
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

441 G STREET NW
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20314-1000

July 23, 2014

Dear Sir or Madam:

This notice constitutes final administrative action for this claim, and any other administrative
claims presented by the above-named claimant(s) and any other claimant(s) listed in the claim, under
the Federal Torts Claims Act, 28 U.S.C. §§ 2671-2680, or the Admiralty Extension Act, 46 U.S.C.A.
§ 30101, or both, for personal injury, property damage, or wrongful death attributable to Hurricanes
Katrina and/or Rita and the alleged negligence of United States personnel in the design, construction,
operation, and maintenance of the levees, floodwalls, and navigation channels in the New Orleans,
Louisiana area. This notice applies to all individuals, counsel of record, and firms and organizations
authorized to act on behalf of the above-named claimant(s).

The claim is denied. The United States is immune from personal injury, property damage, and
wrongful death claims resulting from the exercise or performance or the failure to exercise or
perform a discretionary function or duty.See28 U.S.C. § 2680(a). Decisions concerning the design,
construction, operation, and maintenance of the levees, floodwalls, and navigation channels involved
the exercise or performance of a discretionary function or duty.See In re Katrina Canal Breaches
Litigation, 696 F.3d 436 (5th Cir. 2012),cert. den., 133 S.Ct. 2855 (2013);In re Katrina Canal
Breaches Consolidated Litigation, No. 05-4182, 2013 WL 1562765 (E.D. La. April 12, 2013). The
United States is also immune from damages from floodwaters.See33 U.S.C. § 702c.

If you are dissatisfied with the denial of this claim, you may file suit in an appropriate United
States District Court no later than six months from the date of mailing of this letter. By law, failure
to comply with that time limit forever bars your claim. This notice of final denial should not be
construed as a concession by the United States that the claimant has complied with the applicable
requirements of 28 U.S.C. § 2675(a) or 28 C.F.R. Part 14, nor should this be construed as a waiver
by the United States of any of its defenses regarding the claim.

Sincerely,

Earl H. Stockdale
Chief Counsel
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Via Certified Mail




