
JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE 
October 11, 2016 

United States Army  State of Louisiana  
Corps of Engineers Department of Environmental Quality 
New Orleans District      Post Office Box 4313 
Regulatory Branch-OD-S    Baton Rouge, La. 70821-4313 
7400 Leake Avenue          Attn: Water Quality Certifications 
New Orleans, La. 70118  

(225) 219-3225 FAX (225) 325-8250 
  Elizabeth.Hill@la.gov 
Project Manager 
Elizabeth Hill       
WQC Application Number 

(504) 862-2548/ FAX (504) 862-2574 
Jacqueline.R.Farabee@usace.army.mil 
Project Manager       
Jacqueline Farabee       
Permit Application Number       
MVN-2015-00461-MR        WQC # 160623-02 

 Interested parties are hereby notified that a permit application has been received by the New 
Orleans District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers pursuant to: [   ] Section 10 of the Rivers 
and Harbors Act of March 3, 1899 (30 Stat. 1151; 33 USC 403); and/or [ X ] Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act (86 Stat. 816; 33 USC 1344). 

 Application has also been made to the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, for a 
Water Quality Certification (WQC) in accordance with statutory authority contained in Louisiana 
Revised Statutes of 1950, Title 30, Chapter 11, Part IV, Section 2074 A(3) and provisions of 
Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (P.L.95-17). 

CINCLARE MITIGATION BANK IN WEST BATON ROUGE PARISH 

NAME OF APPLICANT:  Harry L. Laws & Co., Inc. c/o Coastal Environments, Inc.; Attn: Ed 
Fike; 1260 Main ST., Baton Rouge, LA 70802. 

LOCATION OF WORK:  The composite tracts totaling 218.52 acres are located on the west 
side of LA Hwy 1, approximately 3.75 miles south-southwest of Exit 153 on Interstate 10 in West 
Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana, as shown on enclosed drawings (Latitude: 30.411790° N, 
Longitude:–91.262529° W).  The Project is located within the Terrebonne Basin, Hydrologic Unit 
08070300. 

CHARACTER OF WORK:   Removal of existing culverts, plugging/backfilling and leveling 
interior ditches and rows, and distributing material on-site to restore the surface topography to 
the site for the construction of a mitigation bank. 

 The comment period for the Department of the Army Permit and the Louisiana Department of 
Environmental Quality WQC will close 30 days from the date of this joint public notice.  Written 
comments, including suggestions for modifications or objections to the proposed work, stating  
reasons thereof, are being solicited from anyone having interest in this permit and/or this WQC 
request and must be mailed so as to be received before or by the last day of the comment  
period.  Letters concerning the Corps of Engineers permit application must reference the 
applicant's name and the Permit Application Number, and be mailed to the Corps of Engineers  
at the address above, ATTENTION: REGULATORY BRANCH.  Similar letters concerning the  
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Water Quality Certification must reference the applicant's name and the WQC Application  
number and be mailed to the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality at the address 
above. 

 
 The application for this proposed project is on file with the Louisiana Department of 
Environmental Quality and may be examined during weekdays between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.  
Copies may be obtained upon payment of costs of reproduction. 

 
Corps of Engineers Permit Criteria 

 
 The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable 
impacts, including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That 
decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important 
resources.  The benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be 
balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the 
proposal will be considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are 
conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic 
properties, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, 
shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy 
needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership 
and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people. 
 
 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public, federal, state, and 
local agencies and officials, Indian Tribes, and other interested parties in order to consider and 
evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to determine whether to make, modify, condition, or deny a permit 
for this proposal.  To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered 
species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and other public 
interest factors listed above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental 
Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental 
Policy Act.  Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to 
determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity. 
 
 The New Orleans District is unaware of properties listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places near the proposed work.  The possibility exists that the proposed work may damage or 
destroy presently unknown archeological, scientific, prehistorical, historical sites, or data.  
Issuance of this public notice solicits input from the State Archeologist and State Historic 
Preservation Officer regarding potential impacts to cultural resources.  After receipt of comments 
from this public notice the Corps will evaluate potential impacts and consult with the State 
Historic Preservation Officer and Native American Tribes in accordance with Section 106 of the 
national Historic Preservation Act, as appropriate.  
 
 Our initial finding is that the proposed work would neither affect any species listed as 
endangered, nor affect any habitat designated as critical to the survival and recovery of any 
endangered species listed by the U.S. Department of Commerce,  
 
 Utilizing Standard Local Operating Procedure for Endangered Species in Louisiana 
(SLOPES), dated October 22, 2014, between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans 
and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Ecological Services Office, the Corps has determined that 
the proposed activity would have no effect on any species listed as endangered by the U.S. 
Department of the Interior.  
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 This notice initiates the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) consultation requirements of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.  The applicant's proposal would  
result in the destruction or alteration of N/A acre(s) of EFH utilized by various life stages of red  
drum and penaeid shrimp.  Our initial determination is that the proposed action would not have a 
substantial adverse impact on EFH or federally managed fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico.  Our 
final determination relative to project impacts and the need for mitigation measures is subject to  
review by and coordination with the National Marine Fisheries Service. 
 
 If the proposed work involves deposits of dredged or fill material into navigable waters, the 
evaluation of the probable impacts will include the application of guidelines established by the  
Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency.  Also, a certification that the proposed  
activity will not violate applicable water quality standards will be required from the Department of 
Environmental Quality, before a permit is issued. 
 
Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that a 
public hearing be held to consider this application.  Requests for public hearings shall state, with 
particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing. 
 
 You are requested to communicate the information contained in this notice to any other 
parties whom you deem likely to have interest in the matter. 
  
 You are requested to communicate the information contained in this notice to any other 
parties whom you deem likely to have interested in the matter.  
 
 
 
 
                                                                                 for 
         Martin S. Mayer                  
                                             Chief, Regulatory Branch  
 
Enclosure  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
Harry L. Laws & Company, Inc. (HLL) proposes to re-establish six tracts, totaling 
approximately 238.7 acres of agricultural land into bottomland hardwood forest. The 
proposed Cinclare Mitigation Bank property is located in the Lower Mississippi River 
Alluvial Plain, upper Terrebonne Basin, West Baton Rouge Parish, LA.  It is not located in 
Louisiana's Coastal Zone nor wi thin  the  boundar ies  of  the Coastal Wetlands 
Conservation Plan.  The purpose of the afforestation project is to create a mitigation bank 
that will provide available compensatory wetland mitigation credits for projects which 
impact wetlands. 
 
1.1 Site Location 
 
HLL’s proposed mitigation bank, consisting of six tracts, is located on the west side of LA 
HWY 1, approximately 3.75 miles south-southwest of Exit 153 on Interstate 10 in West 
Baton Rouge Parish, LA (Figure 1).  Tracts 1A, 1B and 1C, collectively contain +/- 218.5 ac 
or 91.5 percent of the land within the proposed bank, are located on the west side of LA HWY 
1 across from Terrill Drive and the Cinclare Sugar Mill which is closed.  These three tracts 
are currently designated as a single agricultural unit (Farm No. 392) by the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) and farmed as such. A large drainage ditch separates 
Tracts 1A and 1B and an aggregate private road separates Tracts 1B and 1C. As the 
mitigation plan is currently proposed, the ditch and road a n d  adjacent perimeter farming 
roads are to remain.   
 
Tract 1A is located in Sec. 109, T-7-S, R-12-E and Sec. 51, T-8-S, R-12-E.  The 
approximate center of Tract 1A, consisting of +/- 22.7 ac, is located at latitude 30.411790 
and longitude -91.262529 Decimal Degrees.  Surrounding land use of Tract 1A includes 
agricultural land currently in sugarcane, forested wetlands and a narrow strip of forested land 
flanked by a linear, one-street residential subdivision. 
 
Tract 1B is located in Sec. 109, T-7-S, R-12-E and Sec. 51, T-8-S, R-12-E.  The 
approximate centroid of Tract 1B, consisting of +/- 40.3 ac, is located at latitude 30.410854 
and longitude -91.266897 Decimal Degrees.  The northernmost boundary of Tract 1B 
abuts a pipeline ROW. Surrounding land use also includes agricultural land currently in 
sugarcane and forested wetlands. 
 
Located in Sees. 52, 53 and 54, T-8-S, R-12-E, the approx ima te  center of Tract 1C, 
comprised of +/- 155.5 ac, is located at latitude 30.407805 and longitude -91.266897 
Decimal Degrees. Surrounding land uses include cultivated sugarcane; a forested strip of 
land that separates the tract from a parallel road and residential subdivision; forested/shrub 
wetlands and crawfish ponds. 
 
The remaining portion of the proposed bank, initially referred to as Tract 2 and located in Sec. 
78, T-8-S, R-12-E, is currently designated by the USDA as Farm No. 718.  This land is being 
proposed for use as a mitigation bank because it has been difficult to farm through the years due 
to its relatively low elevation.  Because of the existence of two pipeline ROW that traverse Tract 
2, it has been divided into three units – Tracts 2A, 2B and 2C - which contain a total of 20.2 ac 
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and represent 8.5 percent of the proposed bank’s project area.   Acreage and approximate 
centroid locations of the three tracts are as follows:  Tract 2A - 1.9 ac, latitude 30.402536 and 
longitude -91.279943 Decimal Degrees; Tract 2B – 16.7 ac, latitude 30.399407 and 
longitude -91.279961 Decimal Degrees and Tract 2C – 1.6 ac, latitude 30.399031 and 
longitude -91.278869 Decimal Degrees.  The three tracts are accessible by a dirt road, located 
at the end of West St. Francis Street that intersects with LA HWY 1.  Adjacent land use 
includes agricultural land currently in sugarcane, wetland and possibly non-wetland forests.  
The southern portion of Tract 2B abuts an aerial electrical transmission line ROW.  
 
Tracts 2A, 2B and 2C are on relatively low agricultural land that, if leveled and afforested, 
would add 20.2 ac of bottomland hardwood habitat to the adjacent forested wetland base.   The 
tract would provide habitat for local species of flora and fauna.  A wide array of animals 
including, but not limited to herpetofauna, avian species, deer, rabbits, raccoons, opossums, 
bobcats, foxes and squirrels and other rodents would utilize the site.  While the two cleared 
pipeline right of ways are not enhancement features, they certainly would not bar access for most 
species of animals that would utilize the forested areas.  Harry L. Laws & Co., Inc. owns the land 
that is traversed by the two pipelines as well as the easternmost portion of the larger forested 
tract, located west of Tracts 2A, 2B and 2C.  It is reasonable to assume that sometime in the 
future, the two pipeline corridors would be eventually decommissioned/abandoned by the 
pipeline companies’ with their servitude rights reverting back to the landowner.  At this time, the 
relatively small tracts could be reforested to create a larger net acreage of bottomland hardwood 
forest. 
 
While the three tracts may be disjunct to Tracts 1A, 1B and 1C, none of the tracts are disjunct to 
the easternmost expanse of adjacent wetland forest which is owned by Harry L. Laws & Co., Inc.  
The 20.2 ac of bottomland woody plants would produce detritus and humus to the natural 
system, contributing nutrients to the soil and organisms with their associated food webs.  The 
tracts also would provide increased storm (wind and flood surge) buffer, helping to attenuate 
storm strength, act as catchment areas to increase capacity for flood waters.  In addition these 
areas would improve water quality by filtering out particulates and converting nutrients from 
agricultural runoff into more biologically-available forms while serving as a buffer between an 
existing wetland forest and agricultural fields.   
 
2.0 PROJECT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 
The goals of the proposed mitigation bank are to re-establish and provide long-term 
protection for approximately 238.7 ac of bottomland hardwood habitat in the upper 
Terrebonne Basin of the Lower Mississippi Alluvial Plain.  Land that is currently in sugarcane 
production will be restored into functioning forested wetlands by slight topographic and 
hydrologic modifications and the planting of species of tree seedlings that are commonly 
associated with this habitat type and the adjacent wetlands.   The afforestation of these six 
tracts will enhance the wetland value of the re-established and adjacent bottomland hardwood 
communities by increasing the contiguous acreage. The potential for an increase of 
biodiversity is also an objective with the additional wildlife habitat that will be re-
established. Hard mast plants will produce food for small and large mammals as well as a 
wide variety of avian species including Neotropical migrating birds. 
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Currently, the proposed mitigation areas drain through a series of ditches and culverts that 
were installed for the purpose of facilitating drainage to enhance agricultural productivity.  
These drainage improvements collect and direct water into a larger canal that leads 
through the adjacent forested area into the Intracoastal Waterway (IWW).   By filling 
ditches, removing culverts and restoring natural topography within the proposed mitigation 
area, natural hydrology will largely be restored.  The proposed action will essentially convert 
an efficient drainage regime into an ineffective one.  With the planting of desirable 
bottomland hardwood tree seedlings, it is anticipated that functioning wetlands will be 
created in a relatively short period of time. 
 
3.0 ECOLOGICAL SUITABILITY OF THE SITE 
 
3.1 Historical Ecological Characteristics of the Site 
 
Historically, the location of the proposed mitigation bank was an overflow area o r  
f l o o d p l a i n  of the Mississippi River prior to the creation of guide levees that were 
constructed after the flood of 1927. The flood waters of the Mississippi River would have 
deposited sediment in these areas during high water events.   The project area has been in 
agricultural usage (e.g., row crops, cattle or hay production) for at least the past 75 years 
(Maciasz per. comm. 2015).  Prior to being converted to agricultural land, the project area 
was likely comprised of tree species similar to the surrounding area which remained 
forested and was likely used for market and recreational hunting and the harvest of forest 
products. 
 
3.2  Current Ecological Characteristics of the Site 
 
The proposed mitigation bank is adjacent to, and east of, 35,000+ ac of a bottomland hardwood 
forest that is somewhat remote and is comprised of jurisdictional wetlands that are regulated by 
the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District.  While some energy related activities 
may be permitted, the tract is located in the floodplain, outside of the accepted development 
corridor, and would be considered mostly undevelopable for residential, commercial and most 
industrial purposes. It is likely that the forested tract is used recreationally for hunting and 
fishing and the extraction of forest products and minerals. 
 
The existing bottomland hardwood acreage has very similar soil types to the proposed 
mitigation bank.  With the elevational and hydrological modifications to the existing 
agricultural land put into effect, the proposed mitigation bank should exhibit the same 
wetland characteristics of the surrounding bottomland hardwood forest after a short period of 
time. 
 
Sugarcane has been the predominant crop and vegetative cover on the six tracts, but soybeans 
have also been produced as well as hay and cattle (Maciasz per. comm.  2015).   Current 
hydrology consists of a series of drainage ditches and culverts that direct drainage into a larger 
canal leading off of the property.   The soils within the six tracts consist of Sharkey clay and 
Sharkey silty clay loam which are both listed as hydric soils in West Baton Rouge Parish 
(USDA, NRCS 2014).  The Wetland Conservation Documentation, obtained from the USDA 
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Natural Resources Conservation Service, depicts all of the lands in Tracts1A, 1B and 1C as Prior 
Converted Wetlands (Appendix B).  
 
Surface water quickly flows off the agricultural property in a northwest direction into drainage 
ditches and canals that empty into the IWW.   Backwater flooding of the IWW and the same 
connecting drainage canals and low areas accommodate rising water levels during extreme 
high water events. The average annual precipitation for the area is 60.6 inches. The 
Mississippi River Alluvial Aquifer, a source of groundwater for West Baton Rouge Parish, 
underlies the proposed mitigation bank. 
 
According to the landowner, the soils in the adjacent forested area are generally saturated 
with periodic episodes of surface inundation between the middle of November to April 
(Maciasz per. comm. 2015).   Ground conditions in the adjacent woods are generally dry 
between May to the end of October or mid- November (Maciasz per. comm. 2015).  In 
support of the landowner's observations, the two soils (Sharkey silty clay loam and Sharkey 
clay) that comprise the agricultural land in this proposal are saturated from the surface to 2 ft 
from December to April.  The Sharkey silty clay loam's water table lowers to greater than 6 
ft in depth the remainder of the year and the Sharkey clay's lower limits are 0 to 2 ft in 
depth during the same time of the year (USDA, NRCS 2015). 
 
The U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District issued a Jurisdictional Determination 
(JD) on February 16, 2016, on a larger land holding, owned by HLL, but it contains all of Tracts 
1A through 2C.  While the drainage ditch that bifurcates Tracts 1A and 1B has been designated 
as other waters, all of Tracts 1A through 2C have been designated as non-wetlands (Appendix 
A).  
 
3.3  General Need for the Project in this Area 
 
The greatest systematic loss of bottomland hardwood habitat in the entire United States 
has occurred in the Lower Mississippi Alluvial Plain (MacDonald et al. 1979, Stanturf et 
al. 2000).  The leveeing of the Mississippi River separated it from its natural tributaries 
and associated floodplains brought about drastic changes in regional and local 
hydrological cycles which resulted in reductions in floodwater retention, significant land 
use change from forests to agriculture and significant loss of critical wildlife and fish 
habitat (Stanturf and Gardiner 2000).  The importance of restoring these Lower 
Mississippi Alluvial Plain bottomland hardwood forests cannot be overstated.  Bottomland 
hardwood forests are also recognized as providing: (1) highly productive habitat resulting 
from aquatic deposition of particulates,  nutrients and dissolved  organic material; (2) habitat 
and forage for a wide range of wildlife and fisheries  species and (3) maintenance of water 
quality, reduced flooding  and stream recharge  (LDWF 2005).  Afforestation objectives 
that translate into benefits also include, but are not limited to, increasing: (1) biological 
diversity, (2) habitat for game and non-game mammals and birds, (3) protection of aquatic 
resources and water quality, (4) carbon sequestration and (5) aesthetics (Stanturf and 
Gardiner 2000).   In summary, the conversion of agricultural land to bottomland hardwood 
forests produces positive environmental, financial and recreational results (Stanturf and 
Gardiner 2000).   



 6 CEI No. 215091 

Local benefits derived from the bank establishment include the aesthetic backdrop for adjacent 
landowners in the residential neighborhoods. (To some degree at this location), the "existence" 
of wetlands would be valued by people who may not have knowledge of specific wetland 
values and/or functions (Industrial Economics, Inc.  1996). Along with the visual benefits, the 
proposed mitigation bank would act as a buffer for noise and would ensure a certain degree of 
privacy.  The bank would also prevent a future undesirable adjacent land use that could cause 
reason for emotional distress/distraught and depreciate residential home values.  With the 
establishment of the bank, HLL will increase the wetland acreage, enhance the wetland value 
and potential for biological diversity of the adjacent 35,000-plus acres of bottomland 
hardwood forest by increasing its contiguous acreage. 
 
The Town of Brusly Resource Conservation and Development Measure, implemented by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service (SCS) in the 1980s, was designed to 
improve drainage in the Brusly area (Boudreaux per. comm. 2015).  The proposed mitigation 
bank would improve the overall effectiveness of the SCS drainage enhancement measure 
because it would remove the drainage contribution of approximately 238.7 ac of the lowest 
croplands that currently drain into three drainage features – two drainage mains (M1 and M2) 
and one lateral (L-2A) – which traverse the proposed bank.  It is assumed that a reduction of 
water in the lower part of water in the lower part of the system would reduce the total volume of 
water in the system that would improve drainage/capacity and benefits the Town of Brusly 
(Boudreaux per comm. 2015).  Perpetual servitudes granted by HLL for the three drainage 
features included only top of bank to top of bank of the three drainage features (Boudreaux per.  
comm. 2015). 
 
3.4 Technical Feasibility 
 
The technical feasibility of this proposed bank is greatly enhanced by the existence of hydric 
soils and relatively lower elevations throughout the project area.   The six mitigation 
parcels, particularly Tracts 2A, 2B and 2C, have at times been difficult to farm effectively 
because of their slightly lower elevations which have resulted in their susceptibility to a 
higher frequency of flooding from the adjacent forest (Maciasz per. comm. 2015).  The 
preparatory earthwork needed to restore elevations to pre-farming conditions is facilitated 
because there is no existing undesirable woody vegetation that needs to be removed.  Once the 
project area has had some time to settle after primary site preparation measures have been 
completed, an experienced planting contractor would be selected to prepare/rip the planting 
rows and deliver and sow the tree seedlings. 
 
4.0 ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MITIGATION BANK 
 
4.1  Site Restoration Plan 
 
Some of the adjacent offsite ditches, improved with the Town of Brusly Resource Conservation 
and Development Measure and implemented by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Soil 
Conservation Service (SCS) in the 1980s, are dedicated drainage servitudes designed to prevent 
flooding in the Town of Brusly located east of the project site.  Our hydrologic restoration is 
designed to isolate the proposed bank site from drainage into the offsite ditches by backfilling 
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and leveling the interior ditches and rows and restoring the surface topography so as to restore 
slow, overland runoff to the northwest.  Restoration of the pre-existing topography within the 
bank site will allow for longer periods of time for the retention of water from periodic rainfall 
and/or inundation.  
 
In order to successfully restore the agricultural fields to bottomland hardwood forest, land 
leveling of agricultural rows will be required to accommodate hydrologic and vegetative 
restoration. During this process, existing and non- jur isdic t ional  culver ts  wi l l  be  
removed and ditches and drains that prevent flooding will be plugged and filled in order to 
increase retention of water.  Prior to the re-vegetation of the proposed mitigation bank, v-
shaped shallow trenches will be ripped in the soil to ensure each sapling is planted at the 
appropriate depth.  Ripping will also ensure the correct distances between each row of plants.  
A combination of native species commonly associated with bottomland hardwood forests and 
approved by the IRT will be planted on 9-ft. centers, for an initial stand density of at least 537 
seedlings per acre and the trenches backfilled.  No temporary or long-term structural 
management requirements are needed to assure hydrologic and/or vegetative restoration.   
 
All of the land that comprises the proposed mitigation bank is zoned Agriculture.  The parish's 
zoning ordinance does not include a wooded/forested zoning designation and no zoning 
request is required to legally convert agricultural lands into woodlands (Daigle per. comm. 
2015). 
 
4.2  Current Site Risks 
 
Recreational uses by adjacent residential neighborhoods and locals could be a cause of 
concern.  Trespassers may want to use the mitigation bank for the hunting of various 
mammals. All-terrain vehicles used by trespassers could cause ruts, impact hydrology and/or 
damage the tree seedlings that have been planted.  Although Louisiana trespassing laws 
prohibit any person from entering property owned by another without express, legal, or 
implied authorization, signs will be posted to notify any potential trespassers of the intent of 
the property in hopes of deterring any damage to the land. 
 
The road, located between Tracts 1B and 1C, provides access to pipeline assets owned by private 
companies, but is not a dedicated/recorded servitude.  As previously discussed, servitudes of the 
two drainage mains (M-1 and M-2) and one lateral (L-2A) do not include any agricultural lands 
adjacent to the drains.  Tracts 2A and 2B are separated by a 150-ft pipeline ROW that contains 
four pipelines owned and operated by Cypress Gas Pipeline Company (2), DOW Pipeline 
Company and Air Products & Chemicals, Inc. Tracts 2B and 2C are separated by a 100-ft 
pipeline ROW that is owned/operated by ExxonMobil.   With exception to the noted items, there 
are no other servitudes, liens, leases, encumbrances and/or agreements that affect Tracts 1A 
through 2C. 
 
Tracts 1A and 1C are bordered on the outer sides by linear residential neighborhoods which 
consist of a single street lined on both sides by single family dwellings. Agricultural land, 
located between the proposed mi t iga t ion  bank and LA HWY I, will continue to be utilized 
by HLL for the production of sugarcane and/or other crops (Maciasz per. comm. 2015).  HLL 
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owns the adjacent bottomland hardwood forests which comprise the easternmost portion of 
the 35,000+ ac of contiguous forested wetlands. 
 
4.3  Long-Term Sustainability of the Site 
 
HLL owns the adjacent lands on:  all but the northwest side of Tract 1A; all four sides of Tract 
1B; all but the southwest side of Tract 1C and all but the southern property, south of the 
electrical transmission line ROW, surrounding Tracts 2A, 2B and 2C.  HLL's ownership of 
the adjacent forested land ensures the control of same. 
 
The property is located a significant distance away from Louisiana's coastal waters, ensuring 
that salt water intrusion will not likely eliminate the inland plant species of the proposed 
mitigation bank. 
 
5.0 PROPOSED SERVICE AREA 
 
The proposed mitigation area would provide mitigation credits for projects located in 
Hydrologic Units 8070300 and 8090302 (Figure 4). The proposed bank lies within Hydrologic 
Unit 8070300 and would be considered a secondary service area for Hydrologic Unit 
8090302. 
 
6.0 OPERATION OF THE MITIGATION BANK 
 
6.1 Project Representatives 
 

Sponsor:  Harry L. Laws & Company, Inc. 
ATTN:  Mr. Drew Maciasz, President 
P.O. Box 158 
Brusly, LA  70719 
drew@hllaws.com 
225-749-2861 

 

Agent:  Coastal Environments, Inc. 
1260 Main Street 
Baton Rouge, LA  70802 
efike@coastalenv.com 
225-383-7455 ext. 128 

 

Landowner: Harry L. Laws & Company, Inc. 
ATTN:  Mr. Drew Maciasz, President 
P.O. Box 158 
Brusly, LA  70719 
drew@hllaws.com 
225-749-2861 
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6.2 Qualifications of the Sponsor 
 
HLL is an agriculturally based, land management company operating in Louisiana for nearly 140 
years. Established in 1878, and domiciled in West Baton Rouge Parish, HLL has been part of 
Louisiana’s agriculture and conservation landscape for decades, having operated the Cinclare 
Central Factory Sugar Mill for 125 years in Brusly, LA and managing nearly 16,000 acres of 
agricultural and timber holdings.  Most recently, HLL established the successful Sunnyside 
Mitigation Bank in Maringouin, LA, a 200-acre bottomland hardwood mitigation project.  HLL 
successfully established the Sunnyside Plantation Mitigation Bank in Iberville Parish in 2014.    
 
As is the objective of the currently proposed bank, the Sunnyside Plantation Mitigation Bank 
was effectively transformed from agricultural land to a functioning forested wetland habitat 
containing vegetation commonly associated with bottomland hardwood forests.   The same 
general methodologies/practices that were used to re-establish the bottomland hardwood 
community at Sunnyside Plantation will be utilized on the proposed Cinclare Mitigation 
Bank. 
 
6.3  Proposed Long-Term Ownership and Management Representatives 
 
HLL is both the proposed long-term owner and the party responsible for long-term 
management. 
 
6.4 Site Protection 
 
The owner will encumber the property with a perpetual conservation servitude. The holder 
of the conservation servitude will be the Land Trust of Louisiana, P. O. Box 1636, 
Hammond, LA 70404. 
 
6.5  Long-Term Strategy 
 
The long-term strategy for the proposed mitigation bank is to fulfill the bank's operational and 
maintenance requirements by utilizing cost-effective practices/measures that maximize the 
bank's benefits including wetland productivity.  Long-term, structural management 
requirements are not currently seen as being necessary to assure hydrologic and vegetative 
restoration.  The hydrology will be evaluated annually to identify any problem areas where soil 
moisture is inadequate or excessive and corrective actions will be taken, as required.  The 
vegetation will be assessed to isolate areas which may exhibit stress or impacts.  HLL will re-
plant portions of the site when necessary, to ensure the required survivability of the forest is 
maintained.  Exotic and invasive species will be controlled to ensure the success of the natural 
and planted vegetation at the bank. This includes mowing, herbicide application, and the 
removal of undesirable or invasive species.  Responsibilities of the owner/sponsor such as 
paperwork, maintenance, and monitoring will be handled quickly and efficiently.  An adaptive 
management plan, describing how HLL will address potential and possibly unforeseen future 
problems, will be developed as part of the formal mitigation work plan. 
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