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LOCKING PROCEDURES FOR RECREATIONAL VESSELS

A. GENERAL INFORMATION

The Inner Harbor Navigation Canal Lock (IHNC) is located in the East Bank Levee of the Mississippi River, at New Orleans, LA (mile 92.7 above Head of Passes on the Mississippi River).  The usable length and width of IHNC Lock is 625’x74.5’.

The lock is open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  The only scheduled delays affecting the lock are normal bridge curfews imposed on the St. Claude Bridge, Florida Avenue and Judge Seber/Claiborne Bridges.  The curfews are Monday through Friday, excluding holidays, from 0645-0830, and from 1645-1845.  Bridge curfews are for the purpose of expediting vehicular traffic during morning and evening peak rush hours.  During these times the bridges will not raise for vessels except in emergencies.

B. LOCKING WESTBOUND  (Canal to River)


Approaching IHNC Lock from the East, via the ICWW, follow these procedures:

1. When you clear Florida Avenue Bridge, contact the Lock on Channel 14 VHF.  Give your vessel’s name, number, and that you are in the Canal and request to lock to the River. Throughout the locking procedure, please keep your radio on Channel 14 so that you can be contacted with any necessary information.

2. You will be instructed on Channel 14 where to position your vessel for locking consideration.  Vessels with high masts must contact Judge Seber/Claiborne Bridge on Channel 13 VHF to request an opening.

3. Depending on our traffic your wait will not exceed three lockings.  The Lock works on a first-come/first-served basis.  Therefore, if we have “Red Flag” tows on turn (hazardous/flammable tows), you will have to wait, but your wait will be no longer than 3 lockings.  To expedite your wait time, we can lock you through with a non-hazardous/non-flammable tow. (By regulation, recreational vessels cannot lock with Red Flag tows.)
4. When instructed to enter the lock chamber, be prepared to moor on your starboard (right) side – bumpers in place as needed.  You may be required to moor on the side on another vessel at which time you will be given further instructions.

5. If locking on the wall, Lock personnel will lower a mooring line or two for you to attach to your mooring cleats.  Lock personnel will instruct you how and where to tie up.  It will be your responsibility to adjust the slack in the lines as the water rises.

6. Your vessel will be attended to until the water in the Lock chamber is raised for departure.

7. The gates will open.  Before releasing your lines, you must call St. Claude Bridge on Channel 14. for an opening.

8. When the Bridge is fully raised, you will be instructed to release your lines, and then you can proceed out of the chamber.

9. After leaving the Lock chamber, call Governor Nichols Light on Channel 67 (River Traffic) and tell them you are leaving IHNC Lock and entering the Mississippi River.  They will give you any further instructions you will need. 

C. LOCKING EASTBOUND  (River to Canal)
Coming out of the Mississippi River and heading towards IHNC Lock, follow these procedures:

1.
Contact the Lock on Channel 14 VHF.  Give your vessel’s name, number, and that you are in the River and request to lock to the Canal.  You will be instructed as to where to position your vessel for locking consideration. Throughout the locking procedure, please keep your radio on Channel 14 so that you can be contacted with any necessary information.

2.
When the Lock Operator advises you to enter, you then call the St. Claude Bridge on Channel 14 to request a bridge opening. 

3
Depending on our traffic your wait will not exceed three lockings.  The Lock works on a first-come/first-served basis.  Therefore, if we have “Red Flag” tows on turn (hazardous/flammable tows), you will have to wait, but your wait will be no longer than 3 lockings.  To expedite your wait time, we can lock you through with a non-hazardous/non-flammable tow.  (By regulation, recreational vessels cannot lock with Red Flag tows.)
4.
After the Bridge is fully open you will enter the lock chamber.  Be prepared to moor on your port (left) side – bumpers in place as needed.  You may be required to moor on the side on another vessel at which time you will be given further instructions.

5.
If locking on the wall, Lock personnel will lower a mooring line or two for you to attach to your mooring cleats.  Lock personnel will instruct you how and where to tie up.  It will be your responsibility to adjust the slack in the lines as the water lowers.

6.
Your vessel will be attended until the water in the Lock Chamber is lowered for departure.

7.
The gates will open.   At that time you will be instructed to release your lines, then you can proceed out of the Lock chamber heading towards the ICWW.  Vessels with high masts must contact the Judge Seber/Claiborne Bridge on Channel 13 VHF to request an opening.

D. CONTACT INFORMATION

For current traffic conditions or closures at IHNC Lock, please look up our web page at:   www.mvn.usace.army.mil/ops/locks/ihnc_stat2.htm .  From this page you can access information on other Corps Locks through the links at the top of the page.  The Head Lock Operator, who you will talk to on Channel 14 and put you on turn, can also be reached at (504) 947-2606.  The Lockmaster, Michael O’Dowd, can be reached at (504) 945-2157.



Have a safe journey – Laissez les bon temps rouler !
The Staff of IHNC Lock
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