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Atchafalaya Basin Floodway System

A project of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineersin Louisiana

L and acquisition (100 percent Cor ps)
o0 Environmentd protection, developmenta control
0 Flood control
0 Public access
Water management units (100 percent Cor ps)
0 Redoration of flows for fish and wildlife enhancement
Recreation (50 percent Corps, 50 percent state)

o0 Vigtor center, boat launching ramps, campgrounds
Percentages: Corps and State of Louisiana shares of first (capital) costs

Project begun by Corps of Engineers. 1988

Cor ps spending through fiscal year 2001 (ends Sept. 30). About $91 million. Corps
current estimated project cost, $202 million.

The Army Corps of Engineers has been at work since 1988 on the Atchafadaya Basin
Floodway System. It has spent about $91 million on this project, which will preserve the
environment of this greet river swvamp and make amodest portion of it avalable to the
public. The environmenta preservation dovetails with the flood control. Restrictions on
development will enhance flood flows and preserve the environment.

Land Acquisition, 100 percent Cor ps. 388,000 acresin two forms:

o Feeland, 50,000 acres. Acquired to date, 47,324 acres*. This land will have public
access, under the management of Corps of Engineers park rangers.
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o Environmentd protection and developmenta control easements, 338,000 acres.
Acquired to date, 143,730 acres*. The easements will keep the property in private
hands but prevent development as, for example, farms, oil refineries and
resdences/camps. Absence of structures will help to pass floodwaters. Logging will
be restricted, with the greatest protection for wetland trees such as cypress and

tupelo.

The ABFS project areaisthe Lower AtchafdayaBasin. This encompasses 595,000
acres, from U.S. 190 to the vicinity of Morgan City. Of this, the Corpsisacquiring
388,000 acres. Contrary to claims that the project will throw open most of the Basin to
tourists and other public users, 87 percent (338,000 acres) of the Corps acreage will
remain in private ownership — and come under the protective easements.

Water management units, 100 percent Cor ps. The Corpsis authorized to congtruct two
pilot water management units, Buffalo Cove and Hat Lake. Thisfiscd year, money has
been appropriated to begin planning the Buffdo Cove Water Management Unit. The
unitswill re-establish water flows for the enhancement of fish and wildlife. Within

Buffao Cove, the Bayou Eugene prototype mode was completed in 1996. Congtruction

in Buffalo Cove could begin in fiscal year 2002.

Recreation, 50 per cent Cor ps, 50 percent state. The recreation features include boat
launching ramps, campgrounds and a visitor center. We are working onimplementation
of the Smmesport Boat Launch, whose loca sponsor, in this case, is Avoydlles Parish.
Plans and specifications are complete. The scheduled award date for the Simmesport
Boat Launch is September 2001. We have been planning of the Myette Point boat launch
near Franklin, and congtruction could begin in fiscal year 2003.

Operation & Maintenance costs. Land and water management units, 75 percent Corps
of Engineers, 25 percent State of Louisiana. Recreation, 100 percent State of LouiSana

* On asmall number of acres, purchase has been negotiated but is not yet closed.
-0-

There are two Atchafalaya Projects— Please do not confuse the Atchafaaya Basin
Hoodway System (ABFS) project, outlined above, with another Corps of Engineers
project known as the Atchafalaya Basin. Long predating the ABFS, the Atchafdaya

Basin project’s main features are 449 miles of levees, three navigation locks; navigation,
freshwater distribution, and access channds, 14 pumping stations and 15 drainage
structures. For more on the Atchafalaya Basin, see the Corps New Orleans Digtrict Web
Ste at www.mvn.usace.army.mil and click on “brochures’.

Note: Fisca years end September 30.
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