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National Ocean Service working with the National Hurricane 

Center (NHC) to alleviate confusion regarding tidal datums 

 

 

• Inundation occurs when storm tide levels 

reach normally dry ground, and NHC 

forecasts describe flooding above ground 

• Mean Higher High Water (MHHW) is 

being used to approximate where 

inundation could begin 

• Storm Quicklook and NOS web services 

include water level data relative to MHHW 

Clarifying Water Levels and Datums 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Which tidal datum is used to communicate storm tide dramatically impacts the way  in which inundation risk is communicated and received.

While maintaining the flexibility for users with specific need to use alternate datums, all CO-OPS storm tide related products now feature MHHW options.
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