JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE

January 12, 2016

United States Army State of Louisiana

Corps of Engineers Department of Environmental Quality
New Orleans District Attn: Water Quality Certifications
Regulatory Branch Post Office Box 4313

Post Office Box 60267 Baton Rouge, La. 70821-4313
(504) 862-2046/ FAX (504) 862-2117 (225) 219-3225
Brenda.A.Archer@usace.army.mil

Project Manager Project Manager

Brenda Archer Elizabeth Hill

Permit Application Number WQC Application Number
MVN-2015-00418-MA WQC # 160112-01

Interested parties are hereby notified that a permit application and prospectus has
been received by the New Orleans District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers pursuant
to: [ ] Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of March 3, 1899 (30 Stat. 1151; 33
USC 403); and/or [ X ] Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (86 Stat. 816; 33 USC 1344).

Application has also been made to the Louisiana Department of Environmental
Quality, for a Water Quality Certification (WQC) in accordance with statutory authority
contained in Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, Title 30, Chapter 11, Part IV, Section
2074 A(3) and provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (P.L.95-17).

SOGGY BOTTOM MITIGATION BANK IN CALCASIEU PARISH

NAME OF APPLICANT: Ratcliff Development, LLC c/o GHD Services Inc Attention:
Claire Odenweller 5551 Corporate Boulevard Ste 200 Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808

LOCATION OF WORK: The site is located approximately 1.5 miles west of Vinton,
Louisiana off of Leo Breaux Rd in Calcasieu Parish, as shown on enclosed drawings

Latitude: 30.187N, Longitude: -93,599W.
Hydrologic Unit Code: 08070300 - Lower Mississippi-Baton Rouge Basin

CHARACTER OF WORK: Breaching existing levees and filling of man-made drainage
ditches involving re-distribution of approximately 116 cubic yards of excavated material
on the site and resulting in minimal, 0.14 acres impacts to existing wetlands. All work is
being done to restore natural hydrology to the area for the purpose of constructing a
mitigation bank.

The comment period for the Department of the Army Permit and the Louisiana
Department of Environmental Quality WQC will close 30 days from the date of this joint
public notice. Written comments, including suggestions for modifications or objections to
the proposed work, stating reasons thereof, are being solicited from anyone having
interest in this permit and/or this WQC request and must be mailed so as to be received
before or by the last day of the comment period. Letters concerning the Corps of


mailto:Brenda.A.Archer@usace.army.mil

Engineers permit application must reference the applicant's name and the Permit
Application Number, and be mailed to the Corps of Engineers at the address above,
ATTENTION: REGULATORY BRANCH. Similar letters concerning the Water
Quality Certification must reference the applicant's name and the WQC Application
number and be mailed to the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality at
the address above.

The application for this proposed project is on file with the Louisiana Department of
Environmental Quality and may be examined during weekdays between 8:00 a.m. and
4:30 p.m. Copies may be obtained upon payment of costs of reproduction.

Corps of Engineers Permit Criteria

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable
impacts, including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest.
That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of
important resources. The benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the
proposal must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors
which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered including the cumulative effects
thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental
concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain
values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply
and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral
needs, considerations of property ownership and, in general, the needs and welfare of
the people.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public, federal,
state, and local agencies and officials, Indian Tribes, and other interested parties in order
to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received
will be considered by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to determine whether to make,
modify, condition, or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments
are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality,
general environmental effects, and other public interest factors listed above. Comments
are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental
Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are
also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public
interest of the proposed activity.

The New Orleans District is unaware of properties listed on the National Register of
Historic Places near the proposed work. The possibility exists that the proposed work
may damage or destroy presently unknown archeological, scientific, prehistorical,
historical sites, or data. Issuance of this public notice solicits input from the State
Archeologist and State Historic Preservation Officer regarding potential impacts to
cultural resources.

Our initial finding is that the proposed work would neither affect any species listed as
endangered by the U.S. Departments of Interior or Commerce, nor affect any habitat
designated as critical to the survival and recovery of any endangered species.

This notice initiates the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) consultation requirements of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act. The applicant's
proposal would result in the destruction or alteration of N/A acre(s) of EFH utilized by



various life stages of red drum and penaeid shrimp. Our initial determination is that the
proposed action would not have a substantial adverse impact on EFH or federally
managed fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico. Our final determination relative to project
impacts and the need for mitigation measures is subject to review by and coordination
with the National Marine Fisheries Service.

If the proposed work involves deposits of dredged or fill material into navigable
waters, the evaluation of the probable impacts will include the application of guidelines
established by the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency. Also, a
certification that the proposed activity will not violate applicable water quality standards
will be required from the Department of Environmental Quality, before a permit is issued.

Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this
notice, that a public hearing be held to consider this application. Requests for public
hearings shall state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing.

You are requested to communicate the information contained in this notice to any
other parties whom you deem likely to have interest in the matter.

You are requested to communicate the information contained in this notice to any
other parties whom you deem likely to have interested in the matter.

Martin S. Mayer
Chief, Regulatory Branch

Enclosure
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Introduction

The purpose of the prospectus is to summarize the existing conditions of a 161.1-acre property and
assess its potential as the Soggy Bottom Mitigation Bank (SBMB) to provide compensatory wetland
mitigation for unavoidable impacts to wetlands associated with Section 404 permits issued by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), if determined appropriate per 33 CFR § 332.3 (1)(a) and
33 CFR § 332.3 (1)(b).

This prospectus has been prepared in accordance with 33 CFR § 332.8(d) (2).

1.1 Site Location

The SBMB is located on Leo Breaux Road approximately one mile west of Vinton, Louisiana. The
Site is centered approximately at Latitude 30.187 N, Longitude -93.599 W in Section 16,
Township 10 South, Range 12 West of Calcasieu Parish (Figure 1).

The SBMB is a mixture of pasture and bottomland hardwood (BLH) forest. The Site is bounded on
all sides by drainage canals. Surrounding land use is a combination of agriculture and
forestry/silviculture. Forested drains and berms divide the site into five units: four in pasture and one
in BLH forest. Breaches in these berms affect hydrology on the Site by allowing it to drain and
providing overland flow during high water periods. The Site is currently composed of approximately
15 acres of BLH forest and approximately 122 acres of pasture (Figure 2).

1.2 Sponsorship and Ownership

Ratcliff Development, LLC will serve as the Sponsor and Owner of the Proposed SBMB and will
construct, operate, monitor, and manage the Bank. The Owner will protect the property by granting
the conservation servitude as described in Section 6.4.

1.3 Driving Directions to the Site

From Vinton, take Highway 90 West to Cleveland Road. Follow Cleveland Road until it turns right
into Leo Breaux Road. The access road to the SBMB will be approximately 0.5 miles on the right
from the corner of Cleveland Road and Leo Breaux Road.

Project Goals and Objectives

Rehabilitation and enhancement of BLH forest are the goals of the Bank. Through restoration and
enhancement activities, approximately 126 acres of BLH forest will provide additional wetland
functions that do not currently exist with the current land use. Restoration will result in improved
localized and downstream water due to the removal of livestock and re-establishment of hardwood
tree species at the Site.

Specifically, the project objectives of the proposed SBMB are to:

e Restore historical hydrologic conditions, within practicable reason

¢ Rehabilitate 111 acres of native BLH forest through hydrologic restoration and the
establishment of native tree species
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e Enhance 14.5 acres of remnant stands of BLH communities through removal of livestock,
interplanting with desirable BLH species, and inclusion within the conservation servitude

e Create approximately 14.9 acres of upland forest buffer on non-wet areas

e Implement active and adaptive management practices including but not limited to
invasive/noxious species control, monitoring, and long-term maintenance to sustain the SBMB
and ensure long-term viability

e Provide long-term protection through establishment of a conservation servitude

Ecological Suitability of the Site

3.1 Historical Ecological Characteristics of the Site

The historic vegetation community was likely similar to the forested areas currently on the Site,
which are dominated by water oak (Quercus nigra) and sugarberry (Celtis laevigata). The Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Natural Heritage Program defined a type of BLH forest
dominated by sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua), and water oak, with sugarberry as a major
associate (Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 2009). It is likely that the Site was
historically dominated by Sweetgum-Water Oak Bottomland Forest. Historic hydrology on the Site
was likely dominated by overland flow from Gum Gully and rainfall. Gum Gully has since been
channelized and overland flow limited by the presence of spoil berms.

The historical land use of the project area was agricultural land used primarily for grazing livestock.
The Site was cleared sometime before 1940. Aerials from March 1940 show the Site as being
cleared, and possibly farmed. The northwest corner of the Site was visibly in crop production in
1959. Based on the appearance of levees, this portion of the Site may have been in rice production.
The 1967 aerial shows the Site in the same condition as in 1967.

3.2 Current Ecological Characteristics of the Site

The current ecological characteristics of the Site soils, vegetation, hydrology, and current land use
are described below.

3.2.1 Soils

The NRCS’s Web Soil Survey was used to determine mapped soil series. The revised official series
descriptions were used to confirm profile matrix, redox features, and texture of soils underlying the
Site. The Web Soil Survey shows that the Site is underlain by Crowley-Vidrine silt loams, Judice
silty clay loam, Midland silty clay loam, and Morey loam (Figure 3). Crowley-Vidrine silt loams are
level and somewhat poorly drained, and occur on broad convex ridges on the Gulf Coast Prairies.
Judice silty clay loam and Midland silty clay loam are level and poorly drained, occurring on slightly
concave areas on the Gulf Coast Prairies. Morey loam is a level, poorly drained soil occurring on
broad flats on the Gulf Coast Prairies. These soils historically would have supported tall grass
prairie (SCS 1988).

Crowley-Vidrine silt loams, Judice silty clay loam, Midland silty clay loam, and Morey loam are listed
as hydric on the local list (NRCS Web Soil Survey 2013), although the hydric component for
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Crowley-Vidrine silt loams and Morey loam are minor components. These results can be seen in the
wetland data report submitted to the USACE New Orleans District (CEMVN).

In 2011, a division was proposed in the Morey series. Morey soils in southwest Louisiana, including
the Morey loam present on the Site, were separated into a new series, the Edgerly Series. While
there are physical and chemical differences in the soils, the new series designation does not affect
the mitigation potential on the Site as both Morey and Edgerly soils are listed as hydric.

Soils on the Site have been heavily impacted by livestock. Saturated areas, such as those in the
northern pastures, have not been compacted as severely as drier areas, such as the southeast
corner of the Site.

3.2.2 Vegetation

The SBMB consists of a combination of pasture and BLH forest. Approximately 122 acres of the
SBMB are open pasture dominated by ryegrass (Lolium perenne) and native grasses and sedges.
Dominant vegetation in the native pasture include leathery rush (Juncus coriaceus), tapertip rush
(J. acuminatus), blunt spikerush (eleocharis obtusa), Florida paspalum (Paspalum floridanum),
bahiagrass (P. notatum), swamp vervain (Verbena hastata), tall flatsedge (Cyperus eragrostis),
broomsedge (Andropogon virginicus), panicgrass (Dichanthelium commutatum) and marsh elder
(lva annua). Eastern baccharis (Baccharis halmifolia) can also be found in the pastures.

The forested areas are dominated by water oak (Quercus nigra), sugarberry (Celtis laevigata), and
Chinese tallow (Sapium sebiferum). Dominant shrubs include wax myrtle (Morella cerifera) and
Chinese privet (Ligustrum sinense). Herbaceous vegetation in the forested areas is dominated by
dewberry (Rubus trivialis), cypress knee-sedge (Carex decomposita), Virginia creeper
(Parthenocissus quinquefolia), wingstem (Verbesina alterniflora), and poison ivy (Toxicodendron
radicans).

3.2.3 Hydrology

The Site is located in the Lower Calcasieu River basin (HUC 08080206). The Lower Calcasieu
River basin encompasses an area of 1,080 square miles. The general direction of flow on the Site is
to the west. The Site drains to two waterways; the main flow is by way of unnamed drainage canals
to Gum Gully, which eventually drains to the Vinton Drainage Canal and to the Gulf Intracoastal
Waterway. A portion of the property drains to the Sabine Canal, though soil dams on the property
have created impoundments, and there is no flow off of the property by way of the Sabine Canal.
Elevations on the Site range from 8 to 20 feet above the National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD)
for mean sea level (Figure 4). The source of hydrology on the Site is primarily rainfall, with some
overland sheet flow through breaches in the berms along Gum Gully and the Sabine Canal

(Figure 5).

3.2.4 Current Land Use

The Site is currently cleared land utilized for livestock grazing (Figure 6). The surrounding land use
is a combination of agriculture and forestry/silviculture. The Site boundary is defined by drains on all
sides. The Site is divided into five units by forested drains.
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3.2.5 Wetland Delineation

A request for Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination was submitted to the CEMVN on

February 26, 2014. A determination was received on May 16, 2014. The Bank contains 127.5 acres
of Section 404 Jurisdictional Wetlands, and 11,341.6 linear feet of other waters. The Preliminary
Jurisdictional Determination is included as Appendix A.

3.3 General Need for the Project in this Area

This project will add, through rehabilitation, approximately 111 acres of BLH forest to already
existing BLH forest, and enhance 14.5 acres of remnant BLH forest. The surrounding area has
been converted to agricultural and residential land uses. Some forested areas border the property.
By restoring the Site to BLH vegetation, a larger, unbroken forest will be created. This will provide
additional habitat for wildlife, including waterfowl and neotropical migratory birds. Restoration will
also result in improved water quality with the removal of cattle from the Site and creation of wetland
forest, which will provide increased filtration of water running off the Site.

3.4 Technical Feasibility

The construction work required to complete restoration is routine in nature, consisting primarily of
grading drainage features and breaching spoil berms on the property to restore its historical
hydrologic conditions to the extent practicable. Appropriate vegetative plantings will be implemented
to restore the Site to native forested wetland species. The mapped soil types are historically
supportive of the species proposed for restoration of the Site.

Establishment of the Soggy Bottom Mitigation
Bank

4.1 Site Restoration Plan

The Sponsor proposes, through the use of a Nationwide Permit (NWP-27), to rehabilitate 111 acres
of BLH by planting desirable species of native vegetation and to enhance 14.5 acres of existing
BLH forest (Figure 7). Approximately 14.9 acres of uplands will occupy the SBMB. Table 1 shows a
complete breakdown of the acreages on the BANK pre- and post-restoration.

The Sponsor will take appropriate actions to re-establish natural hydrologic conditions.
Re-establishment of the natural hydrologic regime will include additional breaches to berms within
and around the Site at selected locations (Figure 8 and Figure 9), and the grading of any internal
drainage features. Currently, berms along each of the drains on the Site impede the rate of natural
overland flow onto the Site. While 127.5 acres of the SBMB has been determined to have wetland
hydrology, creating additional breaches in the berm will increase overland flow from Gum Gully onto
the SBMB, which was likely the historic condition of the bank before Gum Gully was straightened
and berms constructed. Internal drains will be graded to natural elevation as part of the hydrologic
restoration of the Site (Figure 10). Profiles of the canals on the property will remain unaltered
(Figures 11-17). Post restoration hydrology will create a more natural flow regime from the onsite
canals, resulting in additional water flow to the Bank during rain events (Figure 18).

Restoration will be accomplished by re-establishing natural hydrology to the Site and planting an
appropriate species mixture of BLHs during the standard planting season (December-March).
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Seedlings will be planted on approximately 126 acres, using 9 x 9-foot spacing, for an initial stand
density of at least 532 seedlings per acre.

A mixture of at least 60 percent hard-mast and a maximum of 40 percent soft-mast-producing
species will be planted. If seedling availability renders a discrepancy of more than five percent from
the desired mixture of hard-mast to soft-mast species, New Orleans District approval to modify the
plan will be obtained. A mixture of the selected species will be planted to rehabilitate the Site
(Table 2). Species were selected due to their common occurrence in BLH forests and availability
from local nurseries. This species selection will increase the diversity on the Site, and species such
as water oak and sweetgum will naturally colonize the Site.

Enhancement of the 14.5 acres of existing, remnant BLH forest on the Site will be accomplished
through the selective thinning of Chinese tallow and other undesirable species, and interplanting
with desirable species typical of a BLH forest, as defined in Table 2.

4.2 Current Site Risks

The two canals on the property, Gum Gully and Sabine Canal, are protected by a Drainage
Servitude. Neither is currently maintained by any governing authority. The Sponsor does not have
control over properties adjacent to the Bank, so any hydrologic disturbances—such as drains and
culverts—on these properties are not controlled by the Sponsor.

A pipeline right-of-way (ROW) crosses the property, as well as a railroad ROW in the southeastern
corner (Figure 2). These ROWSs are excluded from restoration areas and will not be included in the
conservation servitude.

The western portion of the Site is zoned as agricultural by the Calcasieu Parish Zoning Ordinance.
The Eastern portion is zoned as part of the city of Vinton, Louisiana. Properties to the north, west,
and south are zoned as agricultural.

4.3 Long-Term Sustainability of the Site

Active and adaptive management will ensure the long-term sustainability and viability of the Bank.
This includes, but is not limited to, invasive species control, monitoring and long-term maintenance.
With breaching of the berm and grading of any internal drainage features, hydrology on the Bank
will be influenced by overflow from the drainage canals and precipitation. Therefore, there will be no
long-term structural management requirements.

Proposed Service Area

The SBMB is located within United States Geological Survey (USGS) Hydrologic Cataloging Unit
(HCU) 08080206 which includes portions of Calcasieu and Cameron Parish in the Lower Calcasieu
River Basin (Figure 19). HCU 08080206 will serve as the Bank’s primary service area, while

HCU 08080205, 08080204, and 08080203 will serve as secondary service areas for the Bank.
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Operation of the Soggy Bottom Mitigation Bank

6.1 Project Representatives

Sponsor: Ratcliff Development, LLC
1715 England Drive
Alexandria, Louisiana 71303
POC: Gregg H. Thompson
(318) 787-6816
Gregg.thompson@ratcliffdevelopment.com

Agent: GHD Services Inc.
Claire E. Odenweller
5551 Corporate Boulevard, Suite 200
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808
(225) 292-9007
Claire.odenweller@ghd.com

Landowner: Ratcliff Development, LLC
1715 England Drive
Alexandria, Louisiana 71303
POC: Gregg H. Thompson
(318) 787-6816
Gregg.thompson@ratcliffdevelopment.com

6.2 Qualifications of the Sponsor

Ratcliff Development is part of a family of companies that has been in business since 1927. Ratcliff
is a leader in the development and construction industries. From planning to construction, Ratcliff
has personnel experienced in every aspect of the construction industry. They are experienced in
property management and development.

6.3 Proposed Long-Term Ownership and Management
Representatives

The long-term owner, sponsor, and manager of the Bank will be Ratcliff Development, LLC.
However, the Sponsor may appoint a long-term steward if such appointment is approved by the
CEMVN.

6.4 Site Protection

To ensure long-term protection of all lands included in the Mitigation Banking Instrument, the
Sponsor, its heirs, assigns, or successors will be responsible for maintaining and protecting lands
contained within the restored portion of the Bank in perpetuity (Figure 20), unless the lands are
transferred to a state or federal resource agency, non-profit conservation organization, or this
responsibility is contractually conveyed to another person, all of which will be subject to approval by
the New Orleans District. A conservation servitude will be prepared to include a non-profit or state
agency as the Holder. This conservation servitude specifically prohibits activities that would reduce
the quality of the re-established wetlands. The conservation servitude also specifies permissible
activities such as hunting, fishing, and recreational use given the activity causes no negative effect
on the functions and values of the restored wetlands. Forest management within the conservation
servitude could be allowed given that this activity is performed to maintain or improve the overall
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ecological function of the Site. Impacts that adversely affect the function and value of the Site and
that are caused by permissible activities will require permitting and subsequent mitigation.

6.5 Long-Term Strategy

Long-term management will consist of vegetation management, invasive species control,
monitoring, Site protection, and funding of these activities. The wetland habitats will be managed to
maintain and increase the functions of the Bank through periodic inspections of the Site for the
encroachment of invasive species or any unauthorized modifications to hydrology. Invasive species
control will involve control of undesirable or invasive forest vegetative species such as Chinese
tallow trees. After breaching the spoil banks and grading of any internal drainage features on the
property, no additional structural management will be required for hydrologic or vegetative
restoration.

A long-term management plan will be included with the Soggy Bottom Mitigation Banking
Instrument which will detail the requirements for long-term management, including activities,
funding, and a mechanism for funding as outlined in 33 CFR § 332.7 (d).
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RE: 2013 USDA National Agriculture Imagery Program (NAIP), provided by ESRI.
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RE: NRCS Soils Data obtained from USDA/NRCS - National Geospatial Management Center & 2013 USDA National Agriculture Imagery Program (NAIP), provided by ESRI.
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NRCS SOIL SURVEY MAP
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RE: National Elevation Dataset 3 meter & 2011 ESRI World Imagery.
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Figure 4

TOPOGRAPHIC MAP
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RE: 2013 USDA National Agriculture Imagery Program (NAIP), provided by ESRI.
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RE: 2013 USDA National Agriculture Imagery Program (NAIP), provided by ESRI.
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SURROUNDING LAND USE
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RE: 2013 USDA National Agriculture Imagery Program (NAIP), provided by ESRI.
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RE: 2013 USDA National Agriculture Imagery Program (NAIP), provided by ESRI.
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Table 1

Baseline Conditions and Proposed Mitigation Habitat Types
Prospectus for the Proposed Soggy Bottom Mitigation Bank

Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana

Page 1 of 1

Baseline Condition

Proposed Mitigation and Habitat Types

Acres

Wetland Pasture

Bottomland Hardwood Rehabilitation

111.0

Wetland Forest

Bottomland Hardwood Enhancement

14.5

Upland

Upland

14.9

Operations and Staging Area

Operations and Staging Area

0.4

Drainage Servitude

Drainage Servitude

14.0

Right-of-Ways (Pipeline, Railroad)

Right-of-Ways (Pipeline, Railroad)

6.2

GHD 085227 (1)

Total Inclusion Acreage

14.5

Total Upland

14.9

Operations and Staging Area

0.4

Total Restoration and Enhancement Credit Acreage

111.0

Total Exceptions Acreage

20.3

Total Acreage

161.1




GHD 085227 (1)

Selected Tree Species for Rehabilitation

Table 2

Prospectus for the Proposed Soggy Bottom Mitigation Bank

Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana

Common Name Scientific Name Percentage*
Willow oak Quercus phellos <20%
Nuttall oak Quercus nuttalli <20%
Swamp chestnut oak Quercus michauxii <20%
Water oak Quercus nigra <20%
Laurel oak Quercus laurifolia <20%
Sweet pecan Carya illinoensis <10%
Baldcypress Taxodium distichum <10%
Sugarberry Celtis laevigata <10%
Green ash Fraxinus pennsylvanica <10%
Red mulberry Morus rubra <10%

Diospyros virginiana <10%

Common persimmon

Note:

*Exact Percentages to be determined based on species availability from nurseries.

Page 1 of 1



Appendix A

Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination

GHD | Report for Ratcliff Development, LLC —Prospectus for the Proposed Soggy Bottom Mitigation Bank | 085227 (1)






PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION FORM

This preliminary JD finds that there “mayp be” waters of the United States on the subject project site, and identifies
all aguatic features on the site that could be affected by the proposed activity, based on the following information:

District Office INew Orleans District File/ORM # {2014-02009-SR PID Date; |Oct 31,2014
State [LA City/County ICalcasieu
Name/ Joshua Soil
Nearest Waterbody: IGum Gully and tributaries Address of oshua Sotieau ,
Person Conestoga-Rovers & Associates, Inc
- . 5551 Corporate Blvd, Suite 200
I,l;toldcc?rt\l;g;?ﬁfsl’\:l' T10S8, R12W, Section 16 ;P:;questmg Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808
" |Lat: 30.187272, Long: -93.599880 D
Identify (Estimate) Amount of Waters in the Review Area: | Name of Any Water Bodies  Tigal: |
-Wetland Waters; Stream Flow: on the Site Identified as ] |
| i aterg:  Non-Tidal:
[ir510 tinearnt [ width] acres ]P%rr'énr:ng? Section 10 Waters:
. [ Office (Desk) Determination
Wetlands: |I3t.5 acre(s) g;::;rdm }Damstrine [~ Field Determination: Date of Field Trip;

SUPPORTING DATA: Data reviewed for preliminary JE (check all that apply - checked items should be included in case file and, where checked
and requested, appropriately reference sources below):

7 Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant: I
7 Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant.

[~ Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report.

— Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report,
Data sheets prepared by the Corps
Corps navigable waters’ study:
U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas:

I USGS NHD data.

7 USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps.
U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite quad name: Vinton
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey, Citation: {NRCS wss
National wetlands inventory map(s). Cite name:|
State/Local wetland inventory map(s): |
FEMA/FIRM maps:|
100-year Floodplain Elevation is: |
Photographs: ¥ Aerial (Name & Date):lcm: 98, 04, 06, 0B, 10, 12, 13

™ Other (Name & Date):

r Previous determination(s). File no, and date of response letter:
 Other information (please specify}): ﬁ

17

<

R 2 U B i BN

idar

IMPORTANT NOTE: The information recorded on this form has not necessarily been verified by the Corps nnd shopld not he retied wpen for Jater jurisdictional determinations.

ﬂjgﬂ/g %ﬂ A Ml/ﬂ io-31-14 Joshua Soileau by mail dated 7-30-14

Signature and Date of Regulatory Project Wanaper Signature and Date of Person Requesting Preliminary JD
(REQUIRED) (REQUIRED, unless obtaining the signature is impracticable)

EXPLANATION OF PRELIMINARY AND APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATIONS:

1. The Corps of Engincers belicves that there may be jurisdictional waters of the United States on the subject site, and the pennit applicant or other affected party who requested this preliminary JD is
hereby advised of his or her option to tequest and obtain an approved jurisdictionat determination {(JD) for that site. Nevertheless, the permit applicant or other person who requested this pretiminary JD
has declined Lo exercise the option to obtain an approved JD in tlis instance and at this time.

2. In any circurnstance where a permit applicant obtains an individual penmit, or a Nationwide General Permit (NWF) or otler gencral permit verification requiring “preconstruction uotifieation™ (PCN),
or requests verilication for a non-reporting NWP or other general pennit, and the pennit applicant has not requested an approved §D for the activity, the permit applicant is bereby made awure of the
following: (1) the permit applicant has clected to seek a pennit authorization based on a preliminary JD, which does not make an olliciai detenmination of jurisdictional waters; {2} that the applicant has
the optien 1o request an approved JD before accepting the terms and conditions of the permit authorization, and that basiog a permit authorization on an approved JD could possibly resnlt v less
compensatory mitigation being required or difTerent special conditions; {3) that the applicant has the right to request an individual permit rather than accepling the tenms and conditions of the NWT or
other general permit authorization; {4) that the applicant can accepl a permit authorization and thereby agree to comply with all the tenns and conditions of that pennit, inctuding whatever mitigation
requirements the Corps has determined to be necessary; (5) that underiaking any activity in refiance wpon the subject pennit authorization without requesting an approved JD constituges the applieant’s
acceptance of the use of the preliminary JD, but that either form of JD will be processed as soon us is practicable; (6) aceepting a permit anthorization {e.g., signing a profTered individual pennit) or
undertaking any activity in reliance on any fonm of Corps pennit authorization based on a preliminury JD constitutes agrecment that all wetlands and other water bodies on the site affected in any way by
that activity are jurisdictional waters of the United Stales, and precludes any challenge to such jurisdiction in any administrative or judicial compliance or enforcement action, or in any adminisrative
appeal or in any Federal court; and (7} whether the applicant elects 10 use either an approved JD or a preliminary JD, that JD will be processed as soon as is practicable. Further, an approved JD, a
proffered individuai permit (and all terns and conditions contained thercin), or individual permit denial can be administratively appeated pursnant te 33 C.F.R. Part 331, and that in any administrative
appeal, jurisdictional issues can be taised (see 33 C.F.R. 331.5(a)(2)). If, during that adininistrative appeal, it becomes necessary so make an official determination whether CWA jurisdiction eXisls over 8
site, or to provide an efficial defineation of jurisdictional waters on the site, the Corps will provide an approved ID to accomplish that result, as soon as is practicable.




“'NOTIFICATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL OPTIONS AND PROCESS AND -

e BEREE RN O REQUEST"FOR-AP'PEAL e
Applicant; Ratcliff Development | File No.: MVN-2014-02009-SR ] Date; P AL
Attached is: See Section below

INITIAL PROFFERED PERMIT (Standard Permit or Letter of permission) A
PROFFERED PERMIT (Standard Permit or Letter of permission) B
PERMIT DENIAL C
APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION D
v PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION E

SECTION I - The following identifies your rights and options regarding an administrative appeal of the above decision, Additional
information may be found at hitp://ugace army.mil/inet/functions/cw/cecwolreg or Corps regulations at 33 CFR Part 331+

A: INITIAL PROFFERED PERMIT: You may accept or object to the permit.

e ACCEPT: Ifyou received a Standard Permit, you may sign the permit document and return it to the district engineer for final
authorization. If you received a Letier of Permission (LOP), you may accept the LOP and your work is authorized. Your
signature on the Standard Permit or acceptance of the LOP means that you accept the permit in its entirety, and waive all rights
to appeal the permit, including its terms and conditions, and approved jurisdictional determinations associated with the permit.

¢ OBJECT: Ifyou object to the permit (Standard or LOP) because of certain terms and conditions therein, you may request that
the permit be modified accordingly. You must complete Section II of this form and return the form to the district engineer.
Your objections must be received by the district engineer within 60 days of the date of this notice, or you will forfeit your right
10 appeal the permit in the future, Upon receipt of your letter, the district engincer will evaluate your objections and may: (a)
modily the permit to address all of your concerns, (b} modify the permit to address some of your objections, or {c) not modify
the permit having detetmined that the permit should be issued as previously writtcn. After evaluating your objections, the
district engineer will send you a proffered permit for your reconsideration, as indicated in Section B below.

B: PROFFERED PERMIT: You may accept or appeal the permit

¢ ACCEPT: If you received a Standard Permit, you may sign the permit document and rcturn it to the district engineer for final
authorization. If you received a Letter of Permission (LOP), you may accept the LOP and your work is authorized. Your
signature on the Standard Permit or acceptance of the LOP means that you accept the permit in its entirety, and waive all rights
to appeal the permit, including its terms and conditions, and approved jurisdictional determinations associated with the permit.

¢ APPEAL: Ifyou choose to decline the proffered permit (Standard or LOP) because of certain terms and conditions therein, you
may appeal the declined permit under the Corps of Engineers Administrative Appeal Process by completing Section I of this
form and sending the form to the division engineer. This form must be received by the division engineer within 60 days of the
date of this notice. :

C: PERMIT DENIAL: You may appeal the denial of a permit under the Corps of Engineers Administrative Appeal Process by
completing Section 11 of this form and sending the form to the division engineer. This form must be received by the division
engineer within 6¢ days of the date of this notice.

D: APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION: You may accept or appeal the approved JD or provide new information,

e ACCEPT: You do not necd to notify the Corps to accept an approved JD. Failure to notify the Corps within 60 days of the. . .
date of this notice, means that you accept the approved JD in its entirety, and waive all rights to appeal the approved JD.

s APPEAL: If you disagree with the approved JD, you may appeal the approved JD under the Corps ol Engincers Adminis{rative
Appeal Process by completing Section 1T of this form and sending the form to the division engineer. This form must be received
by the division engincer within 60 days of the date of this notice.

E: PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION: You do not need to respond 1o the Corps regarding the preliminary
JD. The Preliminary JD is not appealable. [f you wish, you may request an approved JD (which may be appealed), by contacting
the Corps district for further instruction. Also you may provide new information for further consideration by the Corps to reevaluate
the JD.
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