Sippl River and Tributaries

Corps receives emergency MR&T repair funds

Building on the successes of 2011
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Coastal restoration efforts
reach major milestone

As 2011 came to a close, the Louisi-
ana Coastal Area “6” coastal restoration
projects met a major milestone, as repre-
sentatives from the Corps of Engineers
and the State of Louisiana signed the
LCA 6 Design Agreement. This agree-
ment, signed by Terrence C. “Rock” Salt,
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of
the Army (Civil Works) and Garret
Graves, Chairman of the Coastal Protec-
tion and Restoration Authority, initiates
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approximately $29 million worth of pre-
construction engineering and design
efforts. The initiation of these design
agreements marks the first official move
out of the planning phase for the Louisi-
ana Coastal Area program and sets the
stage for approximately $1.4 billion in
construction of these important coastal
restoration projects if funding is made
available.

The projects included in the LCA 6
are Small Diversion at Convent / Blind
River, Terrebonne Basin Barrier Shore-
line  Restoration, Amite River Diver-
sion Canal, Medium Diversion at White
Ditch, and Convey Atchafalaya River
Water to Northern Terrebonne
Marshes / Multipurpose of Houma
Navigation Canal Lock.

Program and Project Updates

Causeway construction
remains on track

The Hurricane and Storm Damage
Risk Reduction Causeway abutment
and floodwall contract involves con-
struction of a floodwall to elevation 15
feet (or a 10 foot high floodwall) that
will tie into the Lake Pontchartrain
levees. The nearly $43 million project
requires raising about 700 feet of
Causeway Boulevard at the south end
of the bridge over this floodwall.

Commuters have experienced
some construction-related delays, but
not to the extent some initially
thought. Close coordination with the
Causeway Commission and Jefferson
Parish has helped to alleviate conges-
tion on Causeway Boulevard.

The most recent phase of con-
struction occurred in early December,

WwWw.mvn.usace.army.mil

ion of a new floodwall at the Causeway
bridge is well under way.

when southbound Causeway drivers
were routed onto a newly-built ele-
vated bridge section. Northbound
traffic is scheduled to be rerouted to
the overpass in January.

The Causeway project is currently
70 percent complete and has features
in place to defend against a 100-year
storm surge event. All construction is
scheduled to conclude in December
2012.

Tiger Team’s work on West
Bank levee continues

To address debris in a stretch of
levee in Westwego, the Corps last fall
assigned a Quality Assurance Tiger
Team, comprised of members of the
nationwide Corps team and non-
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Th&ieam inspects a levee section.
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Federal sponsors (in this case, the
Coastal Protection and Restoration
Authority and the Southeast Louisiana
Flood Protection Authority-West), to
monitor and assess the extent of un-
suitable or objectionable material and
determine whether the levee meets the
contract specification requirements.

To date, the Tiger Team has con-
ducted trenching, coring and geophysi-
cal testing in the levee. Materials are
being lab tested to determine the im-
pacts to levee stability, performance
and any impact on future levee mainte-
nance.

Two separate reports will be pre-
pared — one by the Tiger Team and the
other by the New Orleans District
Engineering Division. The latter will
incorporate the findings of the Tiger
Team, as well as reports by SLFPA-
West, and include recommendations
for corrective actions, if needed. In
addition, an Independent External
Peer Review will also be conducted.

The Corps will continue to work
with its non-federal sponsors to ad-
dress concerns related to unsuitable
materials.

HSDRRS mitigation planning
in full swing

The goal of Hurricane and Storm
Damage Risk Reduction System miti-
gation is to replace the functions and
values of habitats that are impacted
during construction of Lake Pontchar-
train and Vicinity (LPV) and West
Bank and Vicinity (WBV) HSDRRS
projects after all efforts to avoid and
minimize these impacts have been
exhausted.

As of early January 2012, impacted
habitat types have included bottom-
land hardwood wetland, bottomland
hardwood upland, swamp and marsh.
The Corps has been able to signifi-
cantly reduce the estimated impacted
acreage from 5,000 acres to approxi-
mately 2,200 acres due to a concerted
effort to avoid environmental impacts
during advanced engineering design.

Below is the status of HSDRRS
mitigation, as of January 3, 2012:

Estimated Project Schedule:

Complete Study Phase Feb. 2012
Complete Design Phase Feb. 2013
Begin Constr. Contract Oct. 2013

Julie Vignes, West Bank and Vicinity branch
chief, and Soheila Holley, senior project man-
ager, at a HSDRRS mitigation public meeting.
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