
 

 

 

 

 

 
United States Army 
Corps of Engineers 
New Orleans District 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
May 31, 2020 

Attn: Regulatory Branch, ODR-E 
7400 Leake Ave. 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70118-3651 

 
Project Manager: 
James W. Little, Jr. 
(504) 862-1879 
James.little@usace.army.mil 
Application #: MVN-2020-01262-WII 

 
Interested parties are hereby notified that a permit application has been received by the 

New Orleans District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers pursuant to: [ X ] Section 10 of the 
Rivers and Harbors Act of March 3, 1899 (30 Stat. 1151; 33 USC 403); and/or [ X ] Section 404 
of the Clean Water Act (86 Stat. 816; 33 USC 1344). 

 

CONSTRUCT THE EAST LATERAL XPRESS PIPELINE IN PLAQUEMINES, JEFFERSON, 
LAFOURCHE & ST. MARY PARISHES 

 

NAME OF APPLICANT: Columbia Gulf Transmission, LLC, c/o Perennial Environmental 
Services, LLC, Attn: Ms. Virginia Steen, 13100 Northwest Freeway, Suite 150, Houston, Texas 
77040. 

 

LOCATION OF WORK: Approximately 8 miles of new 30-inch natural gas pipeline lateral (POB 
Lat. 29.32059, Long. -89.92623 and POE Lat. 29.43759, Long. -89.92514) in Barataria Bay, 
compressor station near Centerville, Louisiana (Lat. 29.73739, Long. -91.44385 and near 
Golden Meadow, Louisiana (Lat. 29.32717, Long. -90.24247), as shown within the attached 
drawings. 

 

CHARACTER OF WORK: Clear, grade, excavate and deposit fill to construct two new 
compressor stations, one near Centerville, LA and one near Golden Meadow, LA. Construct 
and install approximately 8 miles of new 30-inch natural gas pipeline, to include a new meter 
station, new mainline valve, tie-in facility, launcher and receiver facilities and other auxiliary 
appurtenant facilities, The purpose of the proposed development is to supply firm transportation 
capacity in the Columbia Gulf Transmission LLC’s interstate natural gas system for delivery to 
Venture Global Gator Express Pipeline. Project implementation would temporarily impact 
approximately 719.66 acres of jurisdictional wetlands and permanently impact approximately 
3.10 acres. Fill operations will include the temporary excavation and side-casting of 
approximately 656,631 cubic yards of earthen fill, and backfill of approximately 669,852 cubic 
yards earthen fill for pipeline installation, approximately 13,691 cubic yards of crushed stone, 
approximately 21 cubic yards of concrete pilings, and approximately 3.31 cubic yards of steel 
piping, as foundation for roadways, compressor stations, meter platforms, and associated 
facilities. If a Department of the Army permit is warranted, the applicant has proposed to 
mitigate unavoidable wetlands impacts at an approved and acceptable mitigation bank within 
the N.O. District. 

mailto:James.little@usace.army.mil


The comment period on the requested Department of the Army Permit will close 20 days 
from the date of this public notice. Written comments, including suggestions for modifications or 
objections to the proposed work, stating reasons thereof, are being solicited from anyone having 
interest in this permit request, and must be submitted so as to be received before or by the last 
day of the comment period. Letters and/or comments concerning the subject permit application 
must reference the Applicant's Name and the Permit Application Number, and can be emailed to 
the Corps of Engineers project manager listed above, or forwarded to the Corps of Engineers at 
the address above, ATTENTION: REGULATORY BRANCH, ODR-E, James W. Little, Jr. 
Individuals or parties may also request an extension of time in which to comment on the 
proposed work by mail or by emailing the specified project manager listed above. Any request 
for an extension of time to comment must be specific and substantively supportive of the 
requested extension and received by this office prior to the end of the initial comment period. 
The Section Chief will review the request and the requestor will be promptly notified of the 
decision to grant or deny the request. If granted, the time extension will be continuous and 
inclusive of the initial comment period and will not exceed a total of 30 calendar days. 

 
Corps of Engineers Permit Criteria 

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable 
impacts, including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest. That 
decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important 
resources. The benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be 
balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to 
the proposal will be considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are 
conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic 
properties, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, 
shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, 
energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property 
ownership and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people. 

 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public, federal, state, 
and local agencies and officials, Indian Tribes, and other interested parties in order to consider 
and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to determine whether to make, modify, condition, or deny 
a permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on 
endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and other 
public interest factors listed above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental 
Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental 
Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to 
determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity. 

 
The New Orleans District is unaware of properties listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places near the proposed work. The possibility exists that the proposed work may  
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damage or destroy presently unknown archeological, scientific, prehistorical, historical sites, or 
data. As necessary, copies of this public notice will be sent to the State Archeologist, State 
Historic Preservation Officer and federally listed tribes regarding potential impacts to cultural 
resources. 

Our initial finding is that the proposed work would neither affect any species listed as 
endangered by the U.S. Departments of Interior or Commerce, nor affect any habitat designated 
as critical to the survival and recovery of any endangered species. Based on the Information 
Planning and Consultation (IPaC) tool for Endangered Species in Louisiana, as signed on 
January 27, 2020, between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, it has been determined that the project would have no effect to the Gulf 
Sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus desotoi) and would not likely to adversely affect the West 
Indian Manatee (Trichechus manatus). The USFWS concurred with this determination in two 
letters date May 8, 2020. 

 

According to NMFS, the Blue Whale (Balaenoptera musculus), Fin Whale (Balaenoptera 
physalus), Sei Whale (Balaenoptera borealis), and Sperm Whale (Physter macrocephalus) have 
the potential to occur in the project vicinity. However, the project area does not contain suitable 
habitat for any of the whale species; therefore, the project will have no effect on any listed whale 
species. NMFS also identified the Green Sea Turtle (Chelonia mydas), Hawksbill Sea Turtle 
(Eretmochelys imbricate), Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle (Lepidochelys kempii), Leatherback Sea 
Turtle (Dermochelys coriacea), and the Loggerhead Sea Turtle (Caretta caretta)as potentially 
occurring in the project area. It was determined that the project is not likely to adversely affect 
all listed sea turtle species. The NMFS concurred with this determination in a letter dated 
February 12, 2021. 

 
This notice initiates the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) consultation requirements of the 

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act. The applicant's proposal may 
result in the destruction, alteration, and/or disturbance of 720 acres of EFH utilized by various 
life stages of red drum and penaeid shrimp. Our initial determination is that the proposed action 
would not have a substantial adverse impact on EFH or federally managed fisheries in the Gulf 
of Mexico. Our final determination relative to project impacts and the need for mitigation 
measures is subject to review by and coordination with the National Marine Fisheries Service. 

 

If the proposed work involves deposits of dredged or fill material into navigable waters, 
the evaluation of the probable impacts will include the application of guidelines established by 
the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency. Also, a certification that the 
proposed activity will not violate applicable water quality standards will be required from the LA 
Department of Environmental Quality before a Department of the Army permit is issued. 

 

Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, 
that a public hearing be held to consider this application. Requests for public hearings shall 
state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing. 

 
The applicant has certified that the proposed activity described in the application 

complies with and will be conducted in a manner that is consistent with the Louisiana Coastal 
Resources Program. The Department of the Army permit will not be issued unless the applicant 
receives approval or a waiver of the Coastal Use Permit by the Department of Natural 
Resources. 
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You are invited to communicate the information contained in this notice to any other 
parties whom you deem likely to have interest in the matter. 

 
 
 
 

Michael V. Farabee 
Chief, Eastern Evaluation Section 
Regulatory Branch 

 

Enclosures 
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Vicinity Map
East Lateral XPress Project

Columbia Gulf Transmission, LLC
Jefferson, Lafourche, Plaquemines, & 

St. Mary Parishes, Louisiana

Scale: 1:1,000,000
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ENVIRONMENTAL SURVEY AREA

PROPOSED
30" PIPELINE

PROPOSED 3000' x 300'
PIPELINE TWS

PROPOSED TEMPORARY WORKSPACE

PROPOSED

ACCESS
ROUTE



P.O.E. 424+89

PROPOSED 30" PIPELINE

Venture Global Platform

MHW = +1.3'

* MLW = +0.3'

P.O.B. 00+00

PROPOSED 30" PIPELINE

Proposed 80' x 180' Platform

TOTAL LENGTH = 42,489'

PROPOSED 30" PIPELINE

TOP OF WATER

±6'

EXIST. MUDLINE

3' MIN. 3' MIN. 3' MIN.

±8'

EXISTING PIPELINES

EXISTING

PIPELINE

2.0' MIN.

EXISTING

PIPELINE

EXISTING

PIPELINE

EXISTING PIPELINES

TYPICAL PIPELINE PLAN & PROFILE

EXIST. MUDLINE

MHW = +1.3'

MLW = +0.3'

WATER LINE=0.0'

EXISTING PIPELINE

±6'

PROPOSED

TEMP. SPOIL

27'

PROPOSED 30" PIPELINE

20'

TYPICAL PIPELINE TRENCHING OR JETTING

SECTION VIEW

6'

20'

NOTE:

PROPOSED 30" PIPELINE TO BE TRENCHED OR JETTING 3' BELOW EXISTING MUDLINE.

APPROX. 650,558 CU. YDS. (403.24 ACRE FOOT) OF MATERIAL TO BE DISPLACED.

APPROX. 31.6 ACRES TO BE IMPACTED BY TEMP. WORKSPACE.

APPROX. 292.6 ACRES TO BE IMPACTED BY TEMP. WORK RIGHT OF WAY.

APPROX. 97.6 ACRES TO BE IMPACTED BY PERMANENT RIGHT-OF-WAY.

±3'

±6-8'

EXIST. MUDLINE

PROPOSED 30" PIPELINE

TYPICAL PIPELINE CROSSING

NOT TO SCALE

2.0' MIN.

EXISTING PIPELINE

±5.0'

2.0' MIN.

PROPOSED 30" PIPELINE

TYPICAL PIPELINE CROSSING

NOT TO SCALE

2 CU. YDS. OF SANDBAG MATERIAL

REQUIRED PER CROSSING.

APPROX. 36 CU. YDS. OF SANDBAG MATERIAL

REQUIRED FOR SANDBAG BRACES.

* Data is feet on local relative to MLLW taken from Grand Isle, LA. (Sta. 8761724)

Permittee shall contact the Louisiana One Call at 1-800-272-3020 forty-eight hours prior to excavation or demolition.

PORT SULPHUR, LOUISIANA AREA

BARATARIA BAY

JEFFERSON & PLAQUEMINES PARISH, LOUISIANA

FUGRO USA LAND, INC.

226 DULLES DR. SUITE 110 LAFAYETTE, LA 70506 (337) 237-1300
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PROPOSED

TEMP. SPOIL

EXIST. MUDLINE

TYPICAL PIPELINE TRENCHING OR JETTING

PLAN VIEW

NOT TO SCALE

NOT TO SCALE

±
5
0
0
.
0
'

NOTE: Strategy Engineering & Consulting, LLC. drawing revision this page only dated 7/27/20.

Added Typical Pipeline Trenching or Jetting Plan View Detail.

PROPOSED 30" PIPELINE

EXCAVATED

AREA

EXCAVATED

AREA



FUGRO USA LAND, INC.
226 DULLES DR. SUITE 110   LAFAYETTE, LA 70506  (337) 237-1300

PORT SULPHUR, LOUISIANA AREA
BARATARIA BAY

JEFFERSON & PLAQUEMINES PARISH, LOUISIANA

6.
0'

-
8.

0'
V

A
R

IE
S

MUD LINE

NOT TO SCALE

TYPICAL SPUD BARGE

MHW = +1.3'
MLW = +0.3'*

MHW = +1.3'
MLW = +0.3'WATER LINE=0.0'

* Data is feet on local relative to MLLW taken from Grand Isle, LA. (Sta. 8761724)
Permittee shall contact the Louisiana One Call at 1-800-272-3020 forty-eight hours prior to excavation or demolition.

MAXIMUM DRAFT 
OF VESSELS = 6.0' 



FUGRO USA LAND, INC.
226 DULLES DR. SUITE 110   LAFAYETTE, LA 70506  (337) 237-1300

PORT SULPHUR, LOUISIANA AREA
BARATARIA BAY

JEFFERSON & PLAQUEMINES PARISH, LOUISIANA

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) Fur and Refuge Division
STANDARD CONDITIONS FOR OYSTER LEASING AREAS

Revised February 28, 2007

The following standard conditions are for activities in oyster leasing areas.

1. Applicant shall not discharge any drilling and/or workover effluent except for
flocculated filtered water.

2. Applicant shall not discharge any human waste which does not meet or exceed the
requirements of the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals.

3. Applicant shall not discharge any produced waters.

4. Applicant is subject to all applicable state laws related to damages which are
demonstrated to have been caused by this proposed action.

5. Applicant shall use any dredged material beneficially to create/restore emergent
wetlands or place the material in open water in such a manner not to decrease the
water depth greater than six inches.

6. Applicant will provide to LDWF a water bottom assessment (unless waived by
LDWF) that meets LDWF protocol prior to commencement of the activity.
Applicant may be required, at the request of LDWF, to modify the project if the
proposed location unnecessarily impacts an oyster reef.
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PROJ. #:
2FA-GC31-1500 05

EAST LATERAL XPRESS PROJECT
GOLDEN MEADOW COMPRESSOR STATION

PROPOSED AREA OF DISTURBANCE
LAFOURCHE PARISH, LA

DGAAV07/27/20GIEISSUED FOR USE2

NOTES:

1. COORDINATE SYSTEM IS BASED ON NAD83,
    UTM ZONE 15N, US FEET.
2. G.I.E. CANNOT GUARANTEE THE ACCURACY
    OF THE G.I.S. DATA OBTAINED FROM THIRD
    PARTIES.

Site Location: 29° 19' 35"N, 90° 14' 30"W
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Permanent Fill Area-
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Excavated Trench/ Backfill
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Trench Excavation/Spoil Placement Summary
Table

Trench A 0.21 2012 NA

Trench B 0.04 383 NA

Trench C 0.19 1821 NA

Trench D 0.17 1533 NA

Spoil A 0.34 1962 2317

Spoil B 0.08 383 454

Spoil C 0.16 1821 2191

Spoil D 0.03 50 108

Spoil E 0.17 1533 1835

Type Area (Acres) Volume Total
(Cu Yds)

Max
Decompacted
(Loose) Vol
(CU Yds)
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NOTES:
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TRENCH A
PROPOSED AREA
OF EXCAVATION/ BACKFILL
2012 YDS3 / 0.21ACRES

¼

SPOIL  D
PROPOSED TEMPORARY
SPOIL PLACEMENT
108 YDS3 / 0.03 ACRES
66FT X 23FT
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SPOIL  A
PROPOSED TEMPORARY
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TYPICAL CROSS-SECTION OF PROPOSED TRENCH 'A'
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NOTES:
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    PARTIES.
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2191 YDS3 / 0.16 ACRES
100FT X 71FT
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SPOIL  B
PROPOSED TEMPORARY

SPOIL PLACEMENT
454 YDS3 / 0.08 ACRES
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EAST LATERAL XPRESS PROJECT
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EXCAVATION DETAILS "TRENCH B & C"

LAFOURCHE PARISH, LA
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OF REGULATORY PERMITS

NOTES:
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OF EXCAVATION/ BACKFILL
1821 YDS3 / 0.19 ACRES

¼

NATURAL GROUND

¼ PROPOSED 24" PIPE
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APROX. 12 - 16"X80' SQUARE PRECAST
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APROX. 16 - 16"X100' SQUARE PRECAST
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TYPICAL SILT FENCE BARRIER
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SEDIMENT FILTER DEVICE

SUPER  SILT  FENCE
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FUGRO USA LAND, INC.
226 DULLES DR. SUITE 110   LAFAYETTE, LA 70506  (337) 237-1300

PORT SULPHUR, LOUISIANA AREA
BARATARIA BAY

JEFFERSON & PLAQUEMINES PARISH, LOUISIANA

MHW = +1.3'
MLW = +0.3'*

All structures, facilities, well and pipelines/flowlines shall be removed
within 120 days of abandonment of the facilities for the herein
permitted use.  This condition does not preclude the necessity for
revising the current permit or obtaining a separate Coastal Use
Permit, should one be required, for such removal activities. All
structures will be marked in accordance with U.S. Coast Guard
regulations.
As-built drawings shall be submitted within 30 days of completion of
this project to the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources,
Coastal Management Division, P. O. Box 44487, Baton Rouge, LA.
70804-4487.

* Data is feet on local relative to MLLW taken from Grand Isle, LA. (Sta. 8761724)
Permittee shall contact the Louisiana One Call at 1-800-272-3020 forty-eight hours prior to excavation or demolition.
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