Operations D vision
Regul at ory Branch

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARW CGENERAL PERM T
Aut horization No.: (Ceneral Permt)NOD 13
Oiginal Effective Date: March 22, 1981
Proposed Expiration Date: Decenber 31, 2007

Under authorization granted by applicable section of Parts 320 through 330
of Title 33, Code of Federal Regul ations, and del egated authority fromthe
Commander, U. S. Arny Corps of Engineers, District Engineer at New Ol eans has
determined that it is in the public interest to issue a general pernmit for
dredgi ng and deposits of dredged and/or fill material for construction of
oilfield roads, drilling locations, pits, |evees, and associated facilities in
wet | ands of the New Orleans D strict.

Specific legislation requiring Departnent of the Arny permts for work of
this nature are:

a. Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of March 3, 1899 (33 USC
403), and

b. Section 404 of the dean Water Act (33 USC 1344).

This general pernit does not authorize work within the follow ng areas:

a. Inor within one mle of the boundaries of any national park or
nmonurent, wildlife refuge, managenent area, state park, and established buffer
zone at a national park site without approval of the respective park, refuge,
nmanagenent area, or nonunent nanager.

b. Wthin one-half mle of a bald eagle nesting site.

c. Wthin one-half mle of a known rookery area.

d. Wthin any area where the activity is likely to adversely affect
federally listed threatened or endangered species, or a species
proposed for such designation, or that is likely to destroy or adversely
nodi fy the critical habitat of such species.
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e. Wthin one-quarter mle of a |levee constructed with or naintained with

federal funds without the approval of the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers,

Engi neeri ng and Qperations Divisions, and the respective | evee board.

f. Wthin one-quarter mle of a levee or other flood control facilities
owned or operated by agencies of state and | ocal governnent.



g. Inor within 500 feet of any designated scenic stream
h. On barrier islands.

i. At or in close proximty to any known historic or archeol ogical site
or within the boundaries of a historic district.

This general permt is subject to the applicable standard conditions of
our permt form ENG Form1721. a copy of the formis attached to this
general permt as enclosure 1. A copy of a typical board road and ring | evee
drawi ng i s attached as encl osure 2.

The followi ng special conditions are nmade a part of this permt:

a. Maxi mum |l ength, including roads, pits, and appurtenances, authorized by
this permt is 1,500 feet. Normally, the maximumtop w dth of roads woul d be
20 feet, maxi mumbermwi dth would be 15 feet, and the nmaxi mumtop w dth of
st aggered borrow areas woul d be 20 feet.

b. Wrk authorized by this permt nust follow the shortest, direct route
t hrough wetl ands unl ess acceptabl e reasons for deviations are provided.
Legitimate reasons for deviating include, but are not limted to, avoiding
cultural resources sites, ponds utilized by waterfow , shellfish or nollusk
produci ng ponds and property on which right-of-way cannot be obtai ned.

c. Authorized work nust follow existing pipelines, powerlines, and
simlar disturbed areas to the maxi num extent practicabl e.

d. Applications for work to be perforned under authority of this genera
permt nust include the foll ow ng:

(1) A conpleted application form (ENG Form 4345), and draw ngs
clearly showing the |ocation, character, and extent of the proposed work (see
encl osure 2).

(2) A detailed discussion of alternative drilling sites and alternate
routes consi dered and reasons why an apparently | ess environnmental |y danagi ng
alternative was not sel ected

(3) A conpensatory mtigation plan to offset
unavoi dabl e wetl and | osses. This plan will adhere as closely
as possible to the requirenments of the Menorandum of Agreenent
bet ween t he Departnent of the Army and the Environnental
Protection Agency (i.e., conpensatory mtigation wl
generally be in-kind, performed within the sanme geographi cal
area as the project site, etc.). The conpensatory mtigation
pl an nmust provide a mninumof 1 to 1 acreage replacenent,
wi th each plan evaluated on the basis of conditions existing
at the proposed project site. Conpensatory mtigation may
consi st of wetland creation, enhancenment, participation in an
approved mtigation bank, etc. The plan should be designed to



replace the functions of the affected project site. It nmay be
performed on federal wildlife refuges, state wildlife
managenent areas, and parish or private |ands. The plan nust
include a letter fromthe refuge or | and manager agreeing to

t he proposed plan. Conpensatory mtigation shall be comenced
within 90 days of abandonment or conpletion of the well and
shall be conpleted no later than 2 years fromthe date of
commencenent of work authorized under this general permt.

(4) Signed statenments fromthe affected | andowners establishing that they have no
objection to the required restoration and that they agree not to develop or disturb
restoration/mtigation areas without the prior approval of the District Engineer

e. Roads, ring | evees, and appurtenances authorized by this general permt may not
connect with other fill authorized by this general permt nor may they be w thin one-half
mle of an existing or restored road approved by this general permt, unless the use of
such existing facilities is determned to be the | east damagi ng practicable alternative by
the New Oleans District (i.e., a proposed drill site contiguous to an existing road or
ring levee nay, if appropriate be authorized by this general pernit).

f. Fills must utilize nonwetl and areas, existing roads, existing dredged nateri al
deposits, and simlar areas to the maxi mum extent practicable.

g. To insure conpliance with conditions b, ¢, d, e, and f, inmmedi ately above,
drawi ngs subnitted with applications for work under this general permt nust:

(1) Show all existing roads, waterways, well locations, pipelines, canals, etc.
within one mle of the proposed work site.

(2) Provide the authorization under which any existing privately-owed road which
connects with a proposed road was constructed. |f the authorization nunber is not known,
t he approxi mate date of construction and interest which constructed the road nust be
provi ded, if known.
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h. Additional conditions may be added to this general permt by the D strict Engineer
if it is found to be in the public interest to do so.

i. This general permt nmay be suspended, in whole or part, by the District Engi neer
if it is found to be in the public interest to do so.

j. If cultural resources are uncovered at a site of work authorized by this genera
permt, work must be suspended and witten notification provided to the State Hstoric
Preservation Oficer and to the Regulatory Functions Branch of this office.

k. Work authorized by this general permt may not be performed until the Regul atory
Functi ons Branch of this office has reviewed the nmaterial submtted by applicants and
notified applicants that the work may proceed.

I. Qulverts shall be installed through the road fills in accordance with the



fol | owi ng:
(1) Mninumdianeter shall be 24 inches.
(2) Maximum di stance between culvert installation shall be 500 feet.

(3) Qulverts shall be installed at all crossings of small streans, ditches, and
sl oughs. These cul verts shall be of sufficient size so as to convey normal flows and
shall be installed so as to
approxi mate pre-project flow conditions and not pronote drai nage of wetl ands.

m CQul vert openings nmust be maintained so as to allow for free flow of water
Locati ons, nunber, and sizes of culverts nust be shown on the draw ngs.

n. Bridges with clear openings at lest 6 feet wide may be used in lieu of culverts.

0. Borrow pits for road fills must be discontinuous. The pits should be staggered
with a maximumlength of 300 feet. |If pits are not staggered, gaps at |least 50 feet in
length shall be left between
the 300-foot |ong segnents of borrow pits. CQulverts or bridge openings may not be
installed through road fills to connect staggered segments of the borrow pit. Qulverts
and/or ditches may not be installed to connect sections of discontinuous borrow pit al ong
one side of aroad fill.

p. The maxi mum out si de di mensions of ring | evees shall not exceed 400 feet, or a
total area of 160,000 square feet. See special condition aa.

g. Material for construction of ring | evees must be excavated frominside the | eveed
areas. Al pits (e.g. production, sludge, or burn pits) nmust be located within the ring
| evee.

r. Material used for the construction of roads and ring | evees nust be free of
cont am nant s.

s. R ng levees shall be degraded by restoring the material with which they were built
into the areas fromwhich it was renoved, and disturbed areas | eveled and restored to as
near pre-project conditions as practicable within 30 days after pits have been cl eaned.

t. The discharge and/or disposal of drilling nmuds, cuttings associated with drilling
fluids, and produced waters fromdrilling or production operations nust be in conpliance
with federal and state regul ations.

u. Road fills and drilling pads in wetlands shall be degraded when the | ocations
which they were installed to serve are abandoned. The naterial shall be deposited to the
extent practicable into the
borrow areas fromwhich it was excavated and the area | evel ed and restored to as near pre-
project conditions as practicable. Restoration nust be acconplished w thin 90 days of
abandonment unless the District Engi neer has granted additional time in witing because of
weat her conditions or clearly unusual circunstances. Requests for additional tinme nust be
nmade by permttees or their agents in witing at |east 20 days prior to expiration of the
90 day period allowed for restorati on. Abandoned sites shall be replanted with
appropri ate speci es, dependi ng upon the ecotype, in the first planting season (Decenber 15



t hrough March 15) foll owi ng abandonnent.

v. Boards and other extraneous construction naterial shall be renoved fromthe site
prior to commencenent of degrading operations. Al plastic sheeting shall be renoved from

areas of the roadway and drill site fromwhich boards are renoved
w. In the event that the well is a producer, the well pad shall be reduced to the
m ni mum si ze necessary for production and that the remaining area of the drill site and

ring levee be restored to as near pre-project conditions as practicable within 90 days of
compl eti on of

the well. The restored area shall be planted with appropriate species as described in
condition t. above.

X. Interests performng work under authority of this general permt nust obtain water
quality certification fromthe Louisiana Departnent of Environnental Quality (DEQ before
any work may be acconplished. Requests for the certification nust advise the DEQ t hat
they propose to performtheir work under authority of this general permt.

y. Interests perfornm ng work under authority of this general pernit within
Loui si ana's Coastal Zone nust obtain a coastal use permt or waiver fromthe Louisiana
Department of Natural Resources, Coastal Mnagerment Division, prior to conmencenent of
wor K.

z. The District Engineer nust be notified of abandonnent of wells served by
facilities authorized by this general permt within 10 days of abandonnent. The
notification must be in witing and nust include the date of the abandonnent and the
estimated date the restoration work wll begin.

aa. Further witten notification nust be given to the District Engineer within 5 days
of conpletion of the restoration work, including required mtigation

bb. A geologic review neeting will be required for the following itenms of work applied
for under this general pernit:

(1) Al board roads, regardl ess of |ength.
(2) Rng levees larger than 300" X 300", or 90,000 square feet.

(3) R ng levees with nmaxi mum di nensi ons of 300" X 300" if an existing ring |evee
exists within the directional drilling radius. The directional drilling radius is the
maxi mum di stance froma proposed bottonhol e | ocation fromwhich a given well feasibly can
be directionally drilled. It is deternmned by the follow ng forml a:

[(proposed total well depth in feet - surface casing distance in feet - 1425) X .57735027]
+ 375. If at the conclusion of the meeting it is determined that it is technically and/or
economcally infeasible to reduce the dinmensions of the board road and/or ring |evee,

aut horization will be granted under this general permt provided the project neets al
other terns and conditions of this general pernit.



