr. John Jurgensen, P.E. 
Civil Engineer 
TEL (318) 473-7694 
FAX (318) 473-7747 

 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
3737 Government Street 
Alexandria, Louisiana  71302 
john.jurgensen@la.usda.gov 
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Ms. Kelley Templet 
Coastal Resources Scientist  
TEL (225) 342-1592 
FAX (225) 342-9417 

 
DNR/Coastal Restoration Division 
617 North 3rd Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-4027 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 44027, Capitol Station 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70804-4027 
kelley.templet@la.gov 

Ms. Rachel Sweeney 
Ecologist 
TEL (225) 389-0508, x206 
FAX (225) 389-0506    

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
c/o Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70803-7535 
rachel.sweeney@noaa.gov 

 
Table 3 (Continued) 

Membership of the Planning and Evaluation Subcommittee 
Other Representatives                         Mailing Address of Representative 

 
  

 
 

            The seat of the Chairman of the P&E resides with the USACE, New Orleans District.  
The P&E Chairman leads the P&E and sets the agenda for action of the P&E to make 
recommendations to the TC for executing the Program and projects.   At the direction of the 
Chairman of the TC, the Chairman of the P&E executes the management and administrative 
work directives of the TC and TF Chairs. 
 
2.111 Environmental Work Group (EnvWG). 
 

The EnvWG, under the guidance and direction of the P&E, reviews candidate projects to: 
 (1) suggest any recommended measures and features that should be considered during 
engineering and design for the achievement/enhancement of wetland benefits, and (2) determine 
the estimated annualized wetland benefits (Average Annual Habitat Units) of those projects.  A 
list of primary contacts of the EnvWG Members is presented in Table 4. 
 

Table 4 
Membership of the Environmental Work Group 

EnvWG Member                                    Mailing Address of Representative 
  

Mr. Kevin Roy (Chairman) 
Senior Field Biologist 
TEL (337) 291-3120 
FAX (337) 291-3139 

 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
646 Cajundome Blvd, Suite 400 
Lafayette, Louisiana  70506 
kevin_roy@fws.gov 

Ms. Beth McCasland 
Biologist 
TEL (504) 862-2021 
FAX (504) 862-2572 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
Environmental Planning and Compliance Branch 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70160-0267 
elizabeth.l.mccasland@usace.army.mil 
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Ms. Renee Sanders 
Coastal Resources Scientist  
TEL (225) 342-9432 
FAX (225) 342-9417 

DNR/Coastal Restoration Division 
617 North 3rd Street,  
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-4027 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 44027, Capitol Station 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70804-4027 
renee.sanders@la.gov 
  

 
Mr. Ron Boustany 
Wildlife Biologist 
TEL (337) 291-3067 
FAX (337) 291-3085  
 

 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
646 Cajundome Blvd., Suite 180 
Lafayette, Louisiana  70506 
ron.boustany@la.usda.gov 

Mr. Ken Teague 
Environmental Scientist 
TEL (214) 665-6687 
FAX (214) 665-6689 

Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
Water Quality Protection Division (6WQ-EMC) 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas  75202-2733 
teague.kenneth@epamail.epa.gov 

Mr. Patrick Williams 
Fisheries Biologist 
TEL (225) 389-0508, x208 
FAX (225) 389-0506 

National Marine Fisheries Service 
c/o Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70803-7535 
patrick.williams@noaa.gov 

 
The seat of Chairman of the EnvWG resides with the USFWS.  The EnvWG Chairman 

leads the EnvWG to accomplish its work.   
 

Table 4 (Continued) 
Membership of the Environmental Work Group 

Other Agency Representatives                         Mailing Address of Representative 
 

 
Mr. Greg Miller 
Project Manager/Biologist 
TEL (504) 862-2310 
FAX (504) 862-1892 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
Protection and Restoration Office, Restoration Branch 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70160-0267 
gregory.b.miller@usace.army.mil 

 
Mr. Ronny Paille 
Senior Field Biologist 
TEL (337) 291-3117 
FAX (337) 291-3139 

 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
646 Cajundome Blvd., Suite 400 
Lafayette, Louisiana  70506 
ronald_paille@fws.gov 

 
Mr. Robert Dubois 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
TEL (337) 291-3127 
FAX (337) 291-3139 

 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
646 Cajundome Blvd., Suite 400 
Lafayette, Louisiana  70506 
robert_dubois@fws.gov 

 
Mr. Troy Mallach 
Biologist 
TEL (337) 291-3064 
FAX (337) 291-3085 

 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
646 Cajundome Blvd., Suite 180 
Lafayette, Louisiana  70506 
troy.mallach@la.usda.gov 

     
Mr. Manuel Ruiz 

 
 
 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
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Fishery Biologist 
Marine Habitat Program 
TEL (225) 765-2373 
FAX (225) 765-2489 

P.O. Box 98000 
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
mruiz@wlf.louisiana.gov 

 
Mr. Michael Carloss 
Wildlife Biologist 
Coastal Refuges Program Manager 
TEL (337) 373-0032  
FAX (337) 373-0181 

 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
2415 Darnell Rd 
New Iberia, LA 70560-9622 
mcarloss@wlf.louisiana.gov 

 
Ms. Honora Buras 
Coastal Resources Scientist DCL-A 
TEL 225-342-4103 
FAX (225) 342-9417 

 
DNR/Coastal Restoration Division 
P.O. Box 44027, Capitol Station 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70804-4027 
honora.buras@la.gov 

 
Ms. Sue Hawes 
Project Manager for the Environment 
TEL (504) 862-2518 
FAX (504) 862-1892 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
Office of the Chief 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70160-0267 
suzanne.r.hawes@usace.army.mil 

 
Mr. Travis Creel 
Project Manager 
TEL (504) 862-1071 
FAX (504) 862-1892 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
Protection and Restoration Office, Restoration Branch 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70160-0267 
Travis.J.Creel@usace.army.mil 
 

Ms. Heather Warner-Finley 
Fishery Biologist 
Marine Habitat Program Manager 
TEL (225) 765-2956 
FAX (225) 765-2489 
 

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
P.O. Box 98000 
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
hfinley@wlf.louisiana.gov 

 
2.112 Engineering Work Group (EngWG). 
 

The EngWG, under the guidance and direction of the P&E, provides engineering 
standards, quality control/assurance, and support, for the review and comment of the cost 
estimates for: engineering, environmental compliance, economic, real estate, construction, 
construction supervision and inspection, project management, operation and maintenance, and 
monitoring, of candidate and demonstration projects considered for development, selection, and 
funding under the Act.  A list of the primary contacts for the EngWG is presented in Table 5. 

 
Table 5 

Membership of the Engineering Work Group 
EngWG Members                                      Mailing Address of Representative  

Mr. John Petitbon, E.I. (Chairman) 
Civil Engineer 
TEL (504) 862-2732 
FAX (504) 862-1356 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
General Engineering Branch – Cost Engineering Section   
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70160-0267 
john.b.petitbon@usace.army.mil 
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Mr. Dain Gillen 
Engineer 3 
TEL (225) 342-6307 
FAX (225) 342-6801 

 
DNR/Coastal Engineering Division 
617 North 3rd Street, Rm. 1036F 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70804-4027 
dain.gillen@la.gov 

 
Mr. Brad Crawford, P.E. 
Civil Engineer 
TEL (214) 665-7255 
FAX (214) 665-6689 

 
Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
Water Quality Protection Division (6WQ-EMC) 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas  75202-2733 
crawford.brad@epa.gov 

 
Mr. John Jurgensen, P.E. 
Civil Engineer 
TEL (318) 473-7694 
FAX (318) 473-7747 

 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
3737 Government Street 
Alexandria, Louisiana  71302 
john.jurgensen@la.usda.gov 

 
Mr. Ronny Paille 
Senior Field Biologist 
TEL (337) 291-3117 
FAX (337) 291-3139 

 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
646 Cajundome Blvd., Suite 400 
Lafayette, Louisiana  70506 
ronald_paille@fws.gov 

 
Mr. Patrick Williams 
Fisheries Biologist 
TEL (225) 389-0508, x208 
FAX (225) 389-0506 

 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
c/o Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70803-7535 
patrick.williams@noaa.gov 

 
The EngWG Chairman leads the EngWG in its tasks.  The seat of Chairman of the 

EngWG resides with the USACE New Orleans District. 
 

Table 5 (Continued) 
Membership of the Engineering Work Group 

Other Agency Representatives                         Mailing Address of Representative 
 
 
Mr. Loland Broussard 
Civil Engineer 
TEL (337) 291-3069 
FAX (337) 291-3085 

 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
646 Cajundome Blvd. 
Suite 180 
Lafayette, Louisiana  70506 
loland.broussard@la.usda.gov 

 
Ms. Patty Taylor, P.E. 
Environmental Engineer 
TEL (214) 665-6403 
FAX (214) 665-6689 

 
Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
Water Quality Protection Division (6WQ-EMC) 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas  75202-2733 
taylor.patricia-a@epa.gov 

 
Ms. Melanie Magee 
Environmental Engineer 
TEL (214) 665-7161 
FAX (214) 665-6689 

 
Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
Water Quality Protection Division (6WQ-EMC) 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas  75202-2733 
magee.melanie@epa.gov 
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Mr. Jason Kroll 
Water Resources Staff 
TEL (318) 473-7816 
FAX (318) 473-7747 

 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
3737 Government Street 
Alexandria, LA  71303 
jason.kroll@la.usda.gov  

 
Mr. Rudolph A. Simoneaux III, E. I. 
Engineer Intern II 
TEL (225) 342-6750 
FAX (225) 342-6801 

 
DNR/Coastal Engineering Division 
617 North 3rd Street, Rm. 1036F 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70804-4027 
rudy.simoneaux@la.gov 

 
2.113 Economics Work Group (EcoWG). 
 

The EcoWG, under the guidance and direction of the P&E, reviews and evaluates 
candidate projects that have been completely developed, for the purpose of assigning the fully 
funded first cost of projects, based on the estimated 20-year stream of project costs.  A list of 
primary contacts of the EcoWG Members is presented in Table 6. 
 

Table 6 
Membership of the Economics Work Group 

EcoWG Members                                      Mailing Address of Representative 
  

Mr. Matthew Napolitano (Chairman) 
Economist 
TEL (504) 862-2445 
FAX (504) 862-1299 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
Economic and Social Analysis Branch 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70160-0267 
Matthew.P.Napolitano@usace.army.mil 

 
Mr. Bill Waits 
Agricultural Economist 
TEL (318) 473-7686 
FAX (318) 473-7747 

 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
3737 Government Street 
Alexandria, Louisiana  71302 
bill.waits@la.usda.gov 
  

Mr. Gary Barone 
Financial Scientist 
TEL (301) 713-0174 
FAX (301) 713-0184 

 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
1315 East-West Highway, Room 14226 
Silver Spring, Maryland  20910 
gary.barone@noaa.gov 

Ms. Honora Buras 
Coastal Resources Scientist DCL-A 
TEL 225-342-4103 
FAX (225) 342-9417 

DNR/Coastal Restoration Division 
P.O. Box 44027, Capitol Station 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70804-4027 
honora.buras@la.gov 

 
The USACE New Orleans District holds the EcoWG Chairman seat.  The EcoWG 

Chairman leads the EcoWG to complete their evaluations.
2.114 Monitoring Work Group (MWG). 
 

The MWG, under the guidance and direction of the P&E, develops standard operating 
procedures and oversees the development and implementation of field monitoring programs for 
the CWPPRA program.  A list of primary contacts of the MWG Members is presented in Table 7. 
 



 
 

COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION, AND RESTORATION ACT 
 

 
 

11 

Table 7 
Membership of the Monitoring Work Group 

MWG Members                                      Mailing Address of Representative 
 

Mr. Rick Raynie (Co-Chairman) 
Biological Monitoring Section Manager 
TEL (225) 342-9436 
FAX (225) 242-3632 

DNR/Coastal Restoration Division 
P.O. Box 44027, Capitol Station 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70804-4027 
rickr@dnr.state.la.us 
 

Mr. Greg Steyer (Co-Chairman) 
Ecologist 
TEL (225) 578-7201 
FAX (225) 578-7478 

U. S. Geological Survey (representing USFWS) 
National Wetlands Research Center 
Coastal Restoration Field Station 
P.O. Box 25098 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70894 
gsteyer@usgs.gov 

 
Ms. Beth McCasland 
Biologist 
TEL (504) 862-2021 
FAX (504) 862-2572 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
Environmental Planning and Compliance Branch 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70160-0267 
elizabeth.l.mccasland@usace.army.mil 
 

Dr. John D. Foret 
Wetland Ecologist 
TEL (337) 291-2107 
FAX (337) 291-2106 

NOAA Fisheries Service 
Estuarine Habitats & Coastal Fisheries Center 
646 Cajundome Blvd 
Lafayette, Louisiana  70506 
John.foret@noaa.gov 

 
Mr. Robert Dubois 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
TEL (337) 291-3127 
FAX (337) 291-3139 

 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
646 Cajundome Blvd., Suite 400 
Lafayette, Louisiana  70506 
robert_dubois@fws.gov 

 
Ms. Cindy Steyer 
Coastal Vegetative Specialist 
TEL (225) 389-0334  
FAX (225) 382-2042  

 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
P.O Box 16030, LSU 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70893 
Cindy.steyer@la.usda.gov   

 
Mr. Ron Boustany 
Wildlife Biologist 
TEL (337) 291-3067 
FAX (337) 291-3085  

 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
646 Cajundome Blvd., Suite 180 
Lafayette, Louisiana  70506 
ron.boustany@la.usda.gov 

 
Mr. Ken Teague 
Environmental Scientist 
TEL (214) 665-6687 
FAX (214) 665-6689 

 
Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
Water Quality Protection Division (6WQ-EMC) 
1445 Ross Avenue  
Dallas, Texas  75202-2733 
teague.kenneth@epa.gov 

 
The seats of Co-Chairman of the MWG resides with the Louisiana Department of Natural 

Resources (LADNR) and the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS).  These Chairmen lead the MWG 
in monitoring program activities. 
 
 
2.1141 Technical Advisory Group (TAG). 
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The TAG, under the guidance and direction of the MWG, reviews projects selected and 

funded for implementation, for the purpose of designing a project-specific monitoring plan to 
evaluate and report the level of project effectiveness.  A list of primary contacts of the TAG 
Members is presented in Table 8. 
 

Table 8 
Membership of the Technical Advisory Work Group 

TAG Members                                      Mailing Address of Representative 
  

Mr. Rick Raynie  
Biological Monitoring Section Manager 
TEL (225) 342-9436 
FAX (225) 342-9417 

 
DNR/Coastal Restoration Division 
P.O. Box 44027, Capitol Station 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70804-4027 
rickr@dnr.state.la.us 

 
Mr. Greg Steyer  
Ecologist 
TEL (225) 578-7201 
FAX (225) 578-7478 

 
U. S. Geological Survey (representing USFWS) 
National Wetlands Research Center 
Coastal Restoration Field Station 
P.O. Box 25098 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70894 
gsteyer@usgs.gov 

 
Ms. Beth McCasland 
Biologist 
TEL (504) 862-2021 
FAX (504) 862-2572 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
Environmental Planning and Compliance Branch 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70160-0267 
elizabeth.l.mccasland@usace.army.mil 

 
Mr. Ken Teague 
Environmental Scientist 
TEL (214) 665-6687 
FAX (214) 665-6689 

 
Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
Water Quality Protection Division (6WQ-EMC) 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas  75202-2733 
teague.kenneth@epa.gov 

 
Ms. Joy Merino 
Fisheries Biologist 
TEL (337) 291-2109 
FAX (337) 291-2106 
 

 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Estuarine Habitats and Coastal Fisheries Center 
646 Cajundome Blvd., Room 172 
Lafayette, Louisiana  70506 
Joy.merino@noaa.gov 

 
Ms. Cindy Steyer 
Coastal Vegetative Specialist 
TEL (225) 389-0334  
FAX (225) 382-2042  

 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 
P.O Box 16030, LSU 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70893 
Cindy.steyer@la.usda.gov   

 
Mr. Robert Dubois 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
TEL (337) 291-3127 
FAX (337) 291-3139 

 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
646 Cajundome Blvd., Suite 400 
Lafayette, Louisiana  70506 
robert_dubois@fws.gov 

    
Ms. Sue Hawes 
Project Manager for the Environment 

 
 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
Office of the Chief 
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TEL (504) 862-2518 
FAX (504) 862-1892 

P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70160-0267 
suzanne.r.hawes@usace.army.mil 

   
Mr. Ron Boustany 
Wildlife Biologist 
TEL (337) 291-3067 
FAX (337) 291-3085  

   
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
646 Cajundome Blvd., Suite 180 
Lafayette, Louisiana  70506 
ron.boustany@la.usda.gov 

 
Ms. Melanie Goodman 
Project Manager/Biologist 
TEL (504) 862-1940 
FAX (504) 862-1892 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
Protection and Restoration Office, Restoration Branch 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70160-0267 
melanie.l.goodman@usace.army.mil 

 
The Chairman of the TAG resides with the LADNR.  The Chairman leads the TAG in 

project-specific monitoring activities.   
 
 
2.115 Academic Advisory Group (AAG). 
 

While the agencies sitting on the TF possess considerable expertise regarding Louisiana's 
coastal wetlands problems, the TF recognized the need to incorporate another invaluable 
resource:  the state's academic community.  The TF therefore retained university services to 
provide scientific advisors to support the Program.  A list of primary contacts of the AAG 
Members is presented in Table 9. 

 
Table 9 

Membership of the Academic Advisory Group 
AAG Members                                      Mailing Address of Representative 

 
Dr. Jenneke Visser (Chairman) 
Associate Professor - Research 
TEL (225) 578-6377 
FAX (225) 578-6326 
 

Coastal Ecology Institute 
Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70803 
comvss@lsu.edu 
 

Dr. Larry Rouse 
Associate Professor 
TEL (225) 578-2953 
FAX (225) 578-2520 
 

Oceanography and Coastal Sciences 
Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, LA  70803 
lrouse@lsu.edu 

Dr. Charles Sasser 
Professor of Research 
TEL (225) 578-6375 
FAX (225) 578-6326 

Coastal Ecology Institute 
Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70803 
csasser@lsu.edu 
 

Dr. Gary Shaffer 
Associate Professor 
TEL (985) 549-2865 
FAX (985) 549-3851 

Department of Biological Sciences 
Southeastern Louisiana University 
Hammond, Louisiana  70402 
shafe@selu.edu 
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Mr. Erick Swenson 
Research Associate 
TEL (225) 578-2730 
FAX (225) 388-6326 

Coastal Ecology Institute 
Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70803 
eswenson@lsu.edu 

 
 The AAG, under the guidance and direction of the P&E; provides support during the 
screening and development, and ranking of candidate and demonstration projects.  The AAG 
works with the EnvWG and MWG in support of their respective work in project development.  
The AAG also assists the FC in carrying out the feasibility studies authorized by the TF.  

 
The AAG Chairman seat, which is traditionally held by a university academic, leads this 

group in completing their work. 
 
2.116 Financial Administration Team. 
 

As stated previously, the New Orleans District: (1) provides administration, management, 
and oversight of the Planning and Construction Programs, and acts as accountant, budgeter, 
administrator, and disburser of all Federal and non-Federal funds under the Act, (2) acts as the 
official manager of financial data and most information relating to the CWPPRA Program and 
projects. Under the direction of the District Commander, the Planning & Project Management - 
Coastal Restoration Branch of the Corps functions as lead agency and representatives of the 
Program.  The list of contacts in the Financial Administration Team is presented in Table 10. 
 

Table 10 
Financial Administration Team 

Member's Representative                     Mailing Address of Representative 
  

Ms. Gay B. Browning (Lead) 
Program Analyst 
TEL (504) 862-2755 
FAX (504) 862-1892 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
Protection and Restoration Office, Restoration Branch 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70160-0267 
gay.b.browning@usace.army.mil 

 
Ms. Wanda Martinez 
Program Analyst 
TEL (504) 862-2785 
FAX (504) 862-1892 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
Protection and Restoration Office, Restoration Branch 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70160-0267 
wanda.martinez@usace.army.mil 

 
Mr. Darryl Clark 
Senior Field Biologist 
TEL (337) 291-3111 
FAX (337) 291-3139 

 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
646 Cajundome Blvd. 
Suite 400 
Lafayette, Louisiana  70506 
darryl_clark@fws.gov 

 
Ms. Lana Humphries 

 
DNR/Office of Management & Finance 
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Accountant Manager 
TEL (225) 342-4077 
FAX (225) 242-3518 

P.O. Box 44277 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70804 
lanah@dnr.state.la.us 

 
Mr. Gary Barone 
TEL (301) 713-0174 
FAX (301) 713-0184 

 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Office of Habitat Conservation 
Silver Spring, Maryland  20910 
gary.barone@noaa.gov 

 
Ms. Sondra McDonald 
TEL (214) 665-7187 
FAX (214) 665-6490 

 
Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
Water Quality Management Division (6WQ-AT) 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas  75202-2733 
mcdonald.sondra@epamail.epa.gov 

 
Mrs. Mitzi Gallipeau 
Program Assistant 
TEL (318) 473-7607 
FAX (318) 473-7747 

 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
3737 Government Street 
Alexandria, Louisiana  71302 
mitzi.gallipeau@la.usda.gov 

 
 
2.2 Public Outreach Committee (OC). 
 

The OC is comprised of members from the participating Federal agencies, the State of 
Louisiana, other coastal programs, and non-profit organizations.  Only the core group members, 
representing the CWPPRA entities, are eligible to vote on budget matters.  The committee is 
currently responsible for formulating information strategies and public education initiatives, 
maintaining a web site of complex technical and educational materials, developing audio-visual 
presentations, exhibits, publications and news releases, conducting special events and project 
dedications and groundbreakings.  Additionally, the committee represents the CWPPRA task 
force at expositions and workshops to promote coastal wetlands restoration. 

 
A list of primary contacts of the OC Members is presented in Table 11. 
 

Table 11 
Membership of the Public Outreach Committee 

OC Members                                      Mailing Address of Representative 
 

Mr. Scott Wilson, Chairman 
Electronics Engineer 
TEL (337) 266-8644 
FAX (337) 266-8513 

United States Geological Survey 
National Wetlands Research Center 
700 Cajundome Blvd. 
Lafayette, Louisiana  70506 
Scott_Wilson@usgs.gov 

 
Mr. Dave Marks 
Outreach Coordinator 
TEL (337) 266-8623 
FAX (337) 266-8513 

 
United States Geological Survey 
National Wetlands Research Center 
700 Cajundome Blvd. 
Lafayette, Louisiana  70506 
marksd@usgs.gov 
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Ms. Adele Swearingen  
Public Affairs Specialist 
TEL (318) 473-7686 
FAX (318) 473-7682 

United States Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
3737 Government Street 
Alexandria, Louisiana  71302 
Adele.Swearingen@la.usda.gov 

 
Dr. Rex Caffey 
Associate Professor, Wetlands & Coastal Resources 
TEL (225) 578-2266 
FAX (225) 578-2716 
 

 
LSU AgCenter and Louisiana Sea Grant 
Department of Agriculture Economics 
Room 179 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70803-5604 
Rcaffey@agcenter.lsu.edu 

 
Ms. Minnie Rojo 
Environmental Scientist 
TEL (214) 665-3139 
FAX (214) 665-6689 

 
Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 
Water Quality Protection Division (6WQ-EMC) 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas  75202-2733 
Rojo.Minerva@epa.gov 

 
Ms. Cheryl Brodnax 
Marine Fisheries Habitat Specialist 
TEL (225) 578-7923 
FAX (225) 578-7926 

 
NOAA Fisheries Service 
Louisiana State University 
Sea Grant Building, Room 125 
Baton Rouge, LA  70803-6100 
cheryl.brodnax @noaa.gov 

 
Ms. Susan Testroet-Bergeron, BTNEP 
Formal Education Coordinator 
TEL (985) 447-0836 
TEL (800) 259-0869 
FAX (985) 447-0870 

 
Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program 
P.O. Box 2663 
Thibodaux, Louisiana  70310 
susan@btnep.org 

  
Ms. Julie Morgan 
Outreach Program Specialist 
TEL (504) 862-2587 
FAX (504) 862-1892 

  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District 
Public Affairs Office 
P.O. Box 60267 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70160-0267 
julie.t.morgan@usace.army.mil 

 
Mr. Steven Peyronnin 
Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana  
Communications Director 
TEL (225) 344-6555 
FAX (225) 344-0590 

 
Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana  
746 Main Street, Suite B-101 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70802 
stevenp@crcl.org 

 
Ms. Honora Buras 
Coastal Resources Scientist  
TEL (225) 342-4103 
FAX (225) 342-9417 

 
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 44027, Capitol Station 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70804-4027 
honora.buras@la.gov 
 

The Public Outreach Committee performs the functions of communications and public 
relations for the program on behalf of the Task Force.  The primary function of the OC is to 
coordinate ongoing and future outreach activities with the CWPPRA agencies and the various 
partner groups and stakeholders.  The OC reports to and takes direction from the Task Force.  
Yearly budgetary planning is coordinate with the Technical Committee. 

 
The Chairman and coordinator for the outreach are located in Lafayette, Louisiana at the 

USGS National Wetlands Research Center.  The Chairman manages OC functions and budgetary 



 
 

COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION, AND RESTORATION ACT 
 

 
 

17 

issues.  The budget allocation for the outreach program is forecasted, submitted for approval, and 
managed by the chairman. The Chairman and coordinator manage all outreach activities for the 
TF.  The coordinator position interprets for general audiences the scientific functions and values 
of wetlands, the scientific causes for Louisiana's coastal land loss, and the various approaches 
underway or being considered to reduce the land loss rate and create new vegetated wetlands.  
The outreach coordinator also develops and arranges presentations and provides information 
material for other officials making public comments as well as providing liaison with local 
officials and media.  The outreach coordinator also manages the educational program, which 
provides information and materials for classroom use throughout the state.  The Chairman and 
coordinator for outreach serve on local and regional planning efforts and act as the liaisons 
between the public, parish governments, and the various Federal agencies involved in CWPPRA. 
 
 
2.3 Citizen's Participation Group (CPG). 
 

The TF also established a CPG to provide general input from the diverse interests across 
the coastal zone: local officials, landowners, farmers, farmers, sportsmen, commercial fishermen, 
oil and gas developers, navigation interests, ad environmental organizations.  The CPG was 
formed to promote citizen participation and involvement in formulating priority project lists and 
the restoration plan.  The group meets at its own discretion, but may at times meet in conjunction 
with other CWPPRA elements, such as the TC.  The purpose of the CPG is to maintain 
consistent public review and input into the plans and projects being considered by the TG and to 
assist and participate in the public involvement program.  The membership of the CPG is shown 
in Table 12. The Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana holds CPG Chairman seat.  The CPG 
Chairman leads this group in their charge. 

 

Table 12 
Membership of the Citizen's Participation Group 

  
Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana 
Mr. Mark Davis, Executive Director (Chairman) 
200 Lafayette Street, Suite 500 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70801-1200 
TEL (225) 344-6555 
FAX (225) 344-0590 

 
Gulf Intracoastal Canal Association 
Doug Svendson, Executive Director 
1539 Jackson Avenue, Suite 410 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70130 
TEL (504) 586-1473 
FAX (504) 586-1634 

 
Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation 
Mr. Carlton Dufrechou, Executive Director 
Three Lakeway Building, Suite 2070 
3838 North Causeway Boulevard 
Metairie, Louisiana  70002 
TEL (504) 836-2215, FAX (504) 836-7283 

 
Louisiana Association of Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts 
Earl Garber 
5229 Evangeline Hwy 
Basile, La 70515 

 
Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation, Inc. 
9516 Airline Highway 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70815 
TEL (225) 922-6200 
FAX (225) 922-6229 

 
Louisiana Landowners Association 
Newman Trowbridge, Agent 
200 Willow Street 
Franklin, Louisiana  70538-6166 
TEL (337) 828-5480 
FAX (337) 828-1160 

 
Louisiana League of Women Voters 

 
Louisiana Oyster Growers and Dealers Association 
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850 North 5th Street, Apartment 103 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana   70802 
TEL 1-(800) 288-VOTE 
FAX  (225) 344-3326 

Al Sunseri, President 
1039 Toulouse Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70112 
TEL (504) 523-2651 
FAX (504) 522-4960 

 
Steamship Association of Louisiana 
Channing Hayden, President 
2440 World Trade Center 
2 Canal Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70130 
TEL (504) 522-9392 
FAX (504) 523-2140 

 
Louisiana Wildlife Federation, Inc. 
Randy Lanctot, Executive Director 
P.O. Box 65239 Audubon Station 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70896-5239 
TEL (225) 344-6707 
FAX (225) 344-6707 

 
Mid-Continent Oil and Gas Association 
Mr. B. Jim Porter, President 
801 North Boulevard, Suite 201 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70802-5727 
TEL (504) 387-3205 
FAX (504) 344-5502 

 
Nature Conservancy of Louisiana 
Dr. Keith Ouchley, Director 
P.O. Box 4125 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70821 
TEL (225) 338-1040 
FAX (225) 338-0103 

 
Oil and Gas Task Force (Regional Economic        
Development Council) 
Mr. Bill Berry 
P.O. Box 60350 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70160 
TEL (504) 566-6425 

 
Organization of Louisiana Fishermen 
Mr. Robert Fritchey, Secretary 
P.O. Box 71651 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70172-1651 
TEL (504) 523-2472 
 

 
Police Jury Association of Louisiana 
James Hays, Executive Secretary  
707 North 7th Street 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana  70805-5315 
TEL (225) 343-2835 
FAX (225) 336-1344 

 
 

 
   
 
 


