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ORLEANS, JEFFERSON AND ST. TAMMANY PARISHES

The SELA Report
Report Number 5

Spring 2000

The SELA Report is published twice a year by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to communicate
news and issues of interest related to urban flood control in southeast Louisiana.

SELA is a joint effort of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and Jefferson, Orleans and St. Tammany
parishes to reduce rainfall flooding. The program uses federal and locally-matched funds.

Please address all questions, comments and suggestions to the address at right.

The SELA Report Editor
Public Affairs Office
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 60267
New Orleans, LA 70160-0267
(504) 862-2201

Slidell Area Plan ............................................................................ Not Yet Scheduled .............................................. $23,275
Mile Branch Improvements .......................................................... Not Yet Scheduled .................................................. 7,653
Structure Raising - Bayou Chinchuba/Abita/Lacombe ................ Not Yet Scheduled .................................................. 8,450
Schneider Canal ........................................................................... Not Yet Scheduled ................................................ 32,105
Mandeville Hurricane Protection ................................................. Not Yet Scheduled ................................................ 21,465

St. Tammany
Parish

Broad St. Pump Station No. 1 ....................................................................... 1 July 97 ................................................ $5,700
Broad St. Pump Station No. 2 .................................................................... 17 Dec 98 ................................................ 12,226
Napoleon Ave. Canal ..................................................................................... 8 Sept 99 ................................................. 19,400
Dwyer Road Canal ....................................................................................   7 June 00 .................................................. 4,000
Dwyer Road Pump Station .......................................................................... 5 June 00 ................................................ 10,000
Hollygrove Drainage Improvement No. 1 ................................................... 5 May 00 ................................................ 11,500
Claiborne - Nashville to Jena ......................................................................... 7 Apr 00 .................................................. 9,535
Claiborne - Jena to Louisiana ..................................................................... 24 Mar 00 ................................................ 13,220
Hollygrove Drainage Improvement No. 2 ................................................. 11 May 00 ................................................ 10,000
Pritchard St. Pump Station ........................................................................ 17 Aug 00 .................................................. 4,000
Dwyer Road Intake .................................................................................... 14 Aug 01 ................................................ 10,000
Palmetto Canal Relocations .......................................................................... 1 Oct 00 .................................................. 6,000

Project             Scheduled or Actual Award Contract Amount ($1,000)

Orleans
Parish

Project                                                  Scheduled or Actual Award Contract Amount ($1,000)
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Project Status: SELA Advances,
Flood Protection Improves
The Southeast Louisiana Flood Control
Project (SELA) continues its work toward the
goal of improving rainfall flood control in
Orleans, Jefferson, and St. Tammany parishes.
This massive civil works project seeks to
diminish the area’s rainfall flooding problems
by increasing the rainwater diversion capacity of

both canals and pump stations.
The project status chart on these two pages

indicates the scheduled contract award dates
and individual construction costs for the 57
currently authorized SELA contracts. Con-
struction costs for all projects are shared
between the federal government and a local

sponsor on the basis of a 75/25
percent split. Total construction
cost for the 57 projects approaches
half a billion dollars.
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Ave. D Canal ................................................................................................ 20 Mar 97 .............................................. $1,860
Suburban Canal - I-10 to Veterans ............................................................. 16 Apr 97 ................................................. 5,041
Canal No. 3 - I-10 to Elmwood Canal ......................................................... 20 Aug 97 ................................................. 9,058
Pump Station Equipment ............................................................................. 20 Feb 98 .............................................. 18,129
Gardere Canal - Phase 1 ............................................................................ 31 Mar 98 ................................................. 3,454
Terry Parkway Canal .................................................................................. 31 Mar 98 ................................................. 8,356
Suburban Canal - W Esplanade to Pump Station No. 2 ............................. 17 Apr 98 ................................................. 2,761
Keyhole Canal .............................................................................................. 23 Apr 98 ................................................. 1,287
Elmwood Canal- W Esplanade to Pump Station No. 3 .............................. 21 May 98 ................................................. 4,618
Elmwood Canal - Canal No. 3 to W Esplanade ........................................... 1 June 98 ................................................. 4,586
Suburban Canal - Veterans to W Esplanade .............................................. 13 July 98 ................................................. 9,875
Canal No. 3 - I-10 to Soniat Canal .............................................................. 10 Aug 98 ................................................. 9,255
Railroad Canal ............................................................................................... 2 June 99 ................................................. 4,921
Woodmere & Sunnymeade Canals ............................................................ 16 June 99 ................................................. 5,035
Pump Station No. 2 ...................................................................................... 14 Dec 99 .............................................. 17,683
Cousins Canal - Phase 1 ............................................................................... 22 Dec 99 ................................................. 3,657
Grand Cross Canal ......................................................................................... 6 Dec 99 .................................................... 742
Swift Canal & Canal A ................................................................................ 26 May 00 ................................................. 7,400
Pump Station No. 3 ...................................................................................... 19 Nov 99 ............................................... 15,373
Duges Canal .................................................................................................... 3 Dec 99 ................................................. 3,636
Pipeline Canal .............................................................................................. 28 May 00 ................................................. 2,500
Whitney Barataria Pump Station ................................................................ 15 Dec 99 .............................................. 18,501
Brown Ave. Canal ......................................................................................... 20 Jan 00 ................................................. 1,999
Suburban Canal @ W Esplanade .................................................................. 20 Jan 00 ................................................. 4,550
Suburban Canal @ I-10 .................................................................................. 9 Oct 00 ................................................. 3,500
Justice & Oil Company Canals .....................................................................  30 Aug 00 ................................................. 4,500
Two-Mile Canal - Phase 1 ............................................................................ 9 Sept 00 .............................................. 11,400
Soniat Canal - Veterans to W Napoleon .................................................... 29 June 00 .............................................. 12,000
Mayronne Canal ............................................................................................ 6 Aug 00 ................................................. 1,750
Keyhole Canal - Phase II ............................................................................. 17 May 00 ................................................. 1,883
Whitney Canal .............................................................................................. 17 Nov 00 ................................................. 1,130
Gardere Canal - Phase 2 ............................................................................. 25 Aug 00 .............................................. 10,000
Soniat Canal - W Napoleon to W Metairie ................................................. 22 Dec 00 .............................................. 13,000
Suburban Canal @ Veterans ....................................................................... 10 Oct 00 ................................................. 5,200
Soniat Canal @ W Metairie ......................................................................... 17 Feb 01 ................................................. 2,500
Grand Cross Canal @ Lapalco ..................................................................... 11 Oct 00 .................................................... 500
Soniat Canal @ Veterans ............................................................................... 1 Feb 01 ................................................. 1,600
Elmwood Canal @ Kawanee ......................................................................... 1 Oct 00 .................................................... 500
Cousins Canal - Phase 2 ................................................................................. 1 Oct 00 .................................................... 640
Elmwood Canal @ W. Esplanade ................................................................. 14 Oct 00 ................................................. 2,000

         Project Scheduled or Actual Award Contract Amount ($1,000)
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ORLEANS PARISH

Canal Construction Begins
On Napoleon Avenue
Two new canals to be placed under Napoleon in the
Broadmoor neighborhood.

Over the next two years, James Industrial
Constructors of Baton Rouge will install a
pair of underground canals as part of
SELA flood control efforts in Orleans

Parish. The project’s scheduled comple-
tion date is September 15, 2002.

The two new canals, each 19 feet
wide by 13 feet high and 3,200 feet long,

will run north and
south for nine blocks
along the Napoleon
Avenue traffic median,
extending from South
Claiborne Avenue to
South Broad Street.
The covered concrete
canals will parallel an
existing 20- by 12-foot
concrete canal, which
will remain fully
operational during
construction.

The contractor and
agencies involved in the
project are making a

Workmen carefully maneuver a pile follower into place.

A major portion of a timber pile has already
been driven out of sight by the heavy head of
a crane-supported pile driver.
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coordinated effort to minimize inconve-
niences caused by the project. During
construction, drivers on Napoleon will
encounter signs and barricades directing
them through short detours. These
detours will be altered as work progresses.
Engineers anticipate that traffic lanes will
be closed for a distance of no more than
four blocks at a time, and no more than
three cross streets will be closed at once.

As construction on each block is finished,
that block will be opened to traffic and
another block will be closed off.

The contractor will ensure that
residents have access to their homes at all
times. An access lane will be left open
solely for the use of residents and emer-
gency vehicles.

Each of the new canals has a slightly
larger capacity than the existing canal.
Overall, the system’s capacity will be three
times what it is now (the existing canal
will remain in operation). This project is
representative of SELA efforts and is part
of the overall improvement plan for
uptown New Orleans and Broadmoor.◆

An engineer oversees positioning of a timber pile before it is driven into the
soil in preparation for canal work along Napleon Avenue.

An array of materials and heavy equipment stretches down Napoleon
Avenue as canal work proceeds.
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JEFFERSON PARISH

Completed Projects Keep Adding Up In
Jefferson Parish

SELA construction projects continue to
enhance the complex system of canals and
pumping stations developed by the parish.

Of the 42 SELA projects authorized in
Jefferson Parish, 22 have been awarded for
construction, and the remainder will be
awarded by the end of the year.  Eight
contracts are complete and another five are
scheduled for completion in 2000.  Con-
struction on current authorized projects is
scheduled to be finished by October of
2002; however, Jefferson Parish and the
Corps have undertaken efforts to add
critically needed improvements to the
project. Construction could continue
beyond 2002 should these additions be
approved.

The charts at right and on the following
page indicate SELA and, where noted,
Jefferson Parish projects that have been
completed and those that are now under
construction.

New concrete and steel
abound as Jefferson
Parish works to upgrade
its rainwater drainage
system.

Completed Canal
Improvements

1 Suburban Canal (West Napoleon
Ave. to Interstate 10) — Project work
improved the channel with a concrete
flume at a cost of $4.9 million.

Heebe Canal (West Bank Express-
way to Gretna Blvd.) — This $1 million
project improved 5,100 feet of canal.

Terry Parkway — Underground
concrete box culvert was installed along
4,428 feet of the Terry Parkway median
at a cost of $8.3 million.

Suburban Canal (Interstate 10 to
Veterans) — This Concrete U-shaped
flume was installed at a cost of $5 million.

Suburban Canal (West Esplanade
to Pumping Station No. 2) — Project
work resloped and relined 1,100 feet of
canal at a cost of $2.8 million.

Elmwood Canal (West Esplanade to
Pumping Station No. 3) — This project
widened, deepened, and relined 4,100
feet of canal at a cost of $4.4 million.

11

10

9

8

7 Gardere Canal Phase One  —
Project work widened and resloped 750
feet of earthen canal and installed
1,100 feet of new concrete U-shaped
flume at a total cost of $3.4 million.

Keyhole Canal — The banks of
4,870 feet of canal were widened,
sloped and paved at a cost of $1.3
million.

Avenue D Canal — Project work
installed 2,130 feet of U-shaped flume
at a cost of $1.8 million.

Canal No. 3 (Interstate 10 to
Elmwood Canal) — This project re-
placed an earthen channel with 1,500-
feet of concrete flume at a cost of $9.4
million.

Elmwood Canal (West Esplanade
Ave. to 41st Street) — This $1.8 million
Parish contract stabilized channel slopes
in preparation for future work.
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Projects Under
Construction

New Whitney/Barataria Pump
Station — Phase One construction is
complete, and Phase Two construction
is underway. When complete, this new
pumping station will house three pumps
with a combined capacity of 3,600 cfs.

Woodmere/Sunnymead Canals —
This $5 million project will install 5,200
feet of concrete lining on the
Woodmere and Sunnymead canals.

Cousins Canal/Phase One —
Work on this $3.6 million project will
enhance 1,500 feet of canal with
concrete flume and slope pavement.

Grand Cross Canal — This
$742,000 project will widen and
deepen 4,600 feet of earthen canal.

Brown Avenue Canal — Project
work will enhance 3,000 feet of canal
with concrete U-frame at a cost of $2
million.

Dugues Canal — This $4 million
project will install sheet piling on 2,500
feet of this canal.

Elmwood Canal (Canal No. 3 to W.
Esplanade) — This project widens,
deepens, and relines 4,100 feet of canal
at a cost of $4.2 million.

     Canal No. 3 (Soniat to Interstate 10) —
Project work on this canal will install
2,600 feet of concrete flume at a cost
of $9 million.

Suburban Canal (Veterans to W.
Esplanade) — This project will improve
4,500 feet of canal with a concrete
flume at a cost of $9.6 million.

Pump Station No. 2 — Modifica-
tions to the inflow and outflow channels
will allow installation of two new
pumps, increasing capacity by 2,400 cfs
at a cost of $17.7 million.

Pump Station No. 3 — Modifica-
tions to the inflow and outflow channels
will allow installation of two new
pumps, increasing capacity by 2,400 cfs
at a cost of $15.4 million.

Railroad Canal — An existing
earthen channel will be replaced with
790 feet of concrete flume and 1,435
feet of multiple culverts at a cost of
$4.9 million.

Completed Pump Station
Improvements

Completed Canal
Improvements / continued

2

13
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Avenue D Canal/Phase One —  A
canal crossing at Avenue D was im-
proved through a parish contract at a
cost of $257,000.

Canal No. 4 Crossings —  The
parish improved three canal crossings at
a cost of $4.2 million.

Governor Hall Canal (West Bank
Expressway to Whitney Canal) —  A
parish contract improved this canal at a
cost of $1.4 million.

3

1 Westminster Pump Station —
Construction on this new 1,200 cfs
pumping station was completed in 1997
by Jefferson Parish at a cost of $7.4
million.

Westwego Pump Station —
Jefferson Parish added a new 325 cfs
pump station at a cost of $805,000.

Whitney/Barataria Pump Station
Phase One — This $3.3 million project
completed work on the inflow channel
for this new pump station.

Suburban Canal at West Esplanade —
This $2.3 million project will replace the
West Esplanade Avenue bridges with
concrete box culverts. Work will be
accomplished in phases that will allow
construction of detour lanes.
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ST. TAMMANY PARISH

The Corps Studies Slidell

The study, which includes a cost analysis,
is a preliminary step toward developing
comprehensive flood control plans for the
city. Results will aid city officials as they
determine how best to proceed with flood
protection measures for the community.

“Making a decision about flood
control means weighing our needs against
the limited funds we have available,”
explains Sam Caruso, mayor of Slidell.
“The study will help us to make that
decision.”

Three Slidell drainage canals will be
the focus of the study: Reine Canal, West
Diversion Canal and the W-14 Canal.
Survey data will assist engineers and
hydrologists in determining the capacity
of those canals and what fundamental
changes may be necessary to improve
their performance. It is likely that recom-
mended changes will include reshaping
sections of the canals, lining some of
them with concrete and replacing some
restrictive bridges.◆

Computers, calculators and surveyor’s instruments are
tools of the trade as the Corps studies rainfall drainage
needs for the community of Slidell in St. Tammany Parish.

This earthen canal is representative of many area canals considered for improvement.

“Making a decision about flood control
means weighing our needs against the
limited funds we have available.”

“Making a decision about flood control
means weighing our needs against the
limited funds we have available.”


