DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P. 0. BOX 60267
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267

ATTENTION OF e JAH 3 m

Operations Division
Western Evaluation Section

SUBJECT: (General Permit)NOD-118
WN 20-000-4462-0

SPECIAL PUBLIC NOTICE

TIME EXTENSION AND MODIFICATIONS FOR THE GENERAL PERMIT FOR
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE & FISHERIES
ARTIFICIAL REEFS IN COASTAL AREAS

Interested parties are hereby notified that (General
Permit)NOD-118, originally issued by this office on January 1,
1991, covering deposition of clam or other mollusk shells, or
other clean non-peolluting material to construct artificial
fishing reefs in designated coastal areas, 1s being extended
through January 1, 2006.

The proposed time extension was advertised for public
comment on October 11, 2000. Several changes are being made to
the general permit, including the following:

Exclusion a. on page 1 has been modified, and exclusion h.
on page 2 has been added as recommended by the U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

Condition e. on page 2 has been modified to reflect
conditions required to meet water guality standards in the
certification by the Louisiana Department of Environmental

gualitcy.

Condition i. is now a standard condition for Section 10
permits and is thus included in this general permit.

Although the general permit is being extended, persons who
become aware of problems or adverse impacts are reguested to
notify the Regulatory Branch of this District at the above
address. The general permit will be suspended, revoked, or
modified it is shown to be in the public interest to do so.

ntola
Chief, Regulatory Branch



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P.O. BOX 60267
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

Operations Division
Regulatory Branch

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY GENERAL PERMIT
AUTHORIZATION NO.: {General Permit)NOD-118
ORIGINAL EFFECTIVE DATE: January 1, 1381

EXPIRATION DATE: January 1, 2006

Under authorization granted by applicable sections of Parts
320 through 330 of Title 33, Code of Federal Regulations, and
delegated authority from the Commander, U. 5. Army Corps of
Engineers, the District Engineer at New Orleans has determined
that it is in the public interest to issue a general permit to
the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) to
deposit clam or other mollusk shells, or other clean non-
polluting material to comnstruct artificial fishing reefs in
designated coastal areas. Approximately 3,500 cubic yards of
£ill will be jetted in rows not to exceed 2 feet above the bottom
elevation on l1.2-acre parcels of state-owned waterbottoms in the
areas shown on the attached map (enclosure 1).

Specific legislation reguiring Department of the Army
permits for work of this nature is:

a. Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 Usc
403) . and

b. Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1344).
The general permit will not authorize any activity:

a. Which is likely to adversely atffect federally listed
threatened or endangered species, a species proposed for such
designation, or which is likely to destroy or adversely modify
the critical habitat of such species. This includes activities
within 3,000 feet of a bald eagle nesting site unless written
concurrence is obtained from the U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service
that the specific individual activity proposed for authorization
will not adversely affect that species.

b. wWithin 1,500 feet of colonial bird nesting sites.

c. wWithin 1,000 feet of an established navigation channel
or fairway.



d. Within 1,000 feet of a levee or other flood control
facilities constructed or maintained with federal funds, or owned
and operated by agencies of state and local governments without
written consent of the appropriate agency or governing body.

e. At or in close proximity to any known historic or
archeological sites or within the boundaries of a histeric

district.
£. In close proximity to any pipeline.
g. In areas other than open water.

h. wWithin areas of known concentrations of Gulf sturgeon.
Specifically, within 1 mile of the northern shoreline of Lake
Pontchartrain, between Fontainebleau State Park and Louisiana

Highway 11.

Work authorized by the general permit will be subject to
applicable conditions on ENG Form 1721, Department of the Army
permit (enclosure 2}, and the following special conditions:

a. Work must be performed by or under the supervision of
the LDWF.

b. The work must not interfere with the public’s right to
free navigation on all navigable watrs of the United States.

c¢. Any safety lights and signals prescribed by the U. S.
Coast Guard, through regulations or otherwise, must be installed

and maintained at the applicant's expense.

d. No work may be performed under this general permit until
written approval is issued by the New Orleans District.

e. MNo work may be performed under this general permit
unless and until all required local, state, and other federal
permits, licenses, authorizations, and certifications are
obtained. This includes, but is not limited to, a coastal use
permit or waiver from the Louisiana Department of Natural
Resources. As required by the Louisiana Department of
Environmental Quality, the fill material must be free of
contaminants to meet state water guality standards.

f. Additional conditions may be added to this general
permit by the District Engineer if it is found to be in the
public interest to do so.

g. This general permit may be suspended, in whole or part,
by the District Engineer if it is found to be in the public
interest to do so.



h. The District Engineer may choose not to grant approval
under this general permit and require the applicant to go through
regular permit evaluation procedures when he finds that such
action is in the public interest.

i. The permittee understands and agrees that, if future
operations by the United States require the removal, relocation,
or other alteration, of the structure or work herein authorized,
or if, in the opinion of the Secretary of the Army or his
authorized representative, said structure or work shall cause
unreasonable obstruction to the free navigation of the navigable
waters, the permittee will be reguired, upon due notice from the
Corps of Engineers, to remove, relocate, or alter the structural
work or obstructions caused thereby, without expense to the
tinited States. No claim shall be made against the United States
on account of any such removal or alteration.

Applications for work to be performed under authority of
this general permit must include the following: application form
(ENG Form 4345), confirmation that there are no pipelines within
the project area, a location map, and sraled plan view and cross
sections showing the proposed work (sample drawings attached as

enclosure 3).

BY AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

A

monald J. Ventola

chief, Regulatory Branch
for

Thomas F. Julich

Colonel, U. 5. Army

District Engineer

Enclosures
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Fig. 3--Equipment to be used fo spray shell.



