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Corps officials address Mississippi River and coastal 

restoration issues   
 

NEW ORLEANS – On the 125th anniversary of the Mississippi River Commission, Brig. Gen. 

Don T. Riley, commission president, on Friday highlighted both the benefits and challenges in 

maintaining the vast Mississippi River flood control and navigation system.   

Riley extolled the major accomplishments since 1928:  $284 billion in flood damages 

prevented from a $12-billion federal investment; 3.8 million people protected when all work is 

completed; more than 501 million tons of cargo moved in 2002 alone. 

At the annual MRC “high water” levee inspection public meeting here, Riley also 

addressed the challenges of maintaining aging infrastructure, saying the Corps faced a critical un-

funded backlog of projects totaling $176 million.  He said the total un-funded needs in backlog 

work amounted to $548 million.  Future challenges also include increased environmental and 

security requirements, and unpredictable dredging requirements, which may fluctuate as much as 

$40 million annually and take funds away from other maintenance needs. 

He and Col. Peter J. Rowan, district engineer for the New Orleans District, both spoke 

about the complexity of restoring the Louisiana coastal wetlands. “In my view,” said Riley, “this 

is a challenge of a magnitude that demands the attention of the best engineers and scientists that 

the country—not just the Army and Louisiana—has to offer. 

 

(more) 
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“Our current efforts are focused on identifying the most critical ecological needs and 

presenting a near-term plan of specific, cost-effective projects to address them,” Riley said. 

Rowan reported on the district’s current $375-million program, including the Louisiana 

Coastal Area Ecosystem Restoration Study, saying the Corps was committed to submitting a 

recommendation to Congress seeking project authorization this fiscal year.  He said a draft report 

would be released for public review in July.  

Rowan commented that the Corps, in response to a request from Gov. Kathleen Blanco to 

improve water quality and aquatic resources in the Atchafalaya Basin, increased the Old River 

Control flow diversion from the Mississippi River by two percent for seven days this month.  

Concluding his remarks on coastal issues, Rowan said, “Last fall, we dug the West Bay 

diversion channel just below Venice.  It’s the first large-scale sediment diversion of Mississippi 

River water.  It will build 10,000 acres over 20 years.  The higher the river stage, the more 

sediment the river delivers.  West Bay will give us lessons valuable for future projects.” 

For more information on West Bay and other Corps projects in Louisiana, go to 

http://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/ 

      

 

NOTE TO EDITORS:  Digital images are available of Brig. Gen. Riley, Col. Rowan and the 

meeting.  
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