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Southeast Louisiana Urban Flood Damage Reduction Project 
   
PROJECT AUTHORITY:  The project was authorized by the 1996 Energy and 
Water Development Appropriations Act and the Water Resources Development 
Act of 1996. 
  
PROJECT SPONSORS: Jefferson Parish sponsors the portion of the project in 
that parish; the Sewerage and Water Board of New Orleans sponsors work in 
Orleans Parish.  St. Tammany Parish is interested in sponsoring work in that 
parish and we are negotiating an agreement with them. 
 
PROJECT LOCATION:   The work is located on the east bank of the Mississippi 
River in Orleans Parish and on the east and west banks of the river in Jefferson 
Parish. St. Tammany Parish work is located in and around the communities of 
Slidell, Mandeville, Covington, Abita Springs and Lacombe.  
  
PROJECT PURPOSE:  The channel and pumping station improvements in 
Orleans and Jefferson Parishes support the parishes’ master drainage plans 
and generally provide flood protection on a level associated with a ten-year 
rainfall event, while also reducing damages for larger events. St. Tammany 
Parish plans will provide flood protection for various rainfall events, but also 
mostly focus on ten-year events.  
  
PROJECT FEATURES:  In Orleans Parish, plans are to improve five major 
drainage lines, add pumping capacity to two pump stations, and add a new 
pump station. In Jefferson Parish, plans include improvements to about 
twenty-four drainage canals, additional pumping capacity for four pump 
stations, and the addition of two new pump stations. Improvements in St. 
Tammany Parish include channel enlargements, retention ponds, levees, and 
elevation of structures.  
  
PROJECT COSTS:   
Total:   $1,598,000,000 
Fed: $1,271,000,000 
Non-Fed: $327,000,000 
 
PROJECT BUDGET/SCHEDULE:  The first construction contract was awarded 
in March 1997.  In all, 48 contracts have been awarded in Jefferson and 
Orleans Parishes, 39 have been completed and 27 remain to be awarded.  No 
contracts have yet been awarded in St. Tammany Parish, which lacks a master 
drainage plan such as in Orleans and Jefferson Parishes, which was developed 



prior to project authorization. Studies were undertaken with several 
municipalities in St. Tammany Parish; however, St. Tammany Parish 
Government has expressed an interest in supporting SELA work in the parish.  
A project management plan in which the parish would serve as the local 
sponsor is now being prepared. The project is expected to be completed in 2010, 
but funding constraints could cause significant delays. 
  
ISSUES: The project is not included in the President’s budget for FY 2007 
or FY 2008.  The Dept. of Defense Appropriations Act of 2006 made available 
$224,755,000 to be expended at full Federal expense.  These funds are not 
sufficient to complete the project.  It is anticipated that another $604 million of 
federal funds will be required. 
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