COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION, AND RESTORATION ACT

. TASK FORCE MEETING
September 1, 1992

MINUTES

1. INTRODUCTION

Colonel Michgel Diffley, representing the Secretary of the Army,
convened the fifth meeting of the Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Conservation
and Restoration Task Force at 9:40 a.m., September 1, 1992, in the District
Assembly Room of the New Orleans District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
The Agenda is attached as Enclosure 1. The Task Force was created by the
Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act (CWPPRA),
which was signed into law (PL 101-646, Title III) by President Bush on
November 29, 1990.

I1. ATTENDEES

The Attendance Records for the Task Force meeting are attached as
Enclosure 2. Listed below are the six Task Force members. With the
exception of Dr. Lewsey and Mr. Sewell, who were represented by Mr. Ric
Ruebsamen and Mr. David Fruge respectively, all were in attendance.

Dr. Len Bahr, State of Louisiana

Mr. Russell Rhoades, Environmental Protection Agency

Mr. S. Scott Sewell, U.S. Department of the Interior

Mr. Horace Austin, U.S. Department of Agriculture

Dr. Clement Lewsey, U.S. Department of Commerce

Col. Michael Diffley, U.S. Department of the Army, Chairman




III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING

. The minutes from the Task Force meeting held on May 28, 1992,
were reviewed, and Mr. Fruge requested that two additions be made.
Additional information was inserted into Section V, paragraph C,
concerning the management of inter-agency disbursement of CWPPRA
funds. Under Section VII an additional paragraph was inserted. Paragraph
A concerns the comments made regarding Real Estate compliance with
section 303e. The minutes (Enclosure 3) were unanimously approved as
amended by the Task Force members. [1/504] *

1V. TASK FORCE DECISIONS
The Task Force voted on and passed the following motions:

A. Mr. Fruge outlined a request by the USFWS for additional FY 92
funding for their GIS effort in support of the CWPPRA to date.
An amount of $37,000 was requested to fund completed and
additional requests for GIS support. Mr. Rhoades moved that the
funding be approved and was seconded by Mr. Ruebsamen. The
Task Force unanimously approved the motion. {2/029]

. B. Mr. Austin requested additional FY 92 funding for a proposed
study of flotant marsh development. The SCS study required an
additional $20,000 of planning funds. However, the detailed
proposal had not been reviewed at the time of the Task Force
meeting. Because the Task Force would not meet again prior to
the end of the FY Mr. Austin moved that the funding be
approved contingent on the review and approval of the proposal
by the Technical Committee. The motion was seconded by Mr.
Fruge and approved unanimously by the Task Force. [2/098]

C. Col. Diffley outlined a summary of the proposed FY 93 budget for
the Task Force. (Enclosure 4) It was noted that the entire
$5,000,000 allocated for FY 93 was budgeted with no
contingencies. It has been projected that a substantial amount of
FY 92 funds will be carried over into FY 93. It is proposed that
all FY 92 carry over funds be remanded to the Task Force to
reallocate for contingencies in FY 93. Mr. Rhoades moved that
the FY 93 budget be adopted as presented and was seconded by
Mr. Austin. The motion was approved unanimously by the Task
Force. [2/380]



®

TASKS REQUIRING FURTHER ACTION

A. Col. Diffley requested that each Basin Captain schedule a meeting

with him sometime during the month of September. The intent
of these meetings is to exchange detailed information on the
status and the direction of the individual basin plans and to
provide the Basin Captain guidance. Col. Diffley extended an open
invitation to the other members of the Task Force or their
representatives to join him for these briefings. [2/396]

. Dr. Bahr presented a strawman proposal from the State

concerning the management of the monitoring and data
collection program for CWPPRA projects. Following a discussion
concerning the administration of a monitoring program, Col.
Diffley expressed some reservations with portions of the State’s
proposal. He requested that Dr, Stewart and the Monitoring Work
Group also develop a proposal for the administration of the
monitoring program. The Colonel outlined 3 elements that should
be addressed:

I. Deciding who defines the data to be collected

II. Who does the data collection and storage

III. Who does the data analysis !
The task of reviewing any proposals and providing the Task
Force a recommendation was remanded to the Technical
Committee to be provided by the next Task Force meeting.
[6/400-550]

. Dr. Bahr introduced a proposal from Dr. Joseph Suhayda to

modify an existing hydraulic model of the Louisiana coast
developed by FEMA. The enhanced model would be used to
evaluate proposed CWPPRA projects. Col. Diffley felt that
presentation of the amount of information necessary to
adequately evaluate the proposal would be too time consuming.
The review and evaluation of the proposal was tasked to the
Technical Committee. [7/099] :

STATUS OF FISCAL MATTERS

B. Mr. Rowe informed the Task Force that the desired cutoff for

submission of FY 92 billings will be the end of the first quarter
of FY 93. He also stated that he and Ms. Weber of the New
Orleans District finance and accounting office would compose a
letter to the finance and accounting offices of the other Task
Force member agencies. This letter will indicate the desired



VII.

VIII.

deadline for bills and the Task Force's intentions for fiscal 1992
carryover funds. The charging of labor to FY 93 funds should
begin as soon after October 1st as possible. This is contingent
upon the delivery of FY 93 MIPR's by the Corps and may require
some lead time. Col. Diffley indicated that processing of these
funds would be expedited as soon as clearance is received from
the Corps headquarters finance and accounting office. [2/124]

INFORMATIONAL AGENDA ITEMS

A. Mr. Elguezabal informed the Task Force that a draft scope of
services for the management of inter-agency disbursement of
CWPPRA funds had been supplied to the member agencies. A
mid September meeting was anticipated, as needed, to resolve
any comments on the draft scope of work. [1/510]

B. Mr. Rowe informed the Task Force that the method for continuing
involvement of the congressional delegation would include
inviting its members or their staffs to Task Force meetings, ‘the
sending of the minutes to local offices and invitations to any
special briefings. It was noted that all Task Force meetings are
open and the attendance of the members of the congressional
delegation, or their staffs, would be welcomed. [1/530]

C. The Task Force did not provide an endorsement, by vote, of the
conceptual plans for each of the coastal basins. The members
instead requested that the Basin Captains consider the comments
provided at the meeting. Col. Diffley noted that additional
comments and suggestions might result from the Basin Captains
individual briefings he had requested. [7/281]

ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS

A. Dr. Stewart commented on the need to develop a means of
administering the monitoring effort. Dr. Bahr responded to these
comments by presenting the State's proposal on this topic. The
subsequent discussion resulted in the action item outlined in
Section V, paragraph B of these minutes. [6/208-624]

B. Dr. Bahr's presentation of Dr. Suhayda's proposal for developing a
model for the Task Force resulted in the action item outlined in
Section V, paragraph C of these minutes. [7/031]
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COASTAL WETLANDS PLANNING, PROTECTION AND RESTORATION ACT

. . TASK FORCE MEETING
September 1, 1992

AGENDA

L Introductions

A. Task Force Members or Alternates
B. Other Attendees ‘
C. Opening Remarks by Task Force Members

I Adoption of Minutes from the May 28, 1992 Meeting
M.  Status of Tasks from May 1992 Meeting Requiring Further Action

A. Development of a Scope of Services for management of inter-agency
disbursement of CWPPRA funds--Mr. Elguezabal
B. Development of a method for the updating and continuing involvement of the
congressional delegation and their staff-Mr. Rowe
C. Preparation of a one-page status report on Priority List projects for inclusion in
. Task Force meeting books—Mr. Rowe :

IV.  Budget for Fiscal Year 1992
A. USFWS request for additional funds to complete FY92 GIS (Geographic
Information System) support work--Mr. Fruge
B. Proposed cut-off date for FY 92 bills--Mr. Rowe
C. Discussion and Action by Task Force
V.  Authorization of Planning Budget for Fiscal Year 1993—MTr. Rowe

VL. Review and Endorsement of Conceptual Plan for Each Basin—Basin Captains

A. Pontchartrain Ms. Hawes
- B. Breton Sound Ms. Keller-Bivona
C. Mississippi River Delta Mr. Axtman
D. Barataria Mr. Holder
E. Terrebonne Mr. Thomas
F. Atchafalaya Ms. Powell
G. Teche/Vermilion Mr. Demcheck
H. Mermentau Mr. Conti
I. Calcasieu/Sabine Mr. Landreneau

Discussion and Action by Task Force

|




"l'l. Additional Agenda Items

VIIL Date and Location of the Next Task Force Meeting

IX. Request for Written Questions from the Public

ii
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