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Louisiana ports lead U.S. in total cargo tonnage 
 
NEW ORLEANS – Louisiana had America’s largest single port and four ports among the top 10 
in the latest cargo tonnage report, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers said Tuesday. 
 
The Port of South Louisiana was No. 1 again, with 216.4 million tons of total waterborne 
commerce in 2002. 
 
Houston was second at 177.6 million tons. New York-New Jersey was third at 134.5 million, 
Beaumont (Texas) fourth at 85.9 million and New Orleans fifth at 85.0 million, 
 
Total waterborne commerce includes import, export, coastal and inland commerce. The figures 
are compiled by the Corps’ Waterborne Commerce Statistics Center in New Orleans. 
 
In totals by state, Louisiana led with 484.9 million tons in 2002. Texas was second with 442.3 
million; California third, 190.1 million; Florida fourth, 122.5 million and Illinois fifth, 120.3 
million. 
 
Texas led U.S. export-import tonnage with 325.1 million. Louisiana, benefiting from the 
Mississippi River’s inland waterway system, led domestic traffic at 269.2 million tons.  
 
Louisiana’s leading cargoes are bulk products such as grain, chemicals and petroleum. It is led 
by four ports on the Mississippi River: South Louisiana, based in LaPlace; New Orleans; Baton 
Rouge, No. 9 and the Port of Plaquemines, No. 10. Lake Charles, La., is No. 16. 
  
Texas ports also include Corpus Christi, ranked 7th; Texas City, 11th; Freeport, 24th, and Port 
Arthur, 30th.  California’s ports include Long Beach, No. 8 and Los Angeles, No. 12. 
 
U.S. tonnage tables. Scroll to “Principal Ports” at bottom for 1998-2002: 
http://www.iwr.usace.army.mil/ndc/wcsc/wcsc.htm  
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Leading U.S. Ports in 2002 
(Millions of Short Tons and Percent Change from 2001)   

 
 
 Domestic 

 
Foreign 

 
Total1 

 
Rank 

 
Type2 

 
Port Tons % Tons 

 
% 

 
Tons %

 
1 C South Louisiana, LA, Port of   124.9 6.9 91.5 -4.4 216.4 1.8
2 C Houston, TX                    62.4 -3.2 115.2 -4.5 177.6 -4.0
3 C New York, NY and NJ3           64.9 -7.5 69.6 -6.0 134.5 -6.7
4 C Beaumont, TX                   18.2 6.0 67.7 9.3 85.9 8.6
5 C New Orleans, LA                33.2 -5.9 51.8 2.9 85.0 -.7
6 I Huntington, WV, OH, KY          81.1 5.7 0.0 0 81.1 5.7
7 C Corpus Christi, TX 21.4 -9.4 50.6 -6.2 72.0 -7.2
8 C Long Beach, CA                 15.6 -3.1 52.3 1.4 67.9 .3
9 C Baton Rouge, LA                39.6 -2.7 20.9 1.4 60.6 -1.4

10 C Plaquemines, LA, Port of       35.8 -4.1 23.3 -.3 59.1 -2.6
11 C Texas City, TX                 16.1 -11.5 39.2 -11.2 55.2 -11.3
12 C Los Angeles, CA                6.8 5.9 45.4 1.0 52.2 1.6
13 I Pittsburgh, PA                 52.1 -1.8 0.0 0 52.1 -1.8
14 C Valdez, AK                     50.5 -.9 0.0 68.9 50.5 -.9
15 C Tampa, FL                      31.8 12.2 16.6 -5.0 48.4 5.7
16 C Lake Charles, LA               20.1 -4.0 27.4 -14.1 47.5 -10.1
17 C Mobile, AL                     21.9 8.6 24.2 -13.7 46.0 -4.4
18 L Duluth-Superior, MN and WI    29.7 11.9 14.5 8.9 44.2 10.9
19 C Baltimore, MD                  15.2 -9.2 23.6 -6.8 38.8 -7.7
20 C Philadelphia, PA               13.7 2.2 20.4 -38.1 34.1 -26.5
21 I St. Louis, MO and IL           32.6 -5.3 0.0 0 32.6 -5.3
22 C Pascagoula, MS                 11.4 2.8 20.5 10.8 31.9 7.8
23 C Norfolk Harbor, VA             6.8 -33.9 21.1 -21.9 27.9 -25.2
24 C Freeport, TX                   5.1 -3.2 22.1 -11.2 27.2 -9.8
25 C Portland, ME                   2.0 -2.7 25.1 -4.9 27.1 -4.8
26 C Portland, OR                   11.2 -21.8 15.4 -9.3 26.6 -15.0
27 C Paulsboro, NJ                  8.3 -.7 18.1 40.1 26.4 24.1
28 C Marcus Hook, PA                9.6 -11.5 15.6 88.9 25.2 31.8
29 C Charleston, SC                 6.0 -2.1 19.0 10.9 25.0 7.5
30 C Port Arthur, TX                7.5 -2.8 15.2 .6 22.7 -.6
31 C Richmond, CA                   11.6 3.2 10.3 3.2 21.9 3.2
32 C Port Everglades, FL            12.6 2.3 8.7 -9.6 21.3 -2.9
33 C Savannah, GA                   1.9 -21.3 18.7 10.6 20.7 6.6
34 C Tacoma, WA                     7.4 -9.0 13.2 6.4 20.6 .3
35 L Chicago, IL                    18.8 -2.9 1.6 -38.6 20.4 -7.2
36 C Boston, MA                     7.1 -12.8 13.2 6.5 20.4 -1.1
37 C Seattle, WA                    6.1 8.8 13.5 -9.7 19.6 -4.7
38 C Jacksonville, FL               8.2 -7.2 9.7 8.2 17.9 .5
39 L Detroit, MI 12.9 5.2 4.4 -6.7 17.3 1.9
40 C Honolulu, HI                   11.8 .1 4.9 1.4 16.6 .4
41 I Memphis, TN                    16.4 -3.0 0.0 0 16.4 -3.0
42 C Anacortes, WA                  12.8 -13.3 2.6 28.0 15.4 -8.4
43 L Two Harbors, MN                14.8 24.7 0.1 0 14.9 25.4
44 L Indiana Harbor, IN             13.3 3.8 0.5 -30.9 13.8 1.9
45 I Cincinnati, OH                 13.0 -7.7 0.0 0 13.0 -7.7
46 C Oakland, CA                    3.0 92.5 9.5 -11.7 12.5 1.5
47 C San Juan, PR                   7.1 -6.9 5.3 1.8 12.4 -3.3
48 L Cleveland, OH                  9.1 -1.3 2.3 -14.9 11.4 -4.4
49 C Newport News, VA               6.2 -13.8 5.1 -23.5 11.3 -18.5
50 L Toledo, OH                     5.6 22.5 5.6 -7.4 11.1 5.5
51 L Presque Isle, MI               8.6 13.1 2.0 6.3 10.6 11.8
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52 L Conneaut, OH                   5.4 40.1 5.1 -23.4 10.5 -.1
53 C New Castle, DE                 7.2 39.4 3.2 -6.3 10.4 21.3
54 C New Haven, CT                  6.6 -3.0 3.6 15.0 10.1 2.7
55 L Ashtabula, OH                  4.5 -12.7 5.4 -7.7 9.8 -10.0
56 C Matagorda Ship Channel, TX     2.9 14.0 6.7 2.2 9.6 5.5
57 L Gary, IN                       9.1 6.4 0.4 7.7 9.5 6.5
58 C Galveston, TX                  3.9 -23.7 5.2 33.1 9.1 1.1
59 C Miami, FL                      1.2 11.0 7.7 3.9 8.9 4.9
60 L Burns Waterway Harbor, IN      6.6 -3.4 2.0 6.4 8.6 -1.3
61 L Calcite, MI                    7.2 -1.3 1.4 33.5 8.6 3.1
62 C Providence, RI                 5.3 -7.6 2.9 -10.6 8.2 -8.7
63 I Louisville, KY                 7.9 -13.1 0.0 0 7.9 -13.1
64 L Stoneport, MI                  7.3 -8.3 0.2 6.6 7.5 -7.9
65 C Nikishka, AK                   3.7 10.5 3.5 17.0 7.2 13.6
66 C Albany, NY                     5.5 -.6 1.3 -23.4 6.8 -5.9
67 L Lorain, OH                     6.3 -16.5 0.4 18.0 6.7 -15.2
68 C Vancouver, WA                  2.0 -9.8 4.6 -4.3 6.6 -6.1
69 C Wilmington, NC                 3.4 14.2 3.1 -3.8 6.5 4.8
70 C Kalama, WA                     0.8 -34.7 5.6 3.2 6.4 -3.8
71 C Camden-Gloucester, NJ          2.1 -15.0 4.0 53.1 6.1 19.8
72 C Barbers Point, Oahu, HI        3.6 -7.7 2.4 9.4 6.0 -1.5
73 I St. Paul, MN                   5.6 20.3 0.0 0 5.6 20.3
74 L Port Inland, MI                5.0 -2.8 0.6 -49.8 5.6 -11.1
75 L Silver Bay, MN                 4.8 12.1 0.1 0 4.9 14.3
76 C Brownsville, TX                1.6 -12.3 3.2 37.4 4.7 15.6
77 C Victoria, TX                   4.7 .0 0.0 0 4.7 .0
78 C Longview, WA                   0.8 74.1 3.9 24.6 4.7 31.1
79 L Escanaba, MI                   4.6 -33.7 0.0 25.9 4.6 -33.4
80 C Bridgeport, CT                 3.2 -6.4 1.5 19.8 4.6 .6
81 L St. Clair, MI                  4.5 -7.1 0.0 0 4.5 -6.5
82 C Wilmington, DE                 1.0 -23.2 3.5 -31.9 4.5 -30.2
83 L Sandusky, OH                   1.2 -18.8 3.3 2.6 4.5 -4.2
84 I Vicksburg, MS                  4.2 -10.6 0.0 0 4.2 -10.6
85 C Port Manatee, FL               1.0 -26.2 3.2 33.5 4.2 11.3
86 I Nashville, TN                  4.2 -12.8 0.0 0 4.2 -12.8
87 C Portsmouth, NH                 0.6 10.1 3.5 -10.2 4.1 -7.6
88 C Palm Beach, FL                 2.2 .1 1.8 39.3 4.0 14.3
89 C Port Canaveral, FL             1.1 -24.1 2.8 -1.1 4.0 -9.1
90 I Mount Vernon, IN               3.8 27.2 0.0 0 3.8 27.2
91 L Marine City, MI                3.7 -4.8 0.0 26.4 3.7 -4.7
92 C Ponce, PR                      0.1 -35.9 3.6 17.0 3.7 15.3
93 I Kansas City, MO                3.6 -16.4 0.0 0 3.6 -16.4
94 C Kahului, Maui, HI              3.5 -2.3 0.0 -100.0 3.5 -6.4
95 C Fall River, MA                 2.4 -11.5 0.9 52.6 3.4 .3
96 L Marblehead, OH                 3.1 17.3 0.3 -29.8 3.4 11.5
97 L Alpena, MI                     3.0 -3.2 0.2 33.7 3.2 -1.5
98 L Port Dolomite, MI              2.7 -5.5 0.4 2.6 3.1 -4.5
99 C Kivilina, AK                   1.6 18.9 1.5 14.1 3.1 16.5

100 L Milwaukee, WI                  1.7 -1.2 1.4 -13.7 3.1 -7.3
1.   Total may not equal column sum due to rounding. 
2. Type code depicts the location of the port as Coastal (C), Great Lakes (L), or Inland (I). 
3. Foreign tons adjusted for CY 2001. 

 
 



 
 

  
U.S. Waterborne Traffic by State in 20021 

(Millions of Short Tons and Change from 2001) 
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1 
 
 Louisiana 269.2 -1.4 215.7 -3.3 484.9 -2.3 

2 
 
 Texas 117.1 -3.5 325.1 -2.5 442.3 -2.8 

3 
 
 California 45.9 3.2 144.2 1.5 190.1 1.9 

4 
 
 Florida 70.6 1.4 51.9 -.4 122.5 .6 

5 
 
 Illinois 118.7 -1.2 1.7 -37.3 120.3 -1.9 

6 
 
 Ohio 96.6 3.1 22.8 -12.0 119.4 -.1 

7 
 
 Pennsylvania 75.2 -2.8 40.2 -16.0 115.3 -7.8 

8 
 
 New Jersey3 50.0 -8.6 44.6 34.8 110.1 10.9 

9 
 
 Washington 53.7 -7.9 47.2 1.2 100.9 -3.9 

10 
 
 Kentucky 100.1 -1.0 0.0 0 100.1 -1.0 

11 
 
 New York3 52.0 -4.1 36.1 -28.3 88.1 -15.8 

12 
 
 West Virginia 80.1 .8 0.0 0 80.1 .8 

13 
 
 Michigan 59.3 -4.8 14.4 1.2 73.8 -3.7 

14 
 
 Indiana 68.6 .9 2.9 -2.7 71.5 .7 

15 
 
 Alaska 59.2 .5 8.3 -.9 67.5 .4 

16 
 
 Alabama 42.7 6.1 24.2 -13.7 66.9 -2.0 

17 
 
 Minnesota 42.4 14.9 5.4 -23.9 47.8 8.6 

18 
 
 Mississippi 24.8 -2.7 22.9 10.4 47.7 3.2 

19 
 
 Virginia 19.3 -24.4 28.2 -22.4 47.5 -23.2 

20 
 
 Maryland 21.2 -8.8 26.1 -2.1 47.3 -5.2 

21 
 
 Tennessee 46.2 -1.2 0.0 0 46.2 -1.2 

22 
 
 Wisconsin 31.3 7.8 11.2 32.9 42.5 13.4 

23 
 
 Delaware 19.8 11.2 18.8 -3.0 38.6 3.8 

24 
 
 Virgin Islands 16.7 -12.6 21.8 -5.9 38.5 -9.0 

25 
 
 Oregon 14.3 -17.6 17.4 -5.9 31.7 -11.6 

26 
 
 Missouri 30.0 -13.4 0.0 0 30.0 -13.4 

27 
 
 Maine 2.9 -2.4 26.3 -5.0 29.1 -4.7 

28 
 
 South Carolina 6.0 -1.8 20.5 10.5 26.5 7.5 

29 
 
 Massachusetts 10.7 -13.9 15.4 9.9 26.1 -1.2 

30 
 
 Puerto Rico 10.4 -2.3 13.9 9.6 24.3 4.2 

31 
 
 Georgia 2.1 -24.5 21.2 9.9 23.3 5.6 

32 
 
 Hawaii 15.4 -.7 7.3 -4.7 22.6 -2.1 

33 
 
 Connecticut 12.5 -9.6 5.1 15.2 17.6 -3.6 

34 
 
 Iowa 16.7 16.7 0.0 0 16.7 16.7 

35 
 
 Arkansas 13.2 13.1 0.0 0 13.2 13.1 

36 
 
 North Carolina 4.7 1.2 5.0 -17.3 9.7 -9.3 

37 
 
 Rhode Island 5.3 -7.9 3.1 -8.1 8.4 -8.0 

38 
 
 Oklahoma 4.4 7.4 0.0 0 4.4 7.4 

39 
 
 New Hampshire 0.6 10.1 3.5 -10.2 4.1 -7.6 

40 
 
 Kansas 1.7 -26.2 0.0 0 1.7 -26.2 

41 
 
 Idaho 1.0 -25.1 0.0 0 1.0 -25.1 

42 
 
 District of Columbia 0.6 -16.0 0.0 0 0.6 -16.0 

43 
 
 Guam 0.2 -33.7 0.0 0 0.2 -33.7 

44 
 
 Nebraska 0.2 23.1 0.0 0 0.2 23.1

1.  Includes shipments, receipts and intrastate commerce.   2.  Total may not equal column sum due to rounding.     3.  Foreign tons adjusted for CY 01. 


