
Why is it necessary to consider whether an area is a wetland?  
 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act requires that anyone interested in depositing dredged or fill 
material into "waters of the United States, including wetlands," must receive authorization for 
such activities. The Corps has been assigned responsibility for administering the Section 404 
permitting process. Activities in wetlands for which permits may be required include, but are not 
limited to:  

• Placement of fill material.  
• Ditching activities when the excavated material is sidecast.  
• Levee and dike construction.  
• Mechanized land clearing.  
• Land leveling.  
• Most road construction.  
• Dam construction. 

The final determination of whether an area is a wetland and whether the activity requires a 
permit must be made by the appropriate Corps District Office. 

https://mvn.usace.afpims.mil/portals/56/docs/regulatory/sect404cleanwateract.pdf

